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HISTORY  OF  CLARION  COUNTY. 


I  Prepared  for  the  Centennial  Celebra¬ 
tion,  at  Clarion,  July  4th,  1876. 


BY  W.  W.  BAER,  ESQ. 


In  undertaking  to  write  this  brief  sketch 
of  the  history  of  this  county,  I  find  my¬ 
self  beset  with  many  difficulties,  and  in 
the  brief  time  allowed  me,  I  find  it  almost 
impossible  to  get  even  a  fair  traditionary 
history  of  its  early  times. 

The  whole  of  the  territory  of  Penna., 
was  granted  to  William  Penn,  by  royal 
charter  of  king  Charles  II ,  of  England,  in 
1681,  who  claimed  title  by  right  of  con¬ 
quest;  but  Penn  and  his  descendants  prompt¬ 
ed  by  their  proverbial  principles  of  honesty 
and  fair  dealings,  purchased  from  time  to 
time  by  numerous  deeds  and  treaties,  from 
the  former  occupants  of  the  soil,  the  whole 
of  this  great  State,  and  paid  a  fair  consid 
eration  therefor,  except  the  north  western 
portion,  which  was  bought  by  the  State  in 
1784,  and  is  generally  known  as  the  “late 
purchase.”  In  1769  the  legislature  of 
Pennsylvania  passed  an  act  declaring  the 
title  to  all  the  land  within  the  original  char¬ 
ter  to  be  in  the  commonwealth,  and  soon 
appointed  two  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Indians,  for  the  remaining  part  of  said 
territory,  which  they  did  at  Fort  Stanwix 
in  1784,  This  purchase  includes  the  land 
lying  north  and  west  of  line  from  the  mouth 
of  Beaver  Creek  on  the  Ohio  River,  thence 
by  said  river  and  the  Allegheny  to  Kittan¬ 
ning,  thence  by  line  to  the  Upper  Canoe 
Place  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna,  supposed  to  be  about  the  place  now 
called  the  Cherry  tree,  thence  by  said  river 
to  the  mouth  of  Pine  Creek  below  Lock 
Haven,  thence  north  by  said  creek  to  the 
New  York  line.  All  of  Clarion  county  ir 
contained  within  these  lines,  and  was  not 
opened  to  settlement  until  1785,  when 
the  land  office  was  opened  for  that  purpose, 
about  15  years  before  actual  settlement 
began,  it  having  been  decided  by  the 
land  office  and  by  the  courts  that  a  title 
could  not  be  obtained  to  lands  by  settlers 
until  purchased  of  the  Indians. 

In  1785  an  act  was  past  declaring  that 
the  land  included  in  the  “late  purchase” 
should  be  attached  to  Westmoreland  and 
Northumberland  counties,  and  that  the 
Allegheny  river  from  Kittanning  to  the 
mouth  of  Conewango  creek,  at  Warren, 
should  be  the  dividing  line  between  the 


two  counties,  and  remained  in  said  counties 
until  1795,  when  it  became  part  of  Lycom¬ 
ing  county,  (this  was  never  a  part  of  West¬ 
moreland  connty  as  many  suppose,)  and 
remained  a  part  of  said  county  until  1800, 
when  the  act  creating  Armstrong  and  Ve¬ 
nango  counties  was  passed,  when  all  the 
territory  now  included  in  Clarion  county, 
was  included  in  those  two  counties,  and 
remained  in  them  until  1839,  when  Clarion 
county  was  formed.  Although  the  land 
office  was  open  in  1785,  for  application  for 
these  lands,  the  law  required  actual  settle¬ 
ment,  to  entitle  applicants  to  warrants. 
The  war  with  the  western  Indians  which 
continued  until  1796,  made  settlements 
almost  impossible.  Prior  to  1793,  warrants 
could  not  be  issued  for  more  than  400  acres 
to  any  one  applicant ,  but  the  act  of  that 
year,  with  reference  to  these  lands  allowed 
warrants  to  issue  for  amounts  not  exceed-  : 
ing  1,000  acres  in  one  warrant,  and  it  also 
contained  a  proviso,  that  settlements  were 
not  to  be  made,  when  hostilities  were  in 
progress  with  the  Indians  ;  this  gave  rise  to 
much  litigation.  The  Holland  land  company 
had  made  application  and  paid  for  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  warrants. 
This  and  other  large  companies  had  much 
difficulty  in  locating  their  warrants,  until 
in  1801,  an  act  was  passed,  allowing  the 
recieving  of  applications  and  the  issuing  of 
warrants,  without  previous  settlement,  for 
all  lands  in  the  purchase  east  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  river. 

This  allowed  these  large  companies  to 
lay  their  warrants,  on  unsettled  land,  which 
they  did  on  considerably  more  than  half  of 
all  the  land  in  Clarion  county,  and  other 
parts,  where  the  settlements  commenced 
before  1801-2,  most  of  the  land  was  sur¬ 
veyed  in  warrants  of  400  acres  and  less, 
but  in  the  western  and  northern  parts  of 
the  county,  where  the  settlements  were 
later,  the  land  was  all  surveyed  and  patent¬ 
ed  to  these  large  companies  in  tracts  of 
1000  acres.  Of  these  the  Holland,  and  what 
is  known  as  the  Bingham  company,  were 
the  largest,  but  there  were  many  other 
companies  and  private  individuals,  who 
laid  out  warrants  on  land  in  this  and  ad¬ 
joining  counties,  which  had  a  tendoncy  to 
retard  rather  than  encourage  settlement 
and  improvement. 

The  Clarion  river  was  the  dividing  line 
between  Armstrong  and  Venango  counties. 
In  early  times  this  river  was  known  as 
Stump  creek,  and  sometimes  as  Toby’s 
creek,  and  it  is  said  that  it  got  these  two 
names  after  two  Indian  hunters,  who  were 
in  the  habit,  (in  the  winter  time,)  of  going 
up  this  river  in  canoes,  to^  hunt  and  trap. 


They  would  return  each  spring  witEtheir 
furs  and  meat  to  their  villages  down  the 
Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers.  These  names 


were  retained,  until  an  act  of  assembly  was 
passed  declaring  it  a  public  highway  under 
£  the  name  of  the  Clarion  river. 

On  these  warrants  issued  to  the  Holland 
|  land  company,- Bingham  company,  Judge 
■  Peters  and  others,  surveys  were  commen¬ 
ced  to  be  made  as  early  as  1794.  It  is 
said  that  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  State 
was  in  need  of  money,  and  borrowed  money 
from  capitalists  in  Holland,  which  had 
much  to  do  with  changes  in  the  law,  re¬ 
stricting  warrants  to  actual  settlers,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  alone,  the 
legislature  was  willing  to  sell  large  bodies 
of  land  to  companies. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENTS. 

The  first  white  man  who  settled  within 


. 


the  limits  of  Clarion  county,  was  Capt. 


Samuel  Brady,  who  settled  on  the  land  up 
on  which  East  Brady  now  stands,  about 
the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  re- 
:d  long  enough  to  obtain  a  settlement 
right. 

Capt.  Brady  was  born  on  the  Susquehan¬ 
na,  near  Northumberland,  and  his  father 
and  mother  were  both  killed  by  the  Indians ; 
and  he  swore  eternal  vengeance  against  the 
whole  savage  tribe,  and  became,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  a  noted  Indian  hunter 
and  scout,  and  conducted  many  small  expe¬ 
ditions  through  western  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  against  the  Indians  for  Gen.  Broad- 
head,  who  was  the  commander  of  Fort  Pitt. 
A  description  of  these  will  not  be  of  inter¬ 
est  in  this  sketch,  except  what  relates  to 
Clarion  county.  The  Indians,  had  become 
very  troublesome  along  the  Allegheny  river 
and  had  committed  many  depredations  on 
the  lower  settlements.  Gen.  Broadhead 
started  with  a  considerable  force  up  the  riv¬ 
er  after  them.  Capt.  Brady,  who  was  in 
advance  with  a  small  body  of  scouts,  dis 
covered  the  Indians  on  the  flat,  where  East 
Brady  and  Mr.  Cunningham’s  farm  now  are, 
and  with  the  eye  of  a  commander  of  no 
small  merit,  he  took  in  the  situation  in  a 
moment.  He  being  familiar  with  the  lo 
cality,  concluded  the  Indians  would  make 
for  the  narrow  pass,  where  the  steep  hill 
puts  in  between  East  Brady  and  Catfish.  So 
without  giving  them  any  notice  of  his  pres¬ 
ence,  he  stationed  himself  and  his  men 
along  the  rocky  cliff.  The  Indians,  as  soon 
as  the  main  army  approached,  retreated  up 
the  river,  with  intent  to  gain  the  narrow 
pass,  where  a  small  force  could  easily  defend 
against  a  large  one.  But  when  they  arrived 
there  they  found  Capt.  Brady  and  his  men 
in  this  impregnable  position,  who  opened 


.  upon  them,  and  witfTthe  main _ _ 

their  rear,  escape  seemed  impossible,  and  fe 
did  escape.  Some  attempted  to  cross  the 
river,  where  the  water  is  always  dead,  and 
nearly  the  whole  party  were  killed  or  taken 
prisoners. 

Capt.  Brady  had  only  a  cabin  on  this 
land,  and  followed  hunting  game  and  Indi¬ 
ans  after  the  war  closed.  He  was  indicted 
in  Pittsburgh  for  killing  an  Indian,  add 
gave  this  Brady’s  Bend  tract  of  land  to 
Judge  Ross,  who  was  an  attorney  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh  at  that  time,  for  defending  him,  and 
who  succeeded  in  having  him  acquitted. 
Judge  Ross  did  obtain  the  title  to  this 
land,  but  the  recital  in  the  deeds  on  record 
do  not  Low  or  from  whom  he  received 1 

his  title. 

SETTLEMENTS. 

The  first  permanent  white  -settlement 
was  made  near  Strattanville,  as  nearly  as 
can  be  determined,  in  1801.  There  were 
two  bands  settled  there,  one  from  West¬ 
moreland,  under  the  leadership  of  Gen. 


Craig,  and  the  other  from  Penn’s  Valley, 


Center  county.  They  numbered  about;  1 
125  persons.  Among  these  were  the  Guth-  jj 
ries,  Maffetts,  OrrB,  McGuires,  Clovers,1 1 
Potters,  Idoungs,  and  many  others.  Set-M 
tlements  were  also  made  about  the  same  ' 
time  on  Piney,  by  Col.  John  Sloan,  Tate, 
Allison  and  others;  and  on  Licking,  by 
Delp,  Stanford,  and  the  Wilsons,  near  thej 
mouth  of  said  creek. 

These  are  believed  to  be  the  actual  first 
settlers  within  the  limits  of  the  county,  by 
-  one  or  two  years.  And  it  is  said  that  Mrs.  |  , 
Corbett,  of  Strattanville,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Guthrie,  was  the  first  white  L 
child  born  in  the  county.  Hugh  Reed  jjj; 
followed  the  next  year,  and  settled  at  Reeds- ; 
burg,  and  built  the  first  regular  grist  mill 
south  of  the  Clarion  river,  which  stood  1 
close  to  .  where  the  village  now  stands. 
These  people  were  induced  to  come  here, 
to  stand  the  many  hardships  they  experi¬ 
enced,  with  the  belief  that  the  land  was 
vacant,  and  subject  to  settlement  and  pre¬ 
emption,  but  for  the  reasons  I  gave  before, 


were  eventually  compelled  to  pay  these  j 
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large  companies  their  price  for  the  'and. 

Other  settlements  soon  followed  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Clarion,  mostly  from  e 
Westmoreland  county.  Capt.  Neely,  the 
the  Bests,  Knights,  Kelleys,  Jieevers,  and 
many  who  very  soon  followed,  were  the 
first  on  the  west  side  of  the  Clarion,  and 
Henry  Best,  built  the  first  grist  mill  in 
that  section,  on  Beavercreek;  and  Henry' 
Myers,  the  father  of  Col.  Jas.  S.  Myers  of - 
Franklin,  built  the  first  grist  mill  on 
Clarion  river,  at  or  near  the  place  where| 
Davis’  mill  now  stands.  This  part  of  I 


county,  at  that  day,  was  all  Richland 
township,  Venango  county,  and  south  of 
the  river  was  aZI  Toby  township,  Arm¬ 
strong  county.  Thus  the  whole  of  Clari¬ 
on  county  was  first  organized  into  two  , 
townships  which  now  comprise  thirty  dis¬ 
tricts. 

Other  settlements  soon  followed  on  Red 
Bank  creek,  by  the  Mohneys,  Yeaneys, 
Kecks  and  others,  and  on  Leathertfood  by 
the  Henrys,  Beattys,  and  others.  At 
Rimersburg  by  James  Pinks,  for  whom 
the  town  was  named  for  many  years.  In 
the  neighborhood  of  that  place  were, 
the  Rankins,  Hoseys,  Kerrs,  and  Lawsons. 

TOWNS  AND  VILLAGES. 


Strattanville  is  the  oldest  town,  and  was 
founded  by  J.  R.  Strattan’s  father,  the 
former  with  J.  W.  Guthrie,  Samuel  Wil- 
n,  W.  H.  Lowry,  still  reside  there. 
Callensburg  was  founded  by  Hugh  Cal-’ 
len,  in  1820.  The  Alexanders,  Samuel 
Kifer  and  others  of  the  early  settlers  still 
live  there. 

New  Bethlehem  is  a  town  of  later  date, 
p  Among  its  first  settlers,  were  Thos.  McKel- 
vy,  John  Himes  and  Maj.  McNutt.  It  is 
a  flourishing  and  large  place. 

East  Brady  is  of  recent  origin,  and  it  is  a 
flourishing  town,  and  the  second  largest  in 
the  county.  The  ground  upon  which  it 
stands  mostly  belonged  to  J.  M.  Cunning¬ 
ham,  and  the  same  that  the  title  is  believed 
to  have  come  through  Capt.  Brady,  as  before 
mentioned. 

St.  Petersburg  is  the  largest  town  in  the 
county,  and  got  its  name  from  Judge 
Peters,  who  donated  a  piece  of  land  for 
church  purposes.  The  first  settlers  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  were  Jacob  Vensel, 
Ashbaughs,  Shoups,  Fousts,  Ritz,  Finks, 
and  many  others.  This  was  a  very  small 
vallage  when  oil  was  discovered  in  that 
neighborhood  in  1871. 

Shippenville  was  founded  about  1830,  by 
Judge  Shippen.  Among  the  first  settlers 
in  that  vicinity,  were  the  Blacks,  Kisers, 
and  Mahles.  This  village  languished  for 
some  time,  until  the  recent  disoovery  of  oil, 
which  has  put  it  in  quite  a  flourishing 
condition. 

Fryburg  has  become  quite  a  business 
|  place.  The  first  settlement  there  wassail¬ 
ed  Kapp’s  settlement,  and  was  first  settled 
by  the  Kapps,  Seigworths,  and  Henlens. 

Tylersburg  is  of  more  recent  date,  and 
was  first  settled  by  John  Walters,  so  the 
writer  is  informed,  and  is  a  town  of  con 
rfiderahle  business  importance. 

Old  Mr.  Foglebacher  was  the  first  settler 
in  Knox  township;  that  for  many  years  was 
called  Foglebacher  Settlement.  About  the 


ft 


same  time  old  Mr.  Shilliuger,  George  Wal¬ 
ters  and  others  settled  there. 

I  Alexander  McNaughton  was  the  first  set¬ 
tler  at  Helen  Furnace.  The  place  took  its 
name  from  him.  Being  a  Scotchmam,  he 
I  was  called  Highland  or  Helen  Alick.  This 
has  become  quite  a  business  village. 

I  Edenburg  is  an  old  village,  but  was  com- 
fP’j'  '' d  of  a  few  houses  and  a  store  until  the 
.  oil  belt  was  discovered  to  pass  through. 
Now  within  the  last  two  years  it  has  in¬ 
creased  to  many  hundred  inhabitants,  and 
is  a  great  mart  for  business  of  all  kinds 
I  incident  to  an  oil  town. 


Turkey  City  is  also  considerable  of  an 
oil  town,  and  is  entirely  new  siuce  the  oil 
development.  Dogtown,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  is  also  an  old  village  of  but  a  few 
houses,  but  siuce  the  oil,  has  become  quite  * 
a  large  town,  with  a  large  business. 

Curllsville,  Salem,  Beaver  City,  Phillips- 
ton,  Reidsburg,  Sligo,  Rimersburg,  Green¬ 
ville,  West  Freedom,  Lickingville,  and 
many  other  smaller  villages  might  be  men- 
tioned,  which  are  of  much  importance  as 
trading  points  iu  their  neighborhoods. 

Clarion  is  the  county  seat.  The  town 
was  laid  out  late  in  the  year  1839.  The 
buildings  were  put  up  in  the  early  part  of 
1840.  The  first  court  was  held  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Capt.  A.  H.  Alex-  j 
ander — then  by  the  late  Capt.  Rob’t  Barber. 

It  was  afterwards  held  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  old  jail  until  the  old  court  house  was 
finished  in  1844.  This  court  house  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  in  March,  1859.  The 
courts  from  that  date  to  the  finishing  of 
the  new  court  house  in  1862  was  held  in 
the  Presbyterian  church.  The  old  jail  was 
used  as  a  prison  until  within  the  last 
two  years,  when  the  new  jail  was  built  at 
a  cost  of  about  $120,000. 

Among  the  early  settlers  here  who  still 
survive,  are  Judge  Campbell,  Col.  Coulter, 
Judge  Sweeny,  and  Col.  Alexander.  Clar¬ 
ion  has  almost  doubled  its  population  in 
the  last  five  years,  and  bids  fair  to  soon  be 
,the  largest  town  in  the  county. 

There  are  many  other  early  settlements 
that  deserve  notice,  and  also  many  early 
pioneers,  who  came  to  this  county  when 
the  roads  were  merely  paths,  when  the  only 
conveyance  was  the  horse  with  the  pack 
saddle,  who  carried  their  iron,  salt  and  oth-  , 
er  necessary  store  goods  from  distant  set-  P 
tlements;  who  used  the  hand  mill  and 
hominy  block  to  grind  or  crack  the  meal  | 
for  their  bread,  who  wore  buckskin  and 
home  made  clothing,  who  used  brush  for 
plows,  and  harrows,  and  submitted  cheer-  Jj 
fully  to  all  the  other  privations  of  a  back 
woods  settlement,  who  deserve  honorable 


mention,  and  whose  desca 


live 


the  county,  wealthy  and  influential  men 
and  to  whom,  in  a  great  measure,  the  coun¬ 
ty  is  indebted  for  its  prosperity.  But  the 
limit  of  this  sketch,  and  the  time  allotted 
me,  prevent  any  further  mention  of  early 
pioneers. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  Capt.  Neely]* 
raised  a  company  of  volunteer  minute  men 
for  the  protection  of  the  harbor  of  Erie. 
He  was  the  captain,  and  James  Thompson 
1st  lieutenant,  and  Nathaniel  Lang  was  2d 
lieutenant.  They  held  themselves  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  march  at  any  moment,  and  were 
under  the  command  of  General  Meade.  In 
1814  they  were  ordered  out  just  in  harvest 
time.  In  a  few  hours  they  were  on  their 
march  to  Lake  Erie—leaving  the  harvest, 
then  just  ripe,  to  the  care  of  the  worsen 
and  children,  taking  with  them  their  pro¬ 
visions  and  bedding,  not  furnished  by  the 
government,  but  by  themselves,  This 
-  company  was  composed  of  the  old  settlers  I 
have  named,  and  many  others.  There  were 
|  during  that  war,  many  from  the  south  side 
of  the  Clarion  who  went  to  Lake  Erie,  and 
also  many  who  went  with  Gen.  Roh’t  Orr 
(then  major)  in  his  memorable  campaign  to 
Fort  Meigs.  Amongst  these  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  Col.  John  Sloan,  the  noted  Indian 
fighter. 

During  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion, 
Clarion  county  answered  promptly,  and  filled 
up  her  quota  as  rapidly  as  any  county  in  the 
State.  A  history  of  these  would  require  a 
volume  ;  but  it  is  all  given  in  Bates’  His¬ 
tory  of  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

The  Indians,  it  seems,  never  had  a  set-, 
tied  habitation  in  Clarion  county,  so  iar  as 
I  can  get  any  information;  but  this  seems 
to  have  been  reserved  for  a  hunting  ground, 
as  many  evidences  of  their  camps  were 
found  in  an  early  day.  An  Indian  by  the 
name  of  Jack  Snow  was  for  many  years  in 
the  habit  of  coming  up  the  Clarion  river  to 
hunt  and  trap.  Sheriff  Delo,  recollects 
the  last  time  he  ever  came  here.  It  was 
in  the  fall  of  1809,  he  and  his  party  of, 
hunters  and  squaws,  stopped  and  built  a 
camp  at  the  mouth  of  Deer  creek ;  after 
they  had  been  there  some  time,  Snow  got 
in  a  quarrel  with  some  white  men,  who 
had  gone  to  his  camp.  After  the  white 
men  left,  one  of  theiq,  (whose  name  I  will 
not  mention])  threatened  to  shoot  Snow  the 
first  opportunity  that  offered.  Sheriff  De- 
lo’s  father  who  then  lived  at  the  mouth  of 
Piney,  went  over  the  river,  and  advised 
Snow  to  leave,  informing  him  at  the  same 
time  of  the  threat  made  against  his  life. 

This  had  the  desired  effect,  and  in  a 
short  time  the  camp  was  broken  up.  The 


meat,  furs,  ana  an  tne  camp  kxtures  pt 
-  ed  the  canoes  loaded,  and  pulled  out 
,1  started  down  the  Clarion  river — the  lastj 
y*  hunting  party  of  Indians  that  ever  visited! 
P  Clarion  county. 

At  the  place  where  Sligo  Furnace  now! 
stands  was  an  open  plain,  which  was  sup¬ 
posed  by  some  to  be  a  natural  prarie,  and  i 
by  others  that  the  Indians  had  destroyed 
the  timber  to  promote  the  growth  of  grass,  ; 
upon  which  the  deer  and  elk  might 
that  congregated  at  that  place  in  consequence 
of  the  natural  lick  that  existed  there.  Inj 
this  prairie  there  were  from  15  to  20  acres, ^ 
and  it  is  said  that  the  first  hay  ever  made: 
in  the  county,  was  made  there,  by  Mr.  Help! 
and  Mr.  Sanford.  Just  below  there  is  a| 
place  along  Licking,  where  the  Indians; 
made  lead,  as  the  remains  of  the  furnanee, 
are  said  to  be  still  visible.  This  led  I 
many  people,  of  late  years  to  believe  there 
was  lead  ore  in  this  vicinity,  and  many] 
searches  have  been  made  without  success. 

Of  the  churches,  the  church  about  three] 
miles  south  of  Clarion,  called  old  Rehobotb, 
is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  church] 
built  on  the  south  side.  The  Presbyterian] 
church  now  known  as  New  Rehoboth — but] 
which  is  an  old  church — has  taken  its 
place.  On  the  west  side  of  the  Clarion,! 
the  first  church  was  built  of  logs  on  the] 
same  ground  upon  which  the  stone  church 
near  Bests  now  stands,  but  not  on  the 
same  site.  This  stone  church  is  the  third: 
church  built  there.  The  log  church  was! 
built  in  1812,  and  was  also  used  as  a  school]' 
house.  Rev.  Koch  was  the  first  minister.  I 
These  churches  were  all  German  Reformed 
and  Lutheran  united.  The  second  church  I 
was  of  frame  and  was  built  in  1 859.  ] 
Since  then  noble  edifices  of  all  Christian 
denominations  have  sprung  up  all  over  the  j 
county,  which  do  credit  to  the  Christian 
spirit  and  liberality  of  the  people. 

The  lumber  and  boat  building  business  a  j 
few  years  since  was  very  flourishing  in  this  I 
county;  but  since  the  late  panic,  has  rather! 
languished,  but  the  general  shrinkage  in  all 
prices,  has  enabled  the  lumbermen,  to  man¬ 
ufacture  at  a  much  lower  cost,  and  with 
the  increased  home  consumption,  there  is  a 
fair  profit  now  in  the  business.  In  the 
early  day  of  the  lumber  trade,  along  the 
Clarion,  square  timber  was  taken  out  and 
run  to  Pittsburgh  and  sold  for  three  and 
four  cents  per  cubic  foot.  The  business  | 
has  been  a  great  source  of  wealth  to  the  j 
county,  affording  employment  to  the  labor- 
ing  people,  and  a  good  and  convenient  mar-! 
ket  for  the  produce  of  the  farmer.  Although 
the  forests  are  much  thinned  by  fifty  years! 
of  cutting,  yet  much  valuable  timber 


_ 


mains,  ana  will  continue  tor  years  to  come 
to  add  largely  to  the  income  of  the  county. 

The  iron  business  was  commenced  here 
about  1830.  Shippen,  Black,  Hamilton, 
Humes  and  Judge  Myers  were  the  pioneers. 

At  one  time  27  or  28  furnaces  were  in 
full  operation,  making  nearly  if  not  entirely 
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40,000  tons  of  iron  yearly.  It  was  then 
called  the  iron  county.  These  furnaces 
were  all  run  with  charcoal,  and  made  a 
superior  quality  of  metal,  but  ail  have 
ceased  operations,  and  many  have  disap¬ 
peared,  so  that  no  vestige  of  them  remains 
J  except  large  piles  of  cinders,  that  centuries 
will  hardly  obliterate.  The  iron  business 
in  Clarion  county  has  permanently  gone 
down;  the  furnaces  in  the  east  and  west  can 
not  be  competed  with  here.  The  business 


did  not  afford  much  profit  to  the  operators, 
as  a  rule,  but  it  did  much  to  clear  out  and 
bring  population  to  the  county. 

The  coal  business  is  yet  in  its  infancy 
as  but  few  mines  are  worked  from  which 
coal  is  shipped  to  market,  but  nearly,  the 
whole  county  is  underlaid  with  coal,  and 
most  of  it  of  a  very  superior  quality,  almost 
equal  to  the  Pittsburgh  coal.  The  day  is 
not  far  distanced  when  this  business  will 
be  one  of  our  great  items  of  traffic. 


OIL. 


Within  the  last  ten  years  a  new  industry 
has  arisen  in  this  county,  which  bids  fair  to 
make  it 'one  of  the  wealthiest  comities  in 
the  State.  I  propose  to  give  a  synopsis  of 
the  business  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
have  not  gone  to  the  trouble  to  inquire.  Oil 
was  first  produced  in  Clarion  county  in  1866, 
and  I  will  give  the  average  daily  yield  since 
that  time:  1866,  8  barrels;  1867,  20  bar¬ 
rels  ,  1868,  80  barrels  ;  1869, 100  barrels  \ 
1870,  200  barrels ;  1871,  500  barrels  • 
1872,  3,000  barrels  ;  1873,4,000  barrels- 
1874,4,500  barrels;  1875,  5,000;  1876' 
6,000.  The  average  price  was  as  follows  • 
Up  to  1870,  about  $6  ;  1871.  $5  ;  1872 
$3.75;  1873,  $1.25 ;  1874,  97  cents ;  1875 
$1.30  1876,  $180.  The  cost  of 

producing  oil  is  about  $1  per  barrel.  About 
2  000  wells  have  been  drilled  that  produced 
oil  in  paying  quantities.  About  7  or  8 
oarreis  has  been  the  average  yield.  The 
largest  well  was  250  barrels.  About  $5  000 
was  formerly  the  cost  of  drilling  a  well ;  mow 
it  is  about  $4, OOO.  There  are  now  about 
400  produemg  wells.  The  oil  belt  west  of 
the  Clarion  river,  and  the  only  one  so  far 
discovered,  runs  in  the  direction  of  about 
50  degrees  east  of  north. 

Ifc  is  .believed  by  experienced  men  that 
oil  will_  increase  in  Clarion  county,  but  de¬ 
crease  m  the  whole  field,  when  much  bet 
ter  prices  will  be  obtained. 

— 


The  writer  of  this  is  indebted  to  Col.^ 
Wm.  P.  Finley  and  Maj.  H.  Wetter,  for 
these  estimates— both  intelligent  and  prac-  ■ 
tical  oil  operators, 

In  conclusion  I  will  say,  that  the  pro¬ 
gress  our  people  have  made  in  the  last  75 
years,  should  be  a  satisfaction  to  every  one 
possessed  of  any  local  pride.  If  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  to  day  would  emulate  the  virtue,  in¬ 
dustry  and  economy  of  the  people  of  the 
early  times  in  the  county,  we  might  be¬ 
speak  for  Clarion  county  a  glorious  future. 


s  Bate,  . . 


I 


EDENBURG. 


I 

How  many  of  our  readers  ever  gave 
a  passing  thought  to  the  significance  of 
the  name  of  the  town.  Edenburg  seems 
common  enough,  and  nothing  out  of  the 
ordinary  is  noticed  when  the  word  is  used. 
Yet  a  part  of  the  name  dates  back  to  the 
time  of  the  first  man  and  woman  who 
were  privileged  beyond  the  rest  of  man¬ 
kind,  to  dwell  in  the  garden  of  Eden. 

The  three  farms  that  being  united  con¬ 
tained  one  hundred  and  '  sixty  acres  of 
land  on  which  the  town  stands, was  origi-, 
i  ually  purchased  by  J.  G.  Mendenhall, 
Esq.,  and  on  the  property  he  erected  and 
conducted  the  “Eden  Inn.”  The  beauty 
of  the  farm  suggested  to  the  owner  a  gar¬ 
den  spot  that  might  be  named  after  the 
Biblical  garden  of  our  first  parents. 

The  laud  seemed  to  have  been  protect¬ 
ed  by  nature  from  the  elements  and  in 
its  position  well  adapted  to  the  cultivation 
of  food  for  man.  Forming  as  it  does  a 
dell,  secluded  and  snug,  the  hills  shel¬ 
tered  it  on  all  sides  while  the  valley  gave 
promise  of  blossoming  as  the  rose. 

Mr.  Mendenhall  purchased  part  of  the 
land  in  1S40,  adding  to  it  the  two  farms, 
one  on  the  east  and  one  on  the  west  about 
a  year  or  so  later.  The  farm  he  lived  on 
he  called  “Eden,”  one  of  the  others  “Je¬ 
rusalem”  and  the  other  “Egypt,”  the 
center  farm  Eden  being  his  residence  and 


rich  was'situated  the  Eden  Inn. 

J.  I.  Best  was  the  farmer  and  at  the 
same  time  had  a  little  hillside  shop  where 
he  repaired  the  fire  arms  of  the  neighbors 
when  they  needed  fixing. 

The  first  store  we  can  find  an  account 
of  was  owned  and  conduced  by  Drake  & 
Richardson.  Later  a  postoffice  was  estab¬ 
lished  and  named  Knox,  the  origin  of  the 
name  we  failed  to  learn.  The  next  store 
was  opened  by  Coulter  and  Patrick,  then 
came  John  M.  Kurtz  and  P.  F.  Kribbs  in 
1S61,  this  was  the  most  extensive  store  of 
that  day  and  which  has  continued  through 
prosperity  and  adversity,  through  storms 
and  fires  unto  the  present  day  and  is  still 
the  largest  in  this  section  and  conducted 
by  B.  A.  Kribbs  &  Co.,  mention  of  whiVU 
firm  will  be  made  more  extensively  later. 

Some  of  the  pioneers  of  Edenburg, 
men  who  came  and  remained  to  work  out 
the  future  greatness  of  the  town,  were  : 
Prentess,  Bailett,  Hahn,  Kribbs,  Fertig, 
Plummer,  Gray,“Brundred,  Turner,  Wet¬ 
ter  and  others  whose  names  we  do  not 
li^ve. 

Edenburg  was  only  a  quiet,  ordinary 
little  country  village  up  to  1871,  when 
the  great  excitement — Oil,  reached  the 
quiet  community  and  sent  visions  of 
wealth  flashing  before  their  eyes.  Dreams 
of  affluence,  of  a  mighty  city,  of  large  in¬ 
dustries  and  great  power  were  to  them 
possible  and  at  one  time  in  the  history  of 
the  place  it  it  looked  as  if  some  of  the 
dreams  were  to  be  realized. 

As  the  oil  belt  extended  to  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  town,  the  land  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty  was  quickly  leased .  The  wave  of  oil- 
dom  had  reached  them  and  the  drill  was 
at  work  from  which  they  looked  for  the 
flowing  wealth. 

The  first  well  proved  to  be  a  dry  ho  e 
and  while  for  a  time  it  was  a  disappoint¬ 
ment  it  was  of  short  duration.  Mr.  Brun- 
dred  was  the  first  operator  and  the  dry  ' 
hole  above  noted  belonged  to  him.  The  j 
well  was  situated  on  the  Elschlager  farm.  I 
Jacob  Hahn  and  George  Kribbs  got  a| 
small  well  on  the  Kiser  farm  in  March, | 
1873.  This  was  followed  by  a  dry  hole 
on  the  Best  farm.  During  these  opera¬ 
tions  a  number  of  people  had  gathered  in 
the  place  and  erected  temporary  build¬ 
ings  but  fearing  that  the  territory  would 
prove  unproductive,  pulled  up  stakes  and 
left  for  other  places. 

In  June  of  1S72  the  St.  Lawrence  well 


proved  to  be  large  and  other  good  wells 
followingjin  sucession,  proving,  the  fact 
that  Edenburg  was  situated  on  a  rich  oil 
belt  and  the  news  soon  filled  the  place 
with  a  permanent  population,  who  erec¬ 
ted  buildings  with  the  intention  of  re¬ 
maining  and  the  boom  had  come  to  stay. 
Then  it  was  that  Esquire  Mendenhall  laid 
out  the  town,  making  the  streets  40  feet 
wide  and  finished  the  plot  of  the  present 
town.  The  ‘Squire  was  a  man  of  wealth 
and  enjoyed  it.  History  tells  of  him 
that  he  owned  a  deer  park  and  also  kept 
a  yard  full  of  wild  geese,  but?  that  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  the  time  proved  too  much  for 
the  wild  geese  and  like  many  fortunes  in¬ 
vested  in  oil  operations,  flew  away.  It 1 
is  another  historical  fact  that  -having  no  J 
lock  up,  ‘Squire  Atwell,  chained  a  cap¬ 
tive  to  an  apple  tree  and  kept  him  in  the 
cold  all  night  and  that  in  the  morning 


the  prisoner  was  touncl  sniveling  to  sucn 
an  extent  that  the  chains  rattled  violent¬ 
ly.  The  ‘Squire  thought  justice  had  been 
satisfied  and  let  him  go. 

The  first  physician  of  the  town'was  Dr. 
E.  W.  Northrup.  At  the  time  he  com¬ 
menced  to  practice  a  friend  suggested 
that  the  town  first  lay  out  a  cemetery  for 
the  doctors  convenience,  but  the  doctor 
jgnored  the  idea  and  went  ahead  leaving 
the  graveyard  for  the  people  to  prepare 
in  time.  Having  a  physician,  the  next 
in  order  was  the  drug  store,  and  this  was 
opened  by  William  Whitling.  The  de  • 
mand  of  the  oil  men  and  carpenters  for 
hardware,  induced  J.  D.  Wolf  to  open 
the  first  store  of  that  kind  in  the  town . 
Then  followed  the  grocery  store  of  Har¬ 
rington  &  Irvin. 

In  1S44,  T.  J.  Crawford  was  appointed 
postmaster. 

The  influx  of  the  oil  men  necessitated 
also  places  at 


hotel 


accommodations 
which  the  thirst  of  the  populace  could  be 
assuaged.  Page  Mapleson  erected 
first  hotel. 


Page  Mapleson  erected  the 
This  hotel  was  built  entirely 
on  faith  and  it  is  said  that  it  required  a 
good  deal  of  faith  to  imagine  it  a  hotel. 
We  are  told  that  at  this  time  there  were 
110  liquor  license  in  town,  but  that  if  you 
needed  the  “stuff’'  you  could  go  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  place ,  drop  the  amount  of  money  in 
!  a  drawer,  give  a  certain  signal,  and  lo  and 
j  behold,  the  whiskey  appeared -and 
though  said  to  be  the  best,  was  regular 
dead-shot-kill-me-quick  kind.  That  a  j 
man  who  had  beeii  injured  by  nitro-gly- 


cerine  having  beel  given  some  of  tKe 
whiskey  to  relieve  the  pain;  requested 
another  charge  of  glycerine  to  kill  the 
whiskey,  hater,  Robert  Orr,  of  St.  Pet¬ 
ersburg,  purchased  the  (  otel  from  Mr. 
Mapleson  and  rebuilt  and  refitted  it  mak- 
|  ing  a  much  more  comfortable  hostelry. 
This  building  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
Jauaury  1S75  and  rebuild  by  Orr  &  Bryan. 
A  much  finer  hotel  being  erected,  which 
was  also  destoyed  by  fire  in  October,  1S7S, 
and  again  built  by  Mr.  Orr,  became  bet- 
j  ter  than  ever.  Till/  third  time  seemed  to 
be  the  charm  and  from' that  time  on  be- 
j  came  a  charming  place  to  stop  at  under 
j  the  management  of  that  prince  of  land¬ 
lords,  Mr.  Robert  Orr.  The  name  of  the 
hotel,  The  Edenburg  House,  became 
known  all  over  the  country,  and  any 
traveler  who  did  not  know  Mr.  Orr  and 
his  splendid  hospitality  and  accomplished 
manners,  was  out  of  date.  Mr.  Orr  and 
his  hotel  are  land  marks  of  Edenbnrg  and 
his  heart  and  interests  were  always  cen¬ 
tered  in  the  town.  Mr.  Orr  still  retains' 
that  courtliness  of  manner  that  has 
made  him  so  popular. 

The  Bennett  House  was  built  on  north 
Main  street,  the  accommodations  being 
good  and  the  house  popular.  Other  ho¬ 
tels  that  flourished  in  their  day  in  the 
town,  were  the  Clarion  House, Grand  Cen¬ 
tral,  Rialto,  Moran,  St.  Cloud,  United 
States,  Ross,  City,  Apollo  and  Petroleum. 
High  sounding  names  truly. 

The  application  to  incorporate  Eden¬ 
burg  as  a  borough  met  with  some  oppo¬ 
sition  and  consequently  was  delayed. 

Squire  Atwell  dispensed  justice  and 
had  his  hands  full  controling  the  rou0-!! 
characters  which  tried  to  control  the 
town. 

Mr.  Samuel  Magee  nailed  up  his 
shingle  in  the  town  as  Attorney-at-Eaw. 
He  is  spoken  of  as  a  rough  and  ready,  of 
fine  figure,  smiling  countenance,  ready 
for  any  and  everything.  He  had  charge 
of  the  Anitnal  Show  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Methodist  church,  and  made  a  success  of 
it.  The  Animal  Show  consisted  of  a 

I  looking  glass  with  a  curtain  in  front  of  it 
and  after  paying  your  money  and  when 
you  named  the  animal  you  wanted  to  see, 
he  removed  the  curtain  and  you  beheld 
yourself.  It  was  rather  embarrassing  if 
you  mentioned  such  an  animal  as—  well, 
hog.  No  one  was  ojiended,  however, and 
a  nice  sum  was  realized. 


1  In  the  spring  of  1S76  the  necessit"of 
j havinS  a  bank  was  fel L  The  greenbacks 
were  accumulating  as  oil  was  going  up  in  ! 
price  and  coming  up  out  of  the  ground  ' 
rapidly,  property  was  advancing  and 
business  boomin  Or 

o  * 

Messrs.  F.  Merrick  and  G.  W.  Conley 
commenced  the  banking  business  under 
the  name  of  the  Edenburg  Bank.  The 
members  of  the  bank  had  but  little  capi¬ 
tal  but  that  was  really  of  no  consequence 
as  deposits  come  in  rapidly  scon  reaching 
hundreds  of  thousand  dollars,  in  seek-' 
ing  investments  for  this  large  sum  of 
money  it  went  out  to  oil  operators  and 
othere  of  the  same  class.  When  oil  de- 
|  dined  the  bank  became  embarrassed  and 
Lfinally  made  an  assignment  to  S.  M. 
Crosby,  who  delayed  settlement  hoping 
1  for  a  raise  of  value  w'hich  did  not  come 
1  and  finally  settled  for  13^  per  cent  on  1 
I  the  dollar.  The  loss  of  the  money  was  I 
I  hard  on  the  depositors.  ‘ 

The  Clarion  County  Bank  was  opened  i 
in  the  latter  part  of  1876.  This  bank  I 
has  lived  through  fire  and  flame,  through 
times  of  prosperity  and  depression  and! 
today  is  one  of  the  safe  monied  institu¬ 
tions  of  the  county.  A  more  thorough; 
history  of  this  bank  will  appear  later. 

Huff  s  Bank  came  to  Edenburg  from  i 
Elk  City  and  after  doing  business  for  a 
while  went  to  Bradford 
Under  the  borough  charter  that 
had  at  last  been  obtained.  P.  F. 

Knbbs  was  elected  the  first  bur¬ 
gess;  J.  I.  Best,  Robert  Bryan,  John  Cal- 
lilian,  J.  B.  Painter,  D.  J.  Wynkoop  and 
E.  W.  Crabb  the  first  councilmen  with 
R.  A.  Faller  .Secretary.  The  first  meet- 
ing  of  the  council  was  held  December  13 
1S76.  The  charter  which  had  been  pro-  j 
cured  by  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Jenks  cost 
$280.  The  income  of  the  borough  was! 
large  and  is  described  by  some  of  the  old 
residents  as  a  flowing  well.  To  give  ! 

some  idea  of  the  revenue  the  borough  re¬ 
ceived  we  quote  from  M.  E.  Hess  Nearly 
recollections  of  Edenburg  the  following: 
Collected  from  fines  -  $1,884*52 

“  licenses,  1,089.25  J 

taxed,  -  1, 366. So 

Total, 

The  expenses  of  the  borough 
respondingly  high. 

For  Police  Force, 

Street  Commissioner, 

Water  works 


$4,337-57 
u7as  cor- 


$1, 134.00 
332.74 
525-00 


Hose  House, 'Carriages,  etc.,  773-53 
Lockup,  ...  3S3.00 

,1  ' 

Total,  3,i29’27 

Other  expenses  aclddd  ’showed  an  in¬ 
debtedness  on  the  Auditor’s  report  of 
April  16,  187S  of  $1,706.40,  but  other 
items  added  to  it  made  the  sum  total 
$2500. 

The  streets  of  the  town  during  the 
heighth  of  the  oil  boom  were  in  a  fearful 
condition.  One  team  stuck  in  the  mud 
below  Kribb’s  corner  on  State  street.  The 
historian  says  he  thinks  the  teamster  un¬ 
hitched  his  horses  and  waited  for  better 
weather  to  get  the  wagon  out  of  the  mud. 

When  the  borough  obtained  its  charter 
Mr.  Chas.  Shaw,  with  some  other  gentle¬ 
men  secured  from  the  borough  a  fran¬ 
chise  for  a  Water  Works.  They  erected 
tanks  on  the  hill  and  piped  the  town. 
The  borough  paid  this  company  $66.60  a  ! 
mouth  for  water  but  it  was  found  the 
supply  in  case  of  fire  was  not  sufficient. 
The  borough  withdrew  its  support  and 
the  company  went  out  of  business,  sell¬ 
ing  the  pipe  to  J.  M.  Brothers  and  Wm. 
Crawford,  who  took  the  line  up  without 
any  remonstrance  from  any  of  the  citi¬ 
zens.  At  the  most  the  water  works  of 
that  time  was  a  small  affair  and  entirely 
insufficient  in  case  of  fire.  Later  we  will 
have  something  to  say  of  the  fine  water 
works  system  of  today. 

To  show  the  rental  value  of  property  in 
Edenburg  in  IS77,  it  will  only  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  quote  one  of  the  old  citizens  who 
on  moving  to  Edenburg  was  informed 
that  the  Mendenhall  property,  then  va¬ 
cant  could  be  had  for  $1000  per  year. 
Thinking  this  was  a  little  high  he  applied 
to  P.  F.  Kribbs  for  a  house  soon  to  be  va¬ 
cated  which  stood  where  the  large  brick 
store  of  B.  F.  Kribbs  stands  today  and 
was  asked  $1000  a  year  rent  for  this  prop¬ 
erty  also.  The  gentleman  then  conclud¬ 
ed  to  build  a  residence,  which  he  did  at  a 
cost  of  $999  and  had  one  dollar  left  and 
the  house  besides.  You  can  now  rent  a 
very  comfortable  house  in  the  town  at 
something  less  than  $1000  yearly. 

A  number  of  small  towns  surrounding 
Edenburg  proper  during  the  flush  times, 
Pleasant  Valley,  on  the  north,  Mongtown 
Forest  Home,  Wentling’s  Corners,  Jef¬ 
ferson  and  Beaver  City.  The  population 
of  these  towns  centered  in  Edenburg  on 
Saturday  nights  and  a  visitor  to  the  place 
on  one  of  these  nights  might  imagine  the 


population  of  the  borough  much  greater 
than  it  wa§. 

In  its  palmy  days  the  population  of  the  . 
town  was  about  3,000  inhabitants.  Every¬ 
body  was  busy,  money  plenty,  sport  of 
every  description  was  to  be  found  here, 
places  of  amusements  of  every  character, 
usually  found  in  much  larger  places,  j 
opened,  people  from  all  over  the  United 
States,  found  Edenburg.  Some  made 
fortunes  while  other  lost  their  wealth. 

In  1875  the  first  well  on  the  hill  west 
of  Edenburg  was  drilled  and  proved 
another  fine  streak  of  oil  which  again 
encouraged  developments.  As  the  belt 
ran  towards  Edenburg,  wells  were  started 
in  town  and  a  number  of  paying  produc¬ 
ers  was  the  result.  One  well  on  thie  east 
side  of  Main  street,  north  of  State  street, 
owned  by  J.  D.  Wolf  was  the  scene  of  an 
accident  that  caused  the  death  of  young 
Heckerthorn.  He  was  caught  and  crushed 
to  death  by  the  bull  wheel  running  away 
as  the  tools  were  being  lowered  into  the 
well. 

At  this  period  the  rate  of  $4  and  $5  per 
day  was  too  strong  a  temptation  to  the 
farmers,  of  the  vicinity  and  they  left  their 
farms  to  do  hauling.  As  a  result  of  the 
large  amount  of  hauling  done  on  the 
roads  they  became  impassable,  the  only 
wagons  being  able  to  go  through  were  the 
ones  loaded  with  tubing  for  waiting  wells. 
These  were  occasions,  however,  that  it 
seemed  impossible  to  permit  the  tubing 
not  being  brought  to  the  wells. 

“Old  Shay”  was  one  of  the  characters 
of  the  town  during  the  oil  days.  His  great 
delight  seemed  to  be  whiskey  and  his 
earthly  torment,  the  boys  of  the  town, 
who  were  only  happy  when  teasing  him. 
He  stopped  the  boys  fun,  however,  by 
leaving  this  world. 

Another  ipcident  that  the  /older  resi¬ 
dents  will  remember  was  the  /  capture  of 
Dr.  Mead  who  was  blindfolded  and  taken 
bodily  to  a  Gypsy  camp,  where  he 
made  to  prescribe  for  a  patidnt. 
blindfolded  and  returned  to  town  and  re 
leased  in  Virgin  Alley.  T^e  incident 
created  much  comment  at  the  time  but 
like  all  other  mysteries,  was  soon  forgot- 
tep. 

In  1876  J.  M.  Gifford  came  to  Eden, 
burg  and  started  the  Edenburg  Herald 
and  published  i y  as  a  daily  paper,  it 
still  retains  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
daily  paper  priced  in  Clarion  county. 
During  the  rjlilroad  strike  in  Pitts- 


was 


Again 


burgh,  it  sometimes  came  out  with  ex¬ 
tras  two  and  three  times  a  day.  During 
the  fire  of  June  5th,  1S77  of  the  First  M. 
t.  church,  the  Herald  office  was  torn 
down  in  the  effort  to  stop  the  flames.  The 
building  and  paper  was  burned  down 
three  times  and  he  was  assisted  by  the 
citizens  to  commence  over  again.  Final¬ 
ly  his  health  broke  down  and  lie  died  in 
18S0.  This  paper  was  run  off  on  a  Wash¬ 
ington  hand  press,  and  the  Junior  editor 

!  of  the  Republican-Gazette,  has  a  dis- 
-  tinct  recollection  of  rolling  the  ink  on 
I  the  forms  in  the  rush  to  get  it  out  to  the 

(waiting  public.  He  also  claims  the  honor 
of  selling  more  Herald's  in  the  three 
months  competition  among  the  newsies 
ox  that  hustling  paper  and  won  the  prize 
offered  by  Mr.  Gifford. 

The  next  paper  was  the  Spirit  un- 
I  der  the  management  of  Fd.  Leslie.  It 
was  published  on  Petrolia  street  but  soon 
went  out  of  existence.  The  Oil  limes  was' 
another  newspaper  of  the  town.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  a  fair  sheet.  Its  editor, 
a  Mr.  Campbell,  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  dashing  writer  but  the  paper  died 
irom  the  publishers  disease,  known  to 
i  the  fraternity  as  low  finances.  One  oj 
its  articles  attracted  much  comment, 

.  j namely:  “Draw  Down  the  Curtain  or 
,  Stop  the  Drill.”  The  Gattling  Gun  was 
not  published  in  the  town  and  for  a  time 
j  its  location  was  not  generally  known.  It 
was  finally  located  in  an  abandoned  coal 
I  mine  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  Its 
I  publishers,  it  is  said,  had  been  driven 
from  other  places  and  were  styled  “news- 
paper  skippers. ’ ’  Mr.  Pless  in  writing  of 
it  says, : 


“It  was  a  real  mud  machine 
?^adfd ,i(:  ^ith  sPite  and  spleen 

And  bits  of  slander  in  between.” 


|  It  was  a  wide  bore  and  kicked  its  owners 
to  death.  Its  representative  011  the  street 
I  was  one ^ “Muddy  Mike,”  a  practical  rep- 
resent  at;  ve  of  the  paper.  The  editors,  S 
Tipton  and  Thomas  Whitaker,  were  ar¬ 
rested  and  the  Gattling  Gun  spiked. 

As  though  to  complete  the  prosperity 
and  add  the  finishing  touch  of  business 
activity  to  the  prosperous  little  city,  the 
railroad  from  Hmlenton  to  Edenburg  was 
finished  to  the  latter  place  at  the  height  of 
its  boom  in  1877.  There  was  much  re¬ 
joicing  over  the  event  and  the  railroad 
reaped  a  golden  harvest  by  its  entry  to 
the  place.  The  immense  quantity  of 


;  freight, to  -  mid  from  the  town  was  a 
1  bonanza  to  the  stock  holders. 

Among  tltfe  attorneys  of  the  prosperous 
period  were  S.  W.  Crosby,  M.  M.  Mere¬ 
dith,  J.  R.  Wilson,  John  Austin,  W.  A 
Salby  y  W.  W.  Mason,  Wm.  Wirt  Johnson 
■  Samuel  McGee,  Zuber  Walker  and 
Whitehill. 

The  Physicians  who  were  successful 
practitioners  bore  the  following  names: 

Drs.  Northrup,  Ray,  Eddy,  Boley, 
Eangfit,  Stephens,  Powell,  Mead,  Hoyt 
and  Myers. 

W .  A.  Selby  was  the  second  burgess  of 
Edenburg  and  presided  over  the  muni¬ 
cipal  destines  of  the  town  during  its  ■  bi«- 
year,  1877. 

C.  E.  Gibbs,  Oi  Titusville  located  early 
in  Edenburg,  representing  the  Titusville 
firm  of  Gibbs  &  Sterrett  in  the  engine, 

|  boiler  and  tool  business.  J.  &  F.  H. 
j  Boles  were  among  the  important  machin¬ 
ists  of  the  early  time  were  Sheridan’s  Ma¬ 
chine  Shop,  Kinnear,  West  Point,  Nov- 
1  elty  Iron  Works  and  Smith  Bros. 

The  first  pipeline  that  was  laid  to  the 
town  was  laid  by  Martin  S.  Hands,  the 
line  was  laid  on  the  lands  of  the  Fox 
estate  and  conveyed  the  oil  to  the  Fox- 
( burg  station  for  shipment.  This  firm 
|  sold  out  to  the  Mutual  Pipe  Co.,  which 
!  was  later  absorbed  by  the  Union  Pipe 
Co. 

The  Sandy  Dine  was  laid  to  Oil  City. 
The  Antwerp  line  took  the  oil  to  Fuller¬ 
ton  station  on  the  Allegheny  Valley 
railroad  and  the  Emlenton  line  to  Em- 
lenton.  Later  the  Atlantic  line  came  in 
and  took  some  oil  to  Sligo.  The  com-  I 
peting  lines  all  centered  iii  Edenburg  1 
and  as  a  consequence  rivalry  ensued.  At 
one  time  oil  was  piped  as  low  as  five 
cents  per  barrel  much  to  the  benefit  of 
the  producer. 


J.  A.  HansT. 


J-  A.  Hanst,  one  of  the  successful  men 


of  Edenburt,  was  born  on  his  fathers’ 
farm  about 'a  m[le  from  Edenburg,  Oct. 
3rd,  1857.  He  led  the  usual  life  of  a 
country  boy,  attending  the  public  school 
and  helped  with  the  work  on  the  farm. 
When  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  his 
father,  J.  A.  Hanst,  Sr.,  died  and  from 
that  time  until  he  reached  liis  eighteenth 
year  he  assisted  his  brothers  in  the  suc¬ 
cessful  management  of  the  farm. 

In  1875  he  left  home  and  sought  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  Bradford  oil  field  where 
he  worked  as  tool  dresser  for  a  time  and 
finally  went  into  the  rig  building  busi¬ 
ness.  He  employed  a  large  number  of 
men.  and  many  of  the  rigs  that  held  the 
tools  that  brought  in  big  wells  in  that 
district  were  erected  by  him. 

In  1885  during  the  excitement  in  the 
Cogley  field  near  Fern  City,  Mr.  Hanst 
left  the  Bradford  district  and  came  to 
Cogley  where  he  continued  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  erecting  derricks. 

In  1S87  he  came  back  to  Edenburg  and 
with  A.  J.  Weaver,  purchased  the  furni¬ 
ture  and  undertaking  business  of  Moore 
Bros.,  located  on  Main  street.  In  1S88  he 
j  purchased  the  interest  of  his  partner,  Mr. 
j  Weaver,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
j  business  alone.  Mr.  Hanst  has  the 
reputation  of  dealing  only  in  the  best 
furniture  made  and  is  always  satisfied 
’with  a  moderate  profit.  His  business  of 
undertaker  and  embalmer  has  become 
known  beyond  the  county  limits  and  he 
is  constantly  called  on  in  all  parts  of  the 
county  to  perform  the  preparation  for 
burial,  which  he  does  in  such  a  kindly 
and  expert  manner  as  to  win  the  grati¬ 
tude  of  all.  Mr.  Hanst  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Oriental  School  of  Embalming,  of 

Pittsburg  and  is  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  the  latest  arts  of  the  profession. 

Mr.  Hanst  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  interests  of  the  town  and  is 
I  a  progressive  man. 


He  married  Miss  Emma  Jones,  of  Piney 
township,  one  of  the  popular  young 
ladies  of  her  section  some  years  ago.  Two 
children  were  born  but  both  died  in  in¬ 
fancy^---  \ 


.  edenburg. 

THE  CHURCHES. 

»  It  seems  that  regular  church  organiz¬ 
ations  were  not  a  part  of  the  town  until 
about  1S76.  In  the  spring  of  that  year 
the  Clarion  Presbytery  sent  a  committee 
consisting  of  Revs.  Ross  Stephenson,  D. 
W.  CassettaudJ.  M.Henchto  Edenburg 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  faith  in  the  vicinity.  In  June 
following,  Rev.  Cassett  again  went  to  the 
place  and  received  sufficient  encourage¬ 
ment  to  make  an  appointment  to  preach, 
which  he  did  July  26.  This  was  the  first 
sermon  preached  by  a  Presbyterian  minis¬ 
ter  in  the  town.  After  August  1876.  there 
was  regular  preaching  every  two  weeks 
by  Presbyterian  ministers.  In  1S77,  an 
organization  was  effected  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  28  persons.  A.  Culbertson,  John 
Craig  Hill,  R.obert  Atwell  and  David  B. 
Wilkens  were  the  first  ruling  elders,  the 
Trustees  being  J.  B.  Painter,  Leroy 
Mitchell  and  Harry  Craig.  Rev.  Allen, 
the  first  pastor  was  installed  Sept,  nth, 
1877.  He  was  very  successful  in  his  work 
and  the  church  was  in  a  prosperous  con¬ 
dition  when  he  left  the  charge  to  go  to 
Sharon,  Pa.  For  a  long  time  after  he  left, 
the  church  was  only  supplied  by  different 
ministers  at  irregular  intervals.  In  1SS7 
Rev.  FI.  F.  Earsman  was  installed  and 
has  since  continued  to  faithfully  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  preside  over  the  destiny  of  the 
church. 

The  Methodist  church  held  services  in 
the  vicinity  as  far  back  as  1S52  in  a  school 
house.  The  congregation  '.was  attached 
to  the  Shippenville  circuit.  In  1875, 
when  Rev.  Kernick  took  charge  of  the 
circuit  a  subscription  was  raised  and  0 
church  and  parsonage  built.  The  church 
was'dedicated  June  16th,  1876,  but  was 
destroyed  by  fire  Jan.  5th,  1877,  only  part 
of  the  pews  being  saved.  In  1S77,  the 
church  was  organized  into  a  separate 
charge?  with  G.  G.  Howe,  J.  J.  Bradley, 
W.  W.Vwingard,  P.  F.  Kribbs,  M.  E. 
Hess,  H.  F'.  Heeter,  IV.  B.  Weaver  and  J. 
I.  Best,  [Trustees  and  J.  J.  Bradley,  J.  D. 
Wilkins,  J.  Tate  and  M.  E.  Hess, Stewards. 

M.  E.  Hess,  was  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  School.  The  second  church 
was  conpleted  October  1S77.  Rev.  P.  P. 
Pinney  was  sent  by  the  Erie  Synod,  as 
pastor  ii  charge.  Rev.  Dr.  Newman,  D. 
D.,  L.  1.  D..,  officiated  at  the  dedication. 


T'V,uiI;ln;  , 

I  ?  and  stamed  glass  windows  and  in 
ib  day  was  the  finest  church  building  'in 
the  county.  On  October  nth  1S7S  'at ! 
the  midnight  hour  the  devastating  flames  ( 
once  more  left  the  congregation  with-  ‘ 
out  a  place  of  worship.  The  parsonage 
as  well  as  the  church  being  burned.  The 
nrc  structure  was  dedicated  in  March 
1  79,  y  B.  F.  Delo  then  Presiding  Elder 

the  floc?  and  n°W  the  faithfUl  Past0r  0f 

oJthfvn3  ^ath0Hc  cburch  was J  erected 
on  he  In  1  above  town,  those  prominent 
n  its  establishment  being  M.  Boyce,  now 
anon,  James  Sheridan,  Patrick  I 
Moran  and  Patrick  Canning.  Fathers 
Smith  and  Mullen  were  the  pastors  of  the 
congregation.  f 

The  Winebrenuerians  had  erected  a ' 
church  in  1876.  Rev.  v.uemau  betg  in 
charge,  the  congregation  however,  un- 
fortunateJy  became  involved  in  debt  and 
sold  their  church  to  the  Presbyterian 

congregation.  There  are  manv  incidents 

connected  with  the  churches  of'  the  town 

hat  are  interesting  and  would  be  enter- 

aimng  reading,  but  condensed  space  does 
not  allow  their  mention.  At  one  of  the 
I  fires  of  the  Methodist  church,  which  oc- 

curved  during  evening  services,  at  which 

a  large  number  of  children  were  present 

o?thegreatveSenCe°fmindon  the  Part 

loss  of  life  Prevented  a  Panic  and 

he  time  ^  thG  PrhlCipal  exits  at 
the  time  was  through  the  windows  At 

this  fire  the  church  was  not  burned  down 

mad  7dhsome  damage  which  was 
made  good  by  Jno.F.  Brown  in  whose 
agency  the  insurance  was  placed 

™  ?' ■ -»ning  of 

Opera  House. 

gotten  up  by  the  “Mite  Society’”  for  fie  * 
purpose  of  pay  the  y,a  tte. 

This  fair  was  the  greatest  of  the  kind 
ever  attempted  in  the  county  and  desen  es 
special  mention.  The  “fioan  Art  SaP 

lery  was  one  of  the  prominent  features 

no  one  had  ever  imagined  that  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  kind  could  ever  be  gathered  in 

fwoe„ra  VDd  *  WSS  the  —e  of  muefi 
wonder,  Measure  and  astonisbment 

Hon  J.  T.  Maffett,  of  this  place  contri¬ 
buted  a  fine  collection  of  curiosities,  Mr 


Marcus  Hidings,  of  oll  cly,  lent  some 
ne  statuary,  old  books,  ancient  china 
ana  much  that  was  curious  and  rare  were 
brought  together.  Maj.  B.  J.  Reid  as_ 

•  sisted  materially  to  the  success  of  this 
•exhibition,  Mr.  McCall,  a  sculpture  of 
renown  who  was  in  the  county,  made  a 
butter  head  and  modelled  a  bust  of  Napol¬ 
eon,  the  great  ruler  of  France.  The  whole 
,  t07n  assisted  and  made  the  affair  not 

only  a  success,  but  it  was  the  theme  of  ! 

conversation  and  wonder  for  a  long  time 
after.  The  amount  raised  was  .$425  and  i 
it  was  paid  to  the  pastor,  Elder’  Pinney,  i 


-  “  ^tuci  1'inr 

who  declared  it  was  the  largest  sum 
haa  ever  received  at  one  time  duriim 


his 


ministry. 

THE  E|IRES. 

Edenburg  seemed  fated  to  fall  before 
the  terrible  master,  fire,  the  servant  oi 
man  when  controlled,  but  the  master 
v  ien  unchained.  The  record  of  the  six 
large  fires  that  practically  wiped  out  the 
little  city  were  enough  to  have  discour¬ 
aged  men  of  nerve  and  metal,  but  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  time  seemed  to  be  a  kind 
that  could  not  be  discouraged  but  Phoenix 
like,  rose  out  of  the  six  fires  and  rebuilt 
again  and  again.  The  writer  in  a  recent 

conversation  with  one  of  the  merchants 

of  the  town  listened  with  wonder  at  the 
nerve  and  determination  to  succeed 
shown  by  the  man’s  pluck  when  he  said, 

I  have  been  burned  out  several  times  ' 
but  have  built  and  rebuilt  on  the  same 
ground  and  yet  wonder  when  my  store  ■ 
will  go  again.  ’  ’  The  inhabitants  went  to 
J  oeui  131 1  c°mfortable  circumstances  and 

not 


awoke  deprived  of  the  possessions, 


once,  but  six  times,  experiences  that  trie< 
-■  f01- ls  of  the  people  came  to  them  bu 
n  ‘ffi. not  vanquished  but  full  of  the 
n  .  pluck  which  cannot  be  downer 
fine  great  fires  at  Chicago  which  caused"! 
1  firdl  of  horror  to  run  through  the  people 
01  the- world,  were  no  greater  in  comparij 
son  than  some  of  the  fires  of  Edenburg, 
taking  in  consideration  the  ares  and 
population. 

'  We  were  told  only  last  Saturday  evening 
by  a  minister  now  residing  in  Apollo^ 
that  he  was  m  Elk  City  during,  one  of  the 
fires  and  that  the  illuminated  sky  gave 
appearance  of  a  horror  that  filled  men’s 
souls  with  dread.  The  worst  feature  of 

the  numerous  fires  was  the  fact  that  they 

veie  all  the  work  of  some  inhuman  fiends 
who  bore  the  resemblance  to  man  out- 


inwardly  ;were  raging  devils, 
overed  their  wqrk  so  well,  however, 
uaai  even  an  opinion  as  to  who  applied 
the  torch  could  not  be  made.  As  there 
was  very  little  stealing  done,  the  reason 
of  these  acts  could  not  be  traced  to  that 
cause,  and  the  only  theory  advanced  was 
that  it  was  the  work  of  insanity  or  the 
devil. 

The  first  conflagration  occurred  January 
1 15th,  1877.  Main  and  State  street  the 
principal  thoroughfares,  were  damaged 
to  the  extent  of  about  $50,000.  This  fire 
originated  in  a  gambling  room  over 
Lowell  &  Livingston’s  clothing  store  and 
swept  the  business  blocks.  Several 
theories  at  the  time  were  that  revenge  of 
one  of  the  gamblers  fojr  money  lost,  was 
the  cause.  Another  that  a  lamp  was 
knocked  off  the  table  during  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  game,  but  nothing  definite 
was  ever  known. 

On  Saturday  afterhoon,  June  19th, 
1879,  the  cry  of  fire  drew  the  anxious 
citizens  to  Pennsylvania  avenue,  among 
the  substantial  and  comfortable  residences 
of  the  merchants  and  oil  producers.  In 
a  few  moments  the  fact  was  known  that 
the  second  serious  fire  had  commenced. 
This  fire  started  in  the  boarding  house  of 
a  Mrs.  Corbett  and  the  circumstances 
went  to  show  that  an  incendiary  had 
started  the  blaze,  probably  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  no  larger  than  a  man’s  hand  but 
which  soon  became  an  uncontrolled 
demon.  The  water  from  the  old  works 
failed  to  be  ol  any  material  service. 
Buildings  were  torn  down  in  the  efforts  to 
check  the  fire.  At  the  time  the  fire  was 
started,  the  larger  portion  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  town  was  in  attendance  at  the 
races,  which  were  then  being  held  at  the 
race  tract  about  a  half  mile  east  of  town 
and  it  was  some  time,  before  there  were 
a  great  many  upon  the  scene.  Fifteen 
residences  were  burned  and  a  loss  of 
$20,000  caused.  The  girl,  Carrie  Corbett, 
was  arrested  and  while  her  actions  indi¬ 
cated  that  she  knew  something  of  the 
origin,  no  evidence  being  produced 
against  her  she  was  discharged  after  one 
night  in  the  borough  jail.  Several  other 
'  attempts  to  burn  the  to^vn  were  frustrated 
but  the  fact  became  so  evident  that  some 
^  one  would  not  remain  sktisfied  until  the 


town  was  destroyed  that  one  hundred 
and  forty  of  the  citizens  formed  an  or-  I 
ganization  for  protection  and  kept  six  of  • 
their  number  constantly  on  the  watch,  j 
But  while  these  men  were  carefully 
guarding  the  property,  some  one  on  the 
morning  of  October  13th,  at  three  o’clock  I 
lighted  the  match  that  caused  the  most 
disastrous  conflagation  ever  known  in  an  j 
oil  town.  This  fire  started  in  Wilber’s  , 
stable  on  M  ain  street.  When  the  fire  was  j 
discovered  the  rear  of  the  building  was  in  i, 
flames.  From  this  point  along  down  j 
State,  up  north  on  Main,  across  State  and 
Main  streets  to  the  railroad  depot  and 
Ohio  street,  across  the  railroad  on  both 
sides  swept  the  flames  sparkling  and 
cracking  in  seemingly  fiendish  delight 
at  the  loss  and  havoc  they  were  creating. 
What  property  could  be  gotten  from  the  : 

:  buildings  was  hurried  out  and  removed 
to  the  hillside  west  of  Main  street,  and  j 
the  pile  contained  something  of  ever}--  J 
thing  in  the  town.  ■  The  sea  of  flaming 
fire  struck  terror  to  the  bravest  and  des¬ 
pair  was  reflected  on  the  face,  of  the 
spectators  in  the  red  glare  of  the  fire.  A 
desperate  effort  was  made  to  save  Petrolia  . 
street  which  was  done  by  tearing  down 
buildings.  The  first  building  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  was  made  to  tear  down,  was  j 
the  office  of  M.  E.  Hess, Esq.,  but  resisted  j 
the  sledges  and  refused  to  fall.  Mr.  Hess,  . 
however,  in  anticipation  of  the  event ; 
that  was  happening  had  a  tank  of  water  j 
handy  which  did  good  service  at  this ' 
time  of  need.  One  hotel  -was  left.  Banks,  j 
Postoffice,  Churches,  Stores,  Railroad 
Depot,  Oil  Wells  and  residences  laid  a 
mass  ol  burning  timbers.  The  sight  pre- 1  - 
sentecl  to  the  spectators  on  the  quite 
Sabbath  morning  was  quite  a  scene  that  ■ 
no  human  painter  could  truthfuUy  depict 
nor  would  it  be  a  picture  any  one  would  ' 
wish  to  contemplate.  The  ruined  homes  1 
and  business  houses  of  the  town  reflect¬ 
ing  on  the  mournful  and  blackened  faces  ! 

'  in  the  gray  twilight  of  that  holy  day,  .  ' 
women  and  children  but  slightly  clad, 
without  home  and  apparently  without 
friends,  hungry  and  hope  gone, set  in  the  | 

1  frame  work  of  the  previous  disasters  | 
would  be  a  picture  requiring  the  black  | 
curtain  of  sorrow  to  cover.  But  with  the  * 
morning  came  the  silver  lining  of  human 
sympathy  and  brotherly  love,  the  sweet  \ 
hand  of  chari t}^  opened  wide  and  the  I 


■y 
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i»°o.l  Cheer  of  iJdeTm 
onipued  into  her  lap.  Elk  '  r;,_.  c,  . 
penville  and  St  Ppt  i  ■'  *’  'Ship‘ 

jss‘-sl  the  helpless  rn,.  L  to 

of  the  tele-rap  P  f '  ^  -me  the  pash 
wiegraph  from  F.  Honkinc  nr 

!*ger  of  (be  United  Pipe  J“f‘ 

■^mediate  relief;  fro,,  o Jest.  *5f  f°r 

bnsy  ^ 

all  akin  and  the  sieh'of  W°rW  was 
refefecj°y0f  *“«*  ~el2 

i  ellef  committee  composed  nf  nr 

c,  rl’  -*■-  w-  -Burchmell  tv  w 

Stewart,  Hugh  Amo,  and  Imos  S  V  ?' 
enridge.  The  mos  b-  Ereck- 

^  .  ^ie  citizens  conirnitee  i 

-rf*  ^ 

These  gentlemen  had^tfieir  haifds^f 
receiving  and  distributing  the  “  m  I’ 

provisions  that  poured  in  a  Z-y“d 
stream  to  the  town  The  1  CO”tlnuous 
third  fire  amounted  to  o  this 

Ten  horses  belonging  to  \rn  400,000 ■ 
stable  were  burned  and  the  S  llVCry 
poor  brutes  was  heartrendhi^'^^  ^ 

>eS°°hI»Sr»rS!ffPril,  '*"■  ^ 

,  torch  was  a^Tn  ^v  !  ^  fire- 

I  the  town  that  hfi  16  and  a  portion  of 
»ade  food  for  escaped 

used  by  the  vandal  ,ha,  started 

crude  oil  spread  on  the  w 
vacant  buildino-  on  M  •  /  1  or  of  a 

Kribbs  block  V„  ,  ,  ,Street  above  the 


-vet  duove  the 
a„T  *wld*np  in  ashes 


Kribbs  block. 

!  was  the  result  and  „ 
the  money  value  £  represented 
smoke.  that  Weat  away  in 

na!^  fifth  fir'’  22’  *8S°’  af  9  °’cl°ck  p 
e  ntth  fire  was  ignited  p,  V,  .  1  ' 

7iZ*7£iLTbr  ™ 

*r  “» -pSsnr  Ti:g 

l  nited  States  hotel  The  h  -m-  he 
been  vacant  for  over  I  buildlt5g  had 

I  contents  removed  even  toThe  ^ 

A  sl!fht  explosion  followed  bv  amT 
was  heard  and  seen  from  m  by  ke 

indicated  plainly  the  hand  th  1™°“  ^ 

6d  plot  of  destruction  XhereT^' 
circus  givino- an  owru-t.-.  •  inere  was  a 

the  time  and  when  the^aT”  °D  the  hiH  at 
spectators,  women  fainte^63^  ^ 
from  their  seats  with  fe!r  n  ““  feU 
stn'ggh'nrnrass  ofpeop^"^™8'  The 
out  of  the  tents  rippi,  P  1  th',r  ™? 

il  g  “e  canvas  into! 


s ureas  so  anxious  were  they  to  rush  to 
the  fire.  On  arriving  at  the  scene,  the 
only  thing  that  could  be  done  was  to 
save  what  property  they  could.  The 
circus  men  worked  heroicly  and  did  all 
in  their  power  to  save  property.  $75,000 
was  the  money  loss  on  the  fifth  fire. 
Whether  a  life  was  sacrificed  at  this  fire 
or  not  is  uncertain.  A  Mr.  Crist  Exley, 
of  Salem  township  was  at  the  circus  and 

' 1  r 

kno,vs.  X1  light  f„Jn,  this  fire  withonl 

.er  notification,  caused  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  railroad  to  place  a  special 

tram  at  the  disposal  of  Foxburg  and  St 

Petersburg  people  who  filled  it  with 
provisions  and  sent  to  Fdenburg. 

August  23,  1SS0  occurred  the  sixth 
great  fire.  A,  the  quiet  hours  of 
early  morning,  the  dread  cry  of  fire  was 
leard  and  the  hurriedly  dressed  people 
discovered  the  same  stable  of  the  fire  ‘of 
C t-  J3tb,  xS7S  was  again  burning  The 
singular  fact  that  at  the  same  hour  on  I 
Sunday  morning  each  time  at  the  same 

r  ®  S'  V,'aS  Started  and  grounds  for 
|,  V^le  J]at  the  same  person  caused  I 

P°th  fires  are  g°od-  The  stable  had  only  1 
been  purchased  a  few  days  by  C.  A.  1 
W  heelock,  now  of  this  place,  and  Mr' 
Moore.  From  the  rapidity  of  the  fire1' 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  wood  work  had  ! 
been  saturated  with  oil.  Mrs.  Sam  Cline  ; 
discovered  it  and  wakening  her  husband  i 
who  gave  the  alarm.  I„  a  few  minutes 
the  entire  stable  and  billiard  room  ad- ! 
joining  were  a  mass  of  flame.  The  two 
oys  who  were  sleeping  in  the  barn  had  j 
bareh-  time  to  escape  with  their  lives 
Or  the  eight  horses  in  the  barn  only  one 
was  rescued.  At  this  fire  sixteen  build-  j 
mgs  were  burned. 

After  the  previous  fires  the  people 
though  stunned,  rebuilt  and  continued  to 
Ive-  though  the  character  of  the  resi- 
I  de:ices  llad  changed  to  one  story  bui  d-  * 
probably  through  fear  of  fire  or  or  1 

Fit  to rlu  _ _  _  . 


'  mgs, 


II  account  of  reduced  means.  This  sixto  I 
fi;-e  however,  discourse,  many  „  I 

I  rTd“'ts  the  outlook  was  iodved 
"IOO:nT  enough  for  the  bravest  heart  The 
experiences  of  the  past  though,  was  not 

j  without  its  lesson,  they  organized  a  water 
works  It  was  a  citizens  company  and 
Tie  subscription  of  $1,200  worth  of  stock  ; 
was  quickly  taken.  The  water  works - 
was  established  and  the  benefit  has  been 
realized  many  times. 


In  1S61,  P.  F.  Kribbs  commenced  the 
|  business  of  General  Merchandise  in  a 
j  store  situated  on  the  corner  cf  Main  and. 
j  State  street,  where  his  present  residence 
(  now  stands.  Later  in  1S76  he  built  the 
elegant  three  story  brick  building  now 
occupied  byB.  A.  Kribbs  &  Co.,  on  the 
i  opposite  corner.  In  1881,  he  took  his 
'  son,  B.  A.  Kribbs,  into  partnership  under 
J  the  firm  name  of  P.  F.  Kribbs  &  Son. 

1  At  the  dissolution  of  this  firm  in  1S95, 
the  present  firm  of  B.  A.  Kribbs  &  Co., 
consisting  of  B.  A.  Kribbs,  J.  C.  Berlin 
and  A.  J.  Smith  was  formed  and  to-day- 
carry  on  the  most  successful  business  in 
this  part  of  the  countyu 
The  members  of  this  firm  are  all  promi¬ 
nent  business  men  in  the  community. 
B.  A.  Kribbs,  the  manager  of  the  store, 
has  been  successful  in  all  his  various 
business  connections.  Fie  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hunter  & 

J  Kribbs,  extensive  furniture  dealers;  also 
'  a  member  of  the  firm  Kribbs  &  Son,  in 
1  the  clothing  store  on  Main  street. 

J.  C.  Berlin,  is  a  son  of  G.  N.  Berlin, 
one  of  the  old  settlers  who  has  always 
been  highly  esteemed.  Fie  was  raised  on 
.the  farm  near  Edenburg,  but  later 
entered  the  oil  business  in  which  he  has 
been  prominently  identified  ever  since. 

A.  J.  Smith,  Has  been  a  resident  of  the 
county  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He 
lately  owned  and  operated  the  Novelty 
Iron  Works  at  this  place,  now  conducted 
by  Collett  Bros.  &  Co.  He  has  been 
Burgess  of  the  town,  and  is  now  a  mem-  ; 
ber  of  the  borough  council. 

Mr.  Kribbs  is  ably  assisted  in  the 
management  of  the  large  store  by  C.  E. 
Ber, in  who  is  in  charge  of  the  dry  goods 
department,  assisted  by  Miss  Minnie 
chs.  While  Mr.  G.  B.  Richardson  who 
been  in  the  employment  of  the  pre-  * 


sent  and  preceding  firms  for  the  past 
fourteen  years,  assisted  by  Messrs. 
Clarence  Woodling  and  Wm.  Hunter 
has  charge  of  the  grocery  department. 

The  firm  deals  extensively  in  dry  goods,  < 
carpets,  shoes,  clothing,  wall  paper, 
groceries,  flour  and  feed,  and  in  fact  j 
eveiything  that  is  necessary  to  supply  the 
wants  of  their  numerous  customers. 

They  make  a  speciality  of  the  farmers 
trade,  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  farm  pro¬ 
ducts.  The  firm  is  progressive  in  its 
business  methods  and  accommodating  to 
the  extent  that  they  undoubtedly  do  the 
largest  business  in  this  vicinity.  _ _ 

■:  EDENBURG. 

FIRES  CONTINUED. 

Again  in  February,  18S6,  fire  started  in 
the  wholesale  store  of  Mr.  Richey  and 
•destroyed  the  entire  block.  In  this  fire 
a  man  named  Wm.  Grove  was  burnt  to 
death.  There  was  to  have  been  a  party 
that  night  but  death  in  place  of  dancing 
came  to  town. 

On  January  20,  1S95  the  last  fire  oc¬ 
curred.  This  time  it  was  in  the  hotel 
conducted  by  Capt.  McCanna,  on  State 
street  opposite  the  Edenburg  House. 
The  building  and  barn  connected  were 
entirely  destroyed  which  amounted  to  a 
considerable  loss  without  any  insurance. 

It  required  hard  fighting  to  save  the 
buildings  across  the  street  but  herculean  } 
efforts  prevented  the  spread.  Mr.  Geo.  j 
Hotaling  yet  remembers  the  drenching  j 
he  received  on  that  night  and  the  cold 
bath  brings  a  shudder  at  the  thought  of 
it  even  at  this  day. 

A  number  of  gentlemen  prominently 
connected  with  Edenburg’s  history  should 
be  mentioned  among  who  are  P.  F. 
Kribbs,  Tno.  L.  Forker,  E.  W.  Crabbe, 

D.  W.  Lewis,  M.  E.  Hess,  Esq.,  Robert  l 
Orr,  A.  J.  Smith,  G.  M.  Cushing  and  [ 
F.  E.  Denniston.  There  -  are  no  doubt 
others  to  whom  Edenburg  owes  much  of 
its  glory  and  business  activity. 

Did  space  permit  we  could  continue  to 
write  on  this  place  so  full  of  historic  love 
but  as  our  articles  can  onlj'  include  the  J 
prominent  events  and  characters  repre-  : 
senting  the  land  marks  of  the  different 
places  we  have  to  pause  and  go  to. 

EDENBURG  OF  TODAY. 

The  town  of  today  contains  a  solid  pop¬ 
ulation  of  men  who  have  taken  up  their 
abode  in  the  town  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  permanent  home.  The  town 
enjoys  the  benefit  of  being  the  center  of 
a  large  and  prosperous  farming  commun¬ 
ity  whose  purchases  of  the  necessities  of 
life  give  the  impetus  to  the  large  busi¬ 
ness  carried  on.  The  merchants  of  Eden¬ 
burg  are  enterprising  and  up  to  date  in 
their  business  methods.  Have  a  reputa- ! 
tion  in  tkejcommercial  world  of  promptly  [ 
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paying  their  obligations  and  buying 
largely  and  with  exceeding  rare  judge¬ 
ment  and  caution.  The  stores  of  the 
town  are  handsomely  arranged  and  the 
attention  given  to  customers  is  courteous 
in  the  extreme.  One  unfamiliar  with 
the  place  can  form  some  idea  of  the 
amount  of  business  transacted  by  the 
enumeration  of  the  various  p  aces  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  names  of  the  firms.  Start¬ 
ing  with  Main  street,  we  find  the  large 
three  story  brick  building  of  B.  A.  Kribbs 
&  Co.,  filled  to  overowiflng  with  Dry 
Goods,  Carpets,  Shoes,  Wall  Paper, 
Groceries,  Flour  and  Feed.  Then  comes 
a  vacant  building,  also  brick,  that  will 
next  month  be  opened  by  S.  A.  Davis  & 
Co.,  with  a  large  stock  of  Dry  Goods  and 
Boots  and  Shoes.  Following  in  success¬ 
ive  order  going  down  the  street  on  the 
right  hand  we  come  to  C.  C.  Kribbs, 
clothing  and  furnishing  goods,  Sam 
Gibbs,  boots  and  shoes,  W.  F.  Delph, 
groceries.  Mr.  Delph  is  comparatively  a 
new  man  in  the  business  having  only  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  store,  but  who  is 
building  up  a  large  trade.  A.  Edwards 
Merchant  Tailor  and  read}"  made  Cloth¬ 
ing.  James  Miles,  well  known  and  ex¬ 
tensively  patronized  Meat  Market.  D. 
W.  Lewis,  groce'ries,  Mr.  Lewis  has  the 
“hello”  machine  in  his  store  and  attencs 
to  the  interests  of  the  telephone  company 
promptly  and  satisfactorily.  He  is  also 
a  very  successful  merchant  and  extremly 
laccommodating  and  polite.  Then  we 
have  T.  H.  Easley, clothing,  j.  L.  Shaner, 
Jeweler;  E.  W.  Crabbe,  General  Merchan¬ 
dise;  M.  C.  Gibson,  Dry  Goods  and  Milli¬ 
ner;  W.  H.  Whitling,  Druggist;  Thomas 
Kilgore,  Boots  and  Shoes;  Hotali'ng  & 
Co.,  Meat  Market,  lately  established  but  ] 
building  up  a  trade  well  earned  by  their 
excellent  meat,  butter  and  eggs  and  the 
exquisite  cleanliness  of  theirplace.  Mrs. 
C.  Yates,  Milliner;  R.  H.  Yates,  Restaur- 
vmt.  Mr.  Yates  is  a  young  man  of  much 
\  usiness  ability  whose  politeness  of  man- 
\  ,rs  and  accommodating  disposition  has 
Made  him  the  large  trade  lie  enjoys;  D.  ’ 
/&  H.  Reiff,  Groceries;  Jos.  Hotaling, 
Restaurant;  T.  C.  McMasters,  Jeweler. 
Having  met  Mr.  McMasters  personally, 
we  found  the  secret  of  his  success  to  be 
the  pleasant  manner  of  receiving  custo¬ 
mers.  Anna  Fabbria,  keeps  fresh  vege¬ 
tables  in  season;  Miss  Mary  Hockman, 
Milliner.  Miss  Hockman  is  well  known 
to  the  ladies  not  only  of  Edenburg,  but 
the  surrounding  country  for  miles  around. 
A  few  years  ago  she  left  Edenburg  and 
moved  to  Clarion  where  she  was  one  of 
the  leaders  in  her  line  of  business  but 
recently  moved  back  to  Edenburg  to  the 
store  she  owns  and  is  again  permanently 
located  among  her  life  long  friends.  Her 
business  is  not  confined  to  certain  seasons 
only  as  is  generally  the  custom  of  the 
Millinery  business,  but  she  has  a  constant 
patronage  that  speaks  well  for  her  artistic 
taste  in  trimming  and  her  moderate  prices 
Her  stock  is  always  full  of  the  latest  1 
ideas  in.  the.  Millinery  of  the  times,  and  1 


goods  purchased  of  Miss  Hockman  are 
always  in  style.  Then  comes  the  Post 
Office,  with  postmaster  P.  F.  Kribbs  in 
charge,  ably  assisted  by  his  daughter.  G- 
S.  Hamm,  Dry  Goods  and  Groceries  oc¬ 
cupy  the  next  building  which  is  brick. 
Crossing  Railroad  street  at  this  point  is 
the  extensive  store  and  ware  rooms  of 
McDowell  &  Crawford  so  well  known  to 
the  oil  men  of  the  surrounding  country. 
J*  B,  Knight  a.  wagon  maker  comes  next 
then  F.  P.  Snyder,  blacksmith;  J.  Hotal¬ 
ing,  blacksmith,  also  Justice  of  the  Peace- 

mu  lt-ehi,11,J  waS°n  maker;  David! 
junk  dealer.  Then  you  cross 
the  street  and  come  down.  White  & 

Orrvs  livery  stable  is  tlie  lirsnjtisiness  on 
that  side  followed  by  Anson  Beatty,  the 
we'l  known  harness  maker  and  dealer  in 
horse  furnishings,  Mr.  Beatty  is  always 
busy  and  the  goods  you  buy  from  him  can 
be  relied  on  as  to  quality  and  price. 
Next  door  is  the  barber  shop  of  D.  R. 
Rose,  but  who  is  about  moving  lower 
down  the  street,  then  the  firm  ot  Crick 
&  Wassum,  millinery;  J.  A.  Hanst,  under¬ 
taker  and  furniture  dealer;  O.  G.  Moore, 
dentist;  National  Transit  Co.,  R.  M. 
Smiley,  manager;  Oak  Shade  Oil  Co.,  G. 
M.  Cushing,  Superintendent;  J.  A.  Mor¬ 
gan,  merchant  tailor;  John  Austin’s  law 
office;  Hotel  Shettler,  Jos.  Skettler,  Pro¬ 
prietor.  This  was  formerly  the  Hotel 
Jeffords.  Turn  up  the  street  here  and 
come  to  Songer  &  Hindman’s  black¬ 
smith  shop.  This  firm  is  composed  of 
young  men  who  have  recently  purchased 
the  shop  and  are  already  doing  a  fine 
business.  Come  back  to  Main  street  and 
the  next  is  the  extensive  furniture  and 
and  undertaking  wareroom  of  A.  W.. 
Hunter.  J.  I.  Patterson  the  druggist 
comes  next.  Mr.  Patterson,  however,  is 
about  to  leave  Edenbuig  and  when  he 
does  will  locate  at  Mars,  Butler  county 
Adjoining  the  drug  store  is  the  Clarion 
County  Bank,  mention  of  which  has 
previously  been  made.  The  present 
cashier,  E.  G.  C  rawford,  who  has],un  able 
assistant  in  Captain  E.  H.  Henderson. 
This  finishes  Main  street  and  we  follow 
down  State  street,  on  the  left  hand, 
please  remember,  F.  D.  .Smith’s  cozy 
barber  shop  is  the  first  building,  then  the 
restaurant  of  W.  H.  Jones;  billiard  room 
ot  G.  A.  Johnson,  Edenburg  House,  J. 
M.  Long,  proprietor.  Mr.  Long  came 
from  Blairs  Corner’s  some  few  years  ago 
and  purchased  the  building  he  occupies 
also  the  Edenburg  Opera  House  from 
Robt  Orr.  Mr.  Long  has  been  in  the 
business  for  a  number  of  years  and  en¬ 
joys  a  large  commercial  and  home  trade. 
His  house  is  handsomely  furnished  and 
the  table  fine.  His  courteous  disposition 
and  affability  of  manners  makes  him  the 
modern  landlord  he  is.  Eden  burg’s 
Opera  House  adjoins  the  hotel,  then 
comes  the  Temperance  Hotel,  jjkept  by 
Mrs.  Shovvalter  It  is  a  neat  tidy  place 
and  offers  comfortable  hospitality  to  the 
traveler;  W.  S.  Bastzer  is  the  grocer  on 
the  corner  of  State  and  Railroad  streets. 


uas  a  double  stole  tilled  wftti  the  tin- 
t  quality  of  goods  neatly  arranged. 
Coming  back  up  the  street  on  the  other- 
side  is  the  officer  of  Dr,  J-.-  Beatty, 
then  the  feed  stable  of  S.  W.  Clover. 

Go  back  down  State  street,  you  Come  _  to 
the  Planing  Mill  of  Jesse  M.  Smith, 
situated  on  Petrolia  street,  is  one  of  the 
solid  business  institutions  of  the  town. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Smith  has 
been  building  up  a  business  that  has  now 
reached  out  in  the  surrounding  counties 
of  Butler,  Armstrong,  Venango  and 
Forest.  He  takes  contracts  for  all  kinds 
of  buildings  and  finishes  them  complete 
from  foundation  to  attic  in  _  a  manner 
that  gives  the  utmost  satisfaction.  The 
planing  mill  is  equipped  with  all  the 
latest  and  most  "improved  machinery. 
The  mill  proper,  being  unusual  in  its 
cleanliness  and  order.  The  hardware  room 
necessary  to  the  construction  of  any  kind 
or  style  of  building,  is  full.  The  dry 
sheds,  of  which  there  are  several,  are 
convenient  and  solid.  Promptness  in 
the  execution  of  work  with  mechanical 
skill  and  honesty  in  every  detail  have 
been  the  rules  governing  all  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  contracts.  He  has  a  water  well, 
which  he  pumps  into  a  hundred  barrel 
tank  with  one  of  the  engines  that  is  used 
iu  the  mill  proper.  He  manufactures 
rough  and  surfaced  lumber,  flooring  and 
siding,  doors,  windows,  mouldings,  scroll 
work  and  brackets.  He  also  turns  out 
derrick  lumber,  bullwheels,  cants  and 
arms,  casing  plugs,  conductors,  etc.  He 
also  manufactures  the  celebrated  Ameri¬ 
can  straw  and  stalk  cutters. 

Mr.  Smith  is  the  maker  of  one  of  the 
best  sand  reels  in  use.  This  reel  is  made 
with  white  oak  shafts,  cap  or  bowl  Gud¬ 
geons  on  both  ends  of  reel,  two  cross 
arms  let  into  shaft  and  bolted  to  friction 
wheel.  The  lagging  or  friction  wheel  is 
doubly  secured  by  heavy  wire  set  in  groove 
on  each  of  lagging  and  the  entire  reel  is 
painted.  This  branch  of  the  business  is 
constantly  on  the  increase  and  the  reels 
are  being  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  oil 
country.  They  are  safe,  durable  and 
very  reasonable  in  price.  They  are 
made  in  different  diameters  for  shalow 
and  deep  drilling. 

M.  E.  Hess,  Justice  of  the  Peace  has 
his  office  at  his  residence  opposite  the 
planing  mill.  Then  back  of  the  railroad 
going  towards  the  station  we  have  thef^ 
printing  office  of  Henry  Price.  In  1880 
Mr.  Price  started  the  Observer,  which  un¬ 
til  a  recent  date  was  occasionally  issued. 
Turning  from  the  railroad  to  the  right 
we  come  to  Wrights  livery  stable  on 
Penn  avenue,  going  hack  to  the  railroad 
we  have  the  exteiisive  Novelty  Iron 
works  of  Corlett,  Bros.  &  Co.  This  firm 
is  a  necessity  to  the)  oil  men  of  this  part 
of  Pennsylvania  and  their  large  force  of 
machinists  are  alway;  busy.  J.  D.  Town- 
ley,  boiler  maker.  A.  L.  Lincoln,  boiler 
maker.  J.  M.  Beatty,  tank  builder.  Rail¬ 
road  station,  with  J.  .J.  McKee  the  effi¬ 
cient  agent  in  charge!  The  large  flour 


xniinthat  tor  some  tuple  past  has  been 
idle,  is  being  thoroughly  overhauled  and 
'new  machinery  of  the  latest  kind  being 
puf.in  by  Messrs.  Crawford  &  Fletcher, 
and  will  soon  be  in  operation. 

Other  business  and*  industries  of  the 
tow'll  are :  Nitro  Glycerine,  F.  *M.  Den- 
,  niston,  manufacturers  and  dealers  in 
nitro  glycerine  and  torpedoes,  Ellis  Hall 
&  Son,  contractors  aiyl  builders,  J.  H. 
Altman,  W.  E.  Culp,  J.  C.  Berlin  and 
1  M.  Smith.  J,  F.  Irvin,  manufactures 
and  sells  "medicines,  Miss  Simpson,  is  the 
dressmaker,  E.  D.  Wilkins,  photograph¬ 
er  on  Main  street.  The  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Co ,  is  in  charge  of  R.  M. 
Smiley,  the  long  distance  telephone,  J.  1. 
Patterson,  the  local  telephone,  D.  W. 
Lewis;  Edenburg  Gas  Co.,  W.  J.  McDow- 
ell,  President  and  C.  J.  C.  McDowell, 
secretary.  Albert  V\  ollrner  is  the  house 
and  sign  painter.  Baird  Rose  the  dray¬ 
man. 

A  large  canning  factory  is  located 
here  which  uses  quantities  of  vegetables 
and  gives  employment  to  a  number  of 
men.  It  is  a  stock  company  which  is 
prosperous.  The  United  States  Express  ; 
*  ompany  have  an  office  at  the  depot  of 
which  J.  H,  McKee  is  the  agent. 

The  Edenburg  High  School  is  the  pride 
of  the  borough,  Prof.  E.  D.  Baker,  is  the  I 
proficient  principal,  and  the  four  rooms 
are  in  charge  of  competent  teachers,  | 
Mabel  Meinika,  No  1 ;  Electa  Howe,  No 
2;  Thornton  Craig,  No  3;  and  E.  D.  Bak-  ' 
No  4.  The  pupils  who  graduate  from  . 
Edenburg’s  school  have  attained  a  high  I 
degree  of  learning  and  are  capable  :  of  ' 
following  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  churches  of  the  town  are  in  charge 
of  the  following  ministers:  Methodist 
Episcopal,  Rev.  B.  F.  Delo;  Presbyterian 
Rev.  H.  F.  Earstnan;  Lutheran  Rev. 
Hesse;  the  Catholic  church  has  has  no 
regnlar  pastor,  but  servies  are  occasional-  j 
ly  held. 

fhe  water  works  of  the  town  are  its  I 
pride.  The  plant  is  owned  by  the 
borough,  but  leased  to  a  company  of 
which  S.  D.  Hill,  is  Superintendent. 
According  to  the  iease,  the  borough  is 
furnished  with  water  free.  A  drilled  well  , 
on  Charit}*  Hill  is  pumped  into  a  reser¬ 
voir  at  a  height  sufficient  to  give  eighty 
pounds  pressure  in  the  town*and  a  stream  j 
of  water  can  be  thrown  over  any  of  its 
buildings.  The  water  is  pure  coming 
direct  from  the  earth  to  the  pipes,  and  is 
not  poluted  by  any  contract  with  sewers 
or  filth. 

fhe  volunteer  fire  department  is  one  of 
the  special  departments  of  the  town.  The 
previous  history  in  that  direction  having 
been  heeded  to  the  exent  of  that  the 
present  body  of  fireman  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Chief  Engineer,  Thos.  Easley, 
with  D.  R.  Rose  as  first  assistant  and ! 
B.  H.  Thomas  second,  give  the  citizens  a 
feeling  of  safety  only  recently  known. 

Edenburg  has  always  been  noted  for 
the  number  of  secret  societies  that  have 
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bias,  Knighfeef  the 


aourisiie  .  . 
day  there  is  guenon 
I-  0.  0.  F„  A.  O.  c 
■  Honor,  Triumph  Lode 

LO'iye  Knights  o£dH _ 

•uacahees,  Ladfds  of  the  Tvhicabees  I 
viughts  and  Ladies  of  Honor  R.  T.  of  T.’ 

,■  Covode  Post,  No  129  G.  A  ;  'R . 
i  he  beautiful  Union  Cemetery  on  the 

1  thirTlQ?k5ng  the  towu-  silently  guards 
thoje  who  have  gone  before. 

v<  f;  *?and,soine  hose  house  contains  the 
Loucd  hamber  and  lockup.  The  present 
efficient  borough  officers  are:  John  T 
Corlett,  Burgess,  with  the  following 
councilmen,  Anson  Beatty,  John  Whit<? 
A-  J.  Smith,  W.  I.  McDowell,  C  L 

Jiu  VB-l0therS)  k  H  Thomas,  B. 
Reiffi  J.  W.  Gibson,  Jr  and  J  I.  patter- 
son  President;  G.  M  Cushings,  Secretary; 
h-  W.  Clover,  Constable  and  C  D 
Greene,  High  Constable,  John  L.  Porker,' 
Esq.,  tax  collector. 

nf  phS  PJes®nt .school  board  is  composed 
tarvro1<r11MReV'  w'  F'  ^ansnraniSecre- 
am(,r'°QGwM°0re:JrefUrer’  M-.e  Hess 
Jolly"’  S'  Hamm’  Huhrh  Amo  and  T.  A. 

Physicians  of  the  town  are  Drs.  W 
M  Clover,  C  L.  Clover  and  J.  A.  Beatty. 
r  residence  of  the  town  compare 
favorable  with  other  towns  in  the  county 

anT”ig  hT  b-elng  Si°me  verP  handsome 
and  elegant  private  dwellings 

.Mrs.  Jesse  M.  Smith,  who  was  former- 

lyN  °nat!i01\Maiu  stre5*  is  n°w  nicely 
settled  at  her  home  on  tfest  State  street 

where  she  invites  her  friends  and  cus¬ 
tomers  to  come  and  inspect  all  of  the 
latest  designs  m  pine  Art  Goods,  Fancy 
Needle  work  and  Embroideries.  She  has 
aho  a  compkte  line  of  silk  and  linen 
c  N.  ®tamPln§-  done  to  order.  Mrs 

Smith  thoroughly  understands  this  line 
of  work  and  will  be  pleased  to  give  in¬ 
structions  to  any  and  all  desiring  the 
same  and  guarantees  satisfaction .  5 

Edenburg  has  had  its  history,  some  of 
which  we  have  given. 

With  this  we  close  the  chapter  of 
Edenburg  and  will  open  a  new  one  of 
St.  Petersburg  next  week. 


St.  Petersburg. 

Up  on  top  of  the  hill,  overlooking  the 
winding  Clarion  River,  on  the  Pittsburg 
and  Western  Railroad  about  two  miles 
from  the  Allegheny  river  rests  the  above 
town.  Entering  from  the  depot  butjlittle 
is  seen  of  the  place  until  the  gradual  as¬ 
sent  brings  you  to  Main  street. 

The  town  traces  its  history  back  to  an 
early  epoch  of  the  State,  "in  1794  the 
State  granted  its  patent  for  the  land  to 
five  gentlemen  who  sold  it  to  Richard 
Peters,  of  Philadelphia, who  deeded  the 
property  to  Daniel  Ashbaugh,  Daniel 
Snyder  and  a  Mr.  Moyer.  After  the  lat¬ 
ter  purchase  some  dwellings  were  erected 
and  though  few  in  number  they  gave  the 
appearance  of  a  little  village, at  that  time,  j 


when  a  few  houses  together  in  the  sparce- 
ly  settled  country  seemed  to  the  settlers 
1  the  nucleus  of  a  coming  city.  The  name 
of  Petersburg  was  given  to  the  place  in 
■  honor  of  Judge  Peters,  who  at  one  time 
owned  the  land.  The  town  went  by  the 
name  of  Petersburg  until  1862  whenapost 
office  was  established  for  the  better  ac- 
|  commodation  of  the  increasing  resident 
population  and  there  being  another  post- 
office  of  the  same  name  the  new  office 
was  called  St.  Petersburg.  Where  the 
1  saintly  part  of  the  name  came  from  or 
who  was  responsible  for  it  is  not  known 
Among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  town 
we  find  some  of  the  sturdy  men  who  have 
by  their  industry  and  frugality  made  the 
great  State  what  it  is.  Daniel  Snyder 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  resident 
ot  the  town.  He  came  from  Westmore¬ 
land  county  m  1820  and  built  a  log  cabin 


Daniel  Ashbaugh  and  Mr.  Moyer  soon 
followed  Mr.  Snyder  into  the  then  wilder¬ 
ness  and  settled  in  the  neighborhood. 

In  1836  Charles  Sipler  came  from  Al¬ 
lentown;  this  state  and  settled  where  the 
Fox  mansion  now  stands,  but  in  1S4-1 
moved  to  St.  Petersburg.  By  trade  he 
was  a  stone  mason  but  filled  in  the  time 
when  not  working  in  stone  by  farming 
and  lumbering.  Mrs.  Catharine ,  Sipler? 
mother  of  Chas  Sipler,  purchased  four 
acres  and  erected  upon  it  the  first  hotel 
of  the  town  in  1844.  The  hotel  was  situ¬ 
ated  where  the  present  hotel  of  today 
now  stands.  This  Hotel  was  purchased 
by  Barney  Vensel  from  Mrs.  Sipler  in 
1852.  He  afterwards  sold  the  buildin°-  to 
Mrs.  Fritz,  then  bought  it  back  again  in 
1888.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1802 
and  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Vensel,  who  leased  it 
for  a  year  to  Mr.  Joseph  Gates,  again 
taking  possession  of  the  Hotel  and  is  now 
m  charge.  Mention  of  the  Hotel  will  be 
made  later. 

In  1844  Samuel  Laughner,  a  carpenter, 
and  Charles  Ritts  came  to  the  place.  Mr. 
Laughner  after  a  few  years  moved  to 
Salem,  while  Air.  Ritts  erected  a  log 1 
house,  cleared  his  land  and  farmed  it. 

Lewis  Collner  a  native  of  Germany, 
started  to  America  at  the  age  of  26’ 
He  was  a  young  man  of  determination 
and  pluck  which  is  illustrated  by  the  fact 
that  he  walked  six  hundred  miles  to  the 
seaport  with  his  kit  of  shoemaker’s  tools 
on  nis  back  and  when  he  arrived  in  this 
country  had  only  money  enough  to  pav 
for  the  first  nights  lodging.  Undaunted 
however,  he  commenced  work  at  fifteen 
dollars  a  month  but  believing  he  could 
better  his  fortune  started  westward  aiid 
finally  landed  in  St.  Petersburg  where  lie 
arrived  in  September  of  1837  and  com¬ 
menced  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
i  splendid  fortune  he  accumulated.  In 
1849  he  built  the  second  store  in  the  town 


Until  1843  he  farmed  the  land  he  cleared  1 
but  in  that  year  sold  his  farm  to  Henry  i 
Steiner  who  sold  it  to  John  Boan  and 
afterwards  Philip  Foust  became  the' 
owner, 


and  the  business  is  carried  on  by  bis  sons 
today. 

Peter  Jackson  landed  in  the  town  from 
Berks  county  in  December  1S36.  He 
cleared  some  land  and  made  his  dwelling 
place  comfortable.  He  was  superintends 
ent  of  the  first  Sunday  School,  which  he 
organized  and  was  also  an  elder  of  the 
German  Reform  church  of  the  place  for 
nineteen  years.  He  was  a  man  who  took 
pleasure  in  keeping  records  of  events 
_  and  among  his  papers  he  had  one  which 
~  stated  that  the  first  person  buried  in  the 
union  graveyard  was  a  child  in  1S11  and 
from  that  time  until  1883  there  were  in¬ 
terred  in  that  cemetery  eleven  hundred 
persons.  One  can  hardly  realize  this 
vast  number  of  the  dead  lying  in  the 
town.  Take  the  living  population  and 
add  to  its  nnmber  twice  as  many  and  you 
will  have  some  idea  of  the  sleeping  dead 
who  are  resting  within  the  borough  lim¬ 
its,  men,  women  and  children,  whose 
voices  echoed  and  whose  influence  either 
for  good  or  evil  were  once  felt  and  known 
in  the  town. 

John  Vensel  with  his  family  moved  to 
St.  Petersburg  and  in  1848  he  erected 
buildings  and  opened  the  first  store  in 
the  village.  Mr.  Vensel’s  business  was 
prosperous. 

In  1850  Mr.  Barney  Vensel  started  in 
his  brother^  John’s  Store  as  clerk,  but 
later  purchased  the  stock  and  conducted 
the  business  successfully  himself.  Mr. 
Vensel  has  always  been  prominently 
connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
borough.  ■  He  was  the  first  postmaster  of 
the  town,  in  1865.  He  was  appointed  by 
the  Court  of  Clarion  county  as  Judge  of 
the  first  election  held  in  the  Borough, 
February  23,  1872.  He  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  the  county  in  1870  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1884.  He 
has  also  filled  various  ofiices  in  the 
borough,  among  others  being  its  first 
hurgess. 

Blias  Ritts  came  to  St.  Petersburg  in 
i8ffi  In  1851  he  built  the  elegant  stone 
residence  in  which/  he  now  lives7~s^^ 
rounded  by  all  the  luxuries  and  elegance 
of  life,  which  with  his  ta  ented  family 
make  a  happy  evening  to  a  long,  useful 
busy  and  prosperous  life.  Mr  Ritts  soon 
after  moving  to  St  Petersburg,  became 
actively  interested  in  building  flat-boats 
and  freighting  metal  to  Pittsburg.  In 
this  business  he  was  very  successful,  his 
loss  in  boats  and  freight  being  very  light. 
He  was  an  extensive  oil  operator  from 
the  first  well  located  in  the  St.  Peters 
burg  district,  the  second  producing  well 
in  the  neighborhood  being  one  in  which 
he  tyas  interested.  He  has  been  a  large 
dealter  in  lumber  and  is  today  one  of  the 
principal  dealers.  He  is  connected  with 
the  extensive  lumber  firm  of  Ritts 
Shott,  Arnold  &  Co. 

Daniel  Whitling  arrived  m  the  town  in 
1858  and  started-t-he  first  jewelry  store  in 
the  place  which  at  that  time  contained 
twenty-eight  houses.  He  is  still  in  the 
same  line  with  the  hardware  business 


added. 

The  oil  excitement  of  1871  brought 
crowds  of  people!  to  St.  Petersburg,  and 
at  once  a  rivalry  sprung  up  between 
Mark  Pluling’s  town  of  Antwarp,  near 
Richland  and  St.  Petersburg,  as  to  which 
should  be  the  mcst  populous  town,  the 
latter  place  now,  and  perhaps  it  was  well 
that  it  did  for  Antwarp  was  wiped  out  by 
fire  some  time  la;er.  When  the  boom  in 
oil  commenced,  Ihe  owners  of  property 
realizing  that  their  investments  in  real 
estate  were  about  to  prove  valuable,  pro  -  j 
ceeded  to  lay  out  the  town  in  lots,  which  , 
was  done.  Rapid  sale  was  found  for  them  I 
and  more  substantial  structures  than  were 
!  generally  erected  in  oil  towns  soon  result¬ 
ed.  In  1S72  the  Clarion  County  Court 
created  the  place  a  borough  and  the  result  j 
of  the  first  election  was  Burgess;  Barney 
Vensel;  Councilmen,  Nelson  Vensel,  G. 
H.  Furrel,  Joel  Fink,  Daniel  Whitling 
and  Charles  Wilton.  The  school  direc¬ 
tors  were:  Elias  Ritts,  M.  C.  Booth,  Joel 
Fink,  D.  S.  Herronand  and  Mr.  Dittman. 
Wm.  Steffe  and  C.  Reicliard  were  the  ] 
two  Justices  of  the  Peace;  J.  Johnson  and  : 
Mr.  Wilcox,  poor  overseers  and  Charles 
Sipler  constable. 

The  oil  excitement  readied  St  Peters-  j 
burg  in  1S71.  Antwerp  having  the  honor  j 
of  the  first  well  which  produced  about 
three  hundred  barrels  daily.  It  was 
owned  by  Hulings  &  Co.  The  town  was 
soon  filled  to  overflowing  with  eager 
seekers  after  wealth  and  buildings  went 
up  rapidly.  The  first  well  drilled  in  the 
town  limits  was  owned  by  Alonzo  Goss 
and  Tip  Johnson.  It,  was  located  near 
the  race  course  and  came  in  with  twenty 
barrels.  The  next  well  below  the  rail¬ 
road  was  not  so  good  but  continued  dril¬ 
ling,  developed  rich  territory.  The  larg¬ 
est  well  in  the  borough  limits  was  located 
by  the  school  house  and  was  good  for 
eighty  barrels  per  day. 

The  new  population  quickly  drew 
numerous  saloons  and  boarding  houses 
which  were  full}7  taxed  for  a  time,  but  in 
later  years  they  were  abandoned  for  lack 
of  patronage  and  disappeared  from  the 
place. 

Two  newspapers  commenced  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  town  \The  Progress  edited  by 
M.  Goughler  &  Bro.  and  the  Daily  Press, 
edited  by  a  Mr.  Tozen. 

Water  works  and  a  fire  department 
were  established  caused  by  the  necessity 
of  the  times.  It. was  also  found  that  the  , 
safety  of  the  people  required  a  lock-up. 
One  was  built  and  the  first  man  to  occupy 
it  was  the  builder. 

At  the  time  of  St.  Petersburg’s  boom 
oil  was  worth  four  dollars  a  barrel  and 
labor  was  correspondingly  high.  Labor¬ 
ers  received  from  three  to  four  dollars  per 
day  while  skilled  mechanics  commanded 
from  four  to  six  dollars  for  a  days  work. 
In  1873  tbe  town  had  a  population  of 
about  five  thousand. 

The  first  fire  broke  out  October  10th, 
1872,  in  the  morning,  the  loss  was  nine 
!  houses  burned  down,  two  torn  down  and 


one  rolled  over  tfie  mu.  - - 

■  second  fir ;  occurred  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  February-  21st  and  started  in  Fred 
fiepp  s  saloon  y  hich  adjoined  the  Opera 
louse.  This  firi  was  remarkable  for  its 
?55je“esf>  at.°na  place  leaping  two  hun- 
arecl  feet  and  atlanother  jumping  across 

i  T„"ilde  ^treet'  Fe0Ple  from  Antwerp, 
Turkey  City,  Richmond  and  Foxburg 
came  quickly  anti  rendered  valuable  as¬ 
sistance  in  staying  the  progress  of  the 
flames  Nearly  the  entire  business  por¬ 
tion  of  the  town  together  with  a  number 
oi  hue  residences  were  destroyed.  The 
loss  has  been  estimated  at  $200,000  and! 
torty  buildings  were  burned.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  town  could  not  be  retarded  I 
however,  and  the  erection  of  new  build- 
lng-s  was  commenced  before  the  ruins 
had  cooled. 

Another  fire  occurred  in  April  1881 
out  tne  loss  was  not  severe. 

The  St.  Petersburg  bank  was  the  onlv 
monied  institution  of  the  kind,  the  town 
ever  had.  It  was  established  in  Febru- 
ary,  1872  with  Hon.  John  W.  Ham¬ 
mond,  of  Erie,  President;  Hon  John 

SgwfJitUSVtiIle’  Vice  President Jand 
Chas.  Horton,  of  North  East  Cashier 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Horton  in  1872,  John 
V  Ritts  was  elected  cashier,  hich  •  po  - 
sition  he  holds  today.  This  bank  did 
an  immense  business  during  the  excite- 
ment,  one  days  business  often  represent- 
reg  $1,000,000.  In  the  panic  of  1884  the 
bank  suspended  payment  for  about  sixty 
days  but  arrangements  being  made  by 
the_  stockholders  with  its  creditors  it 
again  commenced  business  which  has 
been  continued  up  to  the  present  time. 

'  TsJfi16  TffSt  SCr°o1  house  was  built  in 
1846  It  was  of  stone  and  stood  where 

^theArenchurch  of  the  present  time 
stands  A  school  had  been  kept  for  a 
1  couple  of  years  previous  to  the  stone  I 
school  house,  in  a  log  Rouse  tnax-  cnasi 
Sipler  had  previousl}5-  occupied  as  a 
dwelling,  and  was  taught  by  Reuben  Delo 
and  Charles  Haas. 

Of  the  churches  in  the  history  of  the 
town  we  find  Judge  Peters  on  '  the  sale 
ot  his  land  on  which  the  borough  is 
located  gave  a  tract  of  the  same  to  the 
|  German  Reformed  and  Lutheran  church- 
1  es  for  the  sum  of  one  do  flar.  This  proper- 
I  ty  contains  the  graveyard.  The  denomin¬ 
ation  built  a  Union  church  on  their  pro¬ 
perty  in  1835.  Being  dissatisfied  in  the 
Union,  the  Reformers  withdrew  and  built 
a  stone  church  in  1854.  This  was  torn 
down  later  and  the  handsome  brick 
building  was  erected  in  1877.  Rev.  Geo 
Koch  seems  to  have  been  the  first  pastor 
of  the  Reformed  German  church. 

1  he  Lutheran  congregation  was  or¬ 
ganized  by  Rev.  George  Ehrenfelt,  in 
1S38.  They  used  the  Union  church  until 
1873  when  the  present  building  was 
erected. 


The  Methodist  congregation 


was 


and 


or- 
th  e 


ganized  by  Rev.  Fay  in  ”1872 
church  erected  soon  after. 

The  Catholic  organization  was  effected 


by  Father  J  i  P.  Smith,  of  Emleuton  and 
the  church  built  in  1877. 

The  Presbyterians  built  their  church  in 
1S76,-  but  the  building  was  burned  in 
,1884. 

I  On  September  22nd,  1S92,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  experienced  its  last  large  fire.  The 
flames  started  about  6  o’clock  in  the 
evening  in  the  Opera  House  and  was 
caused  by  the  building  being  struck  by 
I  lightning  during  a  severe  storm.  In  this 
j  fire  the  buildings  from  Mrs.  Lucy  Vensel’s 
I  residence  to  the  store  of  W.  L.  Ewing’s 
were  destroyed,  twenty -two  in  all.  The 
loss  -was  about  §30,000  with  very  little  in- 
,  surance  probably  twenty -five  per  cent  of 
the  amount.  The  excitement  of  the  oil 
boom  having  subsided  this  last  fire  was 
practically  a  death  blow  to  the  town,  and 
only  a  part  of  the  burnt  district  has  been 
rebuilt.  Like  other  oil  towns  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  had  its  day.  Much  money  was 
made  -  some  lost.  Many  of  the  people 
who  knew  it  in  its  palmy  days  know  it 
no  more. 

ST.  PETERSBURG  OF  TO-DAY 
Presents  to  the  stranger  the  appearance 
|  of  a  quiet;  peaceful  village  of  probably 
j  eighteen  hundred  people,  some  who  have 
been  benefitted  by  its  past  prosperity  and 
others  that  have  seen  their  opportunity 
pass  by.  The  remains  of  the  fire  of  1S92 
are  yet  visible,  the  black  foundations  of 
buildings  destroyed,  cast  a  gloom  over 
the  prospects  of  future  greatness.  Yet 
the  business  men  of  the  town  at  this 
writing  are  men  of  metal,  brain  and  push 
while  the  resident  population  are  intelli¬ 
gent,  refined  and  hospitable. 

The  business  of  the  town  is  carried  on 
by  the  following  firms  of  reliable  and 
progressive  men.  Co  lner  &  Bros.,  deal 
l  in  general  merchandise,  dry  goods,  car¬ 
pets,  shoes,  wall  paper,  groceries,  flour 
j  and  feed.  They  occupy  a  large  brick 
store  on  Main  street.  This  firm  is  a  con- 
I  tinuation  of  the  store  of  Lewis  Collner 
I  started  in  1849. 

W.  L.  Ewing  groceries,  provisions  and 
bakery,  E.  O.  Jones,  furntiure  and  un¬ 
dertaker;  J.  S.  Craig,  drugs;  D.  Whitling, 
'hardware  and  jewelery;  C.  R.  Moore, 
dentist;  Mrs.  S.  R.  Neely,  milliner;  J. 

VV  .  Toy,  general  merchandise  and  groc¬ 
eries;  J.  A.  Dittman,  groceries,  confec¬ 
tionery,  tobacco  and  cigars  Mr.  Ditt¬ 
man  is  also  the  postmaster.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight 
years,  has  been  the  treasurer  of  the 
borough  for  the  past  five  j^ears,  has  filled 
the  offices  of  tax  collecter  and  constable, 
in  all  of  his  official  positions  he  has 
given  not  only  entire  satisfaction  but 
rendered  an  honest  stewardship.  Then 
comes  J.  Shingledeckers  meat  market,  i 

I  Jackson  &  (.  onvers  meat  market,  J. 
Moffett  general  merchandise;  St.  Peters-  ; 

1  burg  Savings  Bank,  of  which  Elias  Ritts  ; 
is  the  President,  with  John  V.  Ritts,  f 
Cashier  and  W.  A.  Ashbaugh  assistant 
Cashier.  St.  Petersburg  Hotel, B.  Vensel, 
proprietor.  This  hostelry  is  known  to 


all  the  commercial  men  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  for  the  cleanliness  of  its 
surroundings,  the  courteous  treatment 
of  the  guests  by  the  owner  and  his  sons, 
the  comfort  of  its  rooms  and  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  table  and  the  careful  atten¬ 
tion  and  kindly  care  taken  of  the  horses 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  Mr.  R.  Vensil 
who  attends  to  that  department.  In  fact 
a  large  number  of  the  travelling  men 
make  this  pleasant  place  a  point  to  stop 
over  Sunday  which  is  the  highest  compli¬ 
ment  paid  to  any  hotel.  C.  C.  Breul 
conducts  the  harness  shop;  B.  Smith  has 
groceries  and  general  merchandise;  A.  J. 
Burchfield,  wagon  maker;  David  Jones 
and  Adam  Dittman,  blacksmiths,  C. 
Hoteling,  professional  horseshoer;  P. 
Shafer,  livery  stable,  John  R.  Daken, 
boilermaker  and  C.  L.  White  and  H.  A. 
Shoup  the  barbers  of  the  town. 

The  borough  government  is  composed 
of  Burgess,  M.  F.  Ritts,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  council:  President,  G.  W.  Mathews; 
Secretary,  W.  A.  Ashbaugh;  Treasurer,  J. 
A.  Dittman,  W.  B.  Donaldson,  R.  Ster¬ 
ner,  Daniel  Ashbaugh,  J.  C.  Keefer,  (J. 
R.  Moore  and  Joseph  Gates.  Sol  Foust 
is  the  tax  collector;  A.  Dittman,  the  high 
constable  and  Geo.  J.  Fulmer,  constable. 

The  town  has  an  excellent  graded 
public  school  of  four  rooms  in  charge  of 
Principal  S.  R.  Craig.  The  rooms  are 
presided  over  by  the  following  teachers: 
No  i,  Miss  Lou  Hubbard;  No  2,  Miss  Eva 
Campbell;  No.  3,  Miss  Nannie  L.  Smith; 
and  No.  4,  by  Prof.  S.  R.  Craig.  The 
school  board  is  composed  of  the  following 
gentlemen:  President,  Elias  Ritts;  Sec- 1 
retary,  Dr.  I.  J.  Wireback;  Treasurer,  J. 
D.  Murphy;  Josiah  Fullman,  G.  E.  Cul- 
loch  and  E.  F.  Schell. 

The  town  has  a  splendid  water  works, 
it  being  suppled  in  winter  by  a  spring  a 
mile  distant  the  water  being  brought  to 
the  place  by  gravitation  and  in  summer 
from  a  spring  pumped  into  tanks.  The 
pressure  is  thirty-five  pounds.  The  water 
is  pure  and  adds  greatly  to  the  comfort 
and  health  of  the  citizens. 

The  churches  are  well  attended  and 
are  at  present  presided  over  by  the  fol  - 
lowing  ministers:  The  German  Reformed 
Rev.  N.  F.  Kerschner;  The  Lutheran, 
vacant;  Methodist,  Rev. - ;  Catho¬ 

lic  supplied  monthly  by  ministers  from 
Emlenton,  East  Brady  and  Clarion. 

The  following  secret  societies  meet  in 
the  place:  Masonic,  first  Thursday  of 
the  month,  C.  O.  Duve,  Sec.;  Knights  of 
Pythias,  meet  Thursday  evening,  J-  A. 
Dittman;  K.  of  R. ;  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  meet 
first  and  third  Wednesday  of  the  month, 
O.  D.  Ritts,  Counci  or;  Maccabees,  first 
and  third  Friday,  J.  A.  Dittman,  Record 
Keeper;  Ladies  of  the  Maccabees,  first 
and  third  Thursday,  Mrs.  S.  R.  Neely, 
Lady  Commander;  Lady  Record  Keeper, 
Nannie  L.  Smith;  Royal  Arcanium, 
second  and  fourth  Friday,  J.  D.  Murphy, 
Secretary;  United  Workman,  Thursday 
evening.  There  are  two  halls  or  lodge 
rooms  in  the  town,  Masonic  Hall  and 


Knights  of  Pythias  Hall,  both  comfortable 
and  convenient. 

The  town  has  telegraph  and  long  dis¬ 
tance  telephone  connection.  Is  on  the 
line  of  the  P.  &  W.  Railway  and  only 
two  miles  from  the  Allegheny  Valley.  ! 

The  United  States  Express  Company 
deliver  the  perishable  and  valuable 
goods  to  the  town  promptly.  A  large 
number  of  the  people  are  employed  by 
the  Pittsburg  &  Western  railroad  both  on 
the  road  and  at  their  shops  in  Foxburg. 
The  town  is  quiet  and  orderly  the  busi¬ 
ness  men  accommodating  and  pleasant  r 
and  the  stranger  made  welcome. 

Rimersburg. 

Situated  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  county  on  a  hill  called  a  divide, 
the  water  on  the  east  draining  into  Red- 
bank  Creek  and  on  the  west  into  the 
Clarion  river.  The  town  lies  partly  in 
Toby  and  Monroe  townships.  It  is  i 
claimed  for  Rimersburg  that  it  is  one  of 
the  oldest  settlements  in  the  county,  the 
first  settler  who  penetrated  the  wilder-  i 
ness  in  that  part  of  the  county  to  the  ; 
annoyance  and  distress  of  the  wild  deer,  [ 
bear  and  other  game  that  found  an  abid¬ 
ing  place  in  that  portion  of  the  densely 
wooded  country,  was  John  Rimer  in  the  ! 
year  of  our  Lord  1729.  He  built '  his 
dwelling  place,  in  the  style  of  those  | 
backwoods  days,  a  rude  cabin  and  called 
it  a  tavern,  when  the  old  time  pure  whis¬ 
key  was  served  over  the  bar  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  other  settlers  who  came 
that  way.  The  Clarion  and  Watterson 
road,  one  of  the  three  public  roads  that 
had  been  made  in  the  county,  ran  its  vip 
and  down  hill  and  winding  way  through 
the  property  of  Mr.  Rimer.  A  slab  cabin- 
followed  the  residence  of  Mr.  Rimer.  To  , 
show  that  Rimersburg  of  that  time  : 
about  1S33,  was  popular,  Caldwells  Atlas  1 
of  the  County,  says,  that  the  residents  of 
the  section  congregated  at  one  of  these  I 
cabins  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  Jul}r  in  j* 
the  year  1833,  and  the  suggestion  of 
having  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
read,  and  being  unable  to  find  the  desired  { 
article,  in  the  posession  of  any  one  pres-  I 
ent,  Mr.  James  Pinks,  who  had  come  to  j 
the  place  previously,  ,  found  a  child’s 
handkercheif  on  which  was  printed  the  | 
much  desired  article,  which  was  read  by 
Mr.  D.  R.  Lawson.  The  hearty  approval  1 
which  followed  the  reading  proved  how  j 
sincere  was  the  patriotism  of  tl;e  fore-  | 
fathers  of  Rimersburg.  Mr.  Rimer,  Mr.  J 
Pinks  and  some  of  the  older  settlers  de-  f 


cidecl  to  make  a  town  out  of  the  place 
and  to  induce  others  to  come,  marked  off 
lots  and  advertised  a  public  sale.  History 
tells  us  that  the  manner  of  conducting 
this  sale  was  different  from  the  plan 
used  at  the  present  day.  When  a  lot  was 
sold  the  seller  and  purchaser  each  took  a 
1  drink  of  whiskey,  but  whether  this  was 
done  to  bind  the  sale  or  at  whose  ex- 
pense  the  whiskey  was  bought  we  do  not 
know.  In  conversation  with  one  of  the  I 
bid  inhabitants  of  the  borough  the  other' 
day  he  stated  that  .the  lots  sold  at  the  ex-  f 
travagant  price  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  | 
cents,  and  pointed  with  pride  to  the  fact, 
that  some  of  the  same  lots  could  not  be 
bought  today  for  less  than  four  hundred 
,  dollars  and  that  each  man  would  have  to 
|  buy  hisown  whiskey  at  that  price.  i 

The  nameing  of  the  village  was  also 
held  put  as  an  inducement  to  early  buy¬ 
ers  and  builders.  It  was  proposed  that 
the  new  town  should  be  named  after  the 
man  who  built  the  first  dwelling  house. 
Mr.  James  Pinks  on  the  strength  of  this 
promise  purchased  a  lot  and  erected  what 
was  then  called  a  house,  one  and  one-half 
stories  high.  This  house  was  built  at  the 
junction  of  the  Rawsonham  road  and 
Main  street,  and  old  residents  tell  us  that 
some  parts  of  the  original  building  were  1 
used  in  tfre ’construction  of  the  house  that 
stands  on  the  lot  at  this  writing.  In  this 
I  building  that  Mr.  Pinks  erected  he  kept 
a  small  country  store  which  was  a  great 
convenience  to  the  neighborhood.  Mr 
Isaac  Walker  tells  us  that  Mr.  Pinks  has 
many  a  time  informed  him  that  one  sack 
of  green  coffee,  one  barrel  of  brown  sugar 
and  a  box  or  caddy  of  tea  was  sufficient 
for  the  wants  of  his  customers  for  six 
months.  That  Mr.  Pinks  bought  his  sup- 
phes  in  Pittsburgh,  from  where  they  were  ! 
shipped  to  Catfish  and  from  that  place) 
hauled  by  wagon  to  Rimersburo-  The 
town  grew  apace,  and  the  village  was 
generally  known  as  Piuksville.  The  post 
office  was  removed  from  Maple  Grove  a 
mile  distant,  and  established  at  Pinks- 
ville,  with  James  Pinks  as  postmaster. 

James  Feely  had  a  candy  store  at  the  up¬ 
per  end  of  the  town,  later  he. branched 
out  as  a  store  keeper,  where  W.  H.  &  T 

C.  Craig  &  Co.  are  found  today.  Mr  Feelv  I 
was  succeeded  by  Johns.  Wilson,  who  is  1 
now  a  resident  of  Clarion  town.  Some 
claim  that  the  first  store  in  town  was  kept 
by  tie  Wild  Cat  Furnace  Company  Dr 


ISpeermrd  Dr.  McDowell,  were  tie  pio. 
neer  physicians,  Peter  Reed  was  the 

SI?  rr°f  the  Peace-  A  oae 

-buRdmg  was  used  as  a  school  house 

“ I  f  Tj^wn  ‘Squire  Bennriu  ® 

afefiKfl*  the  young. 

stefs  of  tpe  fown  and  vicinity.  He  is 

*  good  tocher  and  kindly 
Pgap.- ,  $9  doubt  many  Qf  the  resided  L 

could  relate  incidents  that  occuPfoO^-’ 

der  his  administrations  in  the  school 
house  and  form  of  study  that  would  make 
a  decided  contrast  with  the  methods  of 
our  times.  But  the  old  way  answered  its 
purpose  well,  and  from  the  pioneer 
school  house  have  come  some  of  the  finest 
minds  and  geniuses  theworld  has  known. 

I  All  honor  to  the  backwoods  school  mas- 
ter,  rough,  in  exterior  but  kind  and  ^eutle 
|  at  heart. 

The  rapid  increasing  population  and 
the  number  of  teamsters  and  others  trav¬ 
eling  the  roads  through  the  town  required 
accommodations  and  as  a  result,  three 
I  hotels  were  erected.  The  Forest  House, 
[Berlin  House  and  the  Sheridan,  this 
hotel  was  conducted  .  by  Miles  Smith 
President  of  the  Rimersburg  Bank,  for 
mnteen  years.  Some  of  the  men  who 
were  popular  landlords  of  the  hotels  oi 
the  town  were:  James  Potter,  Thomas 
Newell,  Mr.  McDonald,  M.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Berlin. 

During  this  time  of  Rimersburg’s  his¬ 
tory  there  were  a  number  of  furnaces  in 
operation,  encircling  the  town.  Supply¬ 
ing  the  wants  of  the  men  employed  at 
these  furnaces  and  their  families,  added 
much  to  the  business  of  the  place.  The 
old  residents  say  that  on  Saturday  nights 
the  place  was  often  lively,  enough,  that 
the  fights  were  numerous  and  quarrels 
plenty.  But  while  some  of  the  partici¬ 
pants  in  the  fights  were  pretty  badly  used,  j 

up  no  murders  were  committed  and  the' 

lawless  element  were  kept  well  in  hand 
There  were  three  tanneries  in  the  town ' 
operated  by  Peter  Reed,  Reynolds  Pinks 
and  Samuel  Aimer.  These  have  all  dis¬ 
appeared. 

The  grist  mill  was  owned  and  operated 
by  Miller  Reed  and  was  a  great  conven¬ 
ience  to  the  place  as  it  was  the  only 
place  the  community  cobid  get  their 
flour.  In  those  days  flour  was  not 
brought  in  from  other  places  as  it  is  now 
but  the  farmer  must  take  his  wheat  to 
the  mill  and  have  it  ground. 


J.  M,  Steltzer  father  of  our  present 
Sheriff  was  one  of  the  old  settlers  and 
operated  a  blacl  smith  shop  and  was  also 
a  wagon  maker 

Levi  E  Sloanjwas  also  one  of  the  early 
ones  to  whom  Rimersburg  owes  much  of 
its  start  in  existence  -and  prosperity, 

Isaac  Walker  J  came  to  the  town  from 
Clarion,  in  1853  and  commenced  business 
with  a  Mr.  Chujrchburger  under  the  firm 
name  of  Walker  and  Churchburger  har¬ 
ness  makers.  Vhey  had  large  customers 
in  the  various  furnaces  near.  Mr. 
Churchburger  died  a  year  later,  but  Mr. 
Walker  still  continues  the  business  and  is 
one  of  the  important  men  of  the  town, 
who,  when  he  leaves  it  will  be  sadly 
missed.  He  is  quite  aged  but  spritely 
and  intelligent  and  brim  full  of  recollec¬ 
tions  of  the  past.  The  old  grist  mill  of 
Miller  Reed .  before  mentioned  stood 
where  the  present  I.  O.  O.  F,  hall  is  lo¬ 
cated. 

The  means  iof  communication  at  that 
time  was  by  the  old  fashioned  stage  coach 
and  the  hours  of  arrival  and  departure 
were  important  events  in  the  life  of  each 
day.  In  our  ride  to  and  from  the  pros¬ 
perous  little  city  last  week  with  our  horse 
straining  every  muscle  to  haul  the  buggy 
through  mud -almost  knee  deep,  we  won¬ 
dered  and  pondered  of  the  by  gone  days, 
and  tried  to  imagine  how  many  horses  it 
required  to  haul"  the  cumberson,  heavy 
stage  of  the  fifties,  along  the  country 
roads,  when  in  the  advancement  of  the 
times,  with  the  progress  of  the  art  and 
manufacture  that  has  been  made  in  the 
last  half  century,  with  the  improvement 
in  road  making  that  should  have  kept 
pace  with  the  (times,  That  to-day  it  re¬ 
quired  a  strong  horse  to  haul  one  buggy 
we  coulql  not  help  but  feel  that  in  one 
thing-roadmaking,  we  are  behind  the  age- 
at  least  fifty  years.  Ypugwili  no  doubt 
pardon  tne  digression,  but  a  little  moral¬ 
izing  seemed  to  be  in  place. 

The  town1  had  attained  such  proportions 
in  1853  that  a  charter  was  applied  for 
the  borough.  The  borough  originally 
I  was  renangular  in  shape,  three  hundred, 
ods  bng  and  one  hundred  rods  wide 
ungin  a  southeasterly  direction.  ", . .. ' 

Vbut  1862,  (Contention ,  arose  0 vet  the 
vng  place  of  the  dead..  Up  to  this 
'  he  dead  were  buried  in  the  Bellies-1 
Iveyard  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
own  and  in,  the  cemetery  of  the 
>dist  Reformed  and  Associate  Pres¬ 


byterian  Congregations  which  was  within 
the  borough  limits.  About  this  time  Pe¬ 
ter  Switzer,  Abram  Probasco,  Samuel 
Hosey,  R.  Klingensmith,  David  Crick 

John  ArnetSr.t  purchased  lotsnortheast 
of  tHe  town  and  laid  tnetn  owrror  a  cenie- 

tery.  They  were  incorporated  by  law 
;ahd  commenced  to. sell  lots.  Either  their 

‘act  of  incorporation  or,  the  enactment  of 
a  borough  ordinance,  prohibited  ihe 
burying  of  dead  in  the  future  within  the 
borough  limits.  A  great  .number  of 
those  lying  in  the  Methodist  and  Re¬ 
formed  graveyards  were  removed  to  the  j 
cemetery.  The  burying  ground  of  the 
Associate  Presbyterians  was  so  near  the : 
borough  limits,  that  they,  objected  to  1 
abandoning  it,  and  made  a  strong  effort  to 
have  it  cut  out  of  the  bofough.  This 
caused  much  strife  and  bad  feeiing  was  j 
1  engendered.  The  majority  of  the  town 
!  council  and  the  citizens  strongly  oppos- 
ing  the  desire  of  the  congregation.  But 
the  Presbyteiians  quietly  accomplished 
their  object  and  by  a  special  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  April  14th  1^63  the  lines  of 
the  borough  were  changed  so  as  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  grave  yard  also  belonging  to 
the  congregation  of  the  Cherry  Run 
church  and  John  Boyls  lot.  This  placed 
these  bur)dng  grounds  back  in  Toby  twp. 
where  they  were  previous  to  Rimersburg 
becoming  a  borough. 

James  Pinks  was  one  of  the  first  coun- 
cilmen  of  the  new  town  and  seems  to 
have  always  been  prominently  connected 
with  its  history. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  strong  fight 
over  the  town’s  name.  At  one  time  the 
southern  part  was  called  Pinksville  and 
the  northern  part  Rimersburg.  When  a 
name  had  to  be  selected  to  be  used  in  the 
charter  of  the  town,  it  was  found  that 
there  were  three  names  that  had  strong 
advocates,  Pinksville,  Rimersburg  and! 
Sloansville.  The  first  for  James  Pinks,  j 
the  second  in  honor  of  John  Rimer,  and| 
the  third  to  commemorate  the  name  of 
Colonel  Levi  Sloah-' 

These  three  gentlemen  were  all  large 
land  owners  and  of  great  influence  in  the 
community  .  There  are  various  accounts^ 
given  of  the  final  selection  of  the  presen.j 
name.  Some  claim  that  it  was  by  a  vofi.,1 
of  the  citizens,  others  that  the  larger 
numbers  of  lot  Owners  in  the  various  poe: 
tions  of  town  "  decided  and  yet  othejn 
claim  that  Mr.  Riner  having  the  larged 


number  of  friends  prsjEtjjEally  decided  the 
matter  and  Rimersburg!  was  finally  set- 
|  t*e<^  0;i  satisfactorily  to £11  parties. 

i  he  first  public  school  (was  on  one  of 
t.ie  back  stteets,  it  was’biiilt  of  logs  and 
contained  two  rooms.  This  building 'was 
succeeded  by  a  more  modern  building  in 
j  I^73>  which  building  contained  patent 
I  desks  and  other  conveniences  hitherto 
i  unknown.  This  building  was  placed  on 
a  back  street  close  to  some  stables  and  on 
j  that  account  made  it  unpleasant  for  the 
I  children  and  teachers.  In  1858  the 
Clarion  Collegiate  Institute  was  ouened 
in  the  Reformed  church,  Previovs  to  op¬ 
ening  the  school,  The  Reformed  church 
of  this  section  decided  to  erect  and  main¬ 
tain  a  college  some  place  in  Clarion  coun¬ 
ty.  The  claims  of  Curllsville,  New  Beth¬ 
lehem  and  other  places  were  presented 
and  discussed,  but  as  Rimersburg  was 
rapidly  building  up  and  the  citizens  pro¬ 
posed  to  contribute  financially  more  than 
the  other  towns,  it  was  decided  to'  build 
at  that  point.  July  6th  1859,  the  corner 
stone  was  laid,  Rev.  Henry  Harbaugh 
presiding.  In  i860  the  building  was 
completed  and  occupied.  The  catalogue 
of  that  year  showed  an  attendance  of  one 
hundred  and  six  pupils.  Rev  Rucian 
Cort,  A.  M.,  was  the  first  principal  with 
Rev.  Abner  Dale,  as  assistant.  .  His  suc¬ 
cessor  for  nine  years  was  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Apple,  father  of  Prof.  Apple,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Clarion  Normal,  and  now 
President  of  the  Female  Seminary,  Fred¬ 
rick,  Md.,  who  during  the  war,  bravely 
struggled  to  keep  the  school  together,  as 
the  students  leaving  to  shoulder  the  mus¬ 
ket  thining  the  College  ranks  as  rapidly 
as  it  was  increasitg  those  of  the  army. 
Rev.  Knepper  followed  Rev.  Apple  duriug 
whose  occupancy  of  the  Principal  chair  the 
Collegiate  Monthly  was  published.  Un¬ 
der  this  administration  much  difficulty 
arose  and  a  rival  to  the  school  was  started 
in  the  public  school  building.  For  about 
a  year  the  institution  was  closed  and  the 
Classes  who  had  charge  of  it  ordered  it 
to  be  sold.  However  Rev.  J.  J.  Penne- 
packer,  took  charge  in  1873  and  success¬ 
fully  conducted  it.  Prof.  A.  J.  Davis, 

I  the  present  efficient  Principal  of  the 
|  Clarion  State  Normal  School,  took  charge 
and  continued  it  fox  six  years  in  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition:.  Among'  his  assistants 
at  that  time  was.  Dr.  J.  T.  Rimer  one  of  I 
the  present,,  practitioners,  of  Clarion.  I 


Rev.  J.  J.  Pennepacker  again  took  charge 
for  two  years,  when  the  school  was  again 
closed  for  one  year.  Rev.  W.  W.  Deat- 
rick  then  assumed  the  managment  and 
I  remained  at  its  head  until  recently.  Full- 
er  mentioh  of  the  Institute  will  be  made 
in  Rimersburg  of  to-day. 

The  congregation  known  as  the  Jerusa¬ 
lem  congregation  organized  a  church  in  I 
1841.  For  some  years  the  people  wor¬ 
shiped  in  the  Axner  School  House  about 
three  fourths  of  a  mile  Out  of  town.  Rev 
Henty  Kock  was  the  first  pastor/  Rater 
they  built  the  fine  brick  building  used  at 
this  day. 

J-^Che  Methodist  churchs  date  back  to 

ibi7  wnen  a  class  was  organized  at  the 

borne  of  Mr.  John  Dawson.  Worship 
was  conducted  at  private  houses  until 
1832,  when  they  built  a  log  church  one 
half  mile  east  of  Rimersburg  on  a  tract 
( 01  land  containing  thirty  acres,  given! 
them  by  John  Bingham.  In  1S40  a  new  ! 

|  church  was  commenced  near  where  the 
present  church  stands  but  it  was  eight 

years  before  it  was  completed.  Rev.  G. 

,, '  was  the  first  pastor  though 

tne  building  was  commenced  under  the 

charge,  of  Rev.  R.  Peck.  The  present  I 
landsome.  frame  church,  on  Main  Street! 
near  the  center  of  the  town,  was  built  in.1 
m  1871  and  dedicated  under  the  pastor 
age  of  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Taylor.  The  old 
building  was  purchased  by  Mr  Alfred 
Warren  who  moved  it  across  the  street 
and  has  since  used  it  as  a  town  hall. 

The  Presbyterians  commenced  by  or¬ 
ganizing  a  Sunday  School  in  1834  A 
school  house  near  Sandy  Hollow,  in  Mad¬ 
ison  township,  was  at  first  used.  Mr 
Alexander  McCain  was  the  first  Superin¬ 
tendent.  The  school  moved  from  place 
to  place  until  they  erected  Bethesda  Pres¬ 
byterian  church.  This  church  was  re¬ 
moved  to  Rimersburg  in  1862  and  stands 

I  ther*  a[the  thls  time.  Uxtenszve  improve¬ 
ments,  however,  have  been  made.  ‘Rev. 

John  Core,  was  the  first  minister  in  charge 
Connected  with  this  church  is  a  Woman’s 
Missionary  Society  that  has  been  engaged 
m  the  work  for  fifty  years. 

Iron  County  Dodge  No.  485  I.  O.  O.  p/ 
was  instituted  May  20th,  1853,  in  a  room 
m  the  van  house  owned  by  Mai.  Reedr.  - 
This  room  they  occupied  twelve  years'^ 
when  they  built  the  substantial  building 
they  now  occupy  and  own. 

Rimersburg  was  headquarters  for  the 

nW;  "  v'C  ? 


Anti-Horse  Thief  Association  that  west 

.  %  ,  1  .  -  • 

organized  July  16th,  1883,  Their  meetings 
were  held  annually  on  the  first  Tuesday 
in  March.  , 

The  Foundry  was  established  and  ope¬ 
rated  in  1S55  by  S.  H.  Raster  &.  Brb.  John 
E.  McGuigan  commenced  manufacturing' 
furniture  in  1855  and  has  since  carried  .on 
the  business. 

Rimersburg  in  1897. 

Entering  from  either  the  Clarion,  East 
Brady,  Lawsonham  or  Cherry  Run  road 
you  come  into  the  thickly  settled  portion 
of the  town.  The  first  impression  you 
receive  is  that  it  is  a  busy  enterprising 
place  and  the  better  you  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  people  the  stronger  the  idea 
becomes.  The  town  is  laid  out  1  with 
wide  straight  streets  and  Main  street  is1 
built-up  solidly. 

The  industry  of  its  surroundings,  at 
this  writting  is  principally  coal  mining 
and  farming.  The  large  coal  works  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  ,  of  which  mention 
will  be  made  in  our  next  article;  gives' 
employment  to  about  five  hundred  men. 

The  following  description  of  the  busr~ 
ness  firms  of  the  little  City  wil  l  give  some' 
idea  of  the  capacity  of  the  people  living 
in  the  town,  ■  , 

W.  H.  &J.  C.  CraiG  &iCo.' 

This  firm  occupy  the  large  brick  build¬ 
ing  bn  Main  street  on  the  left  -hand  side 
you  enter  the  town  coming  from 
Marion.  The  members  of  the  firm  are  1 

.vv.  *  ;j}  i  ■  ■, )  "g  u  tj  : 1  f j ;•  r  {,'  y  r  ;r!', ;  ;;  Qri 

men  qf  large  experience  in  their  business 
and  have  a  reputation  for  honesty  and 
integrity  wherever  they  aye  .  hnown.  * 
The  seniori  member  of  the  firm,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Craig,  is  a  native  of  Armstrong  county 
this  State,  having  been  bom  on  his 
father’s  farm  near  Craigville.  He 
remained  on  the  farm  until  nineteen 
years  of  age  attending  the  public  school, 
of  his  township  and  assisting  his  father 
on  the  farm.  <  When  he  left  Craigville' 
he  'went  as  a  student  to  Elder’s  Ridge' 
Academy,  then  under  the  Principalship 
of  Dr.  'Donaldson.  From  this  place  of 
learning,  so  well  known  to  the  people  of 
Clarion !  county,  he  went  to  Pittsburg, 
where  he  graduated  from  the  Irou  City. 
Commercial  College.  Going -back  to  the 
old  hone  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  for 
the  will  known  firm  of  W.  F.  Rumberger 
&  Ccj  Eater  he  returned  to  Pittsburg 
and  Wcame  bookkeeper  for  John  P.  Scott 
if  th.p  city.  About  this  period  1868  he 


was  married  to  Misi  Foster  of  Armstrong 
county.  In  1870  he  entered  the  mercan¬ 
tile  firm  of  Craig  &  Foster,  at  Sherrett, 
Armstrong  county,  which  he  Conducted 
successfully  until  1875  when  he  brought 
his  family  to  Rimersburg  and  located 
permanently.  At  this  place  he  at  once 
commenced  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  H.  Craig  &  Co;,  and  built  up 
a  solid  business  and  refutation  until 
November  9th,  1891,  when  fis  store  and 
its  contents  were  destroyed;  by  fire.  The 
firm  immediately  put  up  a  temporary 
building  which  served  them  until  the 
next  year  when  the  handsome  brick, 
building  now  occupied  was  erected. 

J.  C.  Craig,  the  Junior  mfember  of  the 
firm  comes  from  the  West  having  been 
born  in  Champaign  county,  Illinois,  in ! 
1866.  He  was  also  a  farmer  boy  and 
raised  on  the  homestead  farm  of  his 
father  James  M.  Craig,  a  brother  of  W. 
H.  Criig. 

Mr.  Craig  helped  his  father  in  the 
mana;ement  of  the  farm  and  attended 
the  school  near  by  until  seventeen  years 

of  ag<  when  he  tried  his  talent  by  teach- 

ing  a  term  of  school.  Then  graduated 

from  one  of  the  celebrated  Commercial 
Colleges.  In  1887  he  came  to  Rimers¬ 
burg  and  accepted  a  position  as  clerk  '  in 
his  uncle’s  store,  in  which  position  he 
proved  so  valuable  and  reliable  that  it 
became  necessary  to  have  nim  beeline  a 
member  of  the  firm,  and  in  1,891  he  was 
taken  into,  partnership  and  the  firm 
name  changed  to  W.  H.  &  J.  C.  Craig  & 
Co.  Mr.  J.  C.  Craig  was  married  to  Miss 
Ida  Williams,  of  Eeatherwood,  this 
County,  on  November  10th,  1892. 

■  The  firm  of  to-day  are  known  all  over 
this  section  of  the  country  as  being 
gentlemen  of  thorough  honesty  and 
integrity.  Upright.in  all  their  -  business, 
dealings, courteous;  and  obliging  to  every 
one  of  their  customers.  They  carry  a" 
full  line  of  dry  1  goods,  groceries,  boots 
and  ■  shoes,  hats  and  caps,  furnishing 
goods',  queensware,  glassware,  miner’s 
supplies  and' flour  and  feed.  Anything 
purchased  from  the  firm  is  always  ot  the 
best  quality,  and  every  representation 
made  can  be  reded  npon  as  strictly  true. 
They  are  also  Agents  for  the  Adams' 
Express  'Company,  at  Rimersburg. 

CLARION  COEEEGIATE  INSTITUTE.. 

This  institution  of  learning  situated  in 

the  beautiful  grove  surrounded  by  hand- 

-  -  . . 


^tnkes  the  stranger  as  a  restful,  quiet 
Place  where  the  student,  free  from 
temptation,  may  drink  deeply  from  the 
fountain  of  knowledge  and  form  the 
sterling  qualities  of  manhood  and  woman¬ 
hood  that  will  carry  them  honorably  and 
successfully  through  the  busy  scenes  to 
jj  follow  in  their  lives.  , 

Rimersburg  is  to  be  congratulated  in 
'having  located  in  the  town;  the  Clarion 
|  Collegiate  Institute,,  whose  far  reaching 
j  reputation  for  throughness  of  education 
has  gone  out  even  beyond  the  State. 
Some  of  the  most  brilliant  men  we  have 
to-day,  look  back  to  this  College  in 
grateful  remembrance  and  devoted  love 
as  the  alma  mater  that for  a  time  sheltered 
|  them  and  sent  them  out  strong  in  educa¬ 
tion  and  character  to  make  their  lives 
I  successful. 

The  Principal  of  the  Clarion  Collegiate 
( Institute  is  W.  D.  Smith  A.B.,  he  is  a 
t  graduate  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
j  leSe  and  a  young  man  of  brilliant  intellect 
and  deep  learning.  He  seems  to  have 
the  tact  of  teaching  and  governing  that 
few  possess.  He  is  ably  assisted  by  J.  B. 
Miller  A.  B.  a  graduate  of  Westminster 
College*  Instructor  in  Ratin,  Greek  and 
Mathematics  and  by  S.  E.  Downs  Assis¬ 
tant  Instructor  in  Rnglish  and  Matlmatics 
The  Institution  possesses  a  first  clast  oiano 
and  Prof.  Miller,  who  is  a  skilled  musR 
cian  and  a  successful  instructor  has  charge 
of  this  department. 

The  course  of  study  adopted,  ,  at-  title 
school  is  thorough  and  practical.  The 
government  firm  but  gentle,  the  associa¬ 
tions  homelike  and  refined.  The  Clarion 
Collegiate  Institute,  was  formerly  under 
I  the  control  of  Clarion  Classes  of  the 
|  Reform  Church  but  is  now  under  the 
I  supervison  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  of  the 
same  Church. 


The  general  purpose  of  the  school  is  to- 
afford  young  men  and  women  the  means 
j  of  obtaining  the  basis  of  a  liberal  educa-- 
I  tion.  The  ' courses  embrace  all  the 
I  branches  necessary  to  a  good  preparation 
j  for  the  Poetical  pursuits  of  life,  profes¬ 
sion  or  college 

The  school  buiding  is  a  three  story 
brick  located  in  the  middle  of  a  hand¬ 
some  oak  grove  and  commands  an  ex¬ 
cellent  view  of  the  surrounding  country  i 
The  rooms  are  large  and  well  ventilated’ 
the  ent.re  building  being  heated  with 
natural  gas  in  winter  and,  from  its  eleva,’ 


I  tion  enjoy es  all  tlie  '  cool  breeze  - 

summer. 

The  courses  of  study  are  graded  to  the 
student,  the  english  course  being  arranged 
for  the  elementary  course  of’ the  first  twQ 
years.  The  Academic  course  is  arranged 
for  the  more  advanced  pupils  and  includes 
a  1  the  branches  usually  embraced  in  an 
Academic  course. 

.  Students  who  have  finished  the  Class.-, 
ical  Course  with  thoroughness,  will  bfc 
admitted  to  the  Sophomore  class  of  Frank- 
|  m  and  |  Marshall  College,  Grove  City 
I  College  or  other  Classical  Institutions  of 
learning. 

The  expenses  are  extremely  low.  The 
English  course  for  the  Spring  term  being 
only  $10,  Normal  course  $11  Academic 
course  $13,  Classical  course  $14.  Board- 
|  mg  can  be  secured  for  £2.50  per  week'. 

|  Furnished  rooms  in  the  building  can  be 
had  for  50  cents  per  week. 

•  We  would  strongly  advise  all  interested 

to  write  to  the  Principal,  W.  R.  Smith 

Rimersburg,  for  full  information. 

Such  institutions  of  learning  as  the 
Collegiate  Institute  of  which  a  history 
!was  given  in  last  week’s  paper, add  great¬ 
ly  to  the  prosperity  and  intelligence  of 
any  town  and  the  inhabitants  of  Rimers- 
i  burg  are  justly  proud  of  theirs. 

If  you  are  coming  in  the  town  from 
j  the  Clarion  or  Sligo  road  you  will  please 
allow  us  to  join  you  at  the  Cemetery  at 
the  lower  end  of  town,  and  we  will  notice  ; 
the  different  business  places  as  we  pass 
into  town  and  up  the  Main  street.  The 
first  business  place  is  on  the  left  hand 
side  of  the  street  and  we  will  keep  on 
|  that  side  going  up  and  take  the  other 
side  coming  down.  It  is  the  blacksmith 
and  wagon  shop  of  W.  A.  Steltzer,  Mr, 
Steltzer  is  a  brother  of  J.  M.  Steltzer,  the 
present  Sheriff  of  Clarion  county,  and 
previous  to  the  elevation  of  J.  M.  Steltzer 
j  to  his  present  office,  the  brothers  were  in 
partnership  in  the  above  business.  The 
next  place  is  the  harness  shop  of  Isaac 
Walker,  Mr.  Walker  manufactures  har¬ 
ness  of  all  kinds.  His  place  is  a  con¬ 
venience  to  the  town  and  many  travelers 
appreciate  the  excellent  workmanship  of 
the  repairs  he  makes  on  the  harness  of 
their  horses.  The  gentlemen  has  been 
one  of  the  business  fixtures  of  the  town  ! 
the  past  forty-four  years, and  during  that 
time  has  held  almost  every  office  in  the 
borough.  The  next  place  is  the  merchant 
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tailoring  establishment  of  Fischer  who  has 
been  a  resident  of  the  town  for  some 
years,  having  left  Clarion,  to  locate  at 
Rimersburg,  he  is  a  gentleman  in  every 
sense  of  the  word  and  the  clothes  he 
makes  can  be  relied  upon  to  be  perfect 
in  every  particular.  If  in  need  of  a  shave 
you  may  drop  in  at  the  next  place,  the  f 
barber  shop  of  Flick  &  Reigle,  and  your 
face  shaved  or  hair  trimmed  acceptably. 
Then  we  have  the  handsome,  substantial 
two  story  brick  building  of  W.  H.  &  J.  C. 
Craig  &  Co.,  mention  of  which  wTas  made 
4n  the  last  article.  If  your  whiskers  have 
grown  rapidly  you  can  again  sit  down  in 
the  barber  chair  of  Mr.  C.  Arner  the  ac¬ 
complished  tonsorial  artist,  whose  large 
patronage  testifies  to  his  ability. 

If  you  need  furniture  you  will  no  doubt 
,vant  to  make  a  call  on  F.  B.  Barr,  whose 
large  furniture  ware  rooms  and  undertak¬ 
ing  establishment  we  have  just  reached. 
Mr.  Barr  is  one  of  the  men  who  only  keep 
the  best  and  are  satisfied  with  a  reason¬ 
able  profit.  His  undertaking  rooms  are 
filled  with  handsome  caskets  for  inter¬ 
ment  of  the  dead  and  his  handsome  hearse 
is  for  the  use  of  his  patrons.  Don’t  visit 
the  town  without  calling  at  his  place. 
Across  the  Alley  is  the  butcher  shop  of 
Thomas  Kerr.  Mr.  Kerr  always  keeps  on 
hand  rich  juicy  meat  and  sells  lots  of  it. 
We  will  turn  down  the  alley  and  go  to 
the  only  livery  stable  in  the  town  where 
we  meet  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Edward  Mc- 
Eane.  The  equipment  is  perfect, 
both  in  horses  and  vehicles.  You  will 
find  Mr.  McEane  not  only  affable  and 
accomodating,  but  ready  to  exchange 
horses  with  you.  The  writer  recent^- 1 
had  an  experience  with  the  gentleman  in  | 
this  line  which  proved  highly  satisfac¬ 
tory.  He  has  at  present  ten  head  of  j 
excellent  driving  horses.  He  also  carries 
the  mail  from  Rimersburg  to  Eawsonham 
on  the  low  grade  of  the  Alleghenj’  Valley 
railroad,  a  distance  of  three  miles  and 
hauls  the  many  passengers  who  avail 
themselves  of  that  route  to  town. 

Coming  back  to  Main  Street,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  on  up  we  come  to  the  beautiful 
drug  store  of  J.  W.  Kerr.  This  is  the 
only  store  of  the  kind  in  town  and  is  a 
necessary  adjunct  to  the  health  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Kerr  is  one  of  those 
genial  gentlemen  that  help  to  make  life 
happy.  Whatever  you  purchase  from 
him  can  be  relied  on  as  being  pure  and 


fresh. 

If  you  feel  indisposed  at  this  point,  you 
can  enter  the  cozy  office  of  Dr.  A.  M. 
Mohney,  which  is  situated  here,  but  you 
will  be  lucky  if  you  find  him  in,  as  his 
large  list  of  patients  require  his  constant 
attention.  Dr.  Mohney  is  a  sociable 
gentleman  and  congenial  friend.  Feel¬ 
ing  better,  we  cross  the  street  to  the  next 
corner  and  call  at  the  postoffice,  situated 
in  the  store  of  L.  P.  Arner  &  Bro.  These 
gentlemen,  are  the  successors  of  D.  Arner 
their  father,  so  well  and  favorably  known 
near  and  far,  and  deal  largely  in  general 
merchandise.  If  you  have  received  your 
mail  we  will  go  a  little  farther  until  we 
come  to  the  clothing  department  of  Hosey 
&  Wick’s  large  store  situated  across  the 

Ireet.  Here  no  doubt  you  will  call  for  a 
new  suit  ot  clothes.  IF  your  clothing, 

recently  purchased  fits  you,  and  jmu  have 
been  carrying  a  greivance  with  you,  we 
had  better  call  next  door  on  Wm.  Stopp, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  will  hear  your 
trouble  and  by  his  legal  knowledge  en¬ 
deavor  to  settle  the  matter  satisfactorily. 
If  you  have  a  sweet  tooth  you  can  stop  at 
the  comectionery  of  F.  C.  Speer,  which 
happens  to  be  just  here.  If  in  need  of  a 
car  of  coal  or  a  train  load  of  black  dia¬ 
monds,  no  doubt  you  can  order  it  from 
the  Brier  Ridge  Coal  Company  whose 
office  is  in  this  building.  ,  rossing  the 
street,  which  leads  to  Eawsonham  on  the 
left  and  to  Cherry  Run  on  the  right,  we 
have  arrived  at  the  Acme  Mining  Com¬ 
pany’s  store,  which  is  full  of  all  kinds  of 
general  merchandise.  We  next  enter  the 
new  store  of  A.  Warren.  Mr.  Warren 
also  deals  in  general  merchandise.  ‘  He 
is  one  of  the  old  residents  of  the  town 
and  owns  what  is  known  as  Warren’s  hall, 
where  the  entertainments  of  the  town ; 
take  place.  If  you  need  some  visiting1 
cards  stop  in  the  Job  office  of  S.  S.  Fisher: 
and  he  will  .accommodate  you.  Now  this 
next  place  we  come  to  we  will  go  in  and 
rest  awhile.  Mr.  John  E.  McGuiganj 
who  owns  the  building  and  contents  is 
one  of  the  well  known  residents  of  the 
community.  His  large  ware  rooms  are 
filled  to  overflowing  with  modern  furni¬ 
ture  of  all  kind  from  a  child’s  chair  to  a 
mahogany  bedstead.  His  undertaking 
ware  rooms  are  also  full  and  he  can  satis¬ 
fy  any  desire  or  fancy  of  his  numerous 
customers.  This  finishes  one  side  of  the  , 
street  and  we  will  cross  over  and  go  I 
down  on  the  other. 
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ou  can  go  in  here  find  call  on  Dr.  H.  A. 
ise,  the  dentist  of  the  town  who  will 
pull  that  aching  tooth  quickly.  That 
e  egant  large  building  in  the  grove,  is  the 
Clarion  Collegiate  Institute  previously 
mentioned.  The  next  place  is  Mrs. 
Hethrington’s  Millinery  establishment. 
Then  the  large  general  merchandise  store 
ofHosey  &  Wick.  The  firm  is  only  a 
little  over  a  year  old  yet  they  have  built 
up  a  wonderful  business,  so  large  in  fact 
that  they  are  compelled  to  use  the  store 
across  the  street  for  their  clothing  de¬ 
partment. 

1  ou  may  stop  next  door  at  the  Jewelry 

establishment  of  R  M.  Koch,  and  have 

your  watch  repaired  or  send  a  telegram 
borne  as  the  telegraph  office  is  locat¬ 
ed  in  his  store  and  he  is  the  accommodat¬ 
ing  operator.  Ed  Arner  keeps  a  con¬ 
fectionery  in  the  next  building  where  he 
will  be  pleased  ts  wait  on  everybody. 
Just  here  you  can  step  and  buy  the  bread 
and  cakes  you  want  to  take  home.  Mr. 
bred  Gruebele  keeps  the  bakery  and  he 
supplies  families  for  miles  around  Din 
ner  did  you  say?  This  is  the  Newell 
House  kept  by  Mr.  Joseph  Fidler,  and  it  i 
is  popular  among  travelers  generally.  A 
good  hotel  kept  by  a  pleasant  gentleman 

If  you  need  money  and  have  a  bank  ac¬ 
count  or  you  can  give  good  security  this 
is  the 

rimisrsburg  bank. 

In  years  gone  by  Rimersburg  had  the 
Savings  Bank,  then  the  Farmer’s  Bank 
tne  latter  going  out  of  business  some  ( 
years  ago. 

Ou  November  xst  the  present  Rimers¬ 
burg  bank  was  organized  with  the  fol 
lowing  officers  and  board  of  directors 
M.  Smith,  President,  J.  M.  Steltzer, 

Vice  President.,  J.  r.  wick,  Cashier, 
p'  ^Iohney-  S.  G.  Smith,  (of  Butler)  * 
P-;V-  yd>  J-  M-  Nelson,  M.  J.  Mateer, 
andj.  M.  Steltzer,  directors 
The  doors  of  the  bank  were  thrown 
open  for  business  and  merchants,  farmers 
and  miners  at  once  became  depositors  and 
patrons.  From  the  start  the  manage¬ 
ment  has  been  wise  and  conservative  ac- 
cor  modating  and  honorable.  From  the 
first, lay  the  bauk  co,„«e„cad  do  " 
business  it  has  been  a  paying  institution 
and  a  great  accommodation  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  Coal  Companies  pay  their 
miners  through  the  bank  which  has  cor-  j 


respondents  in  all  the  business  centers  of 
the  country.  Previous  to  May  1894,  the 
bank  was  located  in  the  Albion  store 
building  but  the  destruction  of  that 
building  at  that  date,  left  the  bank  house¬ 
less.  The  contents  of  the  safe,  however, 
were  uninjured  and  a  temporary  location 
j  across  the  street  w7as  found  until  the 
(handsome  building  now  occupied,  could 
be  erected.  The  present  bank  building 
is  a  frame  structure,  two  stories  high 
The  bank  is  situated  on  the  first  floor! 
fronting  on  the  street.  The  inside  of  the  ^ 
building  is  finished  in  Carolina  pine,  and  : 
presents  a  beautiful  appearance.  Back  of 
thebankproper  are  handsome  private 
offices  for  the  use  of  the  President  and 
directors.  The  second  story  is  elegantly  ! 
fitted  up  for  lodge  room  purposes.  The 
office  of  the  <  herry  Run  Gas  Company  is 
also  located  in  this  building.  J.  R.  Wick, 
fbe  venerable  cashier,  now  in  his  seventy 
fth  year,  is  but  seldom  seen  at  the  bank, 
but  his  duties  are  faithfully  performed  by 
is  son,  W.  A.  Wick,  who  is  assistant 
cashier.  J.  R.  Wick,  has  been  the  only 
bank  cashier  that  Rimersburg  has  ever 
had, having  acted  in  that  capacity  for  the 
Savings  Bank  and  the  Farmer’s  Bank. 
MILES  smith. 

The  President  of  the  above  bank,  from 

its  start  to  the  present  day,  was  born  in 
Monroe  township,  this  county,  on  his 
father’s  Isiac  Smith’s  farm  in  183S  Dur¬ 
ing  his  younger  days  he  attended  the 
istrict  schools  at  Brush  Run  and  Kribbs 
schoo  house  near  Reidsburg.  In  the 
latter  p  ace  he  suffered  under  the  birch  of  I 
such  well  known  men  as  John  McCormack  I 
and  Rev,  Thomas  whose  memory  fingers 
ike  holy  incense  among  his  friends  and  i 
whose  good  works  are  running  info  etern- 
ity  Later  he  learned  the  b  acksmith’s  I 
trade  under  his  brother,  Henry  Smith,  at  I 
Green vi  le,  Pa.  Aftef  finishing  his  trade 
he  went  to  Oliver  township,  Jefferson 
county  where  he  bought  a  farm  and  mar¬ 
ried  Miss  Eliza  vicClothey,  of  Armstrong 

cotinty.  This  was  in  1859.  While  living 
in  Jefferson  county  and  conducting  his 

farm  he  dealt  in  lumber,  live  stock,  etc. 

He  filled  the  office  of  Collector  and  Con¬ 
stable  while  in  Oliver  township.  In  1871 
he  moved  his  family  to  Rimersburg  and 
purchased  the  Sheridan  house  from  Col. 
Henry  Boyle,  which  house  he  conducted 
for  nineteen  years.  Ad  of  these  years  he 
managed  successfully  a  large  farm  he 


owned  near  town.  These  lands  together 
with  a  large  amount  of  town  property 
that  he  owned  proved  valuable  for  the 
coal  they  contained  and  have  greatly  add¬ 
ed  to  the  wealth  Mr.  Smith  is  to-day  the 
possessor  of.  In  the  interests  of  the  town 
he  has  always  been  prominent.  He  holds 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
town  and  has  a  large  circle  of  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

Next  door  to  the  bank  is  the  Rimers- 
burg  Bargain  Store, managed  by  Mr.  R.  A 
Reese,  who  is  a  pleasant, accommodating 
gentleman  and  has  succeeded  in  drawing 
a  large  custom  to  his  store. 

Raster  &  Gardner’s  large  General  Mer¬ 
chandise  Store,  including  hardware,  is 
the  building  adjoining  the  Bargain  Store 
This  firm  is  composed  of  men  of  large  bus 
iness  experience.  Mr.  S.  H.  Raster  was 
formerly  of  Raster  &  Bro.  whose  store  was 
burned  in  the  fire  of  May  1894.  J.  F. 
Gardner,  the  other  member,  is  well  known 
all  over  the  county  having  been  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  competent  County  Commis¬ 
sioner  and  whose  business  sagacity  has 
has  been  recognized. 

P.  M.  Raster,  owns  the  foundry  and 
deals  in  agricultural  implements  and 
castings.  He  is  a  very  pleasant  man  to 
do  business  with  and  has  lots  of  friends. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Gardner,  has  a  pretty  lit¬ 
tle  Millinery  store  next  door  to  the  foun¬ 
dry  office  and  has  many  customers. 

The  City  Hotel,  presided  over  by  J.  M. 
Summerville  wih  always  be  found  a  con¬ 
venient  place  to  stop  and  the  table  will 
!  never  be  found  wanting.  Mr.  Stewart  its 
former  landlord  lias  entertained  many  a 
weary  traveler. 

J.  W.  McGuigan,  has  a  billiard  and 
lunch  room  next  door  to  the  City  hotel 
but  only  opens  the  rooms  on  Saturday 
nights.  Next  is  the  hardware  store  of 

B.  B.  STB  WART 

Mr.  B.  B.  Stewart  the  owner  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  this  county,  having  been  born  on 
the  farm  of  his  father,  Alex  Stewart  in 
Porter  township  in  1S61.  He  remained 
on  the  farm  until  1888,  helping  his  father 
in  the  care  of  the  various  large  farms  he  [ 
owned  and  attending  the  township  school. 
In  this  year,  1888,  he  married  Miss  Am_A~ 
R.  Craig,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
of  Washington  Craig,  Jr.  of  Callensburg. 
After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Stewart  .rented 
the  Buchanan  farm  in  Piney  township 


which  he  successfully  farmed  for  three  j 
years.  From  Piney  township  he  went  to  | 
the  J.  B.  Miller  farm  in  Sligo  borough 
and  managed  it  for  one  year.  At  the 
end  of  the  lease  on  the  Miller  farm,  he 
sold  his  personal  property  and  moved  to 
Rimersburg  -where  he  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother,  G.  W.  Stewart 
under  the  firm  name  of  Stewart  &  Bro. 
The  firm  erected  a  large  building  with  ! 
store,  dwelling  and  ware  rooms  and  com¬ 
menced  the  Hardware  and  Farm  Imple¬ 
ment  business.  During  the  continuance 
of  the  firm  they  opened  a  meat  market  in 
an  adjoining  building  which  was  success¬ 
fully  carried  on  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Iii ; 
1895  the  firm  dissolved,  B.  B.  Stewart 
purchasing  the  interest  of  his  brother 
George  W.  He  has  since  continued  the 
business  alone  in  a  successful  manner,  i 
He  deals  largely  in  hardware,  stoves, 
paints,  oils,  glass,  harness,  buggies, 
wagons  and  all  kinds  of  farm  implements 
He  is  agent  for  the  most  celebrated  | 
reapers,  binders,  mowing  machines,  hay 
rakes,  etc.  He  is  energetic,  progressive 

and  interest  himself  in  the  welfare  Mil 
the  town.  He  was  elected  a  member  of] 

the  school  board  at  the  recent  election. 
He  has  received  the  contract  for  carrying! 
the  mail  from  Rimersburg  to  Rawsonham 
which  goes  into  effect  July  1st,  1897,1 
.  when  he  proposes  to  equip  the  route  with 
elegant  new  hacks  and  horses  for  the  ac¬ 
commodations  of  the  traveling  public 


store  the  only  exclusive  one  in  the  town. 
He  a  so  attends  to  the  repairing  of  worn 
footwear.  He  is  an  unusual  pleasant 
gentleman  and  a  member  of  the  borough 
council  and  treasurer  of  that  corporation. 

Reaving  Mr.  McFlicks  store  we  come 
to  the  office  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Summerville 
one  of  the  successful  practitioners  of  the 
vidage.  Dr.  Summerville  would  be  a 
p  easant  addition  to  any  town,  accom¬ 
plished  in  manners,  courteousj  to  all, 
ski  led  in  his  profession  and  a  friend  of 
the  afflicted  he  has  bui!t  a  practice  that 
requires  his  constant  attention  and  he  is 
so  constantly  on  the  go  that  it  is  hard  to 
find  him  at  home. 

James  Snyder  keeps  a  confectionery 
store  above  the  Doctors  in  which  he  does 
a  good  business. 

W.  H.  Morris  is  the  house  painter  and 
paper  hanger  of  the  town.  One  of  the 
old  veterans,  who  served  his  country 


Re- 


President  of  the  Grand  Ann^ 
union  Association,  interested  in  the  we  - 
tareofthe  town,  active  in  the  splendid 

urass  band  and  a  prominent  candidate  for 
the  postoffice  in  the  near  future. 

,  ^  m-  Armogast  has  a  b  acksmith  shop 
jaciv  of  the  Hotel  Newell.  Personal  con¬ 
tact  and  business  relation,  with  the  g-n- ! 
!  eman  bas  shown  us  that  he  is  fuly 
i  worthy  of  the  large  trade  and  many 
ti  lends  that  he  justly  has. 

Mr.  Anderson  and  A.  O.  Newell,  are 
the  pnncipal  carpenters  of  the  town  H  E) 
Snyder  and  A.  M.  Raster  are  the  busy 
p  umbers.  J.  C.  Crick  deals  in  lumber. 

ie  town  has  four  churches,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  in  charge  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Kelly. 

ns  church  has  lately  been  remodelled 
and  is  very  handsome.  The  Methodist 
j  church  with  Rev.  Joel  Smith  in  charge 
i  is  a  pretty  building.  They  contemplate 
improv  ing  their  house  of  worship  in  a 
I  short  time.  The  Reformed  church  is  a 
brick  building  and  Rev.  Hunsinger  is  the 
efficient  pastor  who  takes  care  of  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  his  people.  The  As¬ 
sociated  Presbyterians,  look  up  to  Rev 

f  th61r  advisor  in  things  pertain- 
ing  to  heaven.  This  congregation  antici¬ 
pate  improving  and  beautifying  their 

church  in  the  near  future. 

The  following  secret  societies  have  or¬ 
ganizations  in  the  town:  The  I  OOF 

IronCityEod^A.  O.  Newell,' Sea;' £ 

’  R-’  D-  SharP  Post  267,  John  Flick 
Commander,  W.  H.  Morrison,  Quarter 
master.  Knights  of  Pythias.  Jr.  0  V  A 

V  “eet  ln  secot>d  story  of  the  bank 
building  every  Wednesday  evening 

There  are  two  lodge  rooms  in  the 
bank  building’. 

Warren’s  hall  on  upper  Main  street  is 
wierethe  entertainments  of  town  are 

Ihe  borough  Council  of  to-day  is  com¬ 
posed  of  Burgess,  S.  K.  Raster-  W  W 
Bosworth,  President  of  Council;  P.'  M" 
Raster,  clerk;  W.  McFlick,  treasurer- 

l  Wm  And  ^  EddeS’  Steltz^ 
er  Wm  Anderson  and  Chas.  Wise 

The  elegant  graded  public  school  ™ 

ta.„s  three  Iarge  ^ 

pnncipal  ship  of  Prof  EdwsmJ  "  the 
Room  No.  1  is  in  charge  of  Ollie  Colwell' 

No;;,Net„eDe,p,No.3,Pro,  E°S 
•  J-  Artman,  President; 


!  Treasurer;  Miles  Smith  Hso  rr  ’ 

The  fire  department  consists  of 
j  chemical  engine.  The  council  has, 

1  ata: nn  r  Jhe  present  °fficials  in  charge 

i  are  Wilhs  Flick,  Chas.  Wise,  Wm.  Afi- 

derson  and  K.  F.  Snyder. 

Natural  gas  is  furnished  the  citizens  in 
abundance  and  the  rates  are  extremely 
low  at  present  owing  to  the  competition 
of  two  rival  companies,  The  water  of 
the  town  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is 
pure  and  wholesome. 

.  There  are  five  Iarge  coal  mines  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  namely 
Cherry  Run,  Briar  Ridge,  Acme,  Diamond 
and  Ae_,  stone.  These  mines  when  run¬ 
ning  employ  about  five  hundred  men 
j  aild  nearly  all  of  them  obtain  their  sun-  I 
J  phes  in  Rimersburg,  thereby  creatine  a  I 
1  a  arge  demand  on  the  merchants,  The 
different  companies  have  their  own  time 
to  pay  and  as  they  are  at  different  periods 
o  the  month,  it  brings  almost  a  constant 
-stream  of  money  to  the  town. 

The  advantages  of  Rimersburg  for 
continuous  and  permanent  growth  is  ex 
ceedinglygood.  If  the  citizens  awaken 
to  the  possibilities  of  the  times  and  em¬ 
brace  them,  Rimersburg  may  yet  be 
classed  as  one  of  the  cities  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  having  all  the  desirable  ad- 
vantages  in  its  favor,  location,  railroad 
facilities,  gas  and  water. 

Next  week  we  take  up  the  thriving  city 
o£jewBethlehem  and  Fairrnormt  city 

NEW  BETHLEHEAE  I 

Ibe  land  on  which  the  town  stands' 
-—by  warranting  to  Tim-1' 

,  thy  Pickering,  Samuel  Hodgden 
towaen  Ingram,  Jr.  and  French  Cox’ 

&|mrlCalIedfor63,acres  ■« 

•  These  original  owners  so’d  the 
property  to  William  K.  Hulings  in  1S21 
but  on  the  same  day  they  conveyed  the 

^ohad^oc^na^rSt- 

wh°-6  wUv,rChaSed  a  part  °f  the  ]and  on 
,  which  the  town  is  built  from  Annie  Wik- 

Athis  death,  two  of  his 

|of  TS’hGe™^e  DoversPike  and  Mary,  wife 
of,  John  Million,  took  some  of  the ir  i 

Wedland  and  laid  it  out  in  town  lots' 

They  had  a  peculiar  deed  printed  which 
ey  delivered  to  buyers  of  the  lots  of 


ground. 

Christian  Himes  was  located  on  a  fifty 
acre  tract  which  he  had  purchased  from 
the  WikofF  tract  and  his  farm  adjoined 
the  borough  line.  He  built  a  log  house 
which  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first  I 
building  in  the  borough  limits.  It  was  1 
situated  by  a  spring  above  the  town. 

Henry  Nolf  was  one  of  the  original  set¬ 
tlers  and  had  much  to  do  with  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  town  in  a  business  way.  He 
built  and  occupied  the  second  house  in 
the  town.  Having  secured  the  water 
right  from  Henry  and  Lewis  Doverspike 
on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Redbank 
creek,  he  erected  a  saw  mill. 

A  gristmill,  which  was  a  necessity  of 
the  time  and  a  great  convenience  to  the 
community  was  built  by  Mr.  Nolf  in  1835. 
The  building  was  two  and  a  half  stories 
high.  To  show  the  difference  of  milling 
of  1835  and  1897,  we  quote  from  one  of 
Mr.  Nolfs  historians,  as  follows:  “The 
mill  contained  two  sand  stones  to  do  the 
grinding;  one  bolting  cloth  but  no  ele¬ 
vator.  The  chop  was  hoisted  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  floor  by  a  barrel,  constructed  similar 
to  a  well  bucket  The  chop  was  emptied 
into  a  hopper,  from  where  it  emptied  in¬ 
to  the  bolting  cloth.  The  bolting  cloth 
was  not  regular.  It  was  finer  at  one 
end  than  the  other.  The  fine  end  had 
the  best  flour,  the  other  what  they  called 
the  shorts.  The  miller  would  put  the 
flour  of  a  small  grist  in  the  bag  and  then 
tie  a  string  around  the  bag  above  the 
flour  then  he  would  put  the  shorts  into 
the  bag  and  tie  it  shut  and  deliver  it  to 
the  customer.  The  buckwheat  flour  of 
that  time  was  very  dark,  and  it  is  said 
that  it  contained  a  good  deal  of  sand  which 
the  people  of  those  days  seemed  to  digest 
without  apparent  injury. 

One  of  the  incidents  connected  with 
the  life  of  Henry  Nolf,  Sr.,  who  was  so 
prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  place  in  its  early  days,  and  that 
we  do  not  consider  out  of  place  in  this 
article.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  tall, 
thin  man  of  strong  constitution  and  with¬ 
out  fear.  During  his  life  in  the  Redbank 
valley,  the  county  was  full  of  game  and 
being  a  born  hunter,  he  devoted  a  good 
deal  of  his  spare  time  to  killing  large 
game.  In  one  of  his  many  hunts,  he  .was 
accompanied  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Dover¬ 
spike,  Sr. ,  The  hunt  was  to  be  up  Town 
run.  They  finally  separated  agreeing  | 


the  shot  of  either  of  the  guns  would  bring 
the  other  hunter  to  the  one  that  shot. 
Mr.  Nolf  came  across  a  large  bear  and 
shot  it.  However  the  bear  was  only '  in¬ 
jured  and  attacked  the  dog  belonging  to 
Mr.  Nolf.  The  dog  receiving  the  worst 
of  the  fight  ran  to  his  master  for  assis¬ 
tance,  whereupon  the  bear  renewed  the 
conflict  with  Mr.  Nolf.  Mr.  Doverspike 
having  heard  the  shot,  came  as  quickly 
as  possible  and  none  too  soon,  as  the  con¬ 
test  was  going  against  Mr.  Nolf,  the 
bear  having  him  down  and  was  tearing 
his  breast.  Mr.  Doverspike  shot  the 
bear  killing  it  when  it  was  on  Mr.  Nolf, 
Not  being  able  to  leave  him  to  go  for  as¬ 
sistance,  Mr.  Doverspike,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  powerful  men  of  that  section 
carried  Mr.  Nolf  home,  a  distance  of 
three  or  four  miles  on  his  back. 

Thomas  McKelvey  came  to  New  Beth¬ 
lehem  from  Kittanning  about  1833.  He 
entered  the  store  of  Henry  Nolf  Sr., 
and  the  year  following  purchased  the 
stock  and  continued  in  the  business  alone 
until  1858,  when  he  so'd  out  and  went 
west.  Mr.  McKelvey  built  one  of  the 
finest  grist  mills  on  Redbank  creek  in 
1849,  and  the  high  dam  he  built  caused 
the  raftsman  trouble  which  finally  caused 
much  litigation  in  the  courts  and  brought 
out  facts  on  both  sides  proving  Redbank 
creek  to  be  by  one  party,  a  raging  torrent 
and  by  the  other  only  a  little  insignifi- 
ant  creek.  < 

j  KTn  Me KeTvey  was  one  of  the  most 
(prominent  men  in  the  affairs  of  the  vil 

ge;  fHe  was  ^pointed  by  the  Govern 
or,  Justice  of  the  jPeace,  was  very  active 
m  educational  matters  and  a  strong  snp 
porter  of  the  freejschool  system.  P' 

Thos.  McKelvey ’s  efforts  succeeded 
having  a  postoffite  estab iished 
Bethlehem.  Thete  was  a  wee 
r,e  f  BtootliUe  to 
pouches  bang  carried  on  horseback 
induced  the  authorities  to  have  the' 
ners  stop  at  his  town  and  he  was  an 
pointed  the  first  lostmaster  of  the  village 
wmeh  position  hejheld  honorable  until  ’54. 
s  ie  grew  old  :n  years  he  still  kept 

dM?  t \dt  Fre<JuentIy  in  winter 
did  he  Bitch  his  «  olendid  team  to  a  large  I 
sled  and  filling  with  young  ^ 

drive  them  to  sone  spelling  bee  at  some 
counhy  school  fuse  a  few  miles  away  ! 
Mnn  Manassah  Arnold,  of  Clarion,  is  one' 
of  Mr.  McKelvejjs  daughters. 


in 

in  New 
w  eekly  mail 

He 
car-  : 


The  second  store  in  the  town  was 
opened  to  the  public  by  Mr.  Philip  Cor¬ 
bett.  The  third  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Allebach. 

In  1834  George  Space  moved  to  New 
Bethlehem  and  built  a  blacksmith  shop 
on  the  ground  where  the  New  Bethlehem 
store  now  stands.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  man  of  more  than  usual  intelli¬ 
gence  having  spent  all  of  his  spaie  time 
in  study  whi  e  learning  his  trade  under 
his  father  who  resided  at  West  Millville, 
only  a  few  miles  above  New  Bethlehem. 


One  of  the  First  Log  Houses. 


He  is  reported  to  have  been  an  industri¬ 
ous  and  accommodating  man  and  a  good 
citizen.  The  contrast  between  his  trade 
of  that  time  and  the  present  will  show,  by 
stating  that  the  shoes  he  shod  the  horses 
with,  he  made  from  bar  iron  and  the  nails 
he  used  were  all  made  by  hand.  For 
driving  a  shoe  and  furnishing  the  nails 
at  his  shop  was  a  “fifpenny-bit”  or  six 
and  one-fourth  cents.  Of  course  you 
would  furnish  the  horse  shoe.  To-day 
you  can  buy  the  shoes  and  nails  already 
made,  and  pay  more  money  for  the  same 
work.  In  1846  Mr.  Space  built  the  Globe 
Hotel  which  he  conducted  until  about 
i860,  when  he  rented  the  hotel.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  he  again  took 
charge  of  the  house  and  continued  in  its 
management  until  his  death  in  1865. 

Mr.  Space  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
peace  at  the  first  election  held  in  the  town 
for  that  office.  He  was  again  reelected 
in  1863  or  1864.  He  had  also  been  a 
councilman  and  school  director  of  the 
borough. 

New  Bethlehem  was  not  of  mushroom 
growth.  The  population  did  not  come 
m  a  day  and  night  and  leave  as  rapidly, 
but  the  increase,  slow  at  first  -  only  one 
log  and  one  frame  house,  one  stable  and 
one  saw  mill  in  the  twenty -five  years 
from  180S  to  iS33l  has  constantly  in- 


creased  up  to  the  present  time  wiu. 
kind  of  people  that  build  permanently 
and  sure. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  saw  mill  of 
Henry  Nolf,  being  the  only  place  where 
building  materials  could  be  procured  in 
the  neighborhood,  caused  many  to  locate 
in  New  Bethlehem.  This  mill  was  washed 
.  j  away  by  high  water  and  rebuilt  by  Ar¬ 
thur  O’Done'l  in  the  year  1850.  Later 
this  second  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire 
I  and  again  rebuilt,  afterwards  becoming 
j  the  property  of  Craig  &  Co. 

Geo.  Trumble  built  the  first  distillery 
in  1S40.  The  liquor  was  hauled  to  St. 

•  j  Mary’s  and  from  there  sold  or  shipped  to 
other  markets.  It  was  a  frame  building 
three  stories  high.  From  Trumble  the 
distillery  went  to  Mercer  S.  Slauglien- 
haupt,  then  to  Jos.  Himes,  who  bought 
the  farm  on  which  it  was  located  in  1848- 
Mr.  Himes  sold  the  machinery  and  tore 
the  building  down. 

In  i860  Arthur  O’Donell,  built  the 
second  distillery  in  town.  It  passed  into 
other  hands,  and  burned  down,  and  vari- 
uos  reasons  were  given  as  to  the  origin  of 
the  fire.  In  1864  a  brewery  was  built, 
but  being  unsuccessful  was  torn  down, 
and  since  that  time  the  town  has  been 
free  from  manufacturing  plants  of  that 
kindj_  , 

C.  E.  Andrews  a  native  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa  ,  being  born  in  the  year  1S2S, 

is  father  who  had  been  a  prominent 

merchant  of  that  city  having  died,  and 

his  mother  being  remarried,  came  with 
the  family  to  Clarion  county  in  1836.  He 
lived  on  the  farm  on  which  they  located 
until  his  eighteenth  year  when  he  ac¬ 
cepted  a  clerkship  with  Thomas  McKel- 
j  vey  previously  mentioned.  Starting  in 
life  with  energy,  honesty  and  integrity, 
as  his  capital,  at  a  salary  of  #40  for  the 
first  year;  $57.50  the  second;  $75  the 
third;  $132  the  fourth  year,  taken  into 
partnership  the  fifth  year  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  eighth  year,  1854, 

the  owner  of  the  business. 

Continuing  his  original  capital  of 
|  brains,  honesty  and  integrity  coupled 
j  with  a  natural  business  sagacity  and  the  ! 

I  money  he  had  accumulated,  he  continued 
to  advance  up  the  ladder  of  success  rapid¬ 
ly,  proving  to  the  young  men  of  his  town 
and  state  that  there  are  no  obstacles  in 
|  the  path  of  any  industrious  young  man, 

;  who,  with  a  firm  heart,  earnest  inten- 


tion  and  honest  motives,  determine  to  win 
fortune  and  honor.  That  it  is  not  always 
necessary  to  have  a  money  capital  to 
succeed. 

In  i860  he  built  a  steam  saw  mill 
erecting  scaffolds  on  which  to  manufac¬ 
ture  boats  which  were  taken  to  Pittsburg 
and  used  in  the  southern  coal  trade, 
transporting  to  Cincinnati,  Memphis  and 
New  Orleans. 

In  1863  he  added  to  his  saw  mill  a 
planing  mill  later  the  firm  of  C.  F.  An¬ 
drews  &  Sons  was  formed,  of  which  men¬ 
tion  will  be  made  later. 

M  r.  Andrews  has  been  one  of  the  men 
to  whom  New  Bethlehem  owes  much  of 
its  present  permanent  existence  and  one 
of  the  men  who  make  cities  of  small 
towns.  He  has  been  postmaster  for  many 
years  and  has  held  many  positions  of  trust 
in  the  borough  government  of  the  place 
with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
his  neighbors. 

It  seems  that  the  original  name  given 
to  the  town  was  Gumtown,  (certainly  a 
sticking  name)  in  honor  of  Henry  Nolf, 
Jr.,  who  had  been  nick-named  Gum, 
which  cognomen  seemed  to  stick  to  him 
for  many  years.  The  name  from  some 
cause  unknown  to  the  writer,  though 
happily  for  the  place,  was  changed  to 
Bethlehem,  but  again  changed  to  New 
Beth'ehein,  on  account  of  there  being 
another  place  of  the  same  name  in  the 
state.  A  charter  of  incorporation  was 
'granted  the  place  by  the  Court  of  Clarion 
County  in  1853.  John  Himes,  was  elect-  [ 
ed  the  first  burgess,  with  George  Space, 
Joseph  Conger,  Frederick  Mohney  and 
Joseph  Himes,  as  councilmen.  The  first 
council  it  seems  attempted  to  rearrange 
the  streets  and  alleys  and  straighten  out 
the  irregularities,  and  we  are  informed 
every  council  since  has  undertaken  the 
seeming  hard  work. 

In  1837,  Fulton  &  Jones  built  a  Foun¬ 
dry,  whichin  succession  became  the 
property  of  Phillip  Corbett,  C.  R.  McNutt 
&  Son,  John  Hilliard  and  W.  R.  Hamil¬ 
ton  &  Son,  who  added  to  it  a  machine 
shop  and  manufactured  plows  and  thresh¬ 
ing  machines. 

The  Nolf  mill  eventually  became  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Craig  &  Co.,  who 
having  had  long  and  practical  experience 
in  milling,  repaired  the  mill,  and  placing 
the  latest  machinery  in  the  mill  and  in¬ 
creasing  its  capacity  to  the  extent  that 


they  had  the  reputation  of  nuking  the 
best  flour  and  feed  in  this  raft  of  the 
State. 

Redbank  creek  has  at  all  tim£s  figured 
in  the  success  of  the  town  being  a  means 
of  transporting  the  products'!*)  Pittsburg 
and  furnishing  the  motive  power  for  the 
various  mills  along  its/banks.  The  first 
raft  to  float  down  the  stream  be’onged  to 
Messrs.  Barnett  &  Scott.  It  wfcs  directed 
by  poles  in  place  of  oars  and  the  entire 
crew  consisted  of  a  Mr.  Clarke  The 
creek  while  being  of  much  commercial 
use,  was  also  a  destructive  element  £as 
well,  as  at  times  it  flooded  its  banks  and 
caused  much'  damage.  At  one  time  there 
was  ten  feet  of  water  on  the  level  at 
I  Fairmount  City  about  a  mile  above  the 
'  town.  Some  of  the  floods  carried  away 
all  of  the  bridges  and  some  serious  law  1 
suits  resulted.  Amos  Silvis  had  an  apple  ! 
orchard  of  about  fifty  trees,  of  twenty-five  | 
years  growth  entirely  destroyed.  Some  . 
of  the  residents  of  the  low  lands,  claimed 
that  the  high  water  resulted  from  the  | 
contractions,  of  the  water  by“the  various 
dams  and  suit  was  brought  against  the 
Craigs  for  damage.  In  a  test  suit,  brought 
by  John  T.  Girts  and  wife,  the  trial  lasted  I 
nine  days  and  resulted  in  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant.  Satisfactory  results  were 
obtained,  however,  by  the  residents  of 
the  endangered  district  moving  to  higher 
ground.  ^ 

The  schools  of  the  early  days  proved 
that  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  town 
appreciated  the  advantages  of  an  early 
education. 

The  first  school  we  can  find  an  account 
of  was  a  pay  school.  It  was  organized  in  I 
1828,  by  Mr.  Meredith.  The  attendance 
was  small,  at  first  only  about  a  half  dozen  j 

jpupils  and  then  only  a  term  of  about ! 
three  months.  Some  of  the  older  resi¬ 
dents  well  remember  as  teachers  of  the 
olden  time,  such  names  ag  Smith  Favery,  I 
Mary  Tom,  Mrs.  Alshouse,  John  Green,  1 
Mr.  and  Miss  Baker,  Joseph  Galbeith,  I 
James  Shea's,  ffm.  Sloan,  Mr.  Forbes,  ! 
John  Green,  Samuel  Travis,  Adison  Wil¬ 
son  and  a  Mr.  Vandike.  All  weilders  of 
the  rod,' good,  kindly  and  earnest  teach¬ 
ers  to  whom  many  of  the  citizens  look 
back  with  gratitude  for  their  careful  in- 
structi6n,  which  at  the  time  was  un¬ 
appreciated. 

In  1848,  the  first  public  school  was 
built.  It  was  a  frame  sixteen  by  twenty- 


four  and  ten  feet  high.  The  desks  which 
were  high  were  fastened  to  the  walk  which 
was  the  only  view  the  scholars  had  when 
weary  6f  study.  At  that  time  the  build¬ 
ing  was  considered  modern  andcomp'ete. 

'  This  building  is  to  day  used  as  a  wagon 
shop  by  D.  A.  Hoy. 

Ih  !S55,  a  much  larger  and  finer  build¬ 
ing  wad  erected  by  C.  R.  McNutt,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,500.  It  was  thirty-two  by 
fifty  feet,  two  stories  high  and  built  of 
brick.  This  building  was  sold  to  Miss 
1  Tom/  who  donated  the  lower  story  to  the 
'  Presbyterian  church  as  a  place  of  holding 
1  services  while  she  used  the  second  story 
j  for  a  classical  Academy,  but  this  proving 
I  unprofitable  she  sold  the  building  to  the 
borough.  This  building  becoming  too 
small,  another  frame  building  thirty  by 
sixty  feet  fourteen  feet  high  was  erected. 
It  was  built  near  the  old  one.  The  school 
was  then  divided  into  five  rooms  with 
J  Prof.  L.  T.  Baker  in  charge.  Prof.  L.  L. 
Himes,  now  the  efficient  Principal  of  the 
Clarion  public  school,  had  charge  from 
IS73  and  during  the  following  eight  years 
much  of  the  splendid  condition  that  the 
schoo  s  of  New  Bethlehem  are  to-day  cel¬ 
ebrated  for,  is  due  to  his  splendid  and 
careful  management  of  that  term.  A  de¬ 
scription  ot  the  elegant  and  costly  temple 
of  learning  of  the  town  of  the  present 
time,  will  come  under  the  description  of 
the  town  as  it  is  to-day. 

Of  the  churches  of  the  by  gone  days  we 
find  that  P.  H.  Hoffman,  was  the  first 
member  of  the  M.  E.  Church  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county.  He  constituted  him¬ 
self  an  entertainer  of  the  visiting  minis¬ 
ters  who  came  to  New  Bethlehem.  Hav¬ 
ing  no  home  church  to  attend,  he  visited 
those  of  Millville,  Curllsviile,  and  Strat- 
tanviUe,  from  three  to  twelve  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  His  persistant  efforts,  however, 
succeeded  in  occassional  religious  meet¬ 
ings  being  held  at  Smith’s  school  house 
about  one-half  mile  from  town.  After 
the  first  school  house  had  been  built  and 
a  larger  number  of  Methodists  having  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  town,  services  were  some¬ 
times  held  there ,  much  to  the  pleasure 
and  profit  of  the  faithful  few. 

Of  the  Baptist  church,  it  seems  Mrs. 
Jacob  Hilliard  was  the  first  member  of 
that  faith  in  the  neighborhood,  She  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  having  Rev.  Thomas  Wilson,  a 
minister  of  that  church,  preach  in  the 
little  school  house  at  intervals.  J.  B. 


Reese  is  said  to  be  the  first  man  that 
1  joined  this  church.  About  this  period  it 
I  seems  a  religious  feeling  was  aroused  and 
revival  meetings  of  the  Baptist  and  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  were  jointly  held.  The 
converts  being  left  to  decide  which  church 
they  would  eventually  join.  This 
arrangement  was  very  satisfactory  for  a 
time,  but  at  last  jealousy  entered  into  the 
hearts  of  the  people  and  as  the  two  de¬ 
nominations  differed  materialy  on  the  I 
point  of  baptism,  they  split  on  that  rock. 
The  result  was  that  heated  discussions 
and  numerous  debates  on  which  of  the 
two  beliefs  the  people  should  build  their 
faith  was  carried  on.  It  is  also  stated  that 
the  subject  was  also  discussed  as  far  away 
as  Strattanville  at  which  place  the  contest 
waxed  warmest.  The  principles  of  the 
discussion  on  the  side  of  immersion,  being 
Revs.  Thomas  Wilson  and  B.  H.  Thomas 
and  on  the  side  of  sprinkling,  Revs.  Geo. 
Reeser  and  Keller. '  Who  can  say  that 
good  did  not  result  therefrom  as  it  caused 
'  a  rivalry  between  the  two  churches  and 
the  members  of  each,  assisted  by  their 
respective  adherents,  commenced  at  once 
to  build  churches  at  New  Bethlehem.  It 
soon  became  a  race  as  to  which  would 
have  their  church  finished  first.  The 
Baptists  won,  but  were  quickly  followed 
by  the  Methodists. 

The  first  church  in  the  town,  the  Bap¬ 
tist,  was  built  in  1852  and  the  second, 
the  Methodist  in  1853.  We  were  told  by 
one  of  the  old  residents  that  Mr.  Jos. 
Himes  worked  in  the  saw  mill  making 
boards  for  the  new  Methodist  church  from 
six  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  nine 
o’clock  at  night,  so  great  was  his  desire 
to  have  his  church  the  first  to  be  built. 
The  two  buildings  were  very  much  alike 
in  architecture  and  stand  to  day.  monu- 
I  ments  of  the  religious  zeal  of  the  fore, 
fathers  and  mothers  of  the  town. 

The  third  church  to  be  erected  in  the 
borough  was  the  Catholic,  which  was 
finished  in  1873.  It  is  a  beautiful  build¬ 
ing,  situated  on  an  elevation  which  com¬ 
mands  a  fine  view  of  the  town  and  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  The  building  origi- 
nal'y  cost  three  thousand  dollars,  the 
congregation  is  large  and  was  in  charge 
_of  Father  McGiveing. 

rue  tourtfr  cnurcn  to  grace  and  elevate 
the  town  was  the  Presbyterian  that  was 
commenced  in  1877  and  completed  in 
1885.  Fewis  Corbett  was  its  designer  and 
builder.  It  cost  when  finished  $ 6,500 .  j 


_v.  Joseph  Mateer  D.  D.,  since  deceased, 
was  its  faithful  pastor.  Fie  is  spoken  of 
as  a  good  man,  of  flowing  speech  and 
loved  by  all. 

During  the  first  of  the  seventies  the 
people  of  the  Redbank  valley  were  exci¬ 
ted  over  the  low  grade  of  the  Allegheny 
valley  rail  road  which  would  run  through 
the  centre  ot  the  town.  The  coming  of 
the  iron  horse,  followed  by  the  long 
train  of  coal,  lumber  and  other  products 
of  the  land  brought  visions  of  prosperity 
and  wealth,  some  of  which  were  after¬ 
ward  realized.  The  railroad  was  com¬ 
pleted  to  the  town  in  1873  and  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March  of  that  year  one 
of  the  wonders  of  man’s  ingenuity  the 
locomotive,  entered  New  Bethlehem,  the 
very  snorting  and  puffing  of  which  caused 
the  clews  of  the  town’s  commerce  to  throb 
and  ting  e  with  new  life  and  activity. 


CONTINUED  FROM  EAST  WEEK. 


Messrs  Jones  and  Brinker,  at  once  com¬ 
menced  developing  coal  mines  at  Fair- 
mount,  one  mile  above  town  and  the  un¬ 
expected  success  of  which  "  added  imme¬ 
diate  value  to  all  farm  lands  raising  the 
price  from  a  few  dollars  to  from  one  to 
two  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  Not  only 
was  the  land  around  about  more  valuable, 
but  like  al1  other  industries,  the  entire 
county  was  at  once  benefitted.  The 
number  of  miners  and  laborers  employed 
required  homes,  and  food.  These  mines 
which  are  in  operation  to-day,  have  added 
greatly  to  the  prosperit}^  of  the  town  from 
that  time  to  the  present. 

The  above  mentioned  mines  were  sold 
to  a  New  York  Company  in  1881  for  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars.  The  sale  of  the  Fairmount  sys¬ 
tem  of  mines  caused  Messrs  Jones  & 
Brinker  to  open  the  Tong  Run  mines,  a 
mile  west  of  town  and  after  the  opening 
of  the  Tong  Run  Mines, the  New  York  Co. 
above  mentioned  purchased  them  also. 
After  this  sale  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Brink-  j 
er  that  had  added  so  much  to  the  stabil¬ 
ity  and  success  of  New  Bethlehem,  moved  1 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  and  the  loss  of  these  en¬ 
terprising  men  of  wealth  and  business 
ever  has  beeh  mourned  by  the  people  of 
the  town,  even  to  the  present  day. 

Within  a  few  miles  of  the  town  the  dis-  ' 
covery  of  one  of  natures  curiosities  in  coal 
formation  was  found  in  the  hill  on  the  .. 


Armstrong  county  side  of  the  creek.  It  | 

consisted  of  a  vein  of  cannel  coal  eleven 
feet  thick  .underlaid  with  a  vein  of  bitum- 
inous  coal  three  feet  in  depth  and  sixteen 
feet  above  the  cannel  coal,  another  vein 
of  bituminous  coal  of  four  and  one  half 
feet  and  twenty  feet  above  the  last  vein, 
still  another  five  and  one-lialf  feet  thick. 

A  Boston  Company  deve  oped  this  won-  H  , 
derful  coal  deposit,  under  the  manage- 
ment  of  a  Mr.  Mayo, under  the  name  of  the  !| 
Bostonia  Mines.  The  mines  after  run¬ 
ning  were  closed,  however,  and  the 
bridge  over  the  Redbank  creek  which 
they  used  was  condemned. 

The  first  attempt  at  developing  the  ter-  I 
ritory  for  oil  was  made  1861,  bjr  Messrs  j 
Phillip  Corbett,  J.  D.  O’Douell,  James: 
McBride,  Adam  Shaukle  and  Jacob  Shaf- 1 
fer.  The  drill  had  gone  less  than  two  , 
hundred  feet  when  the  call  to  arms  for , 
the  protection  of  the  Unioil  was  vibrating 
through  the  valley  and  the  dri  1  was 
stopped  while  the  musket  was  shouldered.  | 
Nothing  further  was  done  in  the  way  of 
testing  the  land,  until  1SS6,  when  a  we  1 
was  commenced  on  the  farm  of  Valentine 
Miller,  west  of  town  about  two  miles 
by  a  company  of  citizens.  A  vein  of  gas  of 
twyo  hundred  pounds  presure  was  struck 
at  a  depth  of  1350  feet.  The  company  ^ 
at  once  piped  the  gas  to  town  and  sup¬ 
plied  every  family  in  the  place  with  heat 
and  light.  The  company  put  another 
well  down  on  the  Win.  Truitt  farm  in  J 
1886,  but  found  a  dry  hole  at  a  depth  of  I 
1400  feet. 

In  1872,  the  coming  of  the  railroad, 
the  large  planing  mills,  lumber  works 
and  the  various  business  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  demanded  better  and  more  modern 
facilities  for  conducting  the  financial 
business  of  the  people,  in  view  of  the  j 
urgent  need  of  an  institution  of  this  kind, 
The  New  Bethlehem  Savings  Bank  was  , 
organized  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  C.  E.  I 
Andrews  was  the  first  President  and  J.  R 
Foster  its  Cashier.  We  find  the  first 
board  of  directors  to  have  been  A.  FT  ! 
AUebacli,  H.  M.  Wick,  John  Cooper, 
Martin  Williams  and  M.  Arnold,  the  lat¬ 
ter  now  of  Clarion.  Its  vault  -was  of 
splendid  size  and  built  in  solid  masonry. 

The  growing  town  required  a  water 
works  and  in  1882  the  citizens  organized 
a  water  company  and  started  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  a  paid  up  capital  of  fio.ooo. 
Thev  commenced  operation  by  purchas- 


ing  from  Mr.  Joseph  Himes,  two  acres. 
They  next  proceeded  to  make  twodarge 
basins  which  were  enclosed  in  a  frame 
and  lined  with  plank, being  six  feet  deep. 
The  water  comes  direct  from  Redbank 
creek  and  is  pumped  into  the  reservoir 
by  strong  engines.  The  water  pressure 
is  sufficient  to  throw  a  three  inch  stream 
over  the  highest  building  in  the  town. 
Water  plugs  are  placed  at  convenient 
intervals  through  the  streets  and  are  an 
excellent  protection  from  fire. 

New  Bethlehem’s  first  cemetery  was 
situated  on  the  corner  ofWood  and  Penn  j 
streets  and  was  one-half  acre  In  size.  In  j 
the  older  times  the  graveyard  at  West ' 
Millville  had  been  used  as  a  burial  ground 
for  the  dead  of  the  town.  The  half-acre 


of  a " 


,C»t  soon  became  filled  and  another  three 

acre  lot  in  the  northwest  part  c>r  the  town' 

was  purchased  by  the  borough  council 
from  Mr.  Jos.  Himes.  A  number  of  the 
dead  were  removed  from  the  little  cem 
etery  to  the  larger-one  and  while  making 
a  transfer,  pa'rt.of  the  petrified  body 
man  was  discovered.  The  weight  being 
so  great  that  it  required  five  men  to  lift 
it. 

Among  the  early  physicians  were  Dr. 
James  Irwin,  Dr.  Shrader,  Dr.  Tiumble, 
Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  A.  S.  McDill.  Then  the 
late  Dr.  Creswell.  In  1S6S,  Dr.  PI.  M. 
Wick  located  in  New  Bethlehem.  Dr. 
Wick  was  not  only  a  splendid  physician 
hnt  a  grand  citiken  as  well,  interesting 
himself  in  the  \felfare  of  the  place  and 
contributing  lafgely  to  the  future  [prosper¬ 
ity  of  his  adopted  town.  In  1870  his  son, 
J.  Addison  Wick,  who  had  just  graduated 
with  high  honors  in  his  proression  engag¬ 
ed  with  his  father  as  partner  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  curing  the  ills  of  the  pc-op'e.  Dr 
H.  M.  Wick  died  in  1S76.  Dr.  J  Addi¬ 
son  Wick  finding  he  could  not  manage 
his  large  practice  alone,  associated  with 
himself  Dr.  George  Woods.  Dr.  B  F. 
Goheen  moved  to  the  to  ■.  n  in  1872.  Pie 
was  also  one  of  the  progressive  men  of 
his  day  In  1874  he  erected  the  largest 
building  on  Main  street,  and  having  .tak¬ 
en  his  brother,  Hugh,  in  the  business  with 
him,  opened  a  large  drag  store.  The  Dr. 
later  moved  to  Parker. 

An  tncident  was  related  to  us  by  one  of 
the  citizens  last  week  in  reference  to 
the  postoffice.  Some  years  ago  when 
there  was  a  r.  Wi  liams  an  applicant 
foptlie  position  of  postmaster,  he  went 


jto  Washington  ^ndi  saw  the  third assistant ' 
postmaster  about  his  appointment.  He  j 
was  asked  if  there  was  any  charge  that  | 
I'  could  be  brought  against  the  incumbent,  I 
j  Mr.  Williams  assured  him  there  was  none,  ! 

1  that  the  postmaster,  Mr.  C.  E  Andrews,  ' 
|  had  held  the  place  for  thirty  years  to  the 
I  satisfaction  of  everybody.  The  postmas- 
|  ter  General  answered, that  that  was  a  suf- 
I  ficient  crime  to  put  any  postmaster  out  of 
office  and  that  r.  Andrews  would  have  . 
to  go — he  went. 

The  town  furnished  several  state  and 
county  offices  among  which  is  Hon.  Mar¬ 
tin  Williams' and  Hon.  J.  A  F.  Hoy,  the 
present  legislator  from  Clarion  county, 
and  J.  D.  O’Donell,  at  one  time  county 
coroner. 

od  to-day. 

Nature  seems  to  have  given  certain  lo- 
caaons  special  advantages  Advantages 
which,  if  improved,  would  lead  to  the 
growth  of  large  and  flourishing  cities 

New  Bethlehem  undoubtedly  is  one  of 

the  favored  spots.  Situated  as  it  is  along 
the  ban k  of  the  beautiful  winding  Red- 
bank  creek,  whose  peculiar  y  deep  crreen 
waters,  attracts  the  eye  of  the  artist  and 
is  admired  by  all  lovers  of  the  beautiful 
It  also  stands  as  one  of  the  guards  against 
the  encrouchnieijit  of  Armstrong  county 
whose  high  hills  frown  down  on  the  place 

disgusted  with  tie  fact  that  the  town  is 

out  of  its  limits.  The  town  situated  asll 
it  is,  on  nearly  level  ground  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  water,  natural  gas  sufficient  to 
run  the  power  of  numerous  Industrie 

ion  ore,  ffinTclayPTrin estrone  ~hiiu  UUcx- 

I -'an stable  beds  of  the  finest  bituminous 
,  a  ’  .e-vCehent  fecilites  for  transporting 
i  Wished  products  to  market  either  by 
(rail  or  water,  what  more  could  nature 
supply,  or  man  want?  All  that  is  neces-  > 
sarv  is  a  litfe  business  push  and  enter- 1 
pDse  to  let  the  manufacturing  world  j 
know  ol  the  advantages  the  town  has  to  ! 
otter  to  soon  make  it  a  city  of  busy  life  | 
with  its  hum  of  runhing  wheels,  and  ac- 1 
tive  industries. 

.  In  writing  the  history  of  the  present, 
time  which  in  a  few  years  will  be  news  to 
those  who  will  follow  us,  we  think  that  ' 

special  mention  shou  d  be  made  of  the  | 

leaders  in  business  at  the  time  the  his¬ 
tory  is  written.  Were  you  to  take  from  a 
place  the  principal  business  enterprises,  - 
wliat  kind  of  a  town  would  you  have? 
Therefore  we  consider,  such  as  shall  be 
more  prominently  mentioned  as  the  fu- 


ture  history  wakers  of  the  place. 

That  New  Bethlehem  is  a  pretty, 
healthful  p'ace,  those  who  know  it  need 
not  be  told  With  wide  streets,  elegant 
and  handsome  private  dwellings,  sub¬ 
stantial  business  blocks  and  its  enterpris¬ 
ing  liospitab  e  people,  its  excellent  school 
make  it  an  ideal  place  to  dwell  in  and 
|  educate  the  younger  members  of  the 
family. 

Believing  that  one  of  the  principal  in¬ 
ducements  that  a  town  can  offer  to  strang¬ 
ers  to  locate  and  that  speaks  in  stronger 
language  of  the  character  of  ;  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  are  its  public  schools.  We  not  only 
I  commence  the  place  at  the  present  time 
by  introducing  their  gi  and  public  school, 
but  produce  for  the  gratification  of  our 
readers  a  likeness  of  the  magnificent 
building. 

Finding  that  the  growing  wants  of  the 
’  town  required  better  facilities  and  more 
modern  conveniences,  for  the  education 
of  the  children,  the  city  fathers  erected 
this  building.  A  few  years  ago  at  the 
dedication,  the  Superintendent  of  Educa¬ 
tion  of  the  State  who  was  present,  stated 
that  there  was  only  one  other  public 
school  building  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  equal  to  it  in  beauty  and  finish. 
q  There  is  one  thing  about  this  building 
that  can  be  said  of,  we  believe,  only  one 
.  other  in  the  state,  that  is  that  it  is  fin- 
■  !  ished  complete  from  basement  to  attic. 

The  building  contains  eight  large,  well 
l  lighted  and  ventilated  rooms,  seven  of 
which  are  now  in  use.  Prof.  W.  M. 
j  Brown  is  the  efficient  principal  and"  is 
assisted  by  the  folio  a  ing  corp  of  teachers: 
Room  No.  i,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Sayers;  No. 
2,  Miss  Belle  Henry;  No.  3,  Miss,  Sadie 
'■  acub,  No.  4.  Miss  West  Mateer,  No. 
5,  Miss  Fora  Woods,  No.  6,  Mr.  A. 
Fleming, while  the  Principal.  Prof.  W.  M. 
Brown  has  charge  of  number  seven.  The 
school  grants  diplomas  to  its  graduates 
and  its  thoroughness  of  teaching  is  in 
keeping  with  the  age.  The  following  is 
J  the  board  of  school  directors;  President] 

J  S  Taylor  Shaffer,  A.  M.  Allebaugh  Secy  J 
|  Dr.  J.  A.  Wick,  < S.  Smith  F.  F.  An¬ 
drews,  Jno.  B.  Thompson,  Treasurer. 

|  To  give  some  information  ot  the  town, 
so  that  the  residents  of  the  county  and 
all  readers  of  the  history  may  know  the 
place,  as  though  they  had  visited  it,  we  * 
will  start  at  the  lower  end  of  Broad  or  I 
Main  street  and  come  np  town  on  the  l 


right  hand  side. 

J ust  across  the  creek  which  is  the  di-/ 
viding  line  between  Clarion  and  Arm¬ 
strong  counties,  and  situated  on  the 
edge  of  Armstrong  county  but  whose 
business  office  is  in  Clarion  county,  we] 
have  the _ -■  ’  ’  WJ 

HEW  BETHLEH& 

continued  from  fast  weFk. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK. 

In  1871  and  72  the  necessity  became 
apparent  that  the  increasing  business  of 
New  Bethlehem,  required  banking  facil¬ 
ities.  That  the  business  of  the  town  was 
retarded  and  checked  by  the  absence  of 
a  place  where  money  could  be  denosited. 
and  found  when  wanted.  With  a  view 
of  overcoming  this  financial,  difficulty  of 
the  business  men,  some  of  the  enterpris¬ 
ing  and  monied  gentlemen  of  the  town  1 
met  and  formed  what  was  known  as  the  1 
New  Bethlehem  savings*Bank,  the  organ-  j 
ization  being  accomplished  on  the  3rd  day 
of  April  1872  and  started  in  business  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the 
following  board  of  directors  was  elected. 
C.  E.  Andrews,  M.  Arnold,  H.  M.  Wick, 
John  Cooper,  Martin  Williams  and  A  H. 
Allebach,  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors,  C.  E.  Andrews, 
was  e'ected  President,  and  J.  R.  Foster, 
Cashier. 

On  May  13th  1872  the  doors  of  the  bank ! 
were  thrown  open  to  the  public  and  on  I 
entering  the  bank  the  citizens  were  pleas- 1 
antly  surprised  to  see  a  building  fitted  up! 
with  all  the  modern  conveniences  of  the| 
day  in  banking  business.  The  massive ; 
safe  enclosed  in  its  heavy  wall  of  solid 
masonry,  with  the  burglar  proof  locks 
of  the  latest  pattern,  handsome  count¬ 
ers  of  polished  wood  and  neat  and  sub-  i 
stantial  guard  rails,  the  pretty  and  com¬ 
fortable  directors  and  President’s  rooms 
everything  arranged  in  a  neat  and  sub¬ 
stantial  manner.  With  polite  and  ac¬ 
comodating  officials,  the  success  of  the 
institution  was  assured  from  the  very 
commencement.  The  bank  continued 
to  conduct  its  business,  successfully  as  the 
New  Bethlehem  Saving’s  Bank,  until  No- , 
vetnber  5th  1894,  when  having  received  : 
permission  of  the  controller  of  the  treas-  j 
ury  of  the  United  States,  it  closed  its  | 
career  as  the  Savings  Bank,  and  opened 
as  the  First  National  Bank  of  New  Beth-  { 


lehem,  No.  4978.  The  new  organization 
asking  for  a  charter  as  a  national  Bank, 
was  effected  August  30th  1894  with  a 
paid  up  capital  of  $50,000. 

At  the  first  e'ection  held  by  the  stock - 
iiolders  of  the  new  National  Bank,  the 
following  directory  was  e’ected,  C.  E.  i 
Andrews,  M.  Arnold.  George  T.  Henry, 

J.  A.  Wick,  F.  I,.  Andrews,  W.  W.  Cor¬ 
bett  and  J.  R,  Foster.  At  the  next  regu¬ 
lar  election  held  in  January  1895,  the 
faoard  of  directors  was  increased  to  eight 
land  M.  J.  Mateer  was  added  to  those 
above  mentioned.  C.  F.  Andrews,  -was 
elected  President.  M.  Arnold  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident,  J,  R.  Foster,  Cashier,  and  R.  F- 
Mateer,  assistant  Cashier.  C.  F.  A11- 
L  drews  and  M.  Arno’d  have  been  directors  I 
of  the  bank  contiuously  from  its  start  to  | 
Lithe  present  day.  Also  that  Mr.  Andrews { 
1  wa  s  President  and  Mr.  Foster  cash¬ 
ier  respectively,  from  the  first  election 
until  this  writing.  Of  the  original  direct¬ 
ors,  Dr.  H.  M.  Wick  and  A.  H.  Alleback 
are  dead.  The  business  of  the  bank  has 
I  been  a  paying  one  and  their  semi- 
■  annual  dividends  have  been  declared  with- 
!  out  interruption.  During  the  stringency 
•  of  the  money  market  of  the  past  few  years 
the  bank  has  continued  the  even  tenor  of 
its  way,  safe,  sound  and  solid.  Its  care¬ 
ful,  accommodating  and  conservative 
management  ever  on  the  alert  for  the 
protection  of  its  interests  and  patrons. 

Its  statement  for  last  month  ( March ) 
shows  assets  and  liabilities  to  be  $236,091, 

99.  and  at  present  its  surplus  and  undivi- 1 
ded  profit  is  $7,500. 

The  bank  has  the  confidence  of  the 
business  men  and  citizens  of  the  commun¬ 
ity  and  its  strength  and  standing  has 
never  been  questioned.  It  has  been  a 
great  help  to  the  place  and  has  a  right  to  I 
be  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  p'ace  ’that 
has,  gained  so  much  by  its  existance. 

D.  F.  Kribb’s  large  hardware  and  im¬ 
plement  store  comes  next,  then  J.  M. 
Fox  s  barbershop,  D.  B.  Anderson  groc— 
ery,  f -  P.  Shoemaker  8c  Co.  druggist,  B 
J.  Burgoon  jeweler  and  watch  maker,  J. 

D.  Bailey  restaurant  and  groceries,  Wm. 
Bush  general  hardware,  Adam  Hoy  un¬ 
dertaker,  W.  W.  &  E.  F.  Truitt,  general 
store,  S.  T.  Williams  druggist,  J,  C. 
Barnes,  photographer.  Then  there  is  the 
gent’s  furnishing  store  of  J.  G.  Maikrantz 
J.  B.  Anderson’s  general  Hardware  and  - 

implement  store  is  the  next  buildin°- 

£>•  | 


■“*  1:5  mso  me  omce  of  the  Adams 

Express  company  of  which  Mr.  J.  B.  An¬ 
derson  is  the  efficient  agent.  D.  A.  ! 

tb?  jeweler  and  general  repairer  of 
M^heshas  his  dwelling  and  store  next 

Mr;,W,ant’S-  S°inS  "P  the 
Messrs  Commercial  hotel  with 

frame  building  of  J  C.  Keener,  Sr.^  in^t 

but’of  eC^r  keepS  2  getleral  store  and  a 
butcher  shop.  In  this  building  Z  , 

Hutchinson  has  a  bakery  and  fesf 
and  1  v  r«  •  1  ^  ancl  restaurant 

and  J  K.Fewis  also  has  a  shoe  store 
Next  door  to  the  store  of  Mr.  Rewis  is 

the  barber  shop  of  Fred  Milchor  then 

comes  one  of  the  old  buildings  of  tte 

erf'd  v-Ls  ±, 

the  present  occupant,  David  Mohney  ex’ 
county  Commissioner  and  at  present  JUS- 
ce  of  the  peace  using  it  as  an  office  for 
his  legal  business.  At  this  time,  we  de¬ 
sire  to  thank  ’Squire  Mohney  for  the  val 
uable  „f„raation  aad  assist/nM  “'-1- 

in  obtaining  the  history  of  the  past  of 

beTpt^H1-  THe  Squire  Prove<3  to 

be  full  of  histone  memories  and  willingly 
related  them  to  the  scribe.  F  R.  Bus/ 
keeps  a  clothing  store  next  door.  Then 
comes  Mrs.  C.  H.  McGeary  mibineiy  and 
dressmaker.  The  large  furniture  ware 

I,  rooms  of  G‘  W-  Mack  are  next  in  order 
|  and  joins  the  Millinery  and  dress  mak- 
,  mg  establishment  of  Mrs.  G.  W.  Mack 
|  Around  the  corner  on  the  north  side  ’  is 
the  wagon  maker  Wm.  Silvis  and  the 
blacksmith  shop  of  Wm.  Jones. 

Cross  Broad  street  at  this  point  and 
start  back  on  the  other  side.  First  we 
have  the  music  ware  rooms  of  John  Hut¬ 
chison,  who  handles  quantities  of  pianos 
organs  and  other  instruments  for  the 
miking  of  mdody  Next  in  orde  r  is 
Chas  W.  Kah.— furniture;. 

Mr.  Kah,  is  a  young  man  of  German 

came  to  this  coun,r'- 
located  ItTJbLTa  “d 

Mr.  Kah,  „ ,ot<I  In 

F,„,shi„g  ,le  s  he  J1™”-  ?*■ 

On  January  ist  1897  fie  located  xt 
Bethlehem  Pa  t  ted  m  New 

- _ _  an(*  purchased  the 


ex- 


tensive  'f  u'r'nituFe establishment  of  E  R. 
McNutt,  situated  on  the  upper  end  of 
Main  Street.  He  expects  in  ■  the  .  near 
future  to  add  the  undertaking  business, 
in  which  line,  lie  has  had  large  exper¬ 
ience  and  practice  and  is  thoroughly  cap¬ 
able.  In  the  furniture  business,  he  carries 
a  lull  line  of  everything  necessary  to  the 
furnishing  of  a  house,  office  or  hall  from 
the  plainest  to  the  grandest  in  the  land. 
You  should. see  some  of  his  parlor  and 
bed  room  suits.  His  prices  are  extremely 
low  and  the  goods  he  carries,  the  latest 
styles  made. 

Mr.  Kah,  is  a  young  man  of  courteous 
manners  and  pleasant  address  and  has 
the  faculty  of  making  friends.  Young 
enterprising  business  men  of  Mr .  Kah  s 
capabilities  are  the  business  sinews  ot 
any  town’s  progress  and  it  is  pleasant  in 
writing  history  to  mention  such  promi 
nentlv. 

The  next  is  the  well  known  firm  of 
McEwEn  &  Smith. 

W.  C.  McEwen,  the  senior  member  of 

this  firm,  is  a  Clarion  county  boy.  He 

was  born  on  his  father,  Wm.  McEwen’s 

I  farm,  near  Sligo,  January  22nd  1856.  As 
soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  light  work  ne 

became  useful  and  assisted  in  the  farm 
work,  going  to  the  township  schools  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  until  he  arrived  at  the 
age  of  sixteen,  when  the  desire  for  more 
extensive  education  led  him  to  attend  the 
Carrier  Seminary  at  Clarion,  for  three 
terms.  June  1st,  1878,  he  married  Miss 
Lettia  A.  Kifer,  daughter  of  A.  J.  Kifer,  a 
highly  esteemed  young  lady  of  near 
Reidsburg,  Monroe  township,  this  county 
Thinking  the  advice  given  young  men, 
by  that  wise  old  man  in  New  York,  to  be 
sound,  in  1880  he  sought  the  far  west  and 
located  in  Bates  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  just  as 
nature  had  placed  it  and  by  hard  labor  and 
persistent  energy,  cleared  and  fenced  the 
land  causing  it  to  bloom  as  a  rose.  This 
was  the  place  that  proved  the  qualities  of 
the  man,  surrounded  as  he  was  by  a  vast 
prairie,  unbroken  ground,  limited  capital, 
seven  miles  from  post  office,  church  and 
school  and  few  neighbors,  showed  him  to 
be  one  of  the  kind  that  succeed.  Mak¬ 
ing  application  with  the  assistance  of  the 
few  residents  within  a  certain  distance  he 
was  successful  in  having  a  post  office  es 
tablishment  and  was  appointed  postmas¬ 
ter.  The  office  being  in  his  house  which 
only  contained  two  rooms.  To  show  his 
enterprise  and  foresight,  he  contributed 


largely  of  1 1  is  means  to  the  erection  of  a 
mill  near  his  farm.  This  was  a  fine  stroke 
of  business  as  a  town  sprang  up  around 
the  mill  and  greatly  enhanced  his  proper¬ 
ty  in  value.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he 
reaped  his  reward  from  the  hardships  of 
western  life  and  moved  back  again  to  the 
old  home,  near  Sligo  and  purchased  the 
farm  his  younger  days  had  been  passed  on 
He  successfully  managed  and  built  up  the 
farm  for  five  years,  when  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  S.  K.  Smith  of  Pin- 
ey  township. 

,  Mr.  S.  K.  Smith  the  junior  member  of 
!  the  firm,  is  also  a  native  of  this  county  as 
he  is  a  son  of  Henry  Smith,  of  Monroe 
township  who  resided  about  four  miles 
south  of  Clarion,  being  born  September 
4th,  1858  He  remained  on  the  farm  un¬ 
til  nine  years  old  when  the  oil  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  county,  made  his  father’s 
farm  valuable  and  he  sold  it  and  moved 
to  another  farm  in  Piney  township. 
During  the  early  years  of  his  life  he  as-  , 
sflied  his  father  in  the  care  of  the  farm 
but  attended  school  during  the  winter 
months,  thereby  obtaining  an  excellent 
common  school  education.  After  coming 
|  of  age  he  still  continued  on  the  farm  un¬ 
til  in  18S1,  when  he  married  Miss  Malisa 
Jones,  daughter  of  S.  T.  Jones,  of  Cuills- 
ville,  an  accomplished  and  popu’ar  young 
lady  of  that  section.  After  his  marriage 
he  took  entire  charge  ol  his  father’s  farm 
and  continued  to  successfu'ly  manage  it 
until  the  fall  of  1888  when  he  entered  in¬ 
to  the  partnership  with  Mr.  W.  C.  Me 
Ewen,  of  Sligo,  aud  they  went  to  New 
Bethlehem  and  commenced  business  un¬ 
der  the  firm  name  oT  of  McEwen  &  SmitA. 

They  deal  extensively  in  machinery'  and 
farm  implements,  making  a  specialty 
of  vehicles  of  all  kinds  among  which  they 
handle  the  celebrated  farmers  Brookville 
wagon.  They  are  also  agents  for  the 
Oliver  Chilled  plows  and  receive  and  sell 
them  by  the  car  load.  Another  branch  of 
their  business  in  which  they  are  leaders 
is  in  Fertilizer.  They  sold  over  twelve 
car  loads  during  the  past  two  years!  They 
not  only  do  a  large  retail  business  in  the 
hardware,  impelment,  harness  and  buggy 
line,  but  have  a  large  jobbing  trade. 
Their  reputation  for  low  prices  and  hon- 
eit  dealing  is  known  the  country  over  and 
commands  the  patronage  and  respect  of 
j  all.  In  the  bicycle  business,  which  in 
I  these  days  is  always  an  important  factor 


_ 

I  of  any  community  where  the  silent  steed 
|  as  gained  a  foothold  and  the  place  where 
it  has  not  would  be  hard  to  find,  we 
have  Mr.  Harry  McEwen,  son  of  W.  C. 
McEwen,  the  hardware  dealer,  of  the  firm 
of  McEwen  &  Smith.  Mr.  Harry  McEwen 

?.nlv  sells  the  best  makes  of  bicycles 
Jnt  keeps  a  general  repair  shop  ‘  ana  no  1 

niatter  how  badly  your  wheel  may  be  dis- 
abled  he  will  put  it  in  thorough  repair  in 
short  order.  Not  being  satisfied  with 
selling  bicycles,  of  which  he  sold  $5,000 
worth  in  the  past  two  years,  and  having 
a  repair  shop,  he  also  gives  his  attention 
to  short  distant  telephone  lines  which  he 
places  in  working  order  at  small  expense 
and  deals  in  all  kinds  of  electric  supplies. 

A  little  further  along  is  the  photograph 
rooms  of  J.  C.  Sayers,  Wm.  McNutts 
hardware  store,  W.  S.  Hippie  dentist, 

W  alker  &  Dodson  Millinery,  and  dress 
makers.  Then  w'e  have  J 

E.  L.  Sayers. 


Go  back  a  few  doors  to  the  photograph 
gallery  of  E-  L.  Sayers.  Enter  in  at  the 
side  door  and  you  meet  the  accomplished 
gentleman.  Mr.  Sayers,  is  a  native  of 
ithe  township  in  which  the  borough  of 
[New  Bethlehem  is  situated.  He°  was 
born  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  J.  E. 
Sayers,  near  Truittsburg,  in  1862.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  younger  life  he  attended  the 
Schools  of  the  township.  Later  he  atten¬ 
ded  a  selecf  of  Millville,  now 

Hawthorne,  which  was  under  the  princi- 
palship  of  Prof.  L-  L.  Himes,  who  has 
charge  of  Clarion  public  school  to-day. 
From  this  place  he  went  to  Oakland, 
Armstrong  County  and  attended  the 
Academy  there.  Prof.  C.  F.  McNutt, 
ex-county  Superintendent,  and  now  one 
of  the  teachers  of  Clarion’s  schools,  was 
one  of  the  instructors  at  this  Academy. 
His  father  having  died,  Mr.  Sayers  left 
home  at  the  age  of  sixteen  with  only  a 
few  cents  in  his  pocket  to  seek  his  for¬ 
tune.  His  first  experience  as  a  teacher 
was  in  Milcreek  township.  After  this 
experience  he  tanght  twelve  terms  in  the 
public  schools  of  Clarion  and  Armstrong 
counties,  attending  school  himself  in  the 
Summer  time.  Later  he  purchased  the  \ 
farm  he  was  born  on  and  owns  it  to-day.  I 
In  1883  he  married  Miss  Narrie  E.  Young 
of  Deanville,  Armstrong  Co.,  one  of  the 
popular  young  ladies  of  that  section.  In 
1890  he  commenced  the  business  of  a 
photographer  in  New  Maysville.  From 
New  Maysville  he  traveled  over  thecoun- 


i  try  with  his  oiltfit  and  successfully  con- 
1  ducted  his  business.  In  the  fall  of  1896, 
he  located  in  New  Bethlehem  where  his 
fame  as  a  photographer  is  known  for 
miles  around.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
Cabinet  pictures  but  also  takes  views  of 
buildings  and  landscapes.  He  also 
has  branch  galleries  at  Rimersburg  and 
Dayton.  Mr.  Sayers  is  truly  a  self-made 
man,  and  has  hewn  out  his  success  by 
pluck  and  energy.  He  is  pleasant  in  his 
manner,  a  good  conversationalist,  correct 
in  his  habits  and  popular  in  the  extreme. 

Milrer  &  Henry. 

The  above  firm  of  energetic,  pushing 
young  business  men  merit  a  special  place 
in  the  columns  of  New  Bethlehem’s  his- 
tory. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Miller,  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  county, 
having  been  born  within  a  few  miles  of 
Punxsutawney.  His  father  who  was  an 
extensive  contractor  and  builder  died  a 
few  months  previous  to  his  birth.  When 
a  year  old  his  mother  moved  to  New 
Maysville,  this  county,  about  five  miles 
above  New  Bethlehem  where  he  remained 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  work  for  Henry  Hock,  at  the  above 
place.  He  remained  with  Mr.  Hock 
about  four  years.  During  his  residence 
in  New  Maysville,  he  attended  the  schools 
of  the  town  and  received  an  excellent 
common  school  education.  From  Clarion 
county  he  went  to  Elk  county  and  clerked 
in  the  extensive  general  store  of  Abel 
Gresh  who  was  also  a  large  dealer  in  lum¬ 
ber.  Coming  back  to  Clarion  county  he 
was  employed  at  the  Fairmount  Company 
store  at  Fairmount,  then  in  charge  of  J. 
Frank  McNutt.  He  remained  in  this  po¬ 
sition  for  two  and  one-half  years.  His  * 
next  place  was  in  the  New  Bethlehem  store 
where  he  rendered  faithful  service  for 
three  years.  He  was  next  employed  by 
C.  E.  Andrews  &  Son  for  six  months.  At 
this  point,  having  gained  large  experience 
in  the  employment  of  others,  he  decided 
to  embark  in  business  for  himself  and 
purchased  the  grocery  store  owned  and 
conducted  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Hamm  corner  of  ' 
the  railroad  and  wood  street.  Later  he 
moved  his  stock  to  the  store  room  of  Jno. 
F.  Craig  on  Broad  street.  June  19th  he 
associated  himself  with  J.  J.  Henry. 

J.  J.  Henry,  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm,  is  a  native  of  this  county,  being  born 
at  Rockdale,  Porter  township.  He  is  a 


/a.  of  ’Squire  T.  J.  Henry.  At  the  ’"time]) 
of  Mr.  Henry’s  birth  his  father  kept  a! 
country  store.  He  attended  the  township 
school  and  was  at  one  time  under  the 
tutorage  of  D.  L.  Corbett,  now  a  promi¬ 
nent  merchant  of  Du  Bois,  Pa.  He  assis¬ 
ted  his  father  in  the  store  while  attending 
school  and  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  sev¬ 
enteen  devoted  his  time  exclusively  to 
the  business  of  the  store.  His  first  leav¬ 
ing  home  was  for  a  period  of  about  two 
years  when  he  attended  the  Carrier  Semi¬ 
nary  at  Clarion.  Finishing  this  period 
of  his  school  life,  he  located  in  New  Beth¬ 
lehem  and  entered  the  printing  office  of 
the  Vindua'or  then  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  J.  J.  Shick,  lately  of  the  Clalon 
Jacksonian  Tiring  of  the  art  preserva¬ 
tive,  he  went  to  Braddocks  and  clerked 
one  year  for  Smith  &  Worthington.  From 
the  latter  place  he  went  to  Lebanon,  Ohio 
and  graduated  in  a  business  course.  At 
this  college  he  was  partially  under  the  in¬ 
struction  of  Prof.  Heber  Holbrook,  now 
of  the  Clarion  Normal  Returning  to 
New  Bethlehem  he  entered  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  New  Bethlehem  store  where 
he  remained  for  three  years.  Having 
gained  the  necessary  experience,  and 
formed  the  desire  to  go  into  business  him¬ 
self,  he  joined  his  father  in  the  general  ' 
store  under  the  firm  name  of  T.  J.  &  j.  j 
Henry.  This  partnership  was  dissolved 
after  one  and  one  half  years  of  successful 
busmess,  but  not  until  he  had  formed  an- 

Nan^v  ai?erShlP  by  his  marriage  to  Miss 
n  Va.  Brown  the  accomplished  daugh¬ 
ter  of  C  D  Brown,  of  Porter  townshL 
.or a  Whl  e  he  continued  in  business 
alone  until  June  16th  1895  he  joined  J.  C 
Miller  and  the  firm  name  became  what  itl 
is  to-day,  Miller  &  Henry.  This  store  is 
located  prominently  on  Broad  street  next 
door  to  the  Opera  house.  They  carry  a 
full  and  complete  line  of  dry  goods,  boots 
and  shoes,  groceries,  flour  and  feed  buy¬ 
ing  as  they  do  at  short  intervals,  their 
stock  is  always  fresh  and  up  to  date 
Being  satisfied  with  small  profit,  as  a  con¬ 
sequence  their  prices  are  extremely  low 
They  are  both  young  gentlemen,  of  more 
than  ordinary  business  capacity  and 
judgment,  accomplished,  in  manner 
courteous  in  conduct,  obliging  to  the  ex¬ 
treme,  they  have  built  up  a  large  and  con¬ 
stantly  growing  trade,  of  people  who  ap¬ 
preciate  their  excellent  manner  of  doin<y 

business.  & 


Passing  the  iatter  iirtti,  we  come  to  one 
of  the  finest  buildings  of  the  pretty  town. 
THE  NEW  BETHEEHEM  BANK  BUIEDING. 

This  building  only  recently  finished 
is  not  only  an  ornament  to  the  town,  but 
a  lasting  monument  to  the  enterprise  of 
its  liberal  and  progressive  citizens. 

Where  towns  of  the  size  of  New  Bethle¬ 
hem,  can  boast  of  such  a  magnificient 
structures  and  the  history  of  the  place 
would  be  incomplete  without  a  descrip¬ 
tion. 

The  building  is  situated  on  the  corner 
of  Broad  and  Wood  streets  directly  in  the 
center  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
City.  The  Citizens  National  Bank  occu¬ 
pies  the  corner  on  the  first  floor.  On 
both  Broad  and  Wood  streets  are  large 
elegant  store  rooms.  On  the  second  floor 
is  one  of  the  most  handsome  Opera  Houses 
in  the  State  outside  of  the  large  cities' 
The  seating  capacity  is  500.  Over  one 
hundred  welsbach  burners  brilliantly 
illuminate  the  house  at  night  while  the 
plan  for  obscuring  light  in  the  day  time 
from  the  outside  is  complete.  The  dress¬ 
ing  rooms  for  the  actors  are  as  nearly 
perfect  as  possible,  including  in  each 
stationary  washstands  with  hot  and  cold 
water,  large  mirrors  and  other  conven¬ 
iences.  A  large  baggage  elevator  brings 
the  stage  effects  of  the  visiting  Companies 
up  to  the  stage  with  little  exertion  and 
much  satisfaction.  The  scenery  is  painted 
by  celebrated  artists,  and  consists  of  six  j 
magnificient  drop  cu. tains.  The  dorp  | 
proper  is  a  thing  of  beauty  and  of  which 
,  the  eye  of  the  beholder  does  not  weary. 
The  stage  is  large,  and  a  perfect  view  can 
be  obtained  of  it  from  every  seat  in  the 
house.  The  arrangement  for  exit  is  as 
nearly  perfect  as  possible,  and  the  entire 
audience  can  leave  the  building  in  a  few 
j  minutes. 

The  building  was  designed  by  W.  S. 
Frase,  of  Pittsburg,  and  its  architectural 
beauty  reflects  much  credit  on  that  gen¬ 
tleman.  The  basement  is  used  by  the 
New  Bethlehem  Vindicator  and  J.  C. 
Keener,  Jr.,  as  a  barber  shop. 

The  basement  up  to  the  sills  of  the  first 
story  is  of  Cleveland  blue  stone,  with 
Bell  courses  above  and  around  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  same  material.  The  fronts  of 
the  building  are  of  Bradford  pressed 
brick  with  heavy  pilisters,  having  cap 
and  neck  of  heavy  moulded  brick  with 
egg  and  dart;  large  plate  glass  windows 
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with  cut  stone  sills,  lente’s  and  arched 
tops  artistically  finished  with  elaborate 

carving. 

The  bank  Front  is  especially  handsome 
A  large  round  pillar  or  column  of  Cleve¬ 
land  blue  stone  with  moulded  base  and 
elaborately  carved  caps  support  the  cor¬ 
ner,  while  massive  quartered  sawed  oak 
doors,  with  fine  hand  carved  transum  and 
1  marble  partition  on  either  side  from  the 
entrance  to  the  bank.  The  vestibule  and 
lobby  floors  are  laid  with  handsome  tile. 
Take  the  building  as  a  whole,  or  in*  any 

i  separate  part,  and  fault  cannot  be  found 
while  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given" 

Across  Wood  street,  still  on  Broad,  is 
Martin’s  Hotel  and  opera  house,  Mrs. 
Wm.  Martin  being  proprietress.  Then 
,D.  B.  Corbett’s  dry  goods  and  grocery 
store.  The  post  office  which  comes  next 
is  presided  over  in  a  courteous  manner 
by  post  master  J.  S  Sloan.  Next  door 
is  the  general  store  of  N.  F.  Shrecken- 
gost.  G.  H.  Raenier  has  his  harness 
shop  in  the  adjoining  building,  and  what 
I  Mr.  Raemer  does  not  know  about  the 
business  of  making  and  repairing  harness, 
few  do.  His  large  trade  is  caused  by  his 
j  extremely  polite  manners  and  his  reason- 
I  able  chargns  for  doing  work. 

You  can  get  a  tooth  pulled  or  a  new 
set  next  door  by  Dentist  C.  A.  Flower.  , 
E.  V.  Marsh  has  a  general  store,  lower 
do.\n  the  street. 

On  Penn  street  is  situated  the  pottery 
of  G.  W.  Arblaster.  Crocks  from  his 
place  are  not  only  used  in  this  county, 
but  in  every  direction  for  miles  around. 
Moore  &  Grinder  also  have  a  wall  paper 
and  paint  store  on  this  sheet  and  Chas. 
Miller  keeps  a  grocery. 

On  Wood  street  at  the  lower  end,  John 
.Vohney  has  a  livery  stable.  Coming  up, 
Geo.  Krok  keeps  a  meat  market  and  con¬ 
fectionery.  Mr.  Meder  has  his  tailor 
shop  here,  also  John  Schreckengost,  bar- 
ber.  The  Hotel  O’Dell  is  on  the  corner 
of  Wood  street  and  the  railroad.  It  has 
-ecently  been  remodeled  and  refurnished 
a  is  one  of  the  comfortable  and  reason¬ 
able  ~es  in  the  county  to  stop  at.  Mr. 
O’Dell  ^  successfully  carried, -it  on  for 
the  past  sixteen  years  and  deserves  the 
excellent  patronage  he  has.  The  O’Dell 
livery  stable  is  next.  Across  the  street  is 
the  grocery  store  of  P.  M.  McNutt.  Cor¬ 
bett  Goheen  conduct  a  successful  in¬ 
surance  and  real  estate  office  next  door 


1  to  the  office  of  the  New  Bethlehem  Lmd- 
«-,of„h,chG.O.  Mi„er  is  » 

and  publisher. 

Come  back  down  the' street  and  you 

ave  the  handsome  livery  stable  of  J.  F 
eist.  This  elegant,  large  new  barn 
was  recently  erected  especially  for  Mr 
Wrnst  s  use,  and  it  is  one  of  the  finest 
ivery  barns  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr 
Weist  always  has  a  large  stock  of  fine 
horses  and  carriages,  buggies,  etc.,  and 
is  accomodating  and  reasonable  in  price. 
Earge  Carson  is  his  assistant,  and  what  he 
don  t  know  of  a  horse,  there  is  no  use  in 

fellow'  t0  find  °Ut  HC  iS  E  mighty  g°od 

The  New  Bethlehem  Vindicator  as  be- 
ore  me  tioned  is  situated  in  the  base- 
ment  of  the  bank  building  and  is  pub 
hshed  by  J.  C.  Rearich,  a  capital  news¬ 
paper  man,  who  publishes  a  clean,  read¬ 
able  newspaper. 

Noah  Campbell  has  a  butcher  shop  on 
railroad  street,  next  door  to  which  is  the 
Hotel  Sterner,  excellently  kept  by  Mr. 
Daniel  Sterner,  and  which  enjoys  a  liber- 
al  patronage.  Then  comes  the  elegant 
passenger  depot  of  the  A.  V.  R.  R.,  with 
H.  G.  Corbett  in  charge  as  operator  and 
agent.  James  Corbett  is  the  freight 
agent  of  the  rail  road. 

On  water  street  is  Shreckengost  & 
Jon’s  blacksmith  shop.  H.  D.  Dover- 
spike’s  livery  stable  and  C.  E-  Andrews 
lumber  company’s  planing  mills. 

The  gas  office  is  on  La  Fayette  street, 
and  is  in  charge  of  that  thorough  going 
business  man,  G.  L.  Thomas,  as  manager. 

T.  J.  Henry  has  an  office  on  this  street  as 
Justice  of  the  peace.  The  council  cham¬ 
ber,  town  hall,  hose  carriage  and  fire 
extinguisher  are  also  on  this  latter  thor¬ 
oughfare. 

The  churches  of  the  town  are  as  foL 
lows  :  Baptist,  Rev.  J.  A.  Aldred;  Metho¬ 
dist,  Rev.  F.  M.  Small;  Presbyterian, 

Rev.  J.  C.  Diebel;  Catholic,  Father  T  T 
Rody.  J  *  J  *  i 

department  of  the  town  con-  ! 
sists  of  a  hose  carriage  and  chemical  ex- 1 
tinguisher.  We  understand  Mr.  E.  V  ' 
Marsh  has  had  charge  of  the  extinguish¬ 
ers  for  years  and  has  always  had  them  in 
readiness  for  fires  and  without  any  com¬ 
pensation  at  that. 

The  borough  officers  of  to-day  are- 
Burgess,  W,  T.  Patney;  President  of 
Council,  - - -  Secretary  of  Coun- 


cil,  John  Eden;  Treasurer,  E.  V.  Marsh; 
Members,  J.  B.  Anderson;  John  Hutchin¬ 
son,  J.  J.  Henry,  Samuel  Gould,  Daniel 
Sterner,  J.  M.  Christie  and  T.  M.  McNutt, 

Water  is  supplied  the  town  by  the  New 
Bethlehem  Water  Company  of  which 
G.  D.  Thomas  is  the  Manager. 

The  officers  of  the  Fairmount  Coal  and 
Mining  Company  are  situated  in  the 
New  Bethlehem  Store  building.  Mr.  S. 
Taylor  Shaffer  is  Manager  who  has 
faithfully  and  honorably  filled  the  posi¬ 
tion  sine  the  formation  of  the  Company 
and  to  whom  New  Bethlehem  owes  very 
much  for  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  place  and  the  exclusion  of  an  unde¬ 
sirable  element  of  miners  that  he  has 
been  instrumental  in  keeping  out  and  the 
excellent  class  he  employes.  Mr.  Ed 
Ployer,  is  the  efficient  bookkeeper  of 
the  Company  and  his  eleven  years  of 
faithful  service  has  made  him  a  valued 
adjunct  to  the  Company's  success.  Miss 
Reece  has  also  served  many  faithful 

years  in  the  office  aad  is  alwavs  relied 
upon  as  trustworthy  and  pleasant.  We 

are  informed  the  Company  employes 
about  six  hundred  miners  and  laborers 
and  the  monthly  pay  ro  Is  place  in 
circulation  in  the  borough  about  twenty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

The  residences  of  the  town  are  hand¬ 
some  and  modern.  The  buildings  being 
of  the  latest  styles  of  architecture  and 
indicative  of  wealth  and  refinment.  The 
residence  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Andrews  that 
appears  in  the  article  will  give  some  idea 
of  the  homes  of  many  of  the  people. 

New  Bethlehem  can  be  proud  in  hav¬ 
ing  one  of  the  finest  Musical  organizations 
in  the  County,  known  all  over  the  State 
as  the  Boy’s  Band.  The '  band  is  com- 
posed  of  twenty  boys  ranging  from 
eight  to  sixteen  years  of  age.  They 
p’ay  the  finest  class  of  band  music  and 
are  always  in  demand  when  the  citizens 
visit  any  place  in  a  body.  Prof.  Geo. 
Seifeit,  their  teacher,  deserves  unbounded 
praise  for  his  careful  instruction  and  the 
proficiency  and  fame  the  boys  have 
gained. 

We  have  been  told,  confidentially,  that 
there  ar^  fifty -three  widows,  two  widowers 
three  old  bachelors  and  four  old  maids  in 
the  town.  This  may  be  correct  or  not,  we 
cannot  tell,  but  one  thing  we  do  know 
there  is  k  great  deal  of  beauty  in  the 
place  th  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  fade 


This  concludes  New  Bethlehem.  Wei 

have  given  you  the  p’ace  as  we  found  it  ! 
but  before  laying  aside  the  pencil,  we 
wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  that! 
have  been  extended  to  us  in  our  efforts  to  ! 

reveal  the  past  and  present  the  present.: 
Especially  are  we  indebted  to  Squire 
Mohney,  Dr.  Wick,  Mr.  Roemer  and  Mr. 
Dewis  who  will  please  accept  our  sincere 
j  thanks.  The  next  place  will  be  Fair- 
|  mount  City. 

F-irmount  City. 

In  1808,  when  Rewis  Doverspike, 
at  the  time  the  name  seems  to  have  ! 
been  Daubenspike,  purchased  four 
hundred  acres  of  virgin  forest  there 
were  Indians  living  near  by,  one 
of  their  villages  being  onlv  a  short 
distance  away.  The  stream,  Red- 
bank  Creek,  originally  called  by 
the  Indians,  "Ryconihoning’’  later 
Sand}7  Rick,  then  Redbank,  which 
final  name  was  selected  on  account 
of  the  red  color  of  its  banks,  was 
full  of  fine,  large,  gamey  fish.  The 
woods  were  alive  with  deer,  bear, 
and  other  game,  which  formed  the  I 
principal  diet  of  the  first  inhabitants 
of  Fairmount  City. 

In  1812  Rewis  Doverspike  built 
the  first  house  in  the  place.  It  was  i 
of  logs,  two  stories  high  and  in  its 
day  was  considered  the  finest  build¬ 
ing  and  residence  for  many  miles- 
around.  The  old  house  stands  to¬ 
day,  Scarred  by  the  summer’s  heat 
and  wintry  blasts  for  eighty-five 
years,  .yet  many  of  the  logs  are 
solid  yet.  The  windows  and  doors 
are  gone,  the  chimney  has  toppled 
0Ye5>  Tet  the  building  stands  a.  relic 
01  the  olden  times  and  no  doubt  had 
it  the  power  of  speech  it  could  tell 
of  joy  and  sorrow,  of  trials  and 
privations,  life  and  death. 

Mr.  Solomon  Silvis  related  the 
following  incident  :  His  father 
Hamel  Silvis  one  of  the  old  resident 
oi  the  vicinity  was  a  great  hunter 
and  on  one  occasion  he  accompanied 
tns  fatner  on  a  hunt  which  led  to 
ward  where  Fairmount  now  stands. 

On  the  hill  overlooking  the  present 
town  and  near  where  the  first  house 
was  built  his  father  shot  a  deer  ; 
breaking  its  leg.  The  deer,  rolled) 
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and  tumbled  down  the  hill  near  the 
creek,  which  was  frozen  over  in 
places.  In  some  way  the  deer  man¬ 
aged  to  either  ford  or  swim  the  creek 
On  coming  down  the  hill  Sol.  discov¬ 
ered  the  deer  lying  on  the  opposite 
bank.  His  father  then  shot  and 
killed  it. 

The  next  question  was  to  get  the 
deer  over.  By  securing  some  boards  f 
I  he  managed  by  placing  one  ahead  ' 
of  another  to  cross  to  the  other  side  j 
land*  bring  the  deer  over.  Pulling1 
it  up  the  bank  they  skinned  the  deer 
and  cut  off  one  of  the  hind  quarters  ! 
lo  take  home,  and  signaled  to  the  I 
Doverspike  family  that  they  could 
have  the  balance  of  the  carcass. 
They  could  not  go  to  the  house  as 
lever y  one  of  the  Doverspike  family 
iwith  exception  of  Mrs.  Doverspike 
-had  the  small  pox. 

.  Jt  is  also  related  that  at  this  time 
an  the  history  of  the  place  hunting 
was  one  of  principal  occupations 
and  the  game  secured,  the  principal  I 
food  of  the  settlers.  Guns  were 

■  Amon?  the  four  boys  of 
the  Silvis  family,  there  was  only  one 
gun,  and  the  neighbors  were  about 
equally  supplied.  There  were  only 
a  few  dogs  in  the  neighborhood  and  ! 
these  useful  adjuncts  to  civilization 
often  met  death  by  coming  into  too 
close  contact  with  the  bears  of  the 
forest.  Of  fishing  we  .are  told  that 
with  .a  gig  :m  a  distance  of  less  than 
five  hundred  feet,  more  than  a 
hundred  fine  large  pike  and  salmon 
could  be  secured,  but,  .alas,  now 
you  might  traverse  the  stream  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source  and  hardly  < 
obtain  enough  for  dinner,  after  you 
came  home. 

The  second  house  was  built  by  I 
Mn  Dewis  Doverspike  where  the f 
railroad  station  now  stands,  and  it ' 
was  occupied  by  Henry  Swonger  f 
who  had  married  the  daughter  of  I 
If.wis  Doverspike.  David  Silvis1 
bufft  a  house  on  the  hill  overlooking 

the  flat  Daniel  Silvis  built  in  the 
upper  end  of  the  place  in  1848. 
These  were  all  log  houses  and  some 
ot  them  are  standing  to-day. 

Tbe  most  profitable  employment ' 
of  the  men  of  that  section  at  that 
time_was  running  lumber  on  Red- , 


bank  Creek  and  down  the  Alleghenv  1 
river  to  Pittsburg.  It  is  said  that 
more  could  be  made  by  eight  or 
ten  trips  on  the  river  than  cmild  be 
made  the  rest  of  the  year  on  the 
farm.  That  farm  hands  were  paid 
111  harvest,  50  cents  a  day  and  the 
day  was  generally  from  the  first ! 
glimpse  of  the  sun  until,  probably 
mne  0  clock  night.  Our  modem 

]  tr;amP  wouPl  hardly  seek  sS  ^n.- 
ployment.  Thomas  McKelvey’s  store 
at  New  Bethlehem  was  the  nearest 

curedWhere  ^  groceries  Were  Pr°- 

The  first  store  opened  in  Fair- 
mount  as  the  place  was  then  called, 
the  City  part  being  added  later,  by 
Jones  &  Brinker  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  men  employed  in  their 
coal  mines.  The  building  with 
numerous  additions,  is  used  to-day 
for  the  same  purpose,  but  rather 
“°re  extensively,  a  fuller  account 
ot  this  business  will  be  given  later 
After  the  association  of  Jones  & 
j  1  inker  was  formed,  they  purchased 
a  piece  of  land  from  Jacob 
Kaymer  on  which  was  a  log  hut 
and  barn,  this  was  in  1857.  In  18- 
58  they  built  a  distillery  and  com¬ 
menced  the  manufacturing  of  whis¬ 
key  which  soon  became  famed,  in 
fact  it  is  said  that  the  whiskey 
bearing  Jones  &  Brinker’s  name 
was  known  and  liked  the  world  ov- 
For  thirteen  years  the  distill¬ 


er. 


ery  was  kept  running  at  its  full  ca¬ 
pacity.  In  1871  the  firm  took  a 
contract  to  build  part  of  the  low 
grade  division  of  the  Allegheny 
Valley  rail  road,  which  they  finished 
creditably  to  themselves.  At  this 
point  comes  the  formation  of  the 
town  proper.  Jones  &  Brinker 
having  purchased  twelve  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  coal  land  and 
formed  the  Fairmount  Coal  and 
Mining  Company.  They  laid  out 
the  city  of  Fair  mount  and  erected 
several  hundred  houses  for  their 
miners  and  other  employees.  They  ! 
commenced  mining  in  November  ' 
1873  and  the  first  days  output  was 
twenty-two  tons.  The  coal  proved 
of  such  an  excellent  quality  that  in 
1881,  they  were  mining  nine  hun- 
1  dred  tons  daily.  The  machinery 
[was  removed  from  the  distillery  and 


used  in  manufacturing  facing  sand, 
j  Twenty  tons  of  this  product  was  the 
daily  output.  The  old  bonded 
ware  house  was  turned  into  a  store 
andj.  F.  McNutt  placed  in  charge. 
For  nine  years  Mr.  McNutt  success- 
I  fully  managed  the  business  to  the 
j  satisfaction  of  his  employers  and  the 
|  employees  of  the  Company, 
j  Mr.  Strattan,  of  Strattanville, 

!  started  a  drug  store  in  the  place 
j  and  used  the  building  where  Her¬ 
bert  Doverspike’s  store  is  at  this 
!  time.  George  McDonald  and  Pet¬ 
er  Krump,  followed  in  the  grocery 
business. 

It  is  said  of  Jones  &  Brinker,  by 
some  of  the  residents  to-day,  that 
the  citizens  of  the  town  still  regret 
their  leaving,  as  they  were  large 
hearted,  honest  gentlemen  who  not 
only  gave  employment  -to  a  large 
number  of  hands,  but  assisted  them 
to  live  and  become  owners  of  their 
homes.  They  sold  them  the  house 
I  and  lot  at  about  cost,  for  very  small 
payments  and  we  were  informed  by 
a  gentleman  who  knows,  that  there 
are  some  men  occupying  houses  to-  . 
day  that  have  not  paid  for  them  in 
full,  yet  they  remain  undisturbed  in 
peaceable  position.  We  read  the 
deed  from  John  Dovespike  to  Jones 
&  Brinker  for  the  land  on  which 
Fairmount  stands.  It  is  dated  Dec. 
13  1874,  and  calls  for  sixty-six 
acres  the  consideration  being  $4,500 

FAIRMOUNT  OF  TO— DAY. 

The  town  being  situated  one  mile 
above  New  Bethlehem  and  three 
miles  above  Hawthorne,  contains 
seven  hundred  inhabitants,  the 
!  largest  number  being  thrifty  Ger-  r 
mans  and  Swedes.  Most  of  the 
men  of  the  town  own  their  own 
property,  and  consequently  are  in¬ 
terested  in  the  welfare  of  the  place. 
They  are  mostly  coal  miners,  but 
there  is  not  a  more  orderly,  quiet  or 
peaceable  town,  of  its  size  in  the 
state. 

The  business  of  the  town  is  con- 
i  ducted  by  the  following  firms. 

FAIRMOUNT  STORF. 

This  store  was  purchased  from 
Jones  &  Brinker,  April  1,  1882,  and 
was  under  the  management  of  J. 


Frank  McNutt  until  May  i',y  1887 
when  J.  A.  Beam  the  present 
manager  was  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion. 

J.  A.  Beam  was  born  at  Shakopee 
Minn.,  he  commenced  work  as 
clerk  jin  the  office  of  the  Fairmount 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Fairmount 
City,  Pa.,  January  1,  1882,  one 

year  later  he  was  promoted  to  book¬ 
keeper  which  position  he  filled  un- 1 
til  May  1st,  1887,  when  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  agent  of  the  Fairmount 
store,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
In  addition  to  purchasing  the  goods  \ 
for  this  large  store  he  gives  person¬ 
al  attention  to  all  the  details  of  the 
business.  During  the  Harrison  ad¬ 
ministration  he  was  appointed  post¬ 
master  at  Fairmount  City,  and  held 
the  office  over  four  years,  and  re- 
signed  when  the  administration 
changed,  was  also  Ticket  Agent  at 
Fairmount  City,  which  position  he 
resigned  about  2  years  ago.  At  I 
present  he  is  a  director  in  the  Citi¬ 
zens  National  Bank  of  New  Bethle¬ 
hem,  Treasurer  of  the  Hawthorn  ! 
Milling  Co. ,  Treasurer  of  the  Fair-  ! 
mount  and  Oak  Ridge  Gas  Co. ,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  School  Board  of 
Redbank  township,  and  Justice  of  I 
the  Peace,  While  being  a  staunch  I 
Republican  and  taking  a  keen  in-  I 
terest  in  politics  he  has  the  confi- 
dence  of  the  democrats  and  has 
j  twice  been  elected  to  office  in  Red- 
|  bank  township. 

The  business  of  this  store 
has  gradually  increased,  and  to-day 
is  100  per  cent,  greater  than  any 
other  store  in  Clarion  county  and 
its  annual  volume  of  sales  is  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand.  While 
this  store  supplies  the  employees  of 
the  Fairmount  Coal  &  Coke  Co. , 
it  has  never  adopted  the  “pluck-me’  ’ 
system,  so  general  in  coal  mining 
districts.  Merchandise  is  sold  at 
this  store  at  prices  that  defy  all 
competitors  and  is  not  confined  to 
the  employees  of  the  Coal  Company,  j 
more  than  one  third,  of  their  sales  is  I 
made  to  parties  who  have  no  con-  I 
nection  with  the  Fairmount  Coal  &  i 
Coke  Co.  whatever,  the  cash  sales  i 
at  this  store  is  greater  than  at  any 
store  in  the  community  and  farmers  j 


I  drive  a  distance  of  ten  miles  to'  the 
1  Fairmount  Store  with  their  product. 
They  carry  a  stock  of  about  thirty 


thousand  dollars,  the  most  complete 
’me  of  general  merchandise  in 
Clarion  or  adjoining  counties.  All 
goods  are  purchased  direct  from  the 
manufacturers  for  spot  cash  and  the 
enormous  amount  of  goods  handled, 
gives  their  patrons  always  the  latest 
styles  and  fresh  stock.  Courteous 
treatment  by  the  employes  of  this 
store  has  been  a  leading  factor  in 
building  up  this  monster  business, 
Mr.  Geo.  J.  Face  the  chief  clerk,  is 
a  gentleman  who  commands  the 
respect  of  every  person  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact  with,  and  has 
held  his  present  position  for  almost 
nine  vears 


C.  M.  Shick  who  has  charge  of 


the  dry  goods  Department  commen¬ 
ced  work  in  this  store  in  1891  as  a 
hustler  behind  the  counter  Mr. 
Shick  has  few  equals  in  western 
Pennsylvania. 

James  A.  Face,  son  of  Ed  Face 
has  charge  of  the  Warehouse  and 
Mine  supply  department.  Henry 
Kesphler,  an  experience  butcher 
j  has  charge  of  the  meat  market. 

|  And  G.  C.  Spangler  handles  the 
ribbons  oil  the  delivery  wagon. 

As  you  step  back  to  the  rear  and 
into  the  office  you  meet  Foster  M 
Mohney,  one  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  the  County,  the  trusted 
bookkeeper  of  this  store,  an  expect 
accountant  who  has  filled  his  pres 
ent  position  about  six  years,  more 
than  satisfying  to  his  employers  and 
pleasing  to  the  patrons  of  this  store 
ihe  manager  refers  with  pride  to 
his  corps  of  assistants,  they  are 
not  looked  upon  as  employes  but 
as  co-workers  for  the  success  of  the 
business  and  their  own  reputation 
You  never  see  excitement  or  con¬ 
fusion  m  handling  this  immense 
business  it  is  so  well  regulated  that 
it  moves  along  like  clockwork. 

R.  C.  Doverspike  furniture,  Al-  * 
bert  Doverspike,  general  merchan¬ 
dise,  Peter  Krump,  groceries.  There 
are  two  hotels,  one  kept  bv  Mrs 
Preister  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town  and  the  other  the  Fairmount 
PTo„c0,  pressed  over  by  Wm.  Ger- 1 


reeihi.  The  latter  house  is  a  neat 
building  and  is  comfortably  arrain-  i 
Mr-  Gerheim  is  accomodating  I 
and  does  all  in  his  power  to  make  1 
his  guests  comfortable. 

J.  Frank  McNutt  is  the  efficient  I 

and  accommodating  postmaster,  also 

the  ticket  agent  of  the  A.  V.  R.  R  ^ 
at  that  place.  The  town  has  tele¬ 
phone  connection,  the  office  being 
m  the  Fairmount  Store.  Dr  A  T 
Hepler  is  the  popular  and  capable 
physician  of  the  town.  There  is 
the  Evangelical  Methodist  church 
presided  over  by  Rev.  Hershberger 
The  German  Reformed  church,  is 
above  the  town  about  a  mile,  Rev 
Goss  being  the  pastor.  There  are 
two  scboofliouses  ot  two  rooms  eS 
which  last  term  were  under  the 
ch  arge  of  Prindpaj  g  Space>  ag_ 

sated  by  Miss  Melvin,  of  Clarion, and 
Miss  Prayor  of  Fairmount  The 
School  board  consists  of  Frank  Fu- 
cus,  President;  C.  M.  Shick,  Secre¬ 
tary;  J.  A.  Beam,  Treasurer,  I.  M 

C  nerFWni-  Shick and  J°hn  Swartz 
Un  the  establishment  of  the  post 

l879,  was  discovered 
that  there  was  another  in  the  State 
already  named  Fairmount,  and  the 
word  City  was  added  to  make  the 
destmction.  W.  R.  Jones  was  the 
hrst  postmaster  with  J.  Frank  Mc- 
utt  as  assistant.  He  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  John  B.  Thompson,  J.  Frank 
McNutt,  S.  Taylor  Shaffer,  J.  A. 
Beam  and  J.  Frank  McNutt.  The 
latter  serving  in  the  postoffice  at 
that  place  for  nineteen  years. 

An  abundance  of  natural  gas  is 
furnished  by  the  Fairmount  and 
I  Oak  Ridge  Gas  Company,  to  the 
people  at  reasonable  rate.  The 
Company  also  supply  Oak  Ridge 
f,  Hawthorne,  and  will  continue 
the  line  to  New  Maysville  this  spring 
he  officers  of  the  Company  are  : 
President  S.  Taylor  Shaffer,  W.  T.  I 
Face,  General  Manager  ;  J.  A 
Beam,  Treasurer ;  F.  M.  Mohney 
Secretary ;  C.  H.  Beam,  Superin¬ 
tendent, 

The  town  is  surrounded  by  an 
excellent  farming  community.  Be¬ 
ing  on  the  bank  of  Eedbank  Creek, 
its  water  supply  is  abundant,  while 
the  hill  at  its  back  protects  it  from 


.  vcre  storms.  There  are  some  very- 
pretty  residences,  all  are  comfortable 
The  people  are  intelligent,  and  con¬ 
tented.  They  cordially  welcome 
strangers  and  entertain  them  hand- 
| .  som'ely.  . 

We  saw  the  deed  last  week,  from 
Ann  Wikhoff  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
to  Dewis  Doverspike,  of  Fairmount 
for  six  hundred,  thirty-one  acres 
and  sixteen  percnes  with  allowance 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  a  half  as  the 
deed  lias  it.  The  old  legal  docu¬ 
ment  is  of  parchment  and  in  place 
of  being  folded,  reads  across  the 
face.  The  sixty  years  of  its  age, 
has  but  little  dimmed  the  ink  with 
which  it  was  written  and  it  is  plain-  1 
ly  legible  to-day.  It  is  in  the  po- 
sessiou  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Doverspike  who 
considers  it  quite  a  relic  of  the  past. 
J-  A.  Doverspike. 

J.  A.  Doverspike  comes  from  the 
oldest  stock  in  the  place  being  the 
son  of  John  Doverspike  and  a 
grand  son  of  Dewis  Doverspike,  the 
pioneer  settler  of  Fairmount.  ’  He 
was  born, on  his  father’s  farm  in 
i860,  where  the  presen  town  now 
stands,  the  farm  house  being  situat¬ 
ed  on  the  bank  of  Redbank  Creek  | 
about  midway  in  the  town.  Until 
the  age  of  thirteen  years,  he  helped 
on  the  farm  and  attended  the  school 
near  by. 

In  1873  his  father,  John  Dover¬ 
spike,  sold  the  farm  to  Jones  & 
Brinker,  who  laid  it  out  in  lots  as 
has  been  mentioned  previously  and 
moved  to  the  upper  end  of  town 
where  he  had  reserved  two  acres. 

On  this  lot  he  built  a  comfortable 
dwelling.  For  the  next  few  years 
Mr.  Doverspike  worked  for  the 
Company  and  attended  school  until 
1880  when  he.married  Miss  Emma 
Moyer,  the  accomplished  daughter 
of  Mr.  Martin  Moyer,  then  engineer 
of  the  extensive  Woolen  Mills  of 
Graff  &  Co.,  at  Buffalo,  Armstrong 
County.  Soon  after  this  eventful 
deriod  of  his  career,  he  decided  to 
branch  out  more  extensively  in  bus¬ 
iness,  and  in  1882,  he  opened  a 
grocery  store  at  the  upper  end  of 
town  which  he  successfully  conduc¬ 
ted  until  January  1883,  when  he 


purchased  the  more  extensive 
ery  business  ofP.  H.  Thom_ 
lower  down  town.  In  1887  he  sold 
his  stock  to  J.  Frank  McNutt,  and 
accepted  a  position  as  checkman  for 
the  Fairmount  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  in  which  position  he  faithfully  ; 
served  until  189!,  when  his  store 
being  vacant,  he  _  reoccupied  the 
building  and  filled  it  with  a  com¬ 
plete  line  of  new  goods.  Since  then 
he  has  conducted  a  prosperous  and 
continually  increasing  business.  He 
handles  Dry  Goods,  Boots  and  shoes 
of  which  he  makes  a  specialty,  groc¬ 
eries,  queensware  and  flour  and 
feed.  His  store  is  patronized  by 
the  people  of  Fairmount  _  and  the 
surrounding  county.  He  is  a  man 
of  affable  address,  courteous  and 
gentlemanly  in  the  extreme,  having 
the  happy  faculty  of  making  and 
retaining  friends.  As  a  citizen  he 
is  respected  and  honored.  Such 
men  as  Mr.  Doverspike  _  are  the 
makers  of  the  successful  history  of 
the  place  in  which  they  live.  En¬ 
terprising  and  progressive,  intelli¬ 
gent  and  honest.  Self  made  men 
are  always  welcome  subjects  to  the 
writers  of  history. 

West  Millville 
How  HAWTHORNE 

The  land  on  which  the  town 
stands,  was  originally  owned  by 
the  Pickering  Rand  Co.  The  Hol¬ 
land  land  company  owned  large 
tracts  of  land  in  the  neighborhood 
and  had  the  property  surveyed  by 
the  Pickering,  -who  in  compensation 
for  their  services,  as  surveyors,  were 
allowed  to  accept  land  at  the  rate  of 
six  cents  per  acre.  They  selected 
four  hundred  and  forty  one  acres  at 
this  place.  We  are,  informed  that 
the  first  log  house  was  erected  in 
1803,  just  ninty  four  years  ago,  by 
one  William  Hoffman.  In  recent 
years  it  became  the  property  of  Mr. 
James  McWilliams,  who  moved  it 
back  on  the  lot  and  used  it  for  keep¬ 
ing  stock. 

Jacob  Moliney  erected  a  hotel  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  town  above 
where  Mt.  McWilliams  keeps  the 
Jackson  house.  The  tayeran  was 
called  the  Black  House  and  in  its 


I  day  was  one  of  the  popular  resorts’ 
of  the  county.  The  old  water  well 
that  quenched  the  thirst  of  the  dusty 
traveler  of  that  day,  still  gives  its 
sparkling  waters  to  those  in  quest  of 
its  refreshing  powers. 

John  Cribbs  erected  a  larger  ho¬ 
tel  at  the  lower  end  of  town,  which 
proved  to  be  well  patronized  for 
years.  It  was  the  stopping  place 
. !  for  the  stage,  the  horses,  four  in 
|  number,  were  changed  and  the  pas¬ 
sengers  fed  and  watered.  About 
this  time  the  traffic  from  Mahoning 
to  Brookville  was  heavy  and  as  West 
Millville  was  the  half  way  point,  not 
only  the  stage  but  all  teamsters 
made  it  a  point  to  either  stop  in  West 
I  Millville  for  dinner  or  over  night. 
Some  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  tell 
us  that  it  was  no  nnusual  thing  to 
see  the  stables  crowded  with  the 
J  teams  and  the  streets  lined  with 
wagons  loaded  with  merchandise  of 
all  descriptions.  Mine  host  of  the 
hotel,  was  celebrated  for  his  good 
cheer  both  solid  and  liquid.  An¬ 
other  hotel  was  built  by  a  Mr.  Col¬ 
well  and  conducted  by  J.  W.  Pow¬ 
ell. 

The  first  store  in  the  town  was 
conducted  by  James  Kerr,  which 
j  was  situated  just  above  where  J.  J. 
Hartzell,  now  keeps  his  hotel  at  the 
1  lower  end  of  town.  About  this  time 
the  town  was  spoken  of  Kerr’s  store 
Previous  to  Mr.  James  Kerr  start  - 
ing  a  store  in  the  town,  the  provis¬ 
ions  of  the  inhabitants  had  been 
purchased  at  John  Dougherty’s 
store  at  the  stone  house  below  town, 
this  was  early  as  1825.  The  only 
other  store  at  the  time  where  pro¬ 
visions  could  be  purchased  was  at 
Kittanning.  The  second  store  be¬ 
longed  to  Abraham  Frank,  who 
sold  out  to  C.  R.  McNutt.  This  1 
sale  was  made  in  1848.  About  this 
time,  the  militia  of  the  county  as¬ 
sembled  at  West  Millville  for  drill 
and  practice.  This  event  was  al¬ 
ways  the  cause  of  great  excitement 
among  the  people  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  county  and  they  came  for  miles 
to  witness  the  patriotic  people  of 
the  county  under  arms.  The  en¬ 
campment  lasted  for  several  days, 
the  bold  soldiers  camping  in  tents 


!  with  daily  drills  and  regular  rations 
Major  C.  R.  McNutt,  was  comman- 
j  der  in  chief.  Previous  to  the  meet- 
j  iGg  of  the  malitia,  the  store  keepers 
and  others  always  laid  in  an  extra 
supply  of  whiskey  and  while  the 
price  was  very  low,  yet  that  did  not 
prevent  anyone  having  all  he  want¬ 
ed  as  it  was  to  be  had  without  mon¬ 
ey  or  price.  In  some  places  pitch¬ 
ers  full  of  the  fiery  liquid  with 
glasses,  were  to  be  found  by  which 
to  quench  the  thirst  of  the  county 
fathers.  We  were  told  that  at  this 
encampment,  Major  McNutt,  sent 
to  Mahoning  for  a  cask  of  Ale,  the 
first  that  had  ever  been  brought  to 
that  section,  and  after  its  arrival  he 
went  to  the  cellar  to  tap  it.  Not 
knowing  the  spouting  nature  of  the 
beverage,  he  simply  bored  an  auger 
hole  in  the  end  and  when  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  ale  was  made,  called 
lustily  for  help,  which  when  it  ar¬ 
rived  found  the  Major  holding  his 
thumb  over  the  hole  and  standing 
under  a  shower  bath  of  cream  ale. 
Joseph  Mohney  started  the  fourth 
store.  The  first  blacksmith,  was 
George  Reinard.  His  shop  was  at 
the  lower  end  of  town  and  he  did  a 
large  business  in  shoeing  horses 
and  repairing  wagons.  Dr.  Strass- 
ler  was  among  the  first  physicians. 

About  1835  or  40,  Jacob  Mohney 
built  a  mill  to  thresh  clover  seed, 
and  manufactured  linseed  oil  and 
oil  meal.  The  farmers  brought 
clover  long  distances  to  obtain  the 
seed  while  it  stimulated  the  raising 
of  flax  which  was  produced  in  large 
quantities.  Some  of  the  older  resi¬ 
dents  remember  with  much  zest  the 
flax  breaking  parties  which  at  times 
were  one  of  the  principal  pleasures 
of  the  young  people.  The  flax! 
would  be  placed  ready  and  the 
guests  lay  it  on  a  board  and  break 
it  with  something  like  a  knife 
which  process  prepared  it  for  the 
mill-  Jacob  Mohney  was  one  of  the 
progressive  men  of  that  section  in 
his  day  and  generation.  Jesse 
Hepler,  the  well  known  and  respec¬ 
ted  citizen  of  Fairmount  City,  to-day  ! 
married  to  one  of  Mr.  Mohney’ s 


48 


daughters,  Elizabeth. 

An  incident  connected  with  West 
Millville  about  1849  or  50  seems  to 
coi  respond  with  one  a  few  weeks 
ago  in  Piney  township.  About  the 
time  above  mentioned  the  body  of  a 
man  was  found  at  the  mouth  of 
Pine  Run,  just  above  the  town. 
The  body  was  badly  decomposed 
but  was  identified.  He  had  been 
drowned  at  Hess’s  dam  a  mile 
j  above.  The  jury  returned  a  ver- ; 
diet  of  “found  drowned”  and  he  l 
was  buried  near  the  spot  where  he 
was  discovered.  The  railroad  track 
we  are  informed,  crosses  the  grave 
I  to-day. 

James  McWilliams  built  the  first ! 
saw  mill  and  put  in  improved  ma-  ! 
chinery. 

About  1871,  Henry  Miller  built  ' 

■  the  second  saw  mill  which  was  a  i 
great  convenience  at  the  time  as ' 
previously  to  the  McWilliams  mills, 
all  sawed  lumber  had  to  be  hauled 
long  distances.  The  mill  was  sold 
#  a  Mr.  Hilliard  and  from  him  to 
McAfoose,  whose  heirs  still  own  it 
but  it  is  run  by  W.  O.  B.  Raster. 

i877>  Jacob  Brinker  built  a 
grist  mill  at  a  cost  of  $ 20,000 ,  using 
only  the  best  machinery  which  in¬ 
cluded  the  patent  process  so  exten¬ 
sively  used  to-day.  The  mill  is  in 
operation  at  this  writing. 

In  1872  Wm.  Sloan  laid  out  the 
town  and  on  the  completion  of  the 
3  j  railroad  the  business  of  the  town 
changed.  No  longer  did  the  team¬ 
sters  crowd  the  streets  and  the  daily 
occupation  of  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  the  stage  and  the  curiosity  to  see 
(the  passengers  ceased.  The  iron 
j  horse  had  again  displaced  the  one 
of  flesh  and  the  snort  of  steam  took 
the  place^  of  the  crack  of  the 
whip.  But  with  one  change  came 
another.  The  business  of  the  town 
changed  with  the  town,  and  other 
occupations  sprang  up  which  soon 
gave  the  place  the  appearance  of  a 
little  city.  Houses,  shops  and 
stores,  were  erected  and  the  change 
j  of  pursuits  so  suddenly  made  soon 
ceased  to  excite  comment. 

In  1820  the  first  church  was  built 
of  logs.  The  second  church  (Luth¬ 
eran)  was  built  by  C.  R.  McNutt  in 
1848.  In  1873  the  Evangelical  de¬ 


in 


I  nomination  built^ _ 

1876  the  Presbyterians.  The  first 
school  house  was  erected  in  1868 
which  being  too  small,  was  replaced 
by  a  larger  one  in  1885.  Not  only 
was  the  winter  term  taught  but  a 
summer  school  also  was  maintained. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  present 
borough,  farming  and  lumbering 
were  the  principal  occupations. 

Contented  and  happy;  thrifty  and 
honest,  robust  and  healthy.  They 
stood  hardships  and  exposure  with¬ 
out  complaint  and  enjoyed  the 
pleasures  of  life  that  came  in  their 
way  to  the  fullest  extent. 

HAWTHORNE  OP  TO-DAY. 
Situated  as  the  town  is  on  Red- 
bank  creek,  at  a  point  where  it 
passes  the  town  without  a  bend,  in 
a  fertile  valley  with  acres  of  level 
land  on  which  numbers  of  extensive 
manufacturing  plants  could  be  oper¬ 
ated,  with  natural  gas,  coal,  water, 
iron  ore,  fire  clay  and  limestone  in 
abundance,  it  seems  strange  that  cap¬ 
ital  has  not  long  since  selected  so  ad¬ 
vantageous  a  spot  for  investment, 
j  An  incorporated  borough  with  eight 
hundred  inhabitants,  intelligent 
people,  excellent  schools  and  pleas¬ 
ant  residences,  it  certainly  seems  a 
pleasant  place  wherein  to  dwell. 

On  entering  the  town  the  escap¬ 
ing  steam  from  the  Pottery  of  Ham¬ 
ilton  &  Putney  is  likely  to  attract 
your  attention  first. 

Commencing  at  the  lower  end  of 
town  at  the  Hawthorne  hotel,  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  that  gentlemanly 
landlord,  J.  J.  Hartzell  who  con- 
ducts  one  of  the  most  pleasant  hos- 
telries  in  the  county,  where  the 
wants  of  man  and  beast  are  satisfied 
and  attended  to  in  a  highly  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  reasonable  manner,  we 
find  across  the  street,  the  blacksmith 
shop  of  Frank  Sanders.  Mr.  San¬ 
ders  is  known  to  almost  everybody 
of  both  counties  as  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ers  in  his  profession  and  we  had 
the  pleasuie  of  examining  a  horse 
shoe,  as  he  made  them  in  the  good 
old  times  When  the  blacksmiths ' 
earned  their  ihoney  and  the  horse1 
was  benefited.  In  examining  the* 
shoe  we  reaiily  discovered  that  Mr.  I 


■ 


I  Sanders  had  lost  none  of  the  cun- 
i  ning  of  his  craft. 

The  large  flour  mill  of  Jacob 
Brinker  now  being  operated  by  the 
i  Fairaiount  store,  ofFairmount,  Pa. 

The  next  place  is  the  general 
merchandise  store  of  R.  I.  Houpt. 
Then  the  butcher  shop  of  John  S. 
Shingledecker,  next  Dr.  R.  Criswell 
F.  K.  Straut  tailor,  Mary  Yost,  mil- 
liner.  Henrv  Swoneer.  boot  and 
-shoe  maker,  Miss  Marshall,  millb 
ner  R.  S-  Russell,  post  master,  and  I 
dealer  in  stationery,  cigars,  tobacco  i 
etc.,  Sloan  and  Bumgardner,  under- ! 
takers,  saw  mill  operated  by  W.  O.  ! 
Raster,  and  Jackson  House,  with  1 
James  IN  j  c  Williams  the  popular 
proprietor  of  a  well  kept  hotel  also 
railroad  ticket  agent. 

On  Main  street  we  have  G  A 
Barr,  furniture,  E.  D.  McComb, 
physician  and  surgeon,  also  drup- 
store.  Across  the  street,  the  ex^ 
tensive  general  store  of  J  N  Mc¬ 
Comb. 

Then  PI.  Header,  merchant 
J°hn  Doverspike,  livery 
stable,  S.  R.  Doverspike,  Jeweler 
and  barber  who  by  the  way,  gives 
a  clean  smooth  shave  to  which  we 
can  testify,  George  Eice,  carpet 
weaver,  G.  A.  Barr,  butcher,  H  S 
Shuey,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  R.  o‘ 
Marshall  blacksmith,  C.  E.  Sayers 
M.  D.  Dr.  Sayers  has  been  the 
principal  of  the  Academy  for  some 
tune,  which  is  a  prosperous  institu¬ 
tion  of  learning. 

w  The  planing  mill  is  located  on 
ip  aple  street  and  is  operated  by  \V 
O.  B.  Raster.  * 1 

A  graded  public  school,  which  1 
was  presided  over  last  winter  sue  1 
cesS|uily  by  Prof  Pinks  assisted  by  1 
W.  R.  Bumgardner.  The  school! 
boaid  is  composed  of  the  following 
members:  President,  James  Wal -I 
|  ker;  Secretary,  R.  I.  Houpt;  Treas- 
urer,  J.  J.  Hartzell;  John  Guyer 
and  Samuel  Holben.  J  M  Brink 
er,  is  burgess  and  E:  R.  Redinger 
high  constable.  8  ’ 

Of  the  churches  there  is  the  Pres¬ 
byterian^  at  present  not  supplied 
United  Evangelicah  Rev.  Hunsber- 

MUes  n  llSt  Episcopal-  Rev. 
Miles.  One  secret  society,  the  I.  Q. 


O.  F.  flourishes.  They  meet  Sat¬ 
urday  evening  and  H. '  C  ShueyP 
Esqi . ,  is  Secretary.  The  town  con¬ 
tains  one  lodge  room. 

The  gas  is  suplied  the  place  in 
abundance  by  the  Fairmount  and 
Oak  Ridge  gas  company.  The  wat¬ 
er  is  procured  from  excellent  wells 
At  Hawthorne  a  bridge  crosses 
Redbank  creek,  that  was  built  by 
I  private  subscription  and  is  a  very 
poor  affair.  The  counties  of  Clar¬ 
ion  and  Armstrong  should  condemn 
it  and  erect  a  substantial  structure 
in  its  place.  The  people  desire  it 
and  have  a  right  to  demand  it.  As 
before  stated  the  place  has  eight 
hundred  inhabitants  American  and 
German,  are  of  a  quiet  law  abiding 
disposition,  pleasant  and  agreeable 
who  are  always  glad  to  welcome  and 
entertain  strangers  who  may  come 
within  their  gates. 

New  Mays yf i 

In  the  early  years  of  iSoo,  Geo 
Geist  purchased  from  the  represen 
tative  of  the  Holland  Rand  Sm 
of  Wil>tok  &  Co.,  a  certain  part 
TR;,5  allotment,  tract  number 
254  and  warrant  3058.  The  nr™ 

-Deeardi°in^  Wh&t  Was  k^wn  as 
Deer  Park  situated  on  the  north 

It  seems  that  the  boundaries  were 

not  distinctly  defined  and  much 

were  erected  on  Mr  GeiSf  /Ml 
was  all  tin ot  •  ’  ^eist  s  land  1 

which  Hew  rP1n  tlle  Sround  on 
Gew  Maysville  stands  until 
i833,  when  the  owner  of  tf,«  /  f 

b?‘  *  grist  mill  onl  T1  e  nrPon 
erty  on  which  the  1-niii  prop~ 

was  claimed  by  Brown  IT  McCrn^ 

000  -n  ■  ,  lor  tPe  sum  of 
p3>°oo.  Daniel  Geist  sdrl  ti 

,  Wahlman  became  the  owne^1^ 


their  usual  vocations  unsuspecting 
danger  of  any  kind.  The  sky  was 
cloudless  and  the  air  balmy.  But 
suddenly  there  appeared  in  the  sky 
a  black  speck  that  in  a  few  moments 
assumed  the  appearance  of  a  large 
balloon,  funnel  shaped,  with  the 
small  end  towards  the  earth.  With 
the  rapidity  that  few  can  imagine, 
and  only  those  who  saw  it  can  ever 
know,  the  funnel  shapped  cloud 
approached  the  town  darkness  cov¬ 
ered  the  earth,  the  sound  of  rushing 
wind  was  deafening  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  tornado  had  passed, 
and  the  work  of  destruction  was 
finished.  New  Maysville  that  had 
been  a  pretty,  peaceful  village  a 
few  minutes  previously,  was  a  ruin, 
one  house  only  remained  on  its 
foundation  and  one  other  house 
stood,  but  it  had  been  lifted  off  its 
foundation  and  taken  some  distance 
away.  Not  only  destruction  of 
property  resulted  but  the  angel  of 
death  passed  by  with  the  storm  and 
several  lay  mangled  and  lifeless. 
One  can  hardly  realize  when  look¬ 
ing  at  the  pretty  little  town  of  the 
present  day,  nestling  as  it  does  un¬ 
der  the  hill  with  the  Redbank 
Qreek  swiftly  passing  at  its  feet,  the 
fearful  scene  of  desolation  that  was 
presented  to  the  beholder  on  that 
fateful  May  morning,  thirty-seven 
years  ago.  The  tornado  originated 
somewhere  on  the  Allegheny  river 
and  swept  through  a  part  of  Porter 
and  Redbank  townships,  passing 
New  Bethlehem  to  the  left,  lifting 
for  some  distance  after  performing 
its  work  of  destruction  at.  New 
Maysville,  it  again-  decended  in 
Armstrong  county  with  only  severe 
rain  in  Beaver  but  destruction  in 
Knox  township  of  that  county. 

Many  incidents  and  recollections 
of  the  hurricane  are  still  related  by 
residents  of  the  section.  Three 
persons  were  killed,  among  them 
being  Mrs.  McFarland  and  a  Mr. 
Baughman, the  later  was  taken  up  by 
the  storm  bodily  and  hurled  against 
the  side  of  the  mili  before 
that  building  collapsed  and  the 
life  was  crushed  out  of  him.  The 
babe  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFarland 
was  sleeping  in  its  crib  when  the 
storm  struck  the  town,  the  house 


was  wrecked  but  the  child  escaped 

injury.  The  little  thing  was  bur¬ 
ied  under  the  timber  but  its  cries 
attracted  attention  and  it  was  res¬ 
cued.  Fire  added  its  horrors  to  the 
work  of  the  storm  and  some  of  the  j 
debris  was  consumed-  We  were  ; 
told  of  one  family  of  a  man,  wife 
and  child.  After  the  "storm  when 
the  neighbors  came  to  render  assis¬ 
tance  the  father  was  gathering  up 
some  of  his  savings  of  gold  and  sil¬ 
ver  and  placing  the  money  in  a 
china  pitcher,  having  been  so 
frightened  that  he  forgot  the  exis- 
tance  of  his  wife  or  child.  The 
woman  was  taken  out  of  the  timber 
and  at  once  asked  for  her  babe. 
The  child  was  found  unhurt,  and 
given  to  its  mother  who  nursed  it, 

.  /  a  little  later  it.  wras  discovered  J 

.j  was  hurt  and  was  removed  to  a  j 
neighbor’s  house  wdiere  she  died ! 
the  next  day.  Though  in  the  ag¬ 
ony  of  death  her  love  for  her  child  I 
was  her  first  thought. 

John  Shick  who  lived  near  the  ! 
town  was  in  the  act  of  hitching,  his  j 
horses  to  the  harrow  when  the  tor-  j! 
nado  carried  him  with  the  horses  I 
across  the  field  and  tore  the  harness  I! 
off  the  horses.  Near  Fuller,  In  , 
Jefferson  county,  a  man  was  work-  I 
iug  with  a  team  of  horses,  one  of  ! 
the  horses  was  killed  and  the  man  ! 
with  the  other  horse  was  found  in  a 
hole  made  by  a  large  tree  being  up¬ 
rooted  and  the  horse  and  man  were  ' 
covered  by  fallen  timber.  A  Mr.  , 
Young  who  was  sick  saw  the  storm 
coining  sent  his  family  to  the  cellar,  ) 
he  throwing  himself  face  downward  j 
on  the  bed.  When  the  storm  had 
passed  the  house  had  been  blown 
away  leaving  only  the  floor.  Mr.  j 
Young  was  found  lying  on  the 
floor  uninjured. 

Mrs.  Hess,  one  pf  the  old  residents  1 
of  the  town  is  the  only  person  liv-  jj 
ing  in  the  village  to-day  that  lived  j 
there  during  the  itorm.  She  start- j 
ed  to  the  cellar  with  her  child  in  her  | 
arms.  The  child  was  found  after  J 
the  storm  several  rods  away  safe  ! 

1  from  harm 

As  soon  after  the  storm  as  the  I 
people  could  recover  from  the  shock  j 
they  commenced  to  build  shanties  ! 
in  which  to  live  temporially.  Mr.  j 


-  -.  _  m  .  "" 

Himes  built  a  cue  and  one-half 
story  building  from  the  wreckage. 
This  building  came  into  the  poses- 
sion  of  Mr.  Sol  Hock,  when  he 
moved  from  Jefferson  county  in 
'1864.  The  building  of  Mr.  McFar¬ 
land  that  had  been  blown  from  jts 
j  foundation  but  remained  standing, 

!!  was  placed  on  a  new  foundation  and 
j  occupied  by  Mr.  Sol.  Hock  as  a 
<  store.  In  the  fall  following  the 
storm  Mr.  Sol.  Hock  erected  and 
conducted  a  large  two  story  frame 
hotel.  This  building  burned  down 
on  Thanksgiging  day  of  1894.  The 
mill  was  rebuilt  and  put  in  opera¬ 
tion.  Joseph  Hock  erected  a  house 
|  and  kept  a  hardware  store.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Miller,  widow  of  J.  J. 
Miller,  started  a  millinery  store. 
W.  W.  Yeaney,  of  Shannondale, 
opened  a  store  of  general  merchan¬ 
dise  in  1871.  In  1866,  John  Hess. 
Jr.  built  a  hotel.  J.  F.  McNutt 
conducted  a  store  in  this  building 
in  1871  and  until  after  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  railroad  was 
finished.  Mr.  Hess  retired  from 
the  Hotel  and  was  succeeded  by 
John  Bergen,  his  son-in-law. 
However  Mr.  Hess  moved  back 
and  again  took  charge  of  the  hotel 
finally  selling  the  property  to  E.  W.’ 
Sowers  who  conducts  it  to-day  in  a 
very  acceptable  manner  to  a  large 
number  of  the  traveling  public.  Mr. 
Sowers  has  remodeled  and  refitted 
the  building  and  it  is  now  a  vety 
handsome  structure.  Hock,  Miller 
&  Cp.,  owned  and  operated  the 
grist  mill,  a  saw  mill  and  a  store. 

In  1875  the  business  was  dissolved 
and  Mr  Henry  Hock  purchased 
the  stock  of  the  store  and  continued 
in  the  merchantile  business.  The 
grist  miH  is  owned  by  the  Andy 
Wahlman  estate  and  is  successfully 
operated  by  Wendel  Wahlman  at 
the  present  time, 


The  town  of  to-day  contains  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  inhabitants  intelligent 
and  mdustrious  people.  The  busi¬ 
ness  is  conducted  by  Henry  Hock 
( dealer  m  general  merchandise,  as¬ 
sisted  by  his  son.  They  are  both 
accomodating  gentlemen  who  have 
by  their  attention  to  the  wants  of 
their  customers  built  up  a  large  and 


paying  trade.  J.  B.  Welsh  also 
keeps  a  general  merchandise  store 
that  is  favorably  known  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  Sowers  Hotel  is  the 

ommercial  mens’  headquarters. 

f  °L  a  ,,0ck  ls  the  Station  agent  of 
the  Allegheny  Valley  railroad  and 
agent  of  the  Adams  Express  Co 
which  position  he  has  honorabfy 
held  for  twenty  three  years.  He  is 
a  very  affable,  polite  gentleman  and 
we  are  under  many  obligations  to 
him  for  much  of  the  information 
contained  in  this  article. 

The  town  is  a  prominent  ship- 
pmg  point  for  cattle,  timber  and 
railroad  ties.  The  surrounding 
country  is  an  excellent  farmin°- 
community,  the  land  being  extrenf- 
,  y  fertile.  New  Maysville,  while  it 
does  not  hold  out  many  advantages 
to  large  manufacturers  to  locate,  is 
a  steady ,  industrous,  quiet  commun¬ 
ity  that  will  protect  the  interest  of 
Clarion  county  from  the  enroach- 
ments  of  Jefferson  that  it  adjoins. 


Shannondale. 

This  pretty  little  village  is  situ¬ 
ated  about  four  miles  from  New 
Maysville,  and  within  about  three 
miles  of  the  Jefferson  county  line 
I  The  originators  of  the  place  must 
have  selected  the  location  with  a 
view  to  protection  from  the  storms 
of  the  future,  as  it  is  built  in  a  val¬ 
ley  and  protected  from  all  sides  by 
gently  rising  hills.  The  view  of  the 
I  town  as  the  writer  saw  it  a  short 
time  ago,  was  indeed  a  pretty  one. 
Coming  up  from  Hawthorne,  he 
stopped  on  the  hill  and  gazed  down 
on  the  village  as  ic  appeared  before 
“m-  A  beautiful  spring  afternoon, 
the  balmy  air,  hazy  with  the  smoke 
of  burning  brush  piles,  softened  the  1 
scene.  Three  churches  on  the  side 

°  ,t0Wn  nearest  Jefferson  county 
told  of  the  religious  spirit  of  the  i 
people,  the  curling  smoke  of  the 
blacksmith’s  forge  indicated  indus¬ 
try,  the  two  large  store  buildings 
the  business  of  the  place,  the  hotel 
I  the  resting  place  of  the  weary  trav¬ 
eler.  The  teams  and  other  vehic¬ 
les  standing  about  town  proved  that 
it  was  a  centre  of  supply  and  that 
the  people  were  socially  inclined. 

I A  quiet,  peaceful  village,  small  in 


* 


size  but  a  part  of  the  busy  world,  j 
It  appears  that  among  the  first ! 
.settlers  was  a  Jonas  Raybuck,  who  | 
fa  1^20  or  1830,  purchased  land 
prom  Charles  Gaskell,  and  built  a 
dog  house  for  the  accommodation  of 
his  family.  Mr.  Raybuck  was  a 
blacksmith  and  when  not  working 
at  his  trade  kept  busy  clearing  the 
land  he  had  purchased.  Jacob 
Himes,  grandfather,  ofH.  R.  Himes 
a  prominent  resident  of  near  Shan- 
nondale,  to-day,  did  a  large  amount 
of  grubbing  for  Raybuck,  on  the 
north  and  west  sides  of  Pine  and 
Big  runs.  A  Mr.  Sternknoffer, 
purchased  some  land  from  Raybuck 
and  built  a  log  house  and  conducted 
the  first  store.  He  also  traded  in 
everything  he  could  come  across. 
The  last  named  man,  it  seems  left 
for  parts  unknown,  but  was  not 
soon  forgotten  by  those  whom  he 
owed.  The  Sheriff,  sold  out  the 
store  and  land.  John  Yaany  Sr., 
father  of  John  Yeaney,  of  Shan- 
nondale  at  the  present  time  and 
grandfather  of  P.  M.  Yeany,  assis¬ 
tant  cashier  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  of  Clarion,  purchased  the 
land.  This  was  the  first  Sheriff’s 
sale  that  took  place  at  that  particu¬ 
lar  part  of  the  county.  Daniel 
Shannon  purchased  the  principal 
part  of  the  property  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  Joseph  Miller.  He 
started  a  store  which  was  afterward 
conducted  by  C.  M.  Shannon,  fath¬ 
er  of  I.  M.  Shannon,  cashier  of  the 
Second  National  Bank  of  Clarion, 
to-day  and  ex-sheriff  of  Clarion 
county.  Some  of  the  older  residents 
now  living,  inform  us  that  at  this 
time,  about  the  4’ os,  the  place  was 
called  Boyer  ville,  while  others 
contend  it  never  had  such  a  name, 
but  was  once  called  Texas.  The 
books  of  Mr.  Shannon,  kept  in  1840 
we  had  the  privilege  of  looking  at. 
They  were  neatly  kept,  but  some 
what  different  from  the  S37stem  of 
book-keeping  in  use  at  the  present 
day.  Among  the  items  charged, 
we  notice  one  like  the  following: 

Jos.  McGlauhlin 
to  1  quart  of  whisky  .1 
to  2  drinks  of  “  .06 

Beef  sold  for  3^  cents  per  pound 


Coffee  15  cents/  tobacco  15  cents 
per  pound,  principally  Baltimore 
twist  muslin  20  cents.  A  number 
of  charges  were  for  H.  K.  but  what 
that  represented  we  could  not  find 
out.  The  charges  for  whiskey  by 
the  quart,  half  gallon,  gallon  and 
drink  were  about  the  most  numer¬ 
ous.  Mr.  George,  Songer,  informed 
the  writer  that  whiskey  was  pur¬ 
chased  either  in  Kittanning  or  Pitts¬ 
burg  for  15  or  16  cents  per  gallon! 
by  the  barrel.  This  puts  the  fact  f 
beyond  dispute,  that  the  profit 
made  on  whiskey  at  that  date  even  | 
at.  the  low  price  of  50  cents  a  gallon 
or  3  cents  a  glass  was  very  large. 

Boyer  &  Asborn  opened  the  next 
general  store,  they  were  followed; 
by  Asborn  Bros.  Then  came  a 
Jew,  Leopold  Ernestine.  Andy! 
Ryan  was  the  next  to  venture  in 
merchandise.  This  gentleman  was 

killed  by  his  horse  running  off  and 
jnirowmg'  nrm  against  a  pine  tree 

|  knocking  his  brains  out.  McKillip 
i&  Wonderling  started  in  business. 
Then  I.  M.  Shannon,  Clover  Bros. 
J.  R.  Miller,  J.  A.  Kurtz,  Hankey 
&  Hugls,  finally  Smith  &  Shields. 

As  the  different  business  firms  lo¬ 
cated  settlers  came  closer  and  the 
land  was  cleared.  Farms  sprang 
out  of  the  wilderness  and  the  forests 
of  a  few  years  past  were  productive 
farms.  Frame  buildings  replaced 
the  pioneer  ones  of  logs,  large  and 
comfortable  barns  were  erected.  C. 
M.  Shannon  was  the  first  postmas¬ 
ter  and  at  the  time  of  opening  the 
office  the  place  was  named  Shan- 
nondale. 

The  first  church  that  was  erected 
was  built  by  the  Lutheran  congre¬ 
gation.  It  was  composed  of  logs 
and  was  among  the  first  buildings 
in  the  place.  Rev.  Kyle  was  its  pas¬ 
tor.  This  building  was  also  used 
as  a  subscription  school.  The  re¬ 
formed  congregation  joined  with 
the  Lutheran  people  and  built  a 
frame  church  in  partnership  in  1842, 
Plamm  Bros. ,  were  the  contractors. 
Rev.  Althouse  was  the  pastor  of  the  I 
Reformed  Church .  About  x  8  7  2  the  I 
Methodist  Episcopal  congregation ! 
erected  a. pretty,  frame  building  asj 
'  a  place  of  worship.  Previous  to 
the  building  of  this  church,  Rev. 


Moore,  of  that  flh'th  ,,Qin  - r— 

day,  monuments  of  the  piety  ff  the 

2^«».  ter.jJSlfSLte 

Rev  R  S  r  he  ^ut3leran  people; 
and  [£  S'rP°Sf’  of  tlle  Reformed 

,<iS?p£c°p“rhaThi  °fthe  Mett°- 
are  larL  *  J  J  congregations 
I  nnKil  g  dn,d  flourishing.  The 

l-W-  a  mheTway.  ab°n' 

i  residents wXiSingat'ttetaS 
raising  of  David  Kecks  was  strdek 
by  ahmber  and  killed  In  t£ 

mMeZlVn  '°W?-  Jacob  Hirne^ 

made  split  bottom  chairs  as  tw, 
were  called  and  his  fame  as  a  chart 

Snd”  Th  g0“  °Ut  ll,rout:h  the 

rdid^Stt^ytS 

one  days  grubbing.  y'  ' as 

Ws^ofTheX,a%?trhS  Z £ 

out  in  Woldering’s  store  c  f 

Shannon  kept  the  first  hotel' 
Shannondale  gave  Clarion  countv 

officSnnTh  “d  eiHciem  «"4 

omcial  m  the  person  of  I.  M  Shan 
non  who  served  his  term  as  Sheriff 
with  honor  to  .the  county  and  S 

cashfer^W6  Md 
of  Darion.the  Second  National  Bank 

Shannondale  of  to-day  contaitlo 

about  one  hundred  inhaWtante  han 

S™Cd^aPtVe\fre?'fro“ 

the  Peace, 

M6’  givin-  the  reason  that  he 
j  had  nothing  to  do.  There  has  onW 

I  the  place  the  ^  « 

p  ace,  that  being  about  four 

I  years  ago  when  Smith  &  ShieMs 

store  was  broken  open  and  about 

$65  in  money  and  some  $200  worth 
Of  goods  stolen  Tho  i-iiL  wortn 

never  captured;  bm tte'SfcS 

seem  to  be  confident  that  the  guihy  1 
persons  are  known.  There  afe  two  ; 

ShSds  ?  th£  town>  Smith  W&  f 

aid  B  M  f  geUeraI  merchandise^ 


I  blacksmith  The  TTtiiATrr - • — 

(presided  over  By  Mor  °  PH°USe’  13 

j conducts  a  comfortable  hote/ind^0 

Prosperous  farmers  who  teep^  a  fi 

vance  with  the  Kmoo  ,p  111  ad' 
Jonas  Rayburn,  John  Yean™?  ATS 

j neers'ofsterlin a<wo  ^  £ 

hones, y,b"Ken  and  Sf  ““  1 
able  quite  villao-o  o  tne  peace- 
a  reflex  of  its  fot  °f  to-day  is  only 
and  character.  ders  deposition 
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foxburg. 

,  The  town  rests  at  the  foot  of  grand  old 

t  etZlT  T  their  green  foIiage  make 

£  fitting  baclrgr0^  tQ  the  br.ght  coior 

r  Jhe  .  houses-  The  Allegheny  river 
~  -bhes  Jundan, 

Way  back  in  the  early  days,  Samuel 
P»mt>«ed  a  large  tract  of  forest 
land,  his  interests  in  large  tracts  of  land 
extended  over  different  portions  of  the  I 

The  town  np  to  the  oil  excitement  of 
1S70  contained  only  a  few  houses.  The 
Continental  Hotel,  at  the  upper  end  of 
town,  better  known  probably  as  the! 
Raftsman  Rest,  was  kept  by  James  C. 

owler,  and  others.  A  little  log  house 
known  as  the  Glass  house,  was  o^cupJd 
y  Mr.  Glass  and  family.  t  b 
ran  a  ferry  in  the  seventies. 

F.Ia  lS?°  tke  oiI  excitement  reached 
Foxburg  and  people  began  to  come  to 
the  place.  The  Fox  estate,  would  not 

moumf,Pr',P'r-''  bUt  wi,li”«'y  leased  the 
ground  to  any  one  desiring  to  build. 

wars  buf  "T  f°r  T"i0“  *““>  °f 
lyears  but  were  always  continued  from 

time  to  time  as  they  expired. 

mS  &T“T”d  op"aM  ae 

tease.  Their  lease  was  profitable  and 

has  passed  through  a  number  of  different 
firms  and  is  a  paying  OQe 

Houi^tedTco^  ^ 

This  hotel  burned  down  in  1883  and 

the  subsequent  year  the  Fox  estate  built 

the  elegant  structure  which  to-day  bears 
th  na  f  he  Hoty  ™ 

87  Jno.  F.  Baker  opened  the  Hotel 
European  as  a  hotel  and  restaurant.  The 
first  store  opened  for  business  in  the 
Itown  was  conducted  by  J.  C.  Porterfield 


Gibson  also  conducted  a  store. 

Grant,  Dale  &  Co.,  extensive  oil  opera¬ 
tors,  were  in  the  oil  well  supply  business. 

In  1873  Joseph  Hart  moved  bis  oil  refin 
ery  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and 
located  it  on  the  bill  above  Foxburg. 

This  plant  afterward  became  tbe  proper  y 

oftbe  Standard  Oil  Company. 

In  1870  a  post  office  was  established  m 
the  town.  Col.  Gibson  was  the  first] 
postmaster,  succeeded  by  W.  T.  Temple¬ 
ton,  then  F.  Dale,  John  G.  Hager,  E.  C 
Beecher  and  J.  W.  Kelly,  the  present] 

incumbent.  .  .  .  1 

The  operations  in  oil  requiring  e  1 
handling  of  large  sums  of  money  caused 
some  capitalists  to  start  a  bank,  which  ] 

■was  organized  in  1870,  Hon.  Jo  n  ^  • 
Hammond,  of  Erie,  now  deceased,  being 
its  President  and  Major  E.  W.  Matthews, 
Cashier.  The  bank  was  located  m  Por¬ 
terfield  &  McCombs  store,  which  had 
originally  been  a  wooden  structure,  but 
has  been  encased  in  brick.  The  nex  | 
year  the  erection  of  a  bank  building  on 
the  corner  of  Railroad  and  St.  Petersburg 
street,  was  commenced  and  when  finished 
the  bank  was  removed  to  that  place.  In 
1881  a  new  organization  was  formed  and 
Messrs  Hammond  &  Fertig  interest  in 
the  Foxburg  Savings  Bank  was  purchased. 
The  new  Bank  was  called  the  Foxburg 
Bank.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stock¬ 
holders,  Jos.  M.  Fox  was  elected  Presi 
dent  and  Major  R.  Morgan  cashier. 

In  1870  the  Allegheny  Valley  Railroad 
had  an  8x10  frame  building  which  they 
used  as  station. 

In  1876  Foxburg  had  its  first  big  fire. 
All  of  that  portion  of  the  town  below  the 
Allegheny  Valley  Railroad  was  destroyed 
including  Porterfield  &  McComb’s  store, 
the  express  office,  meat  market  and  other 
buildings.  The  loss  was  $25,000.  In  1881 
the  second  fire  in  the  history  of  the  town  , 
did  much  damage.  This  time  it  swept 
away  the  restaurant,  hardware  store,  ex¬ 
press  office,  grocery,  oil  well  supply 
building  and  billiard  rooms.  In  1883  the  j 
Fox  Hotel  burned  down.  In  1886  the 
fourth  fire  visited  the  town  wiping  from 
the  face  of  the  earth  Smith’s  meat  mar¬ 
ket,  D.  C.  Hart’s  store,  Odd  Fellows  Hall 
Barris  tin  shop  and  a  millinery  store. 

In  1871  the  Odd  Fellows  organized  in 
the  place.  In  I874  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  j 
they  were  followed  by  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  G.  A.  R-,  Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  and  j 


some  other  orders. 

In  1880  the  P.  &.  W.  Railway  moved 
their  machine  and  car  shops  from  Emlen- 
ton  which  brought  quite  a  large  popula¬ 
tion  at  one  time. 

The  public  school  was  erected  by  the 

heirs  of  the  Fox  estate.  It  was  situated 

on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  contained  three 

comfortably  furnished  rooms.  Mrs. 

Samuel  T.  Fox  has  always  interested  her-  ' 

self  in  this  institution  of  learning,  giving 

largely  of  her  means  towards  its  support. 

In  1S82  the  beautiful  Enisconal  ehm-/4i 
and  parsonage  wasDuilt  by  Mrs.  Samuel  ] 

j  Fox,  Jos.  M.  Fox  and  Miss  Sarah  Fox  in 
in  memory  of  their  father,  brother,  and  [ 
sister,  deceased.  They  also  contributed 
largely  towards  the  support  of  the  resi¬ 
dent  clergyman.  In  1886  the  Methodist 
church  was  erected.  Rev.  Graham  was 
its  first  pastor. 

On  the  entering  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Western  Railway,  the  bridge  across  the! 
Allegheny  river  was  built,  it  is  used  for  j 
both  trains  and  teams,  the  railroad  being 
built  above  the  road  way.  In  the  early  ! 
days  of  the  town  the  pipe  lines  established  j 
offices  in  the  place.  Telegraphic  com-  j 
munications  with  the  outside  world  was 
had  since  the  A.  V.  R.  R  entered  the 
town.  When  the  oil  excitement  died 
out  by  the  absence  of  further  production, 1 
only  the  transcient  population  left  the 
town.  The  resident  class  remained  and 
found  occupations  in  other  lines.  Most 
of  the  people  owned  their  houses. 

FOXBURG  OF  TO-DAY. 

The  town  contains  some  seven  hundred 
population.  The  Allegheny  Valley  and 
P.  &  W.  railway  pass  through  the  place, 
it  is  about  eighty  miles  by  the  Allegheny  1 
Valley  R.  R.,  and  sixty-eight  miles  by  | 
the  Pittsburg  &  Western  Railroad  from  : 
Pittsburg.  You  can  make  direct  con-  J 
nections  from  the  town  to  any  point 
north,  east,  west  or  south. 

The  business  of  the  town  is  carried  on 
by  the  following  mercantile  firms:  The 
Hotels  are  represented  by  the  Allegheny 
Hotel,  the  property  of  the  Fox  Estate  1 
and  under  the  management  of  Mr.  A.  C. 
Harding.  It  is  an  elegant,  up-to-date  | 
building  modern  and  comfortable  as  well  ! 
as  handsome. 

The  Hotel  American,  is  presided  over 
by  John  F.  Baker,  a  veteran  of  the  war 
and  a. veteran  landlord.  Mr.  Baker  is 
ably  assisted  by  his  wife  and  daughter, 
who  see  to  it  that  every  attention  required 


by  the  traveler  is  attended'  to'  promptly. 
The  Hotel  American  has  the  reputation 
among  all  travelers  of  being  a  reasonable, 
quiet,  comfortable  place  to  stop  at  and 
its  patrons  are  numerous. 

F.  Dale  keeps  a  general  hardware 
store,  he  is  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
j  the  town  and  a  very  courteous  gentleman; 
T.  B  Grant  next  door,  carries  a  full  stock 
of  Groceries;  C.  Johnson  is  the  Merchant 
Tador  and  Gentlemens’  furnisher  of  the 
to-wn.  The  National  Transit  office  comes 
next,  with  Hon.  A.  W.  Smiley  in  charge. 
Then  there  is  the  shaving  parlor  of  Mr. 

I  Wm.  Nesbitt,  where  the  most  fastidious 
can  be  shaved  to  his  liking.  Cross  Rail¬ 
road  street  at  this  point  and  you  come  to 
the  store  of  the  Porterfield  estate.  On 
the  comer  below  is  the  establishment  of 
C.  H.  Mattison,  dealer  in  lumber  and 
coal.  Going  on  up  St.  Petersburg-  street, 
there  is  John  Hager,  shoemeker  and 
dealer  in  shoes.  W.  F.  Hawkins’  gro- 
cery ,  confectionery  and  general  store  is 
on  the  corner.  Mrs.  Claney,  millinery 
and  notions,  is  the  next,  going  up  the 
hill.  Come  back  across  the  street,  and 
you  have  the  meat  market  of  A.  C.  Koas. 

Cross  Palmer  avenue,  and  on  the  corner 
of  Railroad  avenue  is  situated  the  Fox- 
burg  Bank.  This  institution  is  presided 
over  by  Jos.  M.  Fox  as  President,  Jesse 
Smith,  Vice  President,  Major  R.  Morgan, 
cashier,  Harry  R.  Harvey,  Teller,  A.  M. 
Harvey,  bookkeeper,  with  Jos.  M.  Fox, 

F.  R.  Harvey,  E.  N.  Smith,  H.  H.  Por¬ 
terfield  and  M.  R.  Morgan,  directors. 
This  bank,  being  centrally  located,  does 
one  of  the  largest  banking  businesses  in 
the  county,  having  depositors  and  cus¬ 
tomers  from  Marienville,  in  Forest  coun¬ 
ty,  to  Butler,  in  Butler  county.  The 
method  of  doing  business  is  conservative 
and  safe.  The  interests  of  its  patrons  are 
carefully  looked  after  and  all  accomoda¬ 
tions  afforded  them  that  is  possible  and 
consistent  with  business.  Jos.  M.  Fox 
has  been  President  and  Major  R.  Morgan 
cashier,  since  1881.  The  financial  stand- 
mg  of  the  bank  is  unquestioned. 

C.  E.  Beecher  keeps  a  notion,  tobacco 
and  cigar  store.  D.  C.  Hart,  another  of 
the  old  settlers,  has  a  grocery  store  of 
large  size,  both  as  to  room  and  customers 
Next  to  the  bank  is  the  office  of  the  Fox 
estate,  -whose  business  is  attended  to  by  - 
Mr.  Frank  Harvey.  In  the  upper  story 
of  this  building  the  Radies’  Guild  and 


the  Young  Radies’ Chapter  of  the  Giu- 
meet.  Then  comes  the  post  office,  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  post  master  J.  W.  Kelly. 
This  office  has  no  keyboxes,  as  all  the 
lock  boxes  have  combination  locks.  G. 
W.  Bortz’s  store  next  door  is  filled  with 
groceries  and  dry  goods.  W.  Fowler, 
the  druggist,  comes  next.  Then  Charles 
Adamson,  the  jeweler.  Dan  Moriarty, 
the  barber,  The  Foxburg  Ra  undry,  op¬ 
erated  by  lonks  &  Co.,  is  one  or  the  bus¬ 
iest  places  in  the  town,  running  as  it 
does  night  and  day.  The  Raundry  has 
the  renutation  of  doing  the  finest  work 
of  any  similar  place  in  the  State,  which 
is  saying  a  good  deal,  but  it  can  be  sub¬ 
stantiated.  Then  there  is  the  plant  of 
the  Atlantic  Refining  Company  near  by. 
Philip  Davis  has  a  machine  shop.  John 
Pierce  is  the  blacksmith,  Frank  Newburg 
the  merchant  tailor.  Dr.  R.  W.  Raisin  is  j 
the  resident  physician. 

Rev.  Thomas  A.  Stephenson,  is  the  | 
Rector  of  the  Memorial  Church,  and 
Rev.  C.  Peters,  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
The  railroad  and  machine  shops  of  the 
P.  &  W  Ry.,  give  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  hands.  The  town  is  busy,  the 
people  industrious  and  clever.  Foxburg 
is  a  pretty  place  andwhen  you  visit  it  you  j 
like  the  people. 

Callensburg. 

Setting  on  top  of  the  hill,  in  sight  of 
numerous  farms  in  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation,  lies  the  pretty  village  of  Callens- 
burg.  A  quiet,  peaceable  town  with  its 
origin  dating  back  almost  to  1800,  it  still 
retains  its  industrious  citizens.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  present  century  Henry 
Callen  moved  to  that  part  of  the  county 
and  purchased  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  which  he  cleared  and  cultivated. 
Some  neighbors  settled  near  by  and  the 
pretty  site  of  the  present  town  seemed  to 
them  adapted  to  a  thriving  place. 

In  1826  Henry  Callen  procured  the 
services  of  Sidle  Robaugh,  a  young  sur¬ 
veyor  of  that  time,  and  had  a  part  of  his 
farm  laid  out  in  lots,  which  he  offered 
for  sale.  The  name  of  Callensburg  was 
soon  accepted  in  honor  of  its  founder, 
(Henry  Callen,  Sr. 

The  first  house  built  in  the  village  was 
erected  by  Abram  Frampton.  It  was  a 
frame  building  and  the  basement  was 
used  for  a  tannery  for  a  number  of  years. 

This  was  the  first  industry  in  the  place. 

(The  foundation  of  this  first  building  still 


stands  and  contains  tile  vats  used  in  tan¬ 
ning  the  leather  that  the  builders  of  the 
town  used.  An  incident  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  the  place  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  One  Sunday  Hugh  Callen,  Sr., 
after  coming  home  from  church  on  horse¬ 
back,  stuck  the  switch  he  had  been  using 
in  the  ground.  No  further  attention  was 
paid  to  the  matter  until  some  time  later 
when  itwas  found  the  riding  whip  had 
taken  root  and  was  growing.  To-day  a 
venerable  poplar  tree  stands  a  silent  sen- 
tinal  and  monument  of  the  religious 
piety  and  zeal  of  Mr.  Callen.  In  this 
connection  another  incident  in  the  early 
history  of  the  place  seems  to  be  appro¬ 
priate.  Among  the  early  settlers,  about 
1800  to  1820,  there  gathered  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  a  number  of  pious  Presbyterians  who 
loved  God  but  had  no  preaching  services. 
They  heard  that  a  devoted  man,  the  Rev. 
Robert  McGarrah,  and  a  preacher  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  had  located  at 
Reatherwood,  where  he  had  commenced 
clearing  a  home  out  of  the  wilderness. 

A  gathering  of  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
neighborhood  resulted  in  the  sending  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Wilson  to  Reatherwood  to 
request  Rev.  McGarrah  to  come  over  and 
preach.  One  morning  Mr.  Wilson  sad¬ 
dled  his  horse  and  started  on  his  mission, 
but  coming  to  a  windfall— a  number  of 
trees  blown  down  by  a  severe  wind  storm 
and  blocking  the  way  so  much  that  a 
horse  could  not  travel— he  passed  the 
night  with  a  family.  Early  the  next 
morning  he  started  on  foot  across  the 
•■windfall.”  He  found  Mr.  McGarrah 
gathering  stumps  from  a  patch  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  plant  potatoes  in.  He  was  black 
and  dirty,  but  received  him  cordially  and 
invited  him  to  breakfast.  Mrs.  McGarrah 
in  her  hospitality,  prepared  a  substantial 
meal,  but  it  was  discovered  there  were 
only  two  stools,  and  Mr.  McGarrah  hunt¬ 
ed  up  an  augur  and  made  a  stool  for  Mr. 
Wilson  to  use  during  the  meal.  After 
breakfast  the  minister  agreed  to  come 
and  preach  for  the  Callensburg  people, 
but  as  he  did  not  know  the  way,  Mr. 
Wilson  agreed  to  blaze  the  trees  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  point,  which  he  did,  and  the  ap¬ 
pointment  was  filled. 

This  incident  shows  how  sincere  the 
early  settlers  of  the  country  were  in  their 
religious  beliefs  and  were  willing  to  make 
any  sacrifices  to  have  the  gospel 
preached.  The  comparison  with  some  of 


the  people  living  in  the  county  to-day  is 
odious.  We  have  several  people  living 
within  a  few  squares  of  churches,  now, 
that  often  cannot  attend  services  on 
account  of  the  distance,  possibly  two  or 
three  squares. 

~  As  a  result  of  that  first  preaching  in 
the  woods,  the  people  built  a  church. 
They  were  not  financially  able  to  finish 
it,  but  boarded  off  a  small  portion  and  in 
it  worshiped  God  for  some  years.  The 
people  were  so  eager  for  services  and 
preaching  that  they  went  on  horseback 
and  walked  miles  over  paths  in  the  for¬ 
est  to  hear  one  of  the  supply  preachers 
who  occasionally  visited  that  section.  A 
Sabbath  School  was  also  organized,  which 
assisted  materially  in  training  the  coming 
generation  in  the  faith  of  their  fathers. 

In  laying  out  the  town  Mr.  Callen  re¬ 
served  three  acres  for  a  church  and  grave¬ 
yard.  He  also  deeded  to  the  town  the 
grand  spring  of  water  that  his  foresight 
and  liberality  made  free  for  all  time  ; 
and  to-day  as  then,  its  waters  as  the 
waters  of  life,  flow  free  for  all  who 
thirst.  In  .looking  at  this  spring  of  clear, 
pure  water,  last  week,  we  wondered  if 
Mr.  Callen  had  prophetically  seen  the 
dav  when  his  gift  to  the  place  would  be 

™  5*  *  had  ful- 

hlled  the  ScripLux^^  _ _  ^  many  a 

cup  of  water. 

Hugh  Callen,  the  founder  of  the  town, 
died  suddenly  on  February  10th,  1842,  in 
the  sixty  ninth  year  of  his  age. 

The  Clarion  County  History  says 
the  first  house  built  in  the  village  was 
erected  by  John  R.  Reed,  but  some  of  the 
old  residents  now  living  in  the  place, 
claim  that  Abram  Frampton  has  the 
honor  as  above  mentioned. 

The  first  store  of  the  town  was  opened 
by  Henry  Alexander.  He  did  business 
in  the  house  erected  by  Adams  Frampton. 
j  The  first  hotel,  was  conducted  by  Thomas 
j  McCammon.  The  hotel  was  back  from  j 
the  Main  street  but  did  a  thriving  busi-  j 
ness. 

The  second  hotel  was  the  Eagle  house 
It  was  built  some  forty-seven  years  ago, 
and  is  in  a  state  of  fair  preservation  to¬ 
day.  The  writer  was  sheltered  under  its 
hospitable  roof  ;  ast  week. 

Tne  second  store  was  conducted  by 
J-  B.  Reynolds.  This  building  still 
stands  and  has  been  used  for  the  same 
purpose  by  a  number  of  different  firms. 
Following  Reynolds  came  Heslip  in  1849 


then  JosepTfCatlie^.  ' Mrs.  E.  A.  M'c-  j 
!  Donald,  M  illinery,.  Levi  Redic,  Henlen 
&  Brewster,  in  1852,  Wm.  Moore,  Hil¬ 
liard  &  Overs,  I.  R.  Miller,  Bushman  & 
Wakefield,  W.  A.  Hindman  &  Co.,  Lowe 
&  Guiher,  Dr.  W.  A.  Bowser,  Robert 
Cathers,  Wm.  Fenton,  a  whishey  store 
house,  J.  H.  Elliott,  T.  M.  Kier  &  Co., 
S.  Frampton  &  Co.,  B.  H.  Frampton  & 
Co.,  E.  H.  Elliott,  W.  A.  &  D.  J.  Beers, 
Mr.  Greer,  tin  shoo,  Peter  Mobley, 
R.  Hunter,  Walt  Adams,  a  clothing  store, 
A.  J.  Raver,  was  a  wagon  maker,  John 
Stover,  took  photographs,  sold  candy 
and  repaired  jewelery.  Dr.  G.  W. 
Spencer,  had  a  drug  store.  Madam  De 
Graw  M.  D. ,  succeeded  the  doctor.  Dr. 
A.  M.  Meals  had  a  drug  and  toy  store. 
In  1880  C.  Ebening  opened  up  in  the  tin 
ware  and  hardware  business. 

The  first  wagon  maker  was  Joseph 
Alexander.  He  was  followed  by  A.  J. 
Raver,  David  Payne,  George  D.  Schott 
and  Thomas  McCamant,  Wilson  Col¬ 
well,  Wm.  Stoner,  H.  Shaw,  Mansal 
Shaw  and  Alvin  Shaw. 

The  blacksmiths  were  R.  B.  Dunkle 
andj.  H.  S}iaw  the  latter  plying  his 
vocation  in  the  town  for  forty  years. 

In  1874  Sedwick’s  carriage  Manufac¬ 
tory  was  erected  and  commenced  busi¬ 
ness.  The  new  business  gave  employ¬ 
ment  to  a  number  of  sk  illed  hands 
and  flourished.  R.  B.  Dunkle,  dealt  in 
factory  made  rigs,  harness  and  robes  and 
also  did  repairing. 

The  harness  makers  of  the  early  times 
were  R.  Laughlin,  John  Bell  and  Robert 
Bell.  The  older  residents  were  succeeded 
by  Stephen  D.  Myers,  James  M.  French 
and  Wm.  S.  Maitland. 

In  the  shoe  making, line,  and  in  those 
days  the  most  of  the  work  in  that  line 
was  done  by  hand,  there  was  originally  a 
Mr.  Day,  then  came  Henry  Boyer,  Isaac 
Dehart,  Wm.  Sedwick,  John  Jack,  John 
L.  Reed,  Wm.  Holmes,  David  Holems, 
Al.  Cartwright,  John  Holmes,  W.  F. 
Krauss,  Clark  Rupert  and  W.  A.  Varner. 

The  cabinet  trade  had  a  number  of 
• 

representatives.  During  those  times,  if 
you  needed  a  bureau,  stand  or  „  cupboard, 
you  were  compelled  to  order  it  made  as 
the  extensive  furniture  establishments 
we  now  have  were  not  then  in  existance. 
In  this  line  were  such  men  as  David  and 
Andrew  Gourley,  Asa  Say,  John  Austin, 
Thomas  Dunkie,  and  Wm.  L.  Dunkle. 
The  latter  gentleman,  later  conducted  a 


furniture  ware  room. 

A  foundry  was  at  one  time  operated  in 
the  town  by  Messrs.  Mobly  &  Ray. 

The  first  school  building  was  erected  in 
1825 — seventy -two  years  ago.  It  was  in 
the  east  end  of  the  town.  One  of  the 
older  residents  now  living  in  Callensburg 
but  at  the  time  Jiving  with  his  father 
across  Licking  creek,  says  he  remembers 
plainly  his  first  day’s  attendance,  at  the 
age  of  five  years.  He  says  the  school 
and  mode  of  teaching  were  very  differ¬ 
ent  then  from  what  they  are  now.  He 
remembers  such  of  the  teachers  as  Mrs. 
Reynolds,  a  young  married  lady,  Laugh¬ 
lin  and  Tallmau.  all  of  whom  did  their 
part  faithfully  and  no  doubt  planted  seed 
that  has  made  a  fruitful  harvest. 

As  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this 
article  the  Presbyterians  commenced  a 
church  building  in  about  1826,  but  on 
account  of  not  being  able  to  procure 
shingles  to  cover  it  it  remained  open  all 
winter.  The  next  spring  the  congrega¬ 
tion  being  unable  to  finish  it  they 
partitioned  off  one  room  and  used  it 
until  1838  when  they  sold  the  old  struc¬ 
ture  to  Henry  Alexander  for  fifty  dollars 
and  commenced  the  erection  ot  a  new 
and  more  extensive  building.  The  I 
original  church  building  was  used  by 
Mr.  Alexander  for  fencing  and  other 
purposes. 

The  struggles  of  the  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  were  severe.  They  could  only 
pay  about  fifty  dollars  yearly  for  preach¬ 
ing  and  as  a  consequence  their  service 
jwas  infrequent.  In  I850,  however,  the 
people  of  that  faith  having  increased, 
they  erected  a  comfortable  and  handsome 
place  of  worship  in  the  west  end  of  town. 

After  the  service  of  Rev.  McGarrah  ex¬ 
pired,  Rev.  John  Turbitt  officiated  for 
the  Presbyterians.  This  congregation  in¬ 
clude  among  their  list  of  ministers  one 
soldier  hero,  David  McKay,  who  was 
Chaplain  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Third 
Regiment,  who  died  on  his  way  to  Lewis- 
town  and  his  remains  rest  in  the  cemetery 
at  Callensburg.  Rev.  Samuel  Kinkaid, 
their  next  minister,  met  his  death  by  a 
vicious  horse,  and  his  body  also  lies  near 
his  predecessor  in  the  graveyard  at  this 
place. 

Of  the  Methodist  ministers  there  were : 
Revs.  Keller,  Whippo,  Reeser,  Moore, 
Carothers  and  others.  The  list  includes 
Rev.  B.  F.  Delo,  now  of  Clarion,  but  in 
charge  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Eden- 


.burg,Ta;  Tltlns  church  had  a  wonderful 
revival-in  1886-7,  when  about  eighty  per¬ 
sons  joined  the  church.  This  great  ac¬ 
cession  was  under  the  ministry  of  Rev. 

E.  R.  Knapp. 

The  Callensburg  Academy  was  char¬ 
tered  in  1858.  It  was  started  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  school  building,  but  in  i860  a  hand-  j 
some  large  brick  building  was  erected.  | 
Many  of  the  best  teachers  of  our  State 
have  given  instruction  -within  its  walls 
and  some  of  our  brightest  men  have  left 
its  doors. 

The  physical  ills  of  the  community, 
when  doctors  rode  on  horseback  and  car- 
ied  their  medicines  in  saddle  bags,  were 
attended  to  by  those  good  old  practiciou- 
ers,  Dr.  Beggs,  Reed,  Goe,  J.  B.  Stuart, 
Cummings,  Boyd,  Anderson,  Bowser, 
Gardiner,  Eckert,  Meals,  Spencer,  Jack- 
son,  Rankin  Shilds,  McAuley  and  Mad¬ 
ame  De  Graw.  Dr.  S.  D.  Meals  contin¬ 
ued  in  practice  for  twenty -five  years  at 
Callensburg. 

On  March  15th,  1828,  a  post  office  was 
established  by  the  Department  with 
Sidle  Dobaugh  as  postmaster.  Among 
the  postmasters  that  followed  the  sur¬ 
veyor,  Lobaugh,  were:  Galbreath, 

Elloitt,  Alexander,  Hunter,  Guthrie, 
Alexander,  Broadhead,  Reynolds,  Elliott, 
Jr.,  Mobley,  Miller  Bushman,  Shallen-  > 
berger,  Beer,  Shaw  and  Shallenberger. 

In  1878,  Rev.  W.  A.  Bowyer  brought 
a  printing  outfit  to  the  town,  and  the 
Callensburg  Observer  and  Callensburg 
Visitor  were  issued,  but  the  press  being 
small  the  papers  wers  issuesd  elsewhere. 

Callensbnry  furnished  its  full  share  of 
soldiers  in  the  late  war  among  whom 
were  Capt.  B.  Laughlin,  deceased,  Capt. 
A.  H.  Alexander,  now  of  Clarion,  Lieut. 
John  M.  Laughlin,  besides  thirty-three 
privates,  being  over  ten  pet  cent  of  the 
population  at  that  time. 

One  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  Mrs. 
Kuhns,  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of 
one  hundred  and  four  years. 

The  first  murder  case  that  was  tried  in 
the  county  was  that  for  the  murder  of 
Jared  Lewis,  a  citizen  and  ex-constable  of 
Callensburg,  who  had  been  deputized  by 
Constable  W.  F.  Cartwright  to  arrest 
Charles  Logue  and  Ira  Davis  for  the  rob¬ 
bery  of  McEwen,  of  near  Sligo,  and 
Thomas  Stuart’s  house  in  Toby  township. 
Lewis  went  to  Canoe  Ripple  and  laid  in 
ambush  for  the  culprits.  On  their  arrival 


Lewis  sprang  up  and  presented  Lis  revol¬ 
ver,  whereupon  he  was  shot  twice.  After 
being  taken  to  a  neighbor’s  house  he  soon 
expired. 

The  prisoners  escaped  but  were  arrested 
and  tried  in  the  old  Presbyterian  church  ' 
in  Clarion,  on  December  4th,  i860.  The  j 
men  were  found  guilty  and  sentencsd  to  , 
be  hung.  The  Supreme  Court  granted  a 
new  trial  and  they  were  then  convicted  , 
of  murder  in  the  second  degree.  Logue 
was  sentenced  to  twenty-three  years  and 
Davis  to  sixteen  years.  Logue  lived 
onlyfi  ve  years  after  his  commitment  to 
the  penitentiary. 

Alexander  Wilson,  Sr.,  had  a  grist  mill  ; 
just  below  the  town.  This  mill  having  | 
sufficient  power  ran  all  of  the  year  and  ! 
farmers  came  from  all  parts  of  the  county 
to  have  their  grain  grouud  when  the  | 
other  mills  of  the  county  could  not  run. 
The  river  was  full  of  fish  at  this  point. 
One  of  the  old  residents  told  us  when  he 
was  a  boy  it  was  no  unusual  sight  to  see 
below  his  canoe  from  fifty  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  bass,  and  at  times  you  could  see 
the  fins  of  hundreds  of  red  suckers  at  the 
top  of  the  water,  but  when  a  noise  was  | 
made  they  would  hurry  to  the  bottom  of 
the  river,  and  in  so  doing  make  quite  a 
commotion.  Alas,  those  days  have  gone, 
the  fish  have  changed  places  with  the 
boys.  Now  the  boys  are  plenty  and  the 
fish  scarce.  One  of  the  singular  sights  is 
to  stand  on  the  hill  in  Callensburg  and 
look  at  the  Clarion  river.  Coming  down 
towards  you  it  runs  directly  south,  then 
bends  suddenlv  and  runs  west,  after  a  I 
short  distance  in  that  direction  it  again 
abruptly  turns  and  runs  directly  north. 
We  believe  this  portion  of  the  Clarion 
river  the  most  difficult  part  to  navigate 
owing  to  the  short  bends.  One  of  the 
scientific  gentlemen  of  the  town  informed 
usjthat  the  river  at  some  period  of  time, 
took  an  entirely  different  course  and  ran  , 
around  the  town  to  the  east.  That  the  - 
fact  can  be  easily  demonstrated  by  the 
geographical  formation  of  the  around.  __ 

Strattanville. 

The  borough  is  situated  about 
three  miles  east  of  Clarion  and 
seven  miles  west  of  Corsica,  Jeffer¬ 
son  county.  The  village  is  built  j 
upon  a  ridge  or  watershed  which 
empties  into  the  Clarion  river  two 
miles  south.  From  the  place  a  fine 
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view  of  the  county  seat  arid  sur¬ 
rounding  county  can  be  obtained. 
The  land  occupied  by  the  town  was 
originally  purchased  by  the  Bing¬ 
ham  estate,  of  which  an  English¬ 
man  by  the  name  of  Dr.  Rose,  was 
agent.  Philip  Clover  purchased 
from  the  above  named  agent  the 
site  of  Strattanville,  on  what  was 
called  an  agreement  to  pay  so  much 
money  in  installments.  John  Strat¬ 
tan,  Sr.,  who  was  of  English  de¬ 
scent,  came  from  New  Jersey  and 
settled  in  Elk  county,  which  was 
then  a  wilderness.  After  being  a 
resident  of  that  county  for  a  couple 
of  years,  he  concluded  to  move  to 
Crawford  county,  and  on  his  way 
to  that  part  of  the  country  spent 
the  night  with  Philip  Clover,  in  the 
clearing  that  is  now  Strattanville. 
Mr.  Clover  tried  to  persuade  hint 
to  purchase  his  land,  but  he  con¬ 
cluded  to  go  on  to  Crawford  county, 
which  he  did,  and  bought  a  large 
tract  of  land.  On  his  return  to 
Elk  county,  he  again  stopped  with 
Mr,  Clover,  who  this  time  succeed¬ 
ed  in  making  a  sale  of  his  agree¬ 
ment  to  Mr.  Strattan.  In  1826  he 
moved  his  family  to  his  late  pur¬ 
chase,  which  was  then  in  Armstrong 
county. 

In  1828  J.  R.  Simpson,  an  Irish 
schoolmaster,  made  a  plot  of  the 
town  for  Mr.  Strattan,  and  on  the 
nth  day  of  September,  1837,  a  pub¬ 
lic  sale  of  the  lots  was  made. 

At  that  time  only  two  lots  were 
sold,  one  being  to  Rev.  Curll,  a 
Methodist  minister  of  the  piece,  and 
he  other  to  John  Wynkoop.  The 
lots  were  66x180  feet  in  size  and 
brought  from  five  to  ten  dollars 
each.  At  the  sale  the  following 
conditions  were  read  tor  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  purchasers : 

“Conditions  of  the  original  sale 


of  the  town  lots  of  Su  * 
sold  at  auction  the  nth  u 
September,  1837: 

First — The  highest  bidder  shall 
be  the  buyer  and  not  less  than  25 
cents  will  be  considered  a  bid. 

Second — All  purchasers  at  this 
sale  will  be  entitled  to  one  year’s 
credit  by  giving  their  note  with  ap¬ 
proved  security,  when  required. 

Third — The  expenses  of  the  deed 
and  securing  the  payments  to  be 
paid  by  each  purchaser,  at  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  deed,  which  will  be 
done  thirty  days  from  this  date,  at 
which  time  each  purchaser  can  have  I 
possession  of  his  lot  to  fence  or 
build  on,  but  shall  not  throw  out  to 
the  corners  to  the  injury  of  other 
lots- 

„ .  ^ 

Fourth — No  person  shall  build 
up  in  said  town  plot  any  log  build¬ 
ing  under  a  penalty  of  his  lot. 

John  Strattan,  Proprietor. 

Though  the  terms  of  sale  at  the 
auction  and  subsequently,  were 
known  to  all,  yet  the  first  three 
houses  built  were  of  hewn  logs. 

After  Rev.  Curll  and  John  Wyn¬ 
koop  had  purchased  lots  they  were 
followed  by  W.  H.  fro  wry  and  Cap- 
taftn  Barber.  The  latter  gentleman 
built  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by 
the  Odd  Fellow’s.  Hall.  The  house 
built  by  Rev.  Curll,  still  stands  on 
the  corner  as  you  turn  to  go  to  the 
Camp  Ground  and  is  fast  crumbling 
away. 

About  this  time,  there  was  a 
primative  school  house  presided 

over  by  J.  R.  Simpson,  an  Irishman 

with  a  brogue  so  broad,  that  the 

scholars  had  to  become  accustomed 

to  it  before  they  could  spell  the 

words.  One  of  the  old  and  highly 

honored  residents  related  an  incK 

dent  which  will  show  the  truth  of 

1  the  above.  On  the  first  evening  of 

his  teaching,  he  called  out  thr 


I  word  leaf,  but  pronounced  it  lafej" 
none  of  the  pupils  could  spell  the 
!  word  correctly. 

The  original  estate  of  John  Strat- 
tan,  Sr.,  descended  to  his  sons, 
Joseph  S.  and  John  R.  Strattan, 
Josephs.,  interest  fell  to  his  heirs 
and  the  property  of  John  R.,  now 
belongs  to  Harry  and  Custer 
Strattan,  who  still  reside  on  their 
mother’s  farm  near  Strattanville. 

The  first  store  was  kept  by  Cap- 1 
tain  Barber,  in  a  little  leg  house. 
The  second  store  was  kept  by  Wil¬ 
son  &  Fvans  who  were  followed  by 
Wilson  &  Barber,  then  Samuel 
Wilson,  James  A.  Cochran,  W.  H. 
Towry ,  J.  R.  Strattan,  J.  W‘  Guth¬ 
rie,  Jones  ar^  Clover,  J.  P.  Jones, 
C.  B*  Strattan,  Peter  Mohney  and 
Mohney  Clover. 

The  first  hotel  was  a  frame  build¬ 
ing  kept  by  Captain  Barber  and 
called  the  Cooper  House.  The 
next  hotel  was  presided  over  by  W. 
H.  Towry,  Geo.  W.  Arnold,  after¬ 
wards  President  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Clarion,  Pa.,  Jude 
Brown,  Isaac  Clover,  C.  Beatty. 
The  hotel,  the  American  House  j 
kept  by  C.  Beatty  was  burned,  down 
and  rebuilt  under  his  administra- 1 
tion.  Then  came  Joshua  Fmery, 
James  Heninger  and  now  George 
O’Neil. 

The  first  postmaster  was  Samuel 
Wilson,  then  Judge  McGuire,  Miss 
Katie  Keatley,  Cochran  Fulton, 
father  of  the  present  incumbent,  C. 
C-  Fulton,  James  A.  Cochran,  J.  P. 
Jones  who  held  the  commission  from 
1868  to  1888  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  and  now  C.  C.  Fulton. 

Among  the  early  practitioners  of 
medicine  there  came  to  the  town  in 
regular  rotation,  Drs.  Baker,  Whil- 
>er,  Towrv,  Sanderson,  J.  H.  Bar¬ 
er,  still  practicing,  McMicken, 


Kerr,  C.  B.  Strattan,  still  a 
dent  and  merchant  of  the  town,  al¬ 
so  Dr.  Dillenbeck  one  of  the  present 
physicians. 

The  first  church  in  the  town  was 
the  Methodist.  It  was  built  some 
time  in  the  forties.  The  land  was 
donated  and  the  church  principally  1 
built  by  John  Strattan,  Sr.  At  one 
time  a  whig  meeting  was  held  in 
this  church.  The  Democrats  be¬ 
came  very  indignent  over  the 
matter  claiming  that  the  drinking 
of  hard  cider  in  the  sacred  edifice  1 
was  sacrilege.  Alas,  how  demo- 
cracy  has  degenerated.  To  kick 
on  hard  cider,  just  think  of  to-day.  I 
This  church  was  presided  over  by  1 
Rev.  Curlli  The  second  church 
built  was  the  Baptist. 

J.  P.  Jones,  who  followed  his  oc-  j 
cupation  as  a  carpenter  for  some ! 
time  after  coming  to  the  new  town  j 
and  tor  many  years  in  the  mercan¬ 
tile  business,  and  for  twenty  years! 
postmaster.  Married  Miss  Fliza-, 
beth  Young,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Young,  "who  was  the  first  male! 
child  born  in  Clarion  county.  His 
parents  lived  on  the  pike  between 
where  Clarion  and  Strattanville  now 
stand,  and  their  little  log  house 
stood  under  the  wide  spreading  oak 
tree,  that  is  pointed  out  to  the  trav-' 
elers  as  having  sheltered  the  first 
born  male  of  Clarion  county. 

At  one  time  a  large  machine  shoe 
and  foundry  manuiacturea  Doners, 

engines  and  castings.  At  first  it 
jwas  owned  by  J.  P.  Wann  &  Co.,  j 
but  latei  by  Wann,  Keatley  & 
Roth,  John  Keatley  afterwards  a[ 
resident  of  Clarion,  died  some  years 
ago,  honored  and  respected.  T. 
Roth  was  killed  by  the  premature  ■ 
explosion  of  a  cannon  on  the  4th  of 
July  1854. 

Threshing  machines  were  made 
in  the  town  by  Joseph  Doyle.  A  j 
tannery  was  also  operated  by  Sami. 
Hall,  now  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A  grist  mill  was  operated  in  con- 
;  nection  with  the  foundry  and  is 


I  said  to  have  been  the  fastest  grind¬ 
ing  machine  in  this  section  of  the 
county. 

One  of  the  present  residents  of 
the  town  states  that  he  has  seen  it 

grinding  rye  at  the  rate  of  a  bushel 
a  minute  or  sixty  bushels  an  hour 
Among  some  of  the  prominent 
men  that  have  been  born  and  reared 
m  the  village  are  Judge  Wilson  who 
:  served  the  county  faithfully  on  the 
|  bench,  now  deceased,  S.  Win  Wil¬ 
son  of  S.  Win  &  Fd.  Wilson  exten¬ 
sive  lumbermen  and  builders  of 

b°?^eiTTCIarion;  Frank>  Homer 
and  Will  Keatly,  W.  Day  Wilson 
now  of  Clarion,  Ridge  Strattan,  Dr.’ 

tt  now  in  tke  sefvice  of  the 

United  States  Government 

Another  of  its  citizens  Vho  attain- 
ed  prominence  bein'-  i  f  attam 
W  A  i  6  the  late  George 
W  Arnold;  late  President  of  the 

ri-o,  relational  Bank  of  Clarion. 

Among  the  older  settlers  of  the 
town  is  R.  Rulofson.  He  having 
Come  to  Strattanville  in  1 858  this  was  ' 
the  commencement  Ctmore  industry 
and  enterprise  for  the  piace 
Associating  with  himself  other  men 
of  means,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Marvin,  Rulofson  &  Co.,  they  built 

large  saw  mills  and  commenced  the 

manufacture  of  finished  lumber  and 
boats.  Having  purchased  large 
tracts  of  timber  land;  they  have 
constantly  kept  their  mills  in 
operation  for  nearly  thirty-nine 

mil1  is  situated  on 
Mill  Creek,  a  couple  of  milles  dis- 

tant  but  many  of  the  hands  live  in 
the  town  and  practically  the  in¬ 
dustry  may  be  called  a  part  of  the 
place. 

Many  incidents  in  the  career  of 
Mr.  Rulofson  are  worthy  of  note 
and  would  be  read  with  universal 
interest,  but  as  we  hope  to  publish 
an  extended  history^of  the  wonder- 
fully  preserved  gentleman  later  we 
will  omit  them  in  this  article. 

.  Tke  town  being  on  the  pike  lead¬ 
ing  from  Brookville,  in  Jefferson 
county,  to  Franklin  in  Venango 
j  count}  ,  became  a  convenient  rest- 
ing  place  for  travelers  and  teamsters. 

The  goods  brought  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Strattanville,  were  hauled  j 
in  conestogo  wagons  drawn  by  six ; 


horses  all  the  way  from  Philadel¬ 
phia,  and  returned  over  the  moun¬ 
tains  loaded  with  flax,  clover  seeds 
rags  and  deer  and  bear  skins  The 
only  stores  between  Brookville  and 
Franklin  were  the  one  at  Strattan¬ 
ville  and  the  one  kept  by  Richard 
Shippen,  of Shippenville,  of  which 
mention  has  already  been  made  in 
a  previous  article. 

Strattanville  may  well  claim  to 
be  the  oldest  town  in  the  county  as 
it  was  in  existence  eleven  years 
before  the  county  of  Clarion  was 
formed,  previously  being  in  Arm¬ 
strong  county.  Rimersburg  claims 
to  be  older  but  we  believe  the  point 
is  disputed.  Until  Clarion  town 
became  fully  settled,  Strattanville 
did  the  largest  business  in  the 
county,  and  it  has  been  said  had  it 
not  been  for  the  death  of  some 

of  its  prominent  men  of  early  days 
it  would  have  continued  to  rival 
'Clarion  much  longer  than  it  did. 

Another  amusing  incident,  that 
some  of  the  older  inhabitants  may 
remember,  was  related  as  follows: 

About  forty-five  years  ago,  John 
Burkholder,  one  ot  the  popular  men 
of  his  day,  ran  for  the  office  of  Jus-  j 
jtice  of  the  Peace.  He  had  a  strong 
opponent  against  him  and  only  re-  j 
ceived  fifteen  votes.  After  the  re¬ 
sult  was  declared,  he  invited  the 
aforesaid  fifteen  voters  to  partake 
of  an  oyster  supper  with  him. 
When  the  time  arrived  several  of 
the  other  free  men  and  voters  of  the 
town  were  present,  but  were  in¬ 
formed  that  they  had  not  voted  for 
Mr.  Burkholder  and  could  not  par¬ 
take  of  any  oysters.  The  supper 
was  a  pleasant  one  and  enjoyed  by 
the  supporters.  Mr.  Burkholder 
expressed  his  gratitude  to  them  and 
remarked  that  he  was  pleased  to  I 
know  just  how  many  friends  he  had  ! 
in  town.  Later  he  was  elected  to 
the  above  office  by  a  large  majority 
Judge  J.  W.  West,  as  he  was  called, 
brother  of  T.  W.  West,  editor  of 
the  National ,  of  Fdenburg,  but  now 


Chicago,  was  one  of  the  guests 
it  the  supper.  Mr.  West  was  a 
tinner  by  trade,  but  on  leaving 
Strattanville,  became  a  real  estate 
agent  in  Pittsburg.  . 

Among  the  men  prominently 
identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
town,  is  A.  B.  Furman.  He  has 
been  prominently  connected  with 
the  business,  social  and  religious 
features  of  the  place  since  1855- 
He  followed  mechanical  pursuits 
all  his  life.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  built  all  the  threshing  machines 
that  were  used  in  the  surrounding 
county.  He  also  followed  the 
blacksmiths  trade  and  in  1868  pro¬ 
cured  patents  on  plows  which  it  is 
said  became  of  great  value  to  the 
farming  community.  It  is  claimed 
by  many,  that  his  improvement  on 
plows,  was  one  of  the  greatest  dis¬ 
coveries  ever  known.  For  the  past 
fifteen  years  he  has  been  connected 
with  saw  mills  as  superintendent, 
having  in  charge  some  of  the  largest 
mills  in  Clarion  and  Jefferson  coun¬ 
ties.  In  1859  he  married  Miss 
Anna  Bowry,  daughter  of  John 
Bo  wry.  One  of  his  sons,  -H.  C. 
Furman,  is  at  present  Page  in  the 
Senate  of  this  state,  and  another, 
Samuel  K.,  is  in  the  mail  service 
and  resides  with  his  family  in  Har¬ 
risburg,  Pa. 

The  town  of  Strattanville,  has 
had  its  ups  and  downs  and  has 
weathered  the  storms  of  nearly 
ninety  years,  and  to-day  is  a  pleas¬ 
ant,  solid  town. 

STRATTANVIRTR  OF  TO-DAY 

The  main  portion  of  the  town  lies 
along  the  Brookville  and  Clarion 
pike.  Its  population  is  composed 
generally  of  old  time  residents  and 
not  a  floating  kind.  Men  and  \ 
women,  many  of  them  born  and 
reared  within  the  limits  of  the 


borough  lines  afid  they  are  people  I 
who  believe  in  their  town,  >  some- 
thing  that  many  towns  in  this  part 
of  the  state  cannot  boast  of. 

Among  the  business  men  of  the 
town  are:  Dr.  C.  B.  Strattan, 
general  merchant,  J.  P.  Jones  & 
Son,  also  carry  a  line  of  merchan¬ 
dise  suitable  to  the  county  trade. 
C.  C.  Fulton  conducts  the  furniture 
business  of  the  town  and  also  deals 
in  groceries.  Mrs.  Hurley  is  the 
milliner  but  she  also  sells  groceries 
as  well  as  trim  bonnets  and  hats. 
Cal.  Basin  has  charge  of  the  only 
feed  store  in  town.  Wm.  Bove  and 
A.  B.  Furman  are  the  blacksmiths. 

J.  B.  Smith  and  J.  F]  Courson  are 
shoemakers.  Mr.  Courson  is  also 

the  harness  maker,  J.  W.  Crooks  is 
also  a  shoe  maker  but  at  present  in 
charge  of  the  Jones  House  barn  in 
Clarion,  and  his  business  interest  in 
Strattanville  is  taken  care  of  by 
Wm.  Holmes. 

The  town  has  a  graded  school  of 
two  rooms.  The  old  building  was 
j  remodeled  and  rebuilt  about  five 
years  ago  and  the  present  structure 
is  comfortable,  commodious  and 
modern. 

One  thing  may  be  said  in  favor 
of  Strattanville,  and  that  is,  that 
the  people  are  alive  to  the  necessity 
of  education  and  the  schools  of'  the 
town  are  looked  after  by  all  the 
people  and  some  of  the  best  men  are 
always  elected  to  the  important  of-  I 
fice  of  school  director. 

The  present  school  board  consists 
of  J.  C.  Strattan,  president;  J.  W.  i 
j  Jones,  secretary;  J.  D.  Smith,  treas-  1 
furer  and  B.  F.  Hurley,  S.  J.  Wil- 
son  and  A.  B.  Furman,  directors. 

J.  P.  Jones,  Jr.,  was  principal  last  j 
winter  and  Merrell  Corbett,  assis- 
tant.  1 

There  are  two  churches  in  the  j 
town,  the  Methodist  and  Baptist.  || 


The  former  church  is  in  charge  of 
Rev.  Zellers,  the  latter  Rev.  Clay- 
pool.  There  is  also  a  Free  Metho¬ 
dist  church  in  the  borough  undei 
the  supervision  of  Rev.  McClellan. 

There  is  one  large  fine  lodge 
room  in  the  town  belonging  to  the 
Odd  Fellows  and  is  situated  on  the 
Main  street 

There  are  two  secret  socities  in 
the  town,  Lhe  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  Rodge  No.  505.  W. 
C.  Neill  is  Secretary.  Also  Major 
Wetter  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  391. 

The  town  has  two  hotels,  the 
Hotel  O’Neill,  presided  over  by 
George  O’Neill,  and  the  Traveler’s 
Inn,  kept  by  W.  W.  Young. 

The  town  is  supolied  with  plen¬ 
ty  of  natural  gas  obtained  from  a 
well  located  one  mile  distant.  It  is 
controlled|by  a  home  company,  of 
which  ’R.  Rulofson  is  President ; 
J.  C.  Strattan,  secretary,  Rewis 
Streng,  Treasurer,  and  G.  T.  O’¬ 
Neill,  H.  F.  Strattan,  R.  Rulofson, 
Rewis  Streng,  J.  W.  Jones  and  S. 
A.  Kisenman,  directors.  The  gas 
has  only  recently  been  piped  to  the 
town,  and  was  put  in  the  dwellings 
in  a  thorough  manner  by  R.  B. 
Thomas,  of  Clarion. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained 
from  wells  and  is  pure,  cool  and 
clear. 

The  Clarion  Assembly  Grounds 
is  situated  about  one  mile  from  the 
town  and  may  almost  be  considered 
a  part  of  it.  The  grounds  are  large, 
well  shaded,  handsomely  laid  out, 
with  large  and  convenient  build¬ 
ings  and  one  of  the  finest  springs 
of  water  in  the  State. 

The  official  board  of  borough 
officers  at  present  is  as  follows : 
burgess,  C.  C.  Fulton,  treasurer, 
Wm.  Rove,  secretary,  J.  C.  Strat¬ 
tan,  with  W.  R.  Rulofson,  W.  W. 
Young,  G.  T.  O’Neill,  B.  B.  Fer- 


[gtfson ,  J.  D.  Smith  and  J.  L.  John¬ 
ston,  councilmen.  The  system  of 
government  is  excellent. 

J.  D.  Smith  is  Justice  of  the 
the  Peace  and  carefully  attends  to 
i  the  legal  business  of  the  town.  He 
is  also  the  gardner  of  the  place ;  and 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the 
State,  always  having  the  earliest 
'  vegetables  in  the  county. 

The  large  saw  mills  and  boat 
yards  of  Marvin,  Rulofson  &  Co. , 
of  near  Strattanville,  employ  a  large 
number  of  men  who  are  residents  of 
the  town. 

_Xhe  borough  gives  a  Republican 
majority.  . 

C.  C.  Fulton  is  postmaster,  re¬ 
ceiving  and  delivering  two  mails 
daily. 

The  resident  population  are  in¬ 
dustrious,  enterprising  and  thrifty, 
the  residences  solid  and  substantial 
and  some  elegant,  its  stores  are 
well  filled,  its  merchants  accommo¬ 
dating,  its  hotels  good,  its  people 
cordial.  What  more  could  you 
want  of  any  town  ? 

In  closing  our  article  on  Strattan¬ 
ville,  we  deaire  to  acknowledge  the 
courtesy  and  kindness  of  Dr.  C.  B. 
Strattan  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  two 
of  the  most  progressive  men  of  the 
place . 

Greenville.  J 

Standing  quietly  in  a  beautiful  val- 1 
ley,  protected  on  all  sides  by  tower¬ 
ing  hills  with  its  feet  bathed  by  the 
waters  of  Big  Piney  Creek,  is  the 
picturesque,  old  town  of  Greenville. 
Some  time  in  the  early  part  of  the 
first  twenty  years,  following  eigh¬ 
teen-hundred,  John  Sloan,  attracted 
by  the  beautiful  location  and  fertile 
soil,  located  and  purchased  the  land 
on  which  the  town  of  Greenville 
rests. 

A  grist  mill  was  built  on  John 


s  farm  which  at  that  time  is 
o  have  been  the  best  in  Clar- 
county.  It  was  erected  by  a 
Mr.  Evans,  who  was  considered  at 
that  time  to  be  the  father  of  mill¬ 
wrights  and  his  reputation  as  a 
maker  of  grist  mills  had  much  to 
do  with  the  popularity  of  the  indus¬ 
try,  The  location  of  this  mill  seems 
to  have  been  an  attraction  for  set¬ 
tlors  who  soon  began  to  locate 
around  the  busy  grinding  stones 
•f  the  mill. 

Among  the  early  settlers  who 
'fitewed  the  logs  and  made  rude  but 
©omfortable  houses,  without  the 
luxury  of  the  present  day  but  with 
the  happiness  and  content  pro¬ 
duced  by  honest  toil  and  industry, 
were  John  Sloan,  Samuel  Craig  and 
Jbseph  Smith. 

The  first  citizen  in  the  county  to 
engage  in  the  mercantile  business 
ip  the  place  was  Charles  Evans, 
'#ho  came  from  Philadelphia  ■orig¬ 
inally.  Mr.  Evans,  was  dm  the 
legislature  of  the  state  when  the 
county  of  Clarion  was  formed  and 
•afterwards  one  of  the  county's  As¬ 
sociate  judges.  When  Mr.  Evans 
-came  from  Philadelphia,  he  brought 
with  him  Thomas  R.  Patton,  who 
•clerked  for  him  for  some  years  and 
'then  succeeded  him  an  the  business 
of  keeping  store.  Next  came  fm . 
Ifcowry,  who  was  followed  in  .regu¬ 
lar  order  by  The  Limestone  Furnace 
‘Company,  Reiffenbereick,  -Ketly 

Jones,  Isaac  Jones  ,&  .Son’s, 
Jones  &  Brinker,  Jones  &  Johnson, 
and  J.  B.  Jones,  now  of  Corsica. 
In  1850  W.  Craig  Son  opened  a 
‘Store  where  Q.  A.  Craig  mow  fees 
business  and  the  line  <dF  merchan¬ 
dise  has  been  carried  nasi  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Craig  family  until  tthe 
present  day. 

Among  other  early  enterprises  .in 


vvc  ona  tDfi&t  Sam  util 

^  purchased  the  plant  of  a  man 
who ‘tanned  a  few  hides  and  en- 
•  ged  .it  to  an  extensive  tannery 
A  second  tannery  was  alls®  operated 
«  the  place.  Mr.  Smift,  lather  of 
Chrjsostom  Smith,  who  stm  resides 
m  the  village,  had  a  shoe  shop  and 
made  and  mended  the  boots  and 
shoes  of  the  people  of  that  section 
Mr.  Hindman  had  a  tailor  shop.’ 
There  were  two  furniture  stores,  ox 

cabinet  makers,  Wm.  Jackson  was 

one  and  Williams  the  other;  Havid 
Johnson  was  the  wagon  maker. 
John  P.  McGinity  was  one  of  the 
blacksmiths,  mxd  a  german  whose 
same  seems  to  have  been  forgotten 
was  the  .other.  Gjllis  Doty  made 
and  repaired  harness. 

There  were  two  hotels  in  the 
town  one  of  which  still  stands,  with 
its  windows  gone  and  plainly  show. 

Hig  the  marks  of  time,  it  still  ex 
Inbits  its  sign  of  Hotel,  Of  the  two 
averns  that  flourished  in  the  olden 

-tTeVaS?^SPeak°f  thePast,  as 
timeS’"  one  was  kept 
y  Mr.  Lowry  and  the  other  by  Mr. 

Bell.  No  doubt  the  dinner  bell  at 
is  hostelry  has  often  rang  out  the 
welcome  sounds  to  the  hungry 
that  bjs  n^al  was  read 

i  Vacant  is  the  Hiouse  and  desolate 
1 2°°k mS,  but  the  memory  of  some 
of  the  older  citizens  still  goes  back 
to  many  pleasant  hours  spent  under 
its  hospitable  roof.  What  place  in 
any  of  the  older  towns  lingers  more 
pleasantly  in  the  minds  of  the  older 

residents  4.-L.  ■* , 


s  residents,  than  the  old  taverns 
.  wherein  the  glasses  have  jingled’ 
the  country  dance  has  gone  on,  the 
politics  of  the  state  and  nation  been 
discussed  and  religion  debated.  The 
old  tavern  of  their  boyhood  days 
will  never  lade  from  memory  as 
long  as  it  lasts. 

There  I  was  also  a  foundry  in 


operation  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek,  below  the  lower  bridge, 
and  a  woolen  mill  owned  by  Harley 
Bros.  Wm.  Travis  kept  a  clothing 
store. 

The  first  school  house  in  the 
town  was  built  by  subscription  and 
was  not  only  used  for  education, 
but  also  as  a  place  of  worship  by 
all  denominations  and  contained  a 
pulpit  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
different  ministers.  Messrs.  Sam¬ 
uel  Craig,  John  Thom  and  Thomas 
R.  Patton,  were  the  committee  who 
arrangedTor  the  'subscription  and 
attended  to  the  erection  of  the 
building. 

When  the  first  public  school  was 
(  erected  in  1852,  there  were  one  hun¬ 
dred  in  attendance,  &nd  among  the 
early'teachers  was  Mr.  J.  W.  Speer 
fatheriof  Dr.  ft.®.  Speer,  the  phy* 
sician  of  the  town  at  the  present 
day.  Mr.  Speer  taught  in  the 
schools  of  -the  ‘county  for  forty 
years,  and  has  the  honor  of  being- 
one  of  the  oldest  teachers  in  the 
county,  as  far  as  years  of  service  ge 
He  holds>  permanent  certificate. 

The  Baptist  •denomination  were 
the  first  to  erects  building  of  pub¬ 
lic  worship,  which  was  built  about 
1848.  Rev.  Thomas  E.  Thomas 
was  its  first  pastor.  The  second 
j  church  was  the. Presbyterian  in  $858 
,  Dr.  J.  S.  Elder,  -the  beloved  pastor 
of  all  the  county,  was  the  rSrst 
minister  in  charge,  and  Rev.  Rob¬ 
inson,  mow  pf  Clarion,  its  .last 
Then  came  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church  sometime  in  the  seven¬ 
ties.  The  Free  Methodist  -church 
was  built  in  *8.94  and  Rev.  E.  W. 
McClelland  dtp  pastor. 

Some  of  the  older  residents  rdkte 
an  incident,  that  at  the  time  <of  its 
occurrence  eajused.  much  excitement 
m  tlie  ordinarily  quiet  place.  There 
was  a  veterank  .the  Revolutionary 


war  living  across  the  creek,  Jehn 
Brown  by  name,  who  led  a  quiet 
rand  rather  .secluded  life.  A  report 
Ifcad  been  circulated  that  he  had 
some  money  secreted  in  his  house. 
Qae  dark  night  Me  house  was  en¬ 
tered  by  some  men  and  he  was 
bound  and  gagged,  the  premises 
searched,  but  nothing  of  value 
found!.  The  rascals  twere  never  dis¬ 
covered  or  the  outrage  punished. 

•  Several  robberies  <®f  stores  also 
occurred  in  the  town.  Prominent 
among  the  places  visited  by  those 
whose  deeds  are  evil,  was  the  store 
of  Q.  A.  Craig.  One  0/  the  bur¬ 
glars  were  caught  and  convicted; 
the  others  all  escaped. 

The  first  post  office  in  the  town¬ 
ship  was  called  Eimestone,  and  it 
was  situated  on  the  farm  of  P.  K. 
Eaker.  James  Sloan  was  the  post 
master. 

Washington,  Eimestone,  and 
Monroe  furnaces  being  located  near 
the  place,  the  hands  from  all  of 
them  came  to  Greenville  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the 
luxuries  as  well-including  whis¬ 
key.  One  of  the  hotel  keepers 
used  to  say  that  if  he  did  not  sell  a 
barrel  ot  wnisney  on  Saturday 
night  it  was  a  dull  ending  of  the 
week. 

It  is  also  stated  that  at  one  time 
Greenville  did  more  business  than 
any  other  town  in  Clarion  county, 
as  it  was  a  central  point  for  trading 
and  supplies.  New  Bethlehem  at 
that  day  was  a  small  place,  and 
many  of  the  farmers  of  that  section 
came  to  Greenville  to  trade.  The 
business  was  principally  done  on 
(credit.  Though  the  population 
was  in  one  sense  a  floating  one,  the 
people  were  honest  and  very  little 
money  was  lost.  One  ot  the  old- ' 

I  time  merchants  stated  that  before  ’ 

|  the  war  the  people  were  honesty  as 
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far  as  their  pledged  word  was  con- 

j  cerned ;  but  after  the  war  they 
seemed  to  have  less  regard  fpr  their 
honor,  and  frequently  failed  to 
meet  their  obligations. 

greenvieee  of  to-day. 

The  town  of  the  present  contains 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  per¬ 
sons.  The  people  of  the  town  lead 
a  quiet,  unostentatious  life,  being 
contented  with  the  world’s  goods 
given  them  and  at  peace  with  their 
neighbors. 

Among  the  business  interests  of 
the  town  of  this  year  of  our  Lord, 
1897,  we  find  Q.  A.  Craig  a  lead" 
ing  merchant,  handling  a  line  of 
goods  adapted  to  that  part  of  the 
country.  Mf.  Craig  is  also  post¬ 
master.  J.  P.  Miles  has  the  other 
general  store  of  the  town,  and  is  a 
very  accommodating  man  to  do 
business  with. 

The  large  flouring  mill  of  Messrs. 
W.  T.  Craig  &  Son  is  one  of  the 
best  grist  mills  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  and  their  product  finds  sale 
In  numerous  towns  in  all  parts  of 
the  county.  The  mill  contains 
•the  latest  and  most  complete 
machinery,  and  the  millers  in 
•charge  are  of  the  highest  class. 

The  L,imesto®e  Creamery  is  an 
industry  that  the  citizens  of  Green¬ 
ville  are  proud  of  and  justly  so.  In 
1894  some  of  the  prominent  men  of 
the  township  formed  themselves 
into  a  company  for  the  purpose  of 
making  butter  and  assisting  the 
farmers  of  the  vicinity  to  improve 
/  their  ’ land  and  dispose  of  their  milk. 
Since  the  start  three  years  ago  the 
demand  for  their  butter  has  always 
exceeded  the  supply,  and  the  first 
complaiatPas  to  its  quality  has  yet 
to  be  received. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  amount 
manufactured  it  will  only  be  neces- 


■  ■ 

•4, 

sary  to  mention  the  fact  that  from] 
June  of  t®96  to  June  of  1897,  they] 
made  and  sold  55,773  pounds  of 
butter.  Supposing  each  pound  of 
butter  to  require  19  pounds  of  milk 
to  make  r!;,  they  used  during  the 
year  mentioned  1,059,707  pounds 
of  milk,  which  was  the  product  of 
82  farms.  Their  capacity  is  1,000 
pounds  oDbutter  daily.  They  ship 
to  Kane,  JohUsonburg,  DuBois, 
Pittsburgh! d  other  points.  O.  J. 
Hepler  is  the  experienced  butter 
maker,  and  he  is  an  adept  an  the 
business  :as  we  can  personally 
vouch  for,  -after  sampling  has  but¬ 
ter.  The  .officers  of  the  Creamery 
are :  President,  W.  T.  Craig; 

Secretary,  C.  F.  Orr;  Treasurer, 
Q-  A.  Craig. 

There  are  two  hotels  in  the  town, 
one  kept  by  Q.  Jf.  Hepler,  and  the. 

I  other  by  Mrs.  M.  McCormick,  I 
both  excellent  stopping  places  for  j 
man  and  beast. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Speer  is  the  capable 
and  popular  physician  of  the  town 
and  vicinity,  his  practice  being  de- 
servediy  large. 

The  O.  U.  A.  M.  have  a  success¬ 
ful  organization  in  the  town. 

The  Baptist  church  has  for  its 
pastor,  Rev.  Geo.  Ballentine;  the 
Presbyterian,  at  present  vacant; 
the  Methodist,  Rev.  Zellers,  and 
the  Free  Methodist,  Rev.  F.  W. 
McClelland.  The  town  h^s  a  good 
public  school. 

There  is  a  spring  of  water  as  you 

enter  the  town  from  Clarion  that  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  United) 

States,  both  for  volume  and  pure, 
cold  water. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Craig,  is  the  assistant 
of  his  father,  Q.  A.  Craig,  in  his  j 
-  large  business,  and  a  young  gentle-  I 
man  of  polished  manners  and  ac¬ 
commodating  disposition. 

Greenville  is  not  without  pros¬ 
pects  for  greater  things.  The  pro-  j 


:  posed  electric  railroad  from'  Clarion 
|  to  New  Bethlehem  must  pass 
through  the  town,  and  the  proposed 
park  to  be  located  midway  on  the 
new  line  will  be  near  that  place, 
j  This  with  its  creamery,  mill,  and 
the  fine  farming  country  surround¬ 
ing  the  place,  gives  hope  that  it 
may  soon  enjoy  a  new  and  larger 
lease  of  life  than  it  has  yet  expe¬ 
rienced. 

In  closing  this  part  of  Clarion 
County  history,  we  desire  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  courtesy  and  valu¬ 
able  assistance  rendered  by  Messrs. 
J-  W.  Speer,  W.  T.  Craig  and  T. 
Patton.  Also  with  the  sincere  wish 
that  Greenville  may  live  long  and 
prosper.  • 

.  — - - 1— - - - . -  Ji 

Fryburg.  j 

The  name  seems  to  give  you  an 
ftg  idea  of  the  class  of  people  who  set¬ 
tled  it  as  well  as  the  Nationality 
that  inhabit  it  to  this  day — name¬ 
ly.  German.  It  seems  that  in  1815, 
when  George  Kapp  and  Christian 
Hen-ton  located  on  and  near  where 
the  town  now  stands,  that  the  land 
was  within  the  boundaries  of  Pine 
Grove  township,  Venango  Co.,  ancl 
that  it  was  not  until  1843,  that  Wash 
ington  township  was  formed  from 
Pine  Grove,  Elk  and  Farmington. 
George  Kapp  was  a  native  of  Fan- 
caster  county,  this  State,  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Hentou,  of  France.  John  Seig- 
worth  was  also  one  of  the  families 
that  came  in  the'  party.  They 
stopped  at  Helen  Furnace  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows 
from  Alex.  McNaughton.  Of  the 
three  log  houses  built  to  accommo 
date  these  pioneers  and  their  fami¬ 
lies,  Mr.  Kapp’s  was  the  first  one 
erected  and  this  property  was  part 
of  the  present  town  of  Fry  burg.  It 
is  said  of  George  Kapp  that  he  w^as 
J  extremely  hospital  to  all  emigrants 


r^Fo  Fame'  Ins  way,  entertaining 

them  at  his  home  as  long  as  they 
desired  to  remain. 

The  Cornplanter  tribe  of  Indians 
were  regularaly  represented  every 
winter  by  some  of  the  hunters  of 
the  tribe  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
people,  but  fortunately  were  of  a 
friendly  disposition  and  gave  very 
little  trouble.  They  exchanged 
game  for  bread  and  vegetables. 

1  They  had  dogs,  guns  and  afnunition 
and  being  good  shots  were  well 
supplied  with  game  while  they  had 
all  the  fish  desired. 

On  August  9th  1820  Jacob  Fis- 
enrnan  with  his  family  consisting  of 
wife  and  five  children  arrived  in  this 
country  from  Germany.  They  had 
all  their  belongings  with  them  as 
well  as  a  wagon  on  board  the  ship 
when  they  landed,  After  spending 
J  a  short  time  with  an  old  friend, 
James  Dougherty,  in  Philadelphia, 
a  horse  was  purchased  and  the  fam¬ 
ily  took  their  westward  journey 
across  the  mountain  wilderness  and 
on  November,  14th,  1820  arrived 
and  located  where  Jimtown  now 
is,  just  below  Fryburg.  One  inci¬ 
dent  in  the  journey  caused  the  par- ' 
ty  a  good  deal  of  excitement. 

One  afternoon,  Mrs.  Fisenman  ' 
with  the  voungest  son  and  oldest  : 
daughter  Frances,  now  Grandmoth-  • 

-  er  Ditz,  started  on  ahead  in  the 
hope  of  finding  some  settler’s  cabin  I 
where  they  could  stay  for  the  night.  j 
Not  finding  any  place  they  started 
back  to  find  the  rest  of  the  family, 
but  feai  ing  to  go  farther  as  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  becoming  lost,  was  great, 
gave  up  the  hunt  and  spent  the 
night  on  a  log,  being  kept  awake 
the  most  of  the  night  by  the  cries  of 
wild  animals.  I11  tlielmorning  they 
were  found  and  the  family  reunited. 
After  locating,  Mr.  Fisenman  pur- 
J  chased  184  acres  of  land  and  used  an 


abandoned  hunters  cabin  to  winter 
in.  In  the  spring  he  built  a  log 
house  part  of  which  is  now  stand¬ 
ing.  They  cleared  and  cultivated 
the  land.  Two  years  later  they 
built  a  substantial  barn  that  has  for 
the  past  seventy-five  years  been 
used  for  a  store-house  of  grain  and 
feed  for  their  stock.  He  also  plant¬ 
ed  an  orchard,  some  of  the  trees 
still  bear  fruit. 

The  Eisenman  family  were  the 
first  settlers  belonging  to  the  Cath¬ 
olic  Church  that  came  to  what  is 
now  Washington  township.  They 
tried  to  have  other  families  of  the 
same  faith  locate  in  the  neighbor 

teg? 

[without  any  priest.  As  other  cath- 
i  olics  located,  Mr.  Eisenman’s  house  ' 

I  was  used  as  a.  place  of  worship  and 
qi  Sunday  afternoons  they  sang  the 
Vespers.  John  Eisenman  died  Feb. 
28th  1862,  being  S3  years  of  age. 
His  wife  died  the  same  year,  aged 
So  years. 

On  May  28,  1825.  John  Ditz  with 
|  his  wife,  and  six  children  landed  at 
New  York,  from  Germany  atter  a 
!  seven  weeks  trip  on  the  ocean 
I  This  family  also  brought  their  own 
wagon  from  the  old  country.  After 
!  a  rest  of  ten  days  in  New  York, 
jthey  started  their  wagon,  pointing 
westward.  The  route  was  first  to 
Harrisburg  then  to  the  Somerset 
pike  where  they  succeeded  in  find- 
ling  Mr.  Eisenman’s  address,  thence 
through  Greensburg,  Freeport  and 
Watersons  Ferry  to  their  friend  Ja¬ 
cob  Eisenman.  Their  long  trip 
through  an  uninhabited  wilderness, 
except  bjr  wild  beasts  was  unevent¬ 
ful,  but  tedious.  Arriving  Oct.  4, 


1 1825,  they  were  joyously  welcomed 
i  b3r  their  friends  and  all  lived  to¬ 
gether  during  the  winter.  In  the 
following  Spring  the  Ditz  family 


)  purchased  a  farm  and  built  a  house. 
The  sons  helped  'the  father  clear 
and  pay  for  the  land  then  left  to 
make  their  own  living.  Ferdinand 
the  oldest  wanted  the  hundred 
acres  adjoining  his  fathers  and  Mr. 
Eisenman’s  property  and  the  laud 
on  which  the  principal  part  of  Fry- 
!  burg  now  stands. 

One  morning,  bright  and  early, 

|  Ferdinand,  with  only  five  dollars 
1  in  his  pocket,  started  to  walk  to 
Lancaster  across  the  mountains  to 
purchase  his  land.  It  seems  there 
!  was  another  young  man  who  want¬ 
ed  the  same  property,  and  he  also 
started  the  same  day  for  the  same 
destination  for  the  -  same  purpose, 
only  he  was  mounted  on  horseback. 

Ferdinand  however,  arrived  first 
and  paid  one  dollar  to  bind  the 
agreement  and  came  home  triumph¬ 
ant  with  some  of  the  five  dollars 
3Tet  remaining.  How  mam’-  of  the 
present  generation  could  go  from 
Fryburg  to  Lancaster  and  back  now 
with  the  same  amount  of  money 
and  not  spejid  it  all.  The  land  was 
purchased  from  a  Christian  Martin, 
for  the  sum  of  $265.  - 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
the  original  document  last  week,  it 
is  about  two  feet  square,  and  filled 
with  writing  and  acknowledgments. 
The  deed  bears  the  marks  of  the 
printer,  W.  C.  Snryth,  York.  It 
is  dated  September,  19th,  1834. 

During  the  interval  of  buying  and 
paying  for  the  land  he  worked  at 
Blacks  Furnace,  near  Shippenville. 
Hemarried  Frances  Eisenman,  eld¬ 
est  daughter  of  Jacob  Eisenman, 
April  9th,  1834  and  it  was  the  first 
Catholic  wadding  in  the  township. 
Rev.  Father  Maskulet,  performed 
the  ceremony.  Mrs.  Ditz  still  sur¬ 
vives  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
He  built  a  house  and  with  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  his  wife,  prospered  and  be- 


j  came  wealthy.  ' 

[  He  was  a  man  devoted  to  his 
|  church  and  rode  to  St.  Mary’s 
eighty  miles  to  procure  the  services 
of  an  instructor  for  the .  catholic 
'  children  of  the  neighborhood.  He 
|  brought  back  with  him  Magdelina 
Buchard,  who  afterwards  died  and 
v  was  buried  among  her  pupils  who 
had  preceeded  her.  He  also  be¬ 
came  interested  in  a  bright  young 
man,  Anton  Kuhls,  and  had  him 
J  educated  for  the  Priesthood  at  St. 
Vincents  College  and  he  is  to-day 
in  charge  of  a  large  congregation  at 

Leavenworth  Kansas.  When  St. 
j  Michels  church  was  commenced  lie 

1 1  subscribed  one  thousand  dollars  to¬ 
wards  its  erection.  He  died  sudden¬ 
ly  of  heart  disease  in  the  church 
his  wealth  had  helped  to  build. 

His  iuneral  was  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  ever  held  in  the  township  and 
;  tbe  Priests  from  all  the  surround- 
|  big  churches  assisted  in  his  burial. 

In  1848  Ferdinand  Ditz  had  a 
plot  of  the  town  made  and  sold  the 
I  lots.  When  a  name  for  the  place 
was  to  be  selected  several  names 
were  proposed  and  to  settle  the 
matter  it  was  decidecUo  vote  on  it. 
The  principal  names  suggested  be- ! 
ing  Kappstein  and  Fryburg,  the ! 
later  having  the  majority  the  place 
has  been  so  called  ever  since. 

It  is  said  that  John  Markley  built 
^  the  first  house  in  the  village  and 
that  he  was  followed  by  a  Mr.  Key- 
ler •  The  first  store  in  town  belong¬ 
ed  to  Simon  Ullrnau.  Ditz’s  hotel 
was  built  and  operated  by  Ferdin- 
!  and  Ditz  in  1849.  This  building 
was  destroyed  thirty  years  later  and 
,  replaced  by  a  fine  brick  building. 
When  Mr.  Ditz  commenced  to  re¬ 
build,  some  of  his  neighbors  would 
have  discouraged  him,  but  he  held 
to  the  belief  that  a  good  landlord  J 
could  do  much  good  and  continued  ' 


!  the  erection. 

The  Weaver  house  was  kept  by  j 
.  John  Weaver.  Geo.  Strobler  Built  | 
the  Strobler  hotel  and  was  landlord,  I 
This  house  was  afterwards  called  5 
the  Eisenman  House,  which  name  | 
rt  bears  to-day.  Patrick  Graham  | 
land  I.  Graham  dealt  in  merchan-1 
|di  se.  Peter  Smith  was  another1 
veteran  merchant.  Paul  Sternest 
had  a  general  store.  Squier  Faller  j 
j aIso  did  business.  J.  E.  Grable  j 
was  a  tailor,  also  J.  M.  Murphy. 

C.  W.  France  was  one  of  the  old  ! 
time  doctors  of  the  place.  In  i860' 

(  J.  W.  Detar  built  a  foundry  which 
he  has  managed  ever  since.  Mr. 
Eetar  assisted  by  Miles  Eisenman’, 
went  to  the  woods  and  cut  and 

hewed  the  timber  to  build  the  foun- 1 
dry. 

A  grist  mill  was  owned  by  Max 
Fletcher,  Jacob  Fasenmyer  and 
I  Frank  Fletcher.  In  i86r,  they! 

I  turned  part  of  this  mill  into  a  dis- 
tillery  and  it  was  known  as  the 
Fletcher  distillery.  Barney  Fletch-  j 
er  changed  a  two  and  one  half  story  I 
house  into  a  grist  mill  and  it  even¬ 
tually  developed  into  the  extensivre 
Fryburg  Roller  mill  of  to-day. 

The  fix st  church  to  be  erected  j 
in  the  neighborhood  was  a  Catho- | 
lie  log  church  which  was  built  in  ! 
1836.  It  was  some  years  after  re- 1 
placed  by  a  frame  building  and  in 
1889  the  elegant  stone  church  was  : 
finished. 

I 

The  Protestant  denominations 
used  a  church  one  mile  from  Fry-  i 
j  burg.  Afterwards  one  was  built  in  ' 
l  Fryburg. 

j  At  an  early  day  a  Parochial,1 
school  was  started  which  is  still! 
continued.  The  other  school  was  i 
the  country  district  school. 

At  one  Rev.  Kohl  preached  in 
Kapp’s  barn  to  interested  and  de-  j 
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_.ed  worshipers. 

Fryburg  or  to-day. 

The  state  road  runs  through  the 
town,  north  and  south.  The  place 
is  built  on  the  side  of  the  hill  the 
main  street  as  you  enter  from  Clar¬ 
ion  being  up  hill  all  the  way , 

The  town  looks  as  though  its  in¬ 
habitants  were  a  contented  set  of 
people  and  like  most  all  the  Ger¬ 
man  settlements  is  composed  of 
steady  going,  honest,  industrious, 
thrifty  people. 

ThatFryburg  contains  a  good 
deal  of^wealth,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  "*  That  its  people  are  hospit¬ 
able  has  been  proved  time  and 
again.  That  they  are  up  to  date  ( 
their  teiephonic  connections  demon-  j 
strate.  As  to  the  business  of  the  | 
town  at  the  present  day,  and  they 
do  their  share,  we  find  Martin 
Hook,  butcher,  Miss  Mary  Ditz, 

milliner,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Smith,  _gener- 
al  merchandise  Atthis  store  you 

will  find  Squire  J.  H.  Smith,  the 
post  master  of  the  place  and  one  of 
the  most  accommodating  gentleman 
in  the  county.  The  Fryburg  R.oll- 
|  er  Flour  mills,  J.  A.  Fletcher,  pro- 
;  prietor.  These  mills  have  a  repu- 
i  tation  all  over  this  part  of  the  state 
i  for  the  excellence  of  the  flour  the 
J  mill  manufactures.  Dr.  C.  M.  Det-i 
1  ar,  veternary  surgeon,  Jacob  Faller 
J  furniture  and  undertaking,  D.  Det- 
ar’s  Foundry,  J.  C.  Fasenmyer, 
blacksmith,  Jacob  Fasenmyer,  gen¬ 
eral  merchandise,  G.  A.  Fletcher 
druggist,  and  if  you  ever  go  to  Fry¬ 
burg,  call  and  see  the  excellent  line 
of  drugs  and  other  things  Mr. 
Fletcher  has  for  sale.  One  thing 
we  can  assure  you,  and  that  is,  you 
dos’t  often  find  a  more  gentleman¬ 
ly  young  business  man.  H.  M. 
Hess  M.  D.,  H.  J.  Auge,  general 
;  merchandise,  Joseph  Fisenman, 


harness  maker,  Martin  Fuller, 
blacksmith,  John  Marbach,  tailor, 
Win.  Silzle  Justice  ot  the  Peace  and 
watch  maker,  Joseph  Seigle  wagon 
maker. 

There  are  two  excellent  hotels, 
the  Fisenman  House  and  the  Wash- 1 
iugton  House,  both  on  the  Main 
street.  The  first  kept  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  manner  by  Messrs  Snyder  &| 
Faller  and  the  other  by  A.  Ditz.! 
At  either  of  the  hotels  the  fare  and' 
treatment  is  excellent  and  the  guest 
is  treated  liberaly  to  everything. 

There  are  two  churches  in  the 
town,  the  Futheran,  Rev.  J.  W.l 
Wonders,  pastor  and  the  Catholic, 
St.  Michals,  Rev.  Father  J.  W. 
Seiverding.  This  latter  church  is 
the  finest  of  its  denomination  in  the1 
country,  and  cost  about  seventy-' 
thousand  dollars  to  build.  The; 
education  of  the  village  is  conduct¬ 
ed  by  the  township  and  Parocial 
school. 

.  The  town  of  Frybu rg  has  given! 
to  the  State  several  men  of  promi-; 
nence,  among  whom  are  Hon.  H. 
N.  Hess  who  served  in  the  State 
Fegislature,  and  if  at  present  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  of  the  place;  one 
Catholic  Priest  and  and  another' 
studying  for  the  ministr}-;  J.  J. 
Kapp  D.  D.,  of  Richmond  Ind., ; 
State  President  of  the  Christian  En¬ 
deavor  Society  of  Indiana,  and  one, 
of  the  prominent  speakers  at  their 
late  convention  at  SanFrancisco  i 
and  Dr.  C.  G.  Detar,  an  excellent  ^ 
physician,  of  Kenettsville,  of  Forest 
county,  and  a  member  of  the  pen¬ 
sion  board  of  that  county;  Peter 
Graham,  at  one  time  County  Treas- 1 
urer,  now  deceased. 

It  is  also  stated  that  the  Fryburg 
men  turn  out  good  hotel  keepers 
and  that  a  number  of  them  are  en¬ 
gaged  at  that  business  at  different! 
places. 


Tie  Fryburg  Cornet  band  is  ac¬ 
quiring  much  favorable  comment 
in  tie  surrounding  country  for 
their?  excellent  music  under  the 
leadership  of  H.  J.  Auge. 

/ryburg  has  been  in  existence 
fow  almost  fifty  years  and  will  con-  j 
tiiiue  to  flourish,  we  hope,  many 
times  that  number  yet.  F.  A.  Ditz 
"A.  J.  Detar,  J.  H.  Smith  and  Rev. 
J.  W.  Wonders  will  please  accept 
our  sincere  thanks  for  assistance 
rendered  in  procuring  this  article. 

I  Tylersburg  will  be  next.  v  ^ 

Tylersburg. 

Way  back  in  the  early  history  of 
Farmington  township,  when  the 
county  was  all  wooded  and  overrun 
with  wild  game  of  all  kinds,  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  Tylers¬ 
burg  was  ot  no  more  importance 
than  a  level  place  in  the  forest 
would  make  it.  Nevertheless  by 
either  chance  or  fortune  the  location 
was  destined  to  be  occupied  by  civ¬ 
ilized  beings,  called  men. 

Alex.  Chambers  was  the  original 
owner  of  the  land  having  made  the 
purchase  of  the  property  with  the 
intention  of  clearing  and  farming  it 
for  his  own  profit.  At  the  time  of 
the  deed  coming  into  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Chambers,  he  had  no  idea 
that  his  name  would  be  included  in 
an  historic  way  half  a  century  or 
more  later,  as  the  founder  of  a  vil¬ 
lage,  yet  the  whirligig  of  time  has 
brought  it  about. 

As  previously  stated,  Mr.  Cham¬ 
bers  was  the  first  owner  of  the  land. 
About  the  same  time  a  Mr.  Jack- 
son,  gunsmith,  also  settled  in  the 
neighborhood,  his  location  being 
selected  on  account  of  the  splendid 
hunting  all  arround  that  section 
which  would  naturally  give  him 
employment  at  his  trade,  as  the 
people  attracted  by  the  abundance 
of  game  settled.  j 


Jacob  Smail  soon  after  built  a  log : 
house  and  occupied  it.  | 

Previous  to  1842  John  Walters 
owned  a  farm  and  conducted  a 
boarding  house  or  tavern  for  the  ac-  j 
commodation  of  immigrants  passing 
that  route  seeking  new  homes  in  the 
wilderness.  His  house  was  a  frame 
and  quite  a  stylish  building  in  those 
days.  He  also  erected  a  log  barn. 

Wm.  Chambers  moved  to  the  set¬ 
tlement  and  built  a  cottage  house. 

The  first  general  store,  or  in  fact 
the  first  trading  place,  as  it  was 
called  in  those  days,  was  kept  by 
Patterson  Highland.  At  this  time 
there  was  no  flour  to  be  purchased 
nearer  than  Franklin  or  Shippen- 
ville. 

Seeing  that  the  first  store  was  a 
success  and  that  the  increasing  pop¬ 
ulation  could  support  another  store, 
Wm.  Chambers  started  the  second. 
He  was  followed  by  Solomon  Fu¬ 
nis,  who  came  from  Franklin.  Next 
Mr.  Fivingston  opened  a  store  and 
he  was  followed  by  Samuel  Reyner. 

Doctor  Reed  Goe,  was  the  pio¬ 
neer  physician  who  believed  in  Cal¬ 
omel  and  Jolap  and  the  letting  of 
blood  for  all  the  diseases  flesh  was 
heir  to.  His  successor  or  co-work¬ 
er  being  James  Fivingston  and  af¬ 
ter  him  came  Dr.  Francis  and  Dr. 
McCormick.  All  of  these  physi¬ 
cians  are  spoken  of  as  kind  hearted 
men  of  much  skill  who  drove  at  all 
time,  day  or  night,  over  or  around 
wind  falls,  in  storm  and  rain  to  re¬ 
lieve  their  fellow  men  who  were 
suffering. 

Singular,  is  it  not,  yet  how  true, 
that  men  and  women  as  soon  as  they 
come  together,  seek  for  a  preacher 
of  the  Holy  word  of  God.  The  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  forefathers  follows 
down  the  line  of  the  children  and 
those  in  this  section  were  of  that 
character.  They  had  preaching 


voices  as  often  as  possible  in  wbat 
was  called  Anderson’s  scliool  house 
A  small  building  built  of  logs  and 
covered  with  clap  boards.  They 
also  used  the  Hagen  School  House. 
All  denominations  were  welcome  to 
the  building  which,  though  homely 
in  construction  covered  many  sin¬ 
cere  hearts  and  from  whose  benches  , 
earnest  prayers  ascended  to  the 
throne  of  Grace  for  the  blessings  of 

eternal  life  jbr  the  petitioners. 

|  The  first  church  built  was  the 

Methodisj.,  which  was  finished  in 

1 8«/i-  Key.  Martin  w?  its  first 
Bureau  Press  Clippings  s 

PS  6115  Waliijut  street  shortly 

after  built  a  nous.-  worship. 

This  church  was  burned  down  how¬ 
ever,  but  the  plucky  congregation 
rebuilt  the  sacred  edifice  and  it  is 
in  use  to-day.  Rev.  Wm.  Mc- 
Michals  is  the  pastor. 

A  ’  subscription  school  was  con¬ 
ducted.  Among  its  teachers  was 
Thomas  Anderson.  He  will  be  re¬ 
membered  by  the  older  residents  as 
a  lame  man,  having  crippled  him¬ 
self  by  an  axe  glancing  while  he 
was  hewing  logs. 

The  settlement  had  increased  to 
such  an  extent,  that  Chambers  had 
it  surveyed  and  a  plot  made  of  the 
place.  He  at  once  sold  lots  and 
houses  were  erected. 

The  Clarion  County  History  says 
he  named  the  place  after  General 
Tyler,  at  that  time  president  of  the 
United  states,  which  included  the 
town,  but  one  oi  the  old  residents, 
now  living  who  was  then  one  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  place  states,  that 
Mr.  Chambers  had  a  dog  to  which 
he  was  very  much  attached,  called 
Tyler  and  that  it  was  not  the  Pres¬ 
ident,  but  the  dog  the  town  was 
named  after.  If  this  statement  is 
correct,  and  we  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  it,  the  only  insult  to  the  town 
is  that  was  only  an  ordinary,  com¬ 


mon  cur,  and  not  even  a  well  bred 
dog.  The  place  cannot  “be  called  a  j 
“dog-on-town”  for  it  is  not  by  any 
means  but  it  is  a  dog  named  town  [ 
all  the  same. 


The  Tionesta  and  Gravel  Rick 
road  running  through  the  place 
helped  the  settlement  a  great  deal. 
People  came  to  the  town  and  locat- 


ed. 


Wm.  Chambers  erected  and  oper¬ 
ated  a  Fulling  Mill  and  much  of 
the  material  worn  by  the  residents 
of  the  place  was  woven  at  his  mill. 
He  also  had  a  bark  mill  and  tanned 
leather,  though  we  are  told  the 
quality  was  not  the  best. 

Joseph  Allio  purchased  a  farm  of  [ 
•108  acres  which  adj  oined  the  Cham¬ 
bers  farm.  He  purchased  it  from 
John  Myers,  a  resident  of  Callens- 
burg,  this  county,  and  paid  $400  for 
it.  When  the  ground  was  covered 
with  snow  Mr.  Allio  would  see  the 
deer  tracks  in  his  yard  and  around 
the  barn  in  the  morning.  Fre- 
•queutly  the  deer  could  be  heard 
snorting  in  the  woods  below  the 
house  as  they  were  startled  by 
some  sound  coming  from  the  build¬ 


ings. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Affio  were  a  won¬ 
derful  couple.  Their  house  or  rath¬ 
er  cabin  had  but  two  small  windows 
and  the  boys  often  woke  up  in  the 
morning  to  find  their  beds  covered 
with  snow.  The  couple  lived  to  a 
wonderful  age.  The  hardships  of 
of  pioneer  life  could  not  injure  them 
Mr.  Allio  lived  to  reach  the  age  of 
one  hundred  years  and  eight 
months,  and  Mrs.  Allio  his  wife,  to 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  five 
years  and  eleven  months.  She  was 
a  truly  wonderful  woman  .and  at 
the  age  of  one  hundred  and  four 
years,  walked  nine  miles. 

The  first  hotel  proper  was  built 
by  Wm.  Butler,  contractor  for  Wm. 


Chambers.  Mr.  Butler  was  a  cous¬ 
in  of  Mr.  I.  H.  Butler  of  Tylers- 
burg  of  fo-day. 

John  Walters  hotel  occupied  the 

place  where  Mr.  Wagner  now  caters 

to  the  public.  Charles  Webber 

built  a  hotel  on  Main  street.  It 

was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he  then 

erected  the  fine  brick  building  across 

i  from  where  his  first  house  was  and 

now  kept  by  his  widow  and  son. 

A  Mr.  Culmer  once  kept  hotel  in 
the  building  erected  by  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ters.  One  morning  he  was  found 
lying  outside  of  the  hotel,  dead. 
It  was  claimed  at  the  time  by  some 
as  suicide  and  by  others  as  caused 
by  foul  play. 


There  has  been  some  robberies  in 
the  town,  the  most  serious  being 
that  of  Mr.  David  Bowman’s  store. 

Fifty  years  ago  there  was  but  a 
wilderness  of  forest  but  to  day  a 
thriving  town  of  kindly,  intelligent 
and  enterprising  people,  who  enjoy 
life,  inhabit  the  place. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  deer  came  to 
the  door-step — to-day  you  have 
hard  work  to  find  a  ground  squirrel. 

Tyeersburg  op  to-day. 

As  you  enter  the  village  in  this 
July  of  1897,  you  see  a  peaceful, 
pretty  little  town  before  you.  It  is 
built  on  a  level  piece  of  land.  One 
Main  street  runs  through  the  place, 
and  on  it  are  the  principal  stores 
and  hotels  of  the  town. 

That  Tylersburg  is  a  business 
centre,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
there  are  six  general  stores  doing 
business  in  the  place.  We  heard 
one  of  the  citizens  make  the  remark 
that  the  different  merchants  ex¬ 
changed  goods  with  one  another  for 
the  sake  of  making  belief  they  did 
business,  but  we  don’t  believe  it  is  j 
true. 


Among  the  principal  business 
firms  of  the  place  to  day,  are  ;  J.  G. 


Kirkwood,  general  merchandise,  B. 
IT.  Harding,  blacksmith,  Web  Rey- 
ner,  carpenter  shop,  A.  M.  Gilfil- 
lan,  general  store,  Webber  House, 
Mrs.  Alice  Webber,  Bowman  & 
Kerr,  ex-county  officials,  the  former 
late  county  Treasurer  and  the  later 
has  j  ust  left  the  county  Commission¬ 
er ’s  office,  Central  Hotel,  J.  G. , 
Wagner,  one  of  the  fat,  jolly  land¬ 
lords  of  Clarion  county,  who  knows ; 
I  how  to  treat  people  and  is  also  a 
lover  of  a  good  horse,  J.  Miller, 

J  harness  maker,  Dr.  ASR.  McCor¬ 
mick,  the  resident  physician  and  a 
j  good  one  too,  F.  B.  Dick,  merchant 
tailor,  Peter  Brewster,  general  store 
Maple  Shade  hotel,  kept  by  Andy 
Snyder,  whose  house  is  one  of  the 
best  in  town  to  stop  at;  Chas  Mc- 
Closkey,  barber,  John  Say,  general 
store  and  clothing,  J.  H.  Smith, 
general  merchandise,  John  Ray, 
lumberman,  S.  Reynard,  Justice  of 
the  Peace, 

The  town  has  neither  a  shoe 
maker,  butcher  or  wagon  maker. 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  inhabi¬ 
tants  reside  and  find  a  living  in  the 
town. 

Tylersburg  is  about  one  mile  from 
Beeper  station  on  the  P.  &.  W. 
railway  and  has  daily  mail  from  all 
directions. 

H.  H.  Stanley  is  postmaster  and 
clerk  for  Bowman  &  Kerr.  As  yet 
there  is  no  telephone  connection 
with  the  town  but  it  will  only  be  a 
short  time  until  they  are  connected 
up. 

Mr.  Allio  and  Mr  Stanley  will 
please  accept  thanks  for  assistance 
rendered  the  scribe  in  procuring  the 
above  facts.  Sligo  comes  next. 


Sligo. 

There  is  something  about  the 
name  that  sounds  like  solid,  strength. 

On  a  beautiful,  level  piece  of  land 
we  find  the  town.  The  earliest  rec¬ 
ollection  of  the  purchase  of  the  land 
now  comprising  the  town  was  from 
James  E.  Brown,  of  the  firm  of 
Brown  and  McConnell,  of  Kittan¬ 
ning,  by  Washington  Craig  in  1840. 
The  tract  comprised  one  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land.  It  had 
been  called  the  Big  Lick  property 
previous  to  the  purchase  by  Mr. 
Craig, 

It  seems  some  of  the  earliest  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  section,  were,  Richard 
Reynolds, 'George  Emnet  and  Abram 
Anderson.  Mrs.  Samuel  Framp- 
ton  was  born  at  the  settlement. 
Washington  Craig  built  a  small 
frame  house  and  farmed  the  land. 

In  1845  Mr.  Craig  sold  his  land 
to  Lyon,  Shrob  &  Co,,  wealthy  iron 
manufacturers  of  Pittsburg,  who  at 
once  commenced  the  building  of  an 
iron  furnace,  which  they  named  Sli¬ 
go  fuanace.  The  work  was  done 
rapidly  and  on  Newyears  1846  it 
was  in  blast.  The  company  also 
purchased  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
land  surrounding  the  furnace  which 
included  all  the  property  excepting 
the  farm  of  R.  N.  Cra'g,  west  of 
town.  At  the  time  the  furnace  was 
completed,  they  erected  dwelling 
houses  for  their  hands  also  elegant 
residences  for  their  own  use.  They 
put  on  a  great  deal  of  style,  to  use 
the  expression  of  the  residents  of 
that  day.  They  had  their  coachmen 
and  employees  around  their  houses, 
but  while  the  managing  members  of 
the  firm  lived  well  and  enjoyed  many 
of  the  comforts  wealth  gave  them, 
yet  they  were  gentlemanly  to  those 
under  them  and  enjoyed  the  respect 
aod  confidence  of  their  employees. 
The  furnace  was  located  near  where 
the  store  of  J.  B.  Miller  now  stands. 
The  entrance  of  this  firm  into  Clar¬ 
ion  County  with  the  capital  they 
brought,  gave  this^section  an  impet-  [ 


ous  unlooked  for  and  gr;  ^ 
They  not  only  employed  a  large 
number  of  men  but  were  the  pur¬ 
chasers  of  large  quantities  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  from  the  surrounding  farmers. 

Colonel  McCollough,  was  the 
/nanager  of  Sligo  furnace  until  1848 
when  Col.  Lyon  took  charge. 

Col.  Lyon  remained  in  charge  un¬ 
til  the  dissolution  of  the  company 
ended  this  useful  industry  which  prac¬ 
tically  built  and  supported  the  town. 
In  1872  Col  Lyon  laid  out  the  pres¬ 
ent  town  and  named  it  Sligo.  Some 
say  the  name  was  in  honor  of  a  town 
in  Ireland  called  Sligo  and  others 
that  it  was  for  the  Sligo  iron  works 
of  Pittsburg,  owned  by  the  firm  and 
operated  to  this  day. 

Buildings  were  erected  at  once 
after  the  town  was  plotted  and  among 
the  first  to  erect  dwelling  houses 
were  ;  Thomas  L.  Burns  and  Thom¬ 
as  Bernan,  Sr. 

The  company  erected  the  large 
brick  store  now  occupied  by  Jacob 
Hodil,  and  moved  the  store  they  op¬ 
erated  from  the  furnace  to  that  place 
The  firm  also  erected  a  fine,  large  J 
three  story  hotel,  which  was  put  in 
charge  of  Joseph  Freeman.  Mr. 
Samuel  Bell  of  the  Jones  House,  of 
Clarion  was  connected  with  Mr  Fre- 
man  in  the  management  of  the  hotel. 
Mr,  Freeman  afterwards  purchased  I 
the  old  Loomis  House  of  Clarion 
from  Hon.  W.  W.  Barr  and  succes- 
fully  conducted  it  for  some  years,  he 
afterwards  died  at  Parker.  James 
Freeman  succeeded  Joseph  in  the 
Sligo  hotel.  He  was  followed  by 
Mrs  Whitmer  who  was  in  charge 
until  Alex.  Stewart  the  present  land¬ 
lord  purchased  the  property. 

Thomas  L.  Burns  conducted  a 
small  grocery  store.  Dr.  Richard,  a 1 
physician  who  had  been  practicing, at  J 
Curllsville  built  the  drug  store  on  the 
opposite  corner  from  the  company’s 
brick  building.  Dr.  Bech  was  the 
next  physician.  He  built  on  the 
property  he  had  purchased.  Dr. 
Beeh  afterwards  entered  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  son  and  purchased  the 
drug  store  from  Dr.  Richard.  N.  S. 
Cooker  became  the  owner  later  and , 


Still  conducts  the  business.  Mr.  Pat¬ 
ton  built  the  store  now  occupied  by 
.°*  Craig.  Conrad  Hahn 
with  a  shoe  store  and  shop  came 
next  in  order.  Then  for  a  time  the 
building  of  the  stores  seemed  to 
cease.  In  1873,  the  branch  from 
the  Low  Grade  division  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  railroad  entered  the 
place.  Col.  Phillips  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  railroad  purchased  Mr 
ohrob’s  interest  in  the  furnace.  At 
about  this  time  the  prospects  of  Sli¬ 
go  were  decidedly  bright,  as  the  com¬ 
pany  had  commenced  to  build  a  large 
tolling  mill  at  the  place.  The  foun¬ 
dation  was  already  built,  coal  and  ore 
mines  opened  and  blocks  of  houses 
contracted  for  when  Col  Phillips  dy¬ 
ing  suddenly,  and  the  panic  of  1873 
occuring  the  company  became  em- 
barassed  and  George  W.  Arnold  of 
Clarion  was  appointed  trustee. 

J.  B.  Miller,  of  Callensburg,  a 
I  - mer  clci  K  of  the  furnace  company 
purchased  from  the  trustee,  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  of  land 
in  a  body  aI«o  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  fire  clay  land  almost 
adjoining.  Mr.  Miller  rebuilt  the 
small  grist  mill  that  he  became 
possessed  of  by  purchase  of  the 
Company’s  property,  and  started  one 
of  the  best  mills  in  the  County. 

He  also  added  an  ell  to  the  office  of 
the  company  and  started  a  large 
general  store  which  has  since  that 
time  transacted  a  large  business. 

He  also  erected  several  large  barns 
in  the  property  and  has  successfully 
i  farmed  the  land  to  this  day,  oversee¬ 
ing  the  labor  himself. 

At  the  time  the  railroad  entered 
Sligo  and  the  prospects  of  a  large 
and  flourishing  place  was  bright,  the 
jail  at  the  County  seat  of  Clarion, 
burned  down,  and  the  residents  of 
Sligo,  backed  by  the  railroad  officials 
and  furnace^owners,  made  a  strong 
effort  to  have  the  County  seat 
moved.  Hon.  David  Maclay,  the 
Republican  Senator  just  elected  form 
this  district,  was  a  resident  of  near 
Sligo  and  while  he  favored  Sligo,  as 
was  natural,  the  older  citizens  of  the 


place,  claim  he  was  wrongful 
accused  of  Using  undue  influence  to  1 
accomplish  the  purpose.  They  | 
claim  that  Hon.  Maclay  neither! 
presented  the  bill  to  the  Legislature 
nor  took  any  active  part  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  the  change  more 
than  any  other  interested  citizen 
would  have  done  in  his  place.  The 
battle  raged  however,  at  white  heat 
for  a  time,  as  Clarion  would  not 
give  up  without  a  severe  struggle. 
Representatives  was  sent  to  Harris¬ 
burg  from  both  places,  but  the  bill 
was  returned  from  the  Committee 
negatively  reported  and  the  County 
seat  remained  where  it  was. 

This  with  the  failure  of  Lyon, 
Shorbe  &  Co.,  was  a  blow  that  Sligo 
never  fully  recovered  from,  and 
while  the  town  has  more  than  held 
its  own,  its  opportunity  passed  by 
and  is  gone  forever. 

In  1864  the  post  office  was 
established  at  Sligo,  with  D.  E. 
Lyon  as  postmaster  and  Jacob  Hodil 
assistant.  The  subsequent  post¬ 
masters  were  Jacob  Hodil,  N.  S. 
Coulter,  Jacob  Hodil,  N.  S.  Coulter 
and  D.  H.  Neil,  the  present  in¬ 
cumbent. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  post  office  at  Sligo,  Curllsville 
was  the  nearest  point  at  which  mail 
was  received  and  the  Sligo  furnace 
company  would  send  regularly  and 
have  the  mail  carried  over  for  the 
I  entire  community  which  was  an  act 
j[  appreciated  by  the  citizens. 

M.  N.  Craig  built  a  woolen  mill 
early  in  the  forties  and  operated  it 
until  his  death  when  Squire  John  M. 
Craig  took  charge  and  continued  it 
until  a  couple  of  years  ago  when  it 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  run 
by  water  power. 

At  one  time  before  the  borough 
was  chartered  the  place  was  known 
as  the!,Craig  eettlement.  The  de- 
scendents  of  Washington  Craig  are 
all  honored  citizens  of  Clarion  Coun¬ 
ty  among  them  being  F.  W.  and 
John  F.,  of  New  Bethlehem  and 
Col.  C.  A.  Craig,  Greenville,  one 
of  the  gallant  war  colonels  of  the 


.Oil, 

The  borough  was  chartered  in 
1878  and  commenced  its  official  life 
1879.  Dr.  Beck  was  its  first 
burgess,  John  M.  Craig  secretary, 
the  latter  assisting  in  making  the 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  town. 
There  wTas  a  good  ^school  house 
in  the  town  which  was  the  property 
of  Piney  township,  the  citizens 
thought  that  they  were  entitled  to 
this  property  as  a  share  of  taxes  paid 
and  the  township  must  have  agreed 
with  them  as  they  allowed  them  to 
keep  the  building  without  discussion 
or  money. 

Of  the  churches  of  the  place,  we 
find  that  preaching  services  and  a 
Union  Sunday  school  were  held  in 
the  old  school  house  until  1875, 
when  the  Methodists  finished  their 
church  and  not  only!  the  Union 
Sunday  school  used  the  built  Bureau  P 

the  Presbyterians  as  well  we.. - 1 

welcome.  In  the  building  of  the 
Methodist  church  we  were  informed 
by  some  of  the  older  residents,  that 

to  Jacob  Hodil  most  of  the  credit 
belongs  as  he  was  not  only  one  of 
the  most  liberal  contributors  toward 
its  erection,  but  worked  incessantly 
until  it  was  completed.  Mr.  Hodil 
yet  has  a  list  of  every  contributor 
who  gave  a  dollar  or  upwards  to 
the  house  of  worship.  The  first 
officers  of  the  church  were:  Trus¬ 
tees,  Geo.  Wyman,  Jacob  Hodil, 
James  Wilson,  John  F.  Bole  and 
A.  J.  Switzer.  The  first  minister  I 
was  Rev.  C.  C  Hunt  and  he  was 
followed  by  Revs.  Barker,  W.  S. 
Sheppard,  J.  Garrett,  C.  C.  Hunt, 
Weldon,  R.  N.  Seet  and  E.  N. 
Askey,  the  present  minister. 

The  Presbyterian  church  was 
erected  about  1876.  Rev.  T-  Mat¬ 
ter  who  died  at  New  Bethlehem  was 
its  first  regular  pastor,  then  came 
Rev.  W.  J,  Wilson  and  now  Dr. 
J.  N.  N/cCurdy. 

The  physicians  that  have  attended 
the  people  of  the  town,  were  Drs. 
Wm.  Reichard,  Fisher,  J.  N. 
Bech,  McAuly,  Armstrong  and 
McGarrah,  the  present  practioneer. 


Jacob  Hodil,  who  clerked  for  tfiel 
Sligo  furnace  company  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  merchants  in  the  town, 
was  appointed  Station  agent  .  of  the 
Allegheny  Valley  railroad  when  the 
road  first  entered  the  town  in  1873  j 
and  has  honorably  filled  the  place  j 
ever  since,  now  almost  twenty-five  , 
years. 

Among  the  early  dealers  in 
merchandise  that  the  town  owes 
much  of  its  success  to,  are  Charles 
MeCafferty,  dealer  in  furniture,  who  1 
trae.  since  died  at  Monroeville,  . 
Thorhas  Berrean,  Sr.  grocery’  J.  F. 
C.  Thomas,  a  small  store  at  the 
depot  as  a  start  but  which  he  moved 
further  up  town,  later,  F.  C.  Mc- 
Ewen,  G=<o.  W.  Craig  and  O.  E. 
Wagner. 

Sligo  of  to-day. 

You  can  enter  the  town  from 
Clarion,  Curllsville,  Rimersburg, 
Cherry  F  un,  Callensburg  and  other 
places  as  it  is  a  central  point. 

Its  elegant  and  imposing  three 
story  hotel  at  once  invites  the  travel¬ 
er  to  stop  in  the  town.  The  large 
brick  building  of  Jacob  Hodil  as¬ 
sures  the  commercial  agents  of  the 
soundness  of  its  business  men  while 
its  churches  and  sehool6  at  once  set¬ 
tle  the  fact  that  its  citizens  believe 
in  God  and  education. 

That  the  town  is  not  isolated 
from  the  rest  of  the  county  and  world 
is  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  has  not 
only  railroad  communication  with  its 
outside  people  of  the  nation.,  but 
telegraphic  fund  telephone  connection 
as  well. 

The  tow«  that  some  years  ago, 
was  full  of  life  and  business  activity 
still  retains  the  pushing  methods  of  I 
*bc  by  gone  time. 

Its  merchants  are  affable,  wide 
awake  and  full  of  business.  There 
are  in  the  town  doing  business  the 
following  firms  :  J.  B.  Miller  &  Sons, 
general  merchants,  J.  B.  Miller, 
grist  mill,  brick  yard  and  dealer  in 
fire  clay,  D.  E.  Lowe,  blacksmith 
popular  and  proficient  R.  .  Lewis, 
carpenter  shop,  Sligo  Hotel,  Alex 
Stewart,  proprietor,  Dr.  H.  B.  Mc¬ 
Garrah,  the  excellent  and  popular 


physician,  C.  Hahn  &  Sons  boot  and 
Shoes  also  repair  Shop*  They  also 
earry  a  line  of  harness.  Jacob  Hodil 
&  Son,  general  merchandise,  New 
hotel,  J.  Switzer,  N.  S.  Coul¬ 
ter  druggist,  £.  T.  Berrean,  meat 
market, Geo.  W.  Craig,  general  mer¬ 
chandise,  D.  H.  Neil,  furniture  and 
undertaker,  post  master  and  in  charge 
of  the  publifc  telephone,  John  Har- 
tle,  watch  maker,  J.  E.  C.  Thomas, 
millinery  and  store  Ed.  Silvis,  black¬ 
smith  and  wagon  maker  and  a  good 
jOne  too,  McEwen  &  Curll,  general 
/merchandise  and  hardware,  E.  O. 
'Wagner  grocery,  Dr.  G.  W.  Spen¬ 
cer,  Leslie  Spencer  dentist,  A.  C. 

'ffiCybarber  and  M‘  M'  Cral£r'1 

I  There  is  a  three  room  graded  pub- 
"*»  Oip^in«B  lich  Prof.  C.  M  Mc- 

p  i’  ivre  Principal  elect  with 

Edith  Craig  and  Bertha  Forkum  as 
assistants.  The  school  has  an  atten¬ 
dance  of  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  scholars.  The  School 
board  is  composed  of  President,  D. 

ReJhardt’  and  James  Marsh, 
Chas.  Montgomery,  J.  B.  Miller,  N.  ! 
b.  Coulter,  Samuel  Sailor,  and  Neely  1 
•Dicks,  directors.  1 

The  people  of  the  town  claim  they 
have  one  of  the  best  schools  in  the 
county  and  it  would  be  hard  to  con¬ 
vince  them  otherwise. 

The  borough  council  is  composed 
of  Burgess  Jno  T.  Bole,  Secretary 
and  1  reasurer  D.  H.  Neil. 

Jacob  Hodd  is  the  telegraph  operat¬ 
or  and  his  son,  J.  H.  Hodil  the 
express  agent.  One  passenger  train 
leaves  and  arrives  daily  and  the  post 
office  is  a  distributing  point  for  the 

star  route  as  mails  are  made  up  daily 

for  Clarion,  Parker,  Piney  and 
Kimersburgas  well  as  to  all  points 
North,  South,  East  and  WestP  ’ 
Sligo  is  a  pretty  place  full  of  business 
and  enterprise  and  the  people  are 
always  glad  to  receive  and  welcome 
strangers  Squire  John  M.  Craig 
James  Hodil  and  Geo.  W  Craig 
have  are  thanks  for  valuable  assistant 
in  obtaining  material  for  this  article. 
Lucinda  follows. 

— 


Lucinda. 

Up  to  1820  the  present  location  of 
Ducinda  was  a  wilderness  full  of  wild 
animals  who  roamed  through  forests 
of  mighty  trees,  so  thick,  that  when 
the  first  settler,  of  the  now  populous 
community  arrived  he  was  compelled 
to  make  an  opening  among  the  trees 
in  which  to  erect  his  cabin. 

J°h.n  Voglebacher,  a  native  of 
tfce  Black  Forest  of  Germany,  and 
one  of  the  game  keepers  for  the  King, 
left  his  native  place  about  1815  and 
-started  for  America.  He,  with  his 
family  consisting  of  wife,  daughter 
and  son  landed  safely,  after  a  rough 
and  dangerous  voyage.  Not  only 
dangerous  on  account  of  the  wind 
and  water,  but  from  the  inhumanitv 
■of  the  officers  of  the  ship  and  a  lack 
of  sufficient  provisions  to  sustain  life 
during  the  trip.  The  journey  occul 
pied  months  and  the  supply  of  water 
giving  out,  life  was^aved  by  catching  j 
rain  water  in  their clethes  and  wring-! 
ing  them  out.  Provisions  also  ran 
-short  and  disease  added  its  terrors  to  I 
the  voyage.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
ship  but  two  men  had  strength  to 
crawl  to  the  wharf  and  the  remainder 
of  the  passengers  remained  on  board 
until  sufficient  food  enabled  them  to 
™*\  Of  these  two  men,  John  B. ! 

•V  oglebacher  was  one.  Complaining  | 

■to  the  officers  of  the  line  about  the? 
ul  treatment  they  were  advised  to 
take  vengance  on  the  Captain,  but 
.refrained. 

When  sufficiently  recovered  to 
travel,  the  family  went  to  Carlisle,  | 
hr  Cumberland  county,  where  he  j 
earned  a  living  for  the  family  at  his 
trade,  that  of  a  cooper.  Feeling  how 
ever, that  the  uninhabited  country  fur¬ 
ther  west  offered  still  better  induce¬ 
ments,  he  packed  up  his  household 
property  and  after  purchasing  one 
hundred  and  fourteen  acres  of  land 
from  James  Himes,  Agent  for  the 
Lancaster  Land  Company,  he  started 
to  locate  his  property.  On  his  ar¬ 
rival  he  selected  an  elevated  spot  and 
cut  down  enough  trees  to  give  room 
for  a  building.  The  two  children, 
Joseph  five  years  of  age,  and  who  is 
I  still  hale  and  hearty,  living  with  his 


the  old  'firm  to-day,  and 
young  daughter  were  not 


son  on 

Mary,  a  •  6  — - 

old  enough  to  be  ofimuch  assistance 
but  they  did  what  they  eould  to  help. 

The  land  had  bee'p  purchased  and 
taken  possession  of,  and  though  lone¬ 
ly  Mr.  V oglebacher,  started  in  to 
make  a  living  out  of  the  wilderness. 

His  nearest  neighbors  were  seven 
miles  distant  without  even  a  blazed 
trail  to  mark  the  way.  These  people 
fo  whom  the  new  comers  naturally 
sought  companionship  were  the 
Kapps,  Sigworths  and  Henlens  of 
near  what  is  now  Fryburg. 

I  The  provisions  of  the  family  were 
limited  to  game,  what  hour  they 

got  was  obtained  by  working  foi 

some  distant  neighbor. 

Mr.  Voglebaeher’s  experience  in 
the  Black  Forest  of  the  old  country 
came  into  play  now.  He  had  always 
been  a  sure  shot  and  a  noted  iearless 
hunter.  In  the  new  county  his  skill 
had  not  left  him  and  he  made  a  re 
cord,  as  a  slayer  of  deer  and  bears 
that,  we  believe,  has  never  been  ex¬ 
celled.  His  descendents  tell  of  him 
killing  three  hundred  deer  in  one  win 
ter,  among  them  a  white  doe,  which 
was  a  great  rarity. 

There  were  a  number  of  friendly 
Corn  planter  Indians  in  the  vicinity  ot 
Mr.  Voglebachers  home  and  he  soon 
how  their  confidence  and  respect  by 
his  skill  as  a  hunter  which  they  great¬ 
ly  admired.  One  of  his  Indian  friends 
was  ealled  ccBig  John’  and  on  many 
a  hunting  expedition  they  were  to¬ 
gether.  One  day  Mr.  Voglebacher 
complained  of  being  out  of  lead  when 
Big  John  said  he  would  get  some. 
In  a  short  time  after  leaving  he  re¬ 
turned  with  a  quanity  ot  lead  cover¬ 
ed  with  mud.  He  refused  to 
reveal  the  mine  or  hiding  place 
where  he  obtained  the  lead,  saying 
that  was  his  secret.  On  one  occas- 
sion,  however,  when  in  a  very  good 
humor  he  promised  to  tell  Joe,  the 
son,  but  never  did,  as  he  soon  left  the 
community  suddenly.  Some  be¬ 
lieve  the  Indians  brought  the  lead 
from  a  great  distance  and  covered  it 
up  with  dirt  for  use  when  wanted. 
Others  as  firmly  believe  there  was  a 
mine  of  the  mineral  somewhere 


N 


in 


the  vicinty.  If  there  is  it  has  .. 
been  discovered,  but  may  yet  come 
light  and  enrich  the  finder. 

After  the  land  had  been  partially 
cleared  and  some  little  wheat  had 
1  been  raised,  Mr.  Voglebacher  carried 
it  on  his  back  twenty  miles  to  the 
nearest  mill  which  was  owned  by 
Mr.  Bish  in  Beaver  township,  and 
after  being  ground  carried  it  home 
again  through  the  long  distance  of 
forest,  with  a  few  trees  blazed  along 
the  route.  At  /  mes  when  they  were 
I  short  of  food,  |  .ey  would  grind  some 
yellow  corn  in  the  coffee  mill  and| 

!  make  mush  and  corn  bread.  .  1 

!  Jacob  Kapat  and  a  Mr.  Smith 
later  moved  to  locations  near  Mr 
Voglebacher,  but  after  a  residence  of 
two  months  in  the  woods  omith  pull¬ 
ed  up  stakes  and  left  for  a  more  pop¬ 
ulous  community.  Mr.  re‘ 

rnained  one  year  and  then  followed 
Smith.  Mr.  Myers  and  family  mov¬ 
ed  in  about  this  time  also  Francis  1 . 
Schurdi,  now  changed  to  Judy,  who 
settled  in  1822  and  his  descendents 
are  yet  land  owners  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  Mr.  Imhoof  and  Geo.  Wal¬ 
ters  also  located,  and  the  place  had 

attained  the  honor  of  being  called  a 

settlement. 

The  wheat  raised  at  that  time  con¬ 
tained  a  large  quanity  of  smut  which 
if  ground  with  the  flour  made  it  blue, 

,  in  color.  They  would  wash  the 
1  wheat  after  it  was  threshed  and  thi  I 
smut  would  come  to  the  surface  of 
the  water  and  they  would  skim  it  oft. 

Some  stories  are  told  of  Mr.  Vo¬ 
glebachers  prowess  as  a  hunter,  which 
we  believe  will  be  read  with  interest. 

On  one  of  his  hunting  expeditions 
he  was  accompanied  by  his  son  Jo¬ 
seph,  and  two  dogs  one  of  the  later 
being  very  large.  They  came  across 
a  large  buck  lying  down  and  shot  it. 
The  deer  remained  in  the  same  posi¬ 
tion  after  the  shot  and  the  hunters 
supposed  it  dead.  When  they  went 
up  to  it  they  found  it  had  only  been 
wounded  and  it  jumped  up  and  at- 
.tacked  the  men.  A  battle  royal  en- 1 
sued.  The  gun  was  empty  and  f-F;, 
©aiy  other  weapon  in  the  party  was  ] 
a  hunting  knife  and  tfieir  tomahawks 


o  - 

which  they  had  not  time  to  use. 
The  deer  got  away  but  not  until  an 
acre  of  the  brush  where  the  battle 
was  fought  had  been  tramped  down 
and  not  a  bush  was  left  standing,  not 
discouraged,  they  followed  the  deer 
and  after  discovering  it,  the  large  dog 
succeeded  in  catching  one  of  its  hind 

(legs  as  it  was  jumping  a  log  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  throwing  it.  Mr.  Vogle- 
bacher  came  up  in  time  to  catch  its 
antlers  and  held  it  down  until  he  cut 
its  throat. 

On  another  occasion  Ire  was  awak¬ 
ened  one  summer  night  by  hearing 
one  of  his  pigs  squeal,  in  the  wheat 
field.  Without  waiting  to  dress,  he 
got  up  caught  hic  gun  and  went  to  ' 
the  field.  All  ,Vas  quiet.  He  sat 
on  the  fence  for  a  while  and  was  re¬ 
warded  by  again  hearing  the  pig,  and 
discovered  a  large  bear.  He  shot 
and  the  bear  drop:  ,d  to  the  ground, 

supposing  the  shot  had  been  fatal- 
Me  ran  up  to  it,  when  it  sprang  at 
him  and  grabbed  the  butt  or  his  gun. 
Fortunately  he  succeeded  in  getting 
a  hold  of  a  club  and  kept  hitting  the 
bear  on  the  head  until  he  knocked  it 
sensless.  The  unconscious  bear 
still  kept  his  teeth  on  the  gun  and  he 
had  a  hard  time  getting  it  loose. 
When  he  did  the  cap  box  was  broken 
off  and  the  impression  of  the  bears 
I  teeth  left  on  the  stock.  The  writer 
examined  the  gun  recently  and  from 
the  marks  of  the  bears  teeth  indent¬ 
ed  about  a  half  inch  in  the  stock, 
still  as  on  the  night  the  angry,  wound¬ 
ed  beast  left  them,  he  felt  that  to  at¬ 
tack  such  a  ferocious  animal  with 
only  a  shirt  on,  was  more  than  he 
cared  to  experiece,  and  would  much 
rather  write  the  incident  than  be  the 
principal  actor  therein.  His  grand¬ 
son,  J.  B.  V oglebacher,  treasures 
the  flint  lock  gun  as  one  of  his  most 
valuable  possessions. 

John  B.  Voglebacher  the  pioneer 
of  Lucinda,  died  August,  1859,  aged 
72  years.-  He  was  a  man  hospitably 
inclined  and  he  was  never  known  to 
refuse  food  and  shelter  to  any  who 
applied  to  him  for  relief.  He  was  a 
devout  Catholic  and  was  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  building  his  church  at  the  place 
he  made  his  home. 


|  His  son  Joseph  now  living  with 
jhis  son  J.  B.,  succeeded  to  the 
property  and  for  some  years  his 
lexperience  was  somewhat  similar  to 
'his  father. 

On  one  occasion  he  had  a  narrow ! 
escape  from  death  while  hunting! 
deer.  This  was  after  he  was  mar¬ 
ried.  He  also  shot  a  deer  that  was 
lying  down  and  believing  he  had 
killed  it,  with  his  gun  unloaded  he 
went  to  the  deer.  The  deer  was 
only  wounded,  however,  and  at¬ 
tacked  him,  finely  in  the  scuffle  the 
deer  managed  to  get  one  hind  leg 
between  Mr.  Voglebacher’s  legs  and 
another  against  his  breast  throwing 
him  down.  The  pressure  was 
severe  and  Mr.  Voglebacher  thought 
that  his  time  had  come.  He  could  i 
feel  the  hot  blood  running  down  from 
his  breast  to  his  feet.  He  got  loose 
from  the  deer,  but  was  unable  to 
recover  his  gun  and  by  making 
believe  he  was  going  to  throw  his 
tomahawk  at  the  deer  kept  it  at  bay. 
every  time  he  would  make  a  motion 
at  the  deer  it  would  paw  the  ground 
and  its  hair  would  raise.  To  add  to 
the  danger  of  his  situation  he  lost ! 
his  hunting  knife.  Finally  he  threw 1 
the  tomahawk,  but  it  only  struck  the 
deer’s  horns  and  did  not  injure  him. 
He  then  crawled  to  where  his  gun 
was,  but  he  found  it  wet  and  useless. 
The  deer  left  him  but  he  followed  it 
up  and  finally  killed  it.  He  bears 
the  mark  on  his  breast  of  the  con¬ 
flict  to-day. 

In  1833  Lucinda  Furnace,  one 
mile  below  the  present  town  was 
built,  Joseph  Voglebacher  hauled  the 
first  log  used  in  the  construction  of 
the  works,  this  industry  brought  a 
good  many  settlers  to  Lucinda  and 
the  vicinity. 

Previous  to  the  Furnace  Company 
coming  there,  the  people  of  this 
section  purchased  their  supplies  at 
Shippenville,  about  eight  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  A  store  was  opened  at  the 
furnace  which  was  a  great  accomoda¬ 
tion.  The  next  year  a  saw  and  a 
grist  mill  was  also  built  by  the  same 
company,  which  the  farmers  patron- 


u.  About  this  time,  the  wagons  I 
were  home  made,  having  wooden  . 
wheels  and  did  not  require  one  of 
the  present  bicycle  bells  to  give 
warning  of  their  coming  as  they 
furnished  sufficient  noise  themselves. 

The  first  school  was  held  at  the 
home  of  J.  B.  Voglebacher  as  was 
also  the  first  service  of  the  Catholic 
church,  the  first  mass  being  cele¬ 
brated  under  his  roof. 

The  first  hotel  was  kept  by  Jacob 
Newland,  in  part  of  Joseph  Vogle- 
bacher’s  house.  The  hotel  had 
license.  Jacob  Neuland  built  the 
stone  work  for  Mr.  Voglebacher’s 
house  which  included  an  arched 
cellar.  For  this  work  Mr.  Vogle¬ 
bacher  gave  him  in  payment  twenty 
acres  of  fine  land. 

Jacob  Neuland  built  a  hotel  on  I 
his  property.  James  Hermon  kept 
a  hotel  and  restaurant  at  the  station. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Daugh-  J 
erty,  then  the  present  incumbent 
Joseph  Gatesman  took  possession, 
Andy  Neuland  secceeded  Joseph, 
his  father  and  the  property  afterwards 
was  purchased  by  J.  B.  Myers  who 
rebuilt  it  and  conducts  it  now. 

Mr.  Grimes  kept  the  first  store,  it 
was  situated  where  Ditz  store  now 
is.  Others  who  entered  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  general  merchants,  were 
Joseph  Voglebacher,  Joseph  Neu¬ 
land,  A.  M.  Ditz  and  A.  Judy. 

The  first  Catholic  church  was 
built  in  1844.  This  was  a  frame 
church.  Twice  was  this  church 
burned  down  and  as  many  times 
rebuilt,  the  last  being  a  magnificent 
brick  structure  with  its  tall  steeple 
towering  high  above  the  earth  and  it 
can  be  seen  from  Clarion.  Father 
O’Neill,  the  first  visiting  Priest,  the 
regular  priests  following  were,  fathers 
P,  Hoy,  Jos.  Dean,  Andrew  Skopez, 
James  Slattery,  Andrew  Andolshek, 
John  Koch  and  now  Rev.  Edward 
Hasse. 

J’here 4s_no  protestant  congegra- 1 
I  tion  in  the  pjacc  out  they  have  a 

burying  ground. 

The  oil  excitement  broke  out  in 
Lucinda  March  9,  1889  and  for  a 
time  it  was  a  regular  oil  boom. 
Operators  and  others  rushed  to  the 


place  and  the  number  was  so  great  j 
they  could  hardly.be  fed.  The  well 
on  Mr.  Voglebacher’s  farm  came  in 
at  35  bariels  an  hour,  other  good 
wells  were  obtained.  The  boom 
was  short  lived  however  and  the 
large  crowd  of  people  soon  left,  not 
however,  until  some  money  had 
been  lost. 

Mr.  Voglebacher  organized  a 
company  of  farmers  which  was  one 
of  the  most  successful.  The  above 
named  gentleman  sold  a  well  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  for  $24,000  and  j 
one  year  later  bought  it  back  for 
$2,300. 

The  organized  oil  company  is 
now  called  the  Lucinda  Light  and 
Heat  Company. 

LtfCiNSA  of  To-Day. 

The  town  at  the  present  time  is 
populated  with  thrifty  Germans,  not 
only  industrious  but  nearly  all  men 
of  means.  They  know  how  to  [ 
make  money  and  to  keep  it  as  well,  j 
Not  stingy,  but  frugal  and  saving. 
There  are  still  nine  pumping  well 
around  the  town  and  some  talk  of 
large  strikes  yet  to  he  made,  by  the 
residents  of  the  place. 

The  business  of  the  place  is  con¬ 
ducted  by  Jos.  Neuland,  Andy  Judy, 
John  Gruble  and  Morris  Launder, 
General  Merchandise.  The  Hotel 
Gatesman,  near  the  depst  and  the 
Grand  Central,  where  Neuland 
previously  kept.  J.  B.  Myers  is 
the  landlord  of  the  latter  and  he 
is  a  man  fully  adopted  to  his  calling 
being  not  only  affable  and  accomo¬ 
dating,  but  has  splended  rooms  and  a 
'  fine  table  for  his  guests  to  whom  his 
charges  are  reasonable.  Take  our 
advice  and  call  at  the  Grand  Central 
j  when  in  the  neighborhood. 

Anthony  J.  Moore  is  the  Justice  of 
the  Peace  who  disperses  law  in  such 
a  pleasant  manner,  that  those  whom 
he  renders  decissions  against  feel 
they  have  been  dealt  with  fairly 
Lucinda  can  now  justly  claim  to 
be  up  to  date  as  far  as  a  Creamery 
is  concerned.  Tarvelers  coming  to 
the  town  from  Leeper,  will  notice  a 
beautiful  new  building  which  shows 
the  Sign  of  Lucinda  Elgin  Cream- 


tiV. 

T  t'i  s  Creamery  was  erected  by 
an  organization  of  the  farmers  of  the 
vicinity,  who  realized  by  co-opera- 
ion  they  could  not  only  create  a 
demand  for  their  butter,  hut  receive 
a  higher  price  with  less  labor  of  pro¬ 
duction. 

Having  the  necessary  stock  sub- 
cribed  the  company  made  a  contract, 
with  Burnap  &  Burnap,  of  Toledo, 
Ohio  for  the  building  and  machinery, 
complete,  and  in  running  order.  The 
company  sent  out  to  do  the  work. 
W.  W.  Kite,  one  of  their  most  com¬ 
petent  workman,  who  brought  with 
him  his  nephew,  C.  W  Kite  who  is 
also  skilled  in  the  setting  up  of 
creamery  plants.  The  remarkable 
time  in  which  the  creamery  was 
finished,  made  it  a  wonder  of  the  day. 
The  building  is  situated  on  the  Philip 
Gatesmen  farm,  less  than  one  fourth 
mile  from  the  post  office,  at  the  cross 
roads,  and  convenient  to  a  large  farm¬ 
ing  community. 

The  building  proper  is  24  x  36 
feet  with  engine,  boiler  and  coal 
room,  18x18  feet.  Then  is  also  a 
shed  or  lean-to,  10  x  36  feet  under 
which  the  farmer  delivering  his  milk 
drives.  As  he  enters  the  driveway 
he  stops,  and  without  getting  out  of 
his  wagon,  empties  his  milk.  He 
then  drives  a  few  feet  further  and  by 
opening  a  spigot  fills  his  can  with  the 
skim  milk  and  drives  home,  the 
whole  operal  ion  only  requiring  a  few 
minutes  time. 

The  machinery  is  all  made  by 
Burnap  &  Burnap,  except  the  sepa¬ 
rator,  which  is  built  by  O.  M.  Sharp¬ 
less,  of  West  Chester,  this  state.  It 
is  called  the  Standard  Russian  and 
patented  by  Jepson.  When  running 
it  revolves  7,200  times  per  minute. 

The  milk  is  emptied  into  a  large 

can,  which  when  full,  ascends  up  in 
grooves  and  turns  almost  over  empty¬ 
ing  the  milk  into  a  tank  that  holds 
400  gallon.  The  milk  passes  from 
this  tank  into  a  cooling  vat  and  from 
then  to  the  separator  when  the  cream 
is  taken  from  the  milk  and  run  into 
the  cream  vat,  which  will  hold  300 
gallons  and  the  skim  milk  elevated  to 
the  receiving  tank  from  which  it  is 
returned  to  the  farmer. 


II  The  churn  has  a  capacity  of  250 
pounds  of  butter  and  the  worker  will  t 
handle  200  pounds  which  it  thorough- ! 
ly  works  in  six  minutes. 

In  the  cold  storage  room,  the  ice 
is  placed  on  top  and  the  cold  air 
enters  from  the  top  and  at  the  bottom 
|  of  the  sides.  A  Deming  pump  made 
I  at  Salem,  Ohio  pumps  the  water! 
whenever  desired.  The  motive  power 
is  a  six  horse  Jewell  engine.  The  | 
mahcinery  almost  noiseless. 

The  butter  is  put  up  in  one  pound 
prints  and  in  firkins. 

We  have  seen  a  number  of  cream¬ 
eries  but  the  one  at  Lucinda  has  no 
superior. 

The  contractors  and  the  Messrs 
Kite  have  given  perfect  satisfaction 
and  their  work  is  to  be  commended 
and  recommended. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are; 
President  Anthony  J.  Moore;  Treas¬ 
urer,  J.  B.  Myers;  Secretary  John 
!  Fletcher,  Manager  V.  Heufner,  and 
J.  B.  Myers,  F.  X.  Myers,  John 
Fletcher,  Eli  Smathers,  ]ohn  Oster- 
ried,  Thomas  McLaughlin  and  Jos. 
Ochs,  directors. 

The  creamery  commenced  opera¬ 
tion,  Monday  August  2d;  and  2,800 
pounds  of  milk  was  received  that  day. 
Over  one  hundred  and  fifty  interested 
farmers  witnessed  the  auspicious  com¬ 
mencement. 

The  creamery  is  situated  in  the 
center  of  a  fine  grain  and  pasture 
section  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  succeed.  Its  capacity  is 
400  pounds  daily. 


EAST  BRADY. 

This  part  of  Clarion  countv  I 
we  have  reached  i  Bureau  Pre^<“jpp 
probably  one  of  thv.  musi  Historic 
points  within  its  limits. 

In  the  first  place  we  know  of  the 
site  ot  East  Brady  as  a  place  where 
the  Indians  congregated  and  dwelt, not 
always  in  peace  withlheir  white  broth¬ 
ers.  Bloody  scenes  have  been  enacted 
on  or  near  where  the  town  now 
stands. 

The  white  captive  of  the  Indians 
have  struggled  with  their  bonds  and 
sighed  in  horror  at  the  thought  of 
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possible  burning  at  the  stake,  or,  if 
possible  now  inhuman  torture  at  the 
hands  of  their  dusky  foes. 

The  county  in  all  its  previous  his¬ 
tory  was  a  peaceful  one.  No  battles 
or  blood  shed  of  any  consequence 
having  occured  within  her  boundries. 
East  Brady  is  the  exception. 

All  kinds  of  Indian  implements 
have  been  and  are  yet  found  in  the 
ground  at  the  place.  Flint  stone 
tomahawks  and  cooking  utensils 
being  common  to  the  view  of  the 
farmer  while  plowing. 

It  is  related,  that  in  1783,  a  band 
of  Indians  having  with  them  white 
prisoners,  captured  in  Hannahstown 
Westmoreland  county,  camped  for 
a  the  night  near  the  place.  Captain 
Samuel  Brady  a  noted  scout  and  In¬ 
dian  fighter,  with  a  party  of  white 
men  located  the  band,  and  by  address¬ 
ing  them  in  their  own  language, 
he  secured  the  information  as  to  their 
prisoners,  strength  and  intentions. 
Later  in  the  night,  the  white  men 
crossed  the  river  above  their  camps 
and  surprised  the  Indians  killing  them 
and  releasing  the  white  captives 
among  whom  was  the  father  and  aunt 
of  Peter  Henry,  for  a  long  time  a 
resident  of  East  Brady,  after  it  be¬ 
came  a  town. 

The  land  on  which  the  town  is 
situated  may  almost  be  called  one  of 
the  freaks  of  nature.  East  Brady 
rests  on  the  upper  part  of  a  bend 
sometimes  called  a  loop  on  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  river.  The  bend  or  loop,  com¬ 
mences  at  Catfish,  about  two  miles 
above  the  town  and  ends  at  Redbank 
creek  some  seven  miles  below. 

At  one  point,  about  a  mile  above 
East  Brady,  the  distance  across  the 
loop,  is  something  less  than  4,200 
feet,  and  the  river  running  apparently 
in  opposite  directions  can  be  seen 
from  the  hill  ahove  the  town  on  the 
Rimersburg  road. 

The  place  is  peculiarity  situated. 
While  on  a  bend  in  the  river,  it  is 
surrounded  by  high  hills  on  every 
side  except  where  the  river  comes  and 
goes. 

The  hills  average  from  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty  to  five  hundred  feet  in  j 
heighth  and  are  in  places  almost  per¬ 
pendicular  solid  work.  Especially  is 
this  the  case  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town  near  the  race  track. 

Peace  having  been  made  with  the 
Seneca  Indians  in  1784,  and  the  land 
purchased  from  them  by  the  State  it 
was  declared  public  land  and  for  sale. 
The  Indians,  however,  many  of  them 
remained  and  were  generally  known 
as  Cornplanters,  the  origon  of  the 
the  name,  we  understand,  came  from 
their  chief,  a  half  bred,  named  John 
O’Dale,  who  taught  them  the  art  of 
raising  corn. 

One  of  the  earliest  warrants  issued 
for  any  of  this  newly  acquired  tract 
of  land,  is  said  to  have  been  to  a  Mr. 
Cowan  of  near  west  Freedom,  but 
the  date  is  unknown. 


There  are  several  rumors  as  to 
how  Captain  Samuel  Brady  attained 
the  land  on  which  the  present  town  i 
rests.  It  is  claimed  by  some  that  it  i 
was  given  him  for  his  services  during 
the  Indian  war,  but  we  rather  doubt ! 
this  assertion  as  the  copy  of  the  war¬ 
rants  which  follow,  seem  to  prove 
that  he  purchased  and  paid  for  the 
land. 


On  May  17th  1785.  The  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  of  Pennsylvania 
issued  warrant  No.  379  to  John 
Lukins  Esq.,  Surveyor  General,  com¬ 
manding  him  to  have  the  land 
surveyed,  and  acknowledged  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  thirty  pounds,  per  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres  for  the  land  comprised  in 

what  was  called  “The  Bow”  The 

|  warrant  is  follows. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsvl-  i 

1 


mas 

itreet 


s: 


b  i 

whereas,  Samuel  Brady,  of  the 
County  of  Washington  hath  applied 
for,  and  paid  into  the  office  of  the 
Receiver  General  of  the  Land  Office 
the  whole  of  the  Purchase  Money, 
for  five  hundred  Acres  of  Land, 
within  the  last  purchase  made  of  the  I 
Indians,  at  and  after  the  rate  of 
thirty  pounds  for  every  Hundred 
Acres  of  the  same,  agreeable  to  an 

Act  of  Assembly,  of  the  said  Com¬ 
monwealth,  past  the  seventh  day  of 
April  last,  entitled  “An  Act  to  pro- 
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vide  further  regulation,  whereby  to 
secure  fair  and  equal  proceedings  in 
the  Land  Office,  and  in  the  survey¬ 
ing  of  lands”  And  upon  a  fair  Lot¬ 
tery  made  and  drawn,  as  by  the  said 
act  directed.  The  said  application 
and  this  Warrant  are  numbered  three 
hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

THESE  are  therefore  to  authorize  ' 
and  require  you  to  survey,  or  cause 
to  be  surveyed,  for  the  said  Samuel 
Brady  the  said  quantity  of  Acres 
(within  the  said  late  purchase,  agree¬ 
able  to  said  act 

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF 
his  Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esq., 
President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  hath  hereunto  set  his  Hand 
and  caused  the  less  Seal  of  the  said 
I  Commonwealth  to  be  affixed  the 
seventeenth  day  of  \<lay  in  the  year, 
1785. 

To  JOHN  LUKENS,  ESQ?, 
Surveyor  General. 

It  seems  from  the  instrument  that 
there  was  some  kind  of  a  Land 
Lottery  used  in  the  disposition  of 
the  newely  acquired  land. 

Then  comes  the  rumor  or  story 
current,  but  for  which  no  one  will 
vouch,  that  Captain  Brady  from  his 
natural  hatred  of  the  Indians,  be¬ 
came  involved  in  a  quarrel  with  one 
of  them  after  the  peace  had  been 
declared  and  killed  him.  Fearing 
serious  trouble  from  the  affair  he 
consulted  James  Ross  Esq.,  a  promi¬ 
nent  Attorney  of  Pittsburg  on  his 
case,  and  agreed  to  give  him  his 
tract  of  land  on  the  Allegheny  River 
if  he  would  clear  him,  which  the 
following  copy  of  a  warrant  proves 
he  did.  The  story  goes  on  further 
to  say,  that  after  the  deed  had  been 
made  transferring  the  property  to 
Ross,  that  he  cleared  Captain  Brady  j 
by  simply  telling  him  “To  clear  ! 
out”.  The  warrant  giving  the 
ownership  of  the  land  to  James  Ross 
Esq.  ,  is  as  follows: 

The  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents 
shall  come,  Greetings;  Know  Ye, 


That  in  consideration  of  the  Monies 
paid  by  Captain  Samuel  Brady  into 
the  Receiver  General’s  office  of  this 
Commonwealth  at  the  granting  of  j 
r the  Warrant  hereinafter  mentioned! 
and  for  the  sum  of  nineteen  shillings 
!  lawful  money  now  paid  by  James 
Ross  Esq.,  into  the  said  office,  there 
is  granted  by  the  said  Common¬ 
wealth  unto  the  said  James  Ross, 
A  certain  tract  of  land  called  the 
“Bow”  situated  on  the  East  side  of 
the  Allegheny  river  about  eight  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  Red  Bank 
Creek  in  the  late  purchase  North¬ 
umberland  County  (then  is  given  a 
description  of  the  land)  containing 
|  five  hundred  and  two  acres  and  three 
I  quarters  and  allowance  of  six  per 
cent  for  roads  etc.  with  the  appur- 
'  tenances  which  tract  was  surveyed 
in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  granted  to 
the  sa:d  Samuel  Brady  dated  the  17th 
May  1785  and  No.  379  and  the  said 

Samuel  Brady  by  deed  dated  the _ 

day  of  September  last  conveyed  to 
the  said  James  Ross  in  fee. 

The  reservation  was  for  the  fifth 
part  of  all  Gold  and  Silver  Ore,  for 
the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
be  delivered  at  the  pits  mouth,  clear 
of  all  charges. 

The  Warren*  is  signed  by  Hon. 
Peter  Muhlenburg,  Vice  President 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
the  24  day  of  November  1787. 
Attested  by  Chas.  Biddle,  Secretary, 
and  lnrolled  December  1st,  1787. 
j  Also  certified  as  a  true  copy  of  a 
I  Patent  recorded  in  Patent  Book  P. 

Vol.  n,  page  412.  J.  Porter 
Brawley  S.  G.  and  Wm.  D.  Earnest 
at  Harrisburg  the  i4th  of  January 
I^57- 

After  James  Ross  came  into 
possession  of  the  property  he  allowed 
it  to  remain  as  it  was  at  the  time 
the  treaty  was  made  with  the  Indians. 

At  his  de  ath,  James  Ross  Jr.,  an 
and  Dr.  Addison  of  Pittsburg  became 
executors  of  his  estate.  Dr.  Addi¬ 
son  was  one  of  the  prominent 
physicians  of  the  city  in  his  day  and 
the  writer  in  his  younger  days  ( 
remembers  him  as  a  short  busy  man 
and  a  good  doctor.  During  the  life 


James:  Jr.,  he  would  not  agree  to 
the  sale  of  one  foot  of  the  land,  but 
after  his  death,  Dr.  Addison  sold  the 
tract  which  contained  Eve  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  allowances  and  all, 
to  James  M.  Cunningham  in  1852. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Cunningham’s 
purchase,  there  was  a  log  cabin  on 
the  place.  He  placed  several  men 
on  the  tract  to  commence  clearing 
but  did  not  move  on  it  himself  until 
about  1854,  when  he  erected  a  home 
he  now  lives  in  but  has  from  time  to 
time  added  a  number  of  improvements 
to  it  keeping  it  all  the  time  modern 
as  civilization  advanced.  His  tract 
adjoined  the  lands  ot  Christian  Snyder 
and  Mr.  Martin. 

A  ferry  was  operated  between 
Mr.  Cunningham’s  farm  and  East 
Brady  about  this  time. 

It  seems  necessary  to  go  over  the 
river  into  Armstrong  county  for  a 
few  facts  which  transpired  on  the 
side  of  the  river  in  that  county,  which 
was  the  cause  of  the  town  being 
established. 

Sometime  in  the  forties,  a  Mr. 
Hamilton  came  to  the  hills  on  the 
Armstrong,  side  across  from  the  pres¬ 
ent  town  of  East  Brady,  and  as  a 
prospector,  sent  barrels  of  coal,  ore, 
limestone,  fire  clay  and  other  minerals 
to  Pittsburgh  and  the  east  for  analysis 
and  examination.  The  result  of  these 
tests  developed  in  the  building  of  fur¬ 
naces  at  that  point  and  the  establish¬ 
ing  of  the  Great  Western  Iron  works 
m  1848.  This  company  failed  and  i 
was  sold  out  by  the  Sheriff  bat  the  j 
property  was  purchased  and  a  reor-  f 
ganization  effected  under  the  name 
of  the  Brady’s  Bend  Iron  company. 
The  necessity  for  dwellings  for  the  | 
large  number  of  hands  was  the  pi  in-; 
cipal  cause  of  the  town  being  laid  out 
The  Brady’s  Bend  Iron  company  at 
one  time  flourished  and  the  volume 
of  black  smoke  ascending  from  their 
works  covered  the  smithy  workers  in 
the  mills  and  blackened  the  houses 
for  miles  around.  The  company  had 
many  ups  and  downs  however,  and 
to-day  only  the  old  stack  remains, 
standing  as  a  silent  monument  of  the 
once  prosperous  times  when  the  hum. 


flying  wheels  and  the  cracking  of  the  I 
iron  as  it  passed  through  the  rolls 
made  sweet  music  in  the  rolling  and 
provided  the  comforts  of  life  to  many 
hundreds  of  employers  and  their  I 

families. _ 

When  the  warrant  was  issued  to 
the  Surveyor  General  to  have  the  i 
tract  called  the  “Bow,”  surveyed,  he 
sent  a  man  by  the  name  of  James  ! 
Buchanan  to  do  the  work.  This 
gentleman  must  have  been  pleased 
with  the  country  as  he  was  residing 
at  the  time  of  his  death  with  Mr. 
Logue  near  West  Freedom,  this 
county,  father  of  Miles  Logue  of  j 
Clarion. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham’s  purchase  of  the  property  from 
the  estate  of  James  Ross,  there  were 
two  cabins  on  the  property.  They 
had  a  sort  of  upper  story  that  was 
reached  by  poles  from  the  outside. 
'As  Mr.  Cunningham  cleared  the 
land  he  converted  the  wood  into 
charcoal,  which  was  the  only  use  to 
which  it  could  be  put  at  that  time. 

In  1855,  the  Great  Western  Iron 
Company  purchased  from  Mr.  Cun¬ 
ningham  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  the  original  tract.  On  the  Arm¬ 
strong  side  of  the  river  where  the 
works  was  located,  there  was  not 
room  for  the  houses  for  the  employees 
owing  to  the  hills  which  are  almost 
perpendicular,  being  only  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  river.  This  caused 
the  Company  to  make  the  purchase 
no  the  East  Brady  side. 

Mr.  Cunningham  seeing  a  town 
was  bound  to  spring  up  at  that  point, 
had  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  lots  some 
ot  his  property  adjoining  the  purchase 
of  the  Iron  Company.  This  was  in 
September  1866. 

The  town  was  named  by  Mr. 
George  W.  Lacy,  Sr. 

In  1866,  a  short  time  after  Mr. 
Cunningham  had  plotted  his  tract, 
the  Iron  Company  also  had  a  piece 
of  their  land  surveyed  adjoining  nhe 
one  already  laid  out. 

The  lots  then  sold  from  $50.  up 
to  $325.  They  were  sold  on  pa/- 
ments,  and  Mr  Cunningham  informs 
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|us  tnat  nearly  all  were  eventually 
ipaid  for.  The  first  house  erected  in 
(the  lower  end  of  the  town,  belonged 
to  Pat  McKenney  ;  the  second  to  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Painter.  These 
houses  were  a  rough  frame,  one  and 
one-half  stories  high. 

L  In  the  sPr*ng  of  1867,  I.  M. 
-Brown  opened  up  the  first  store  in 
|the  lower  end  and  soon  after  J.  C. 
Wallace  opened  up  another  on  the 
upper  plot. 

Trank  Kline  built  and  operated 
the  first  hotel.  Mr.  Kline  has  been 
burned  out  twice.  Peter  Hecker 
was  the  second  man  to  enter  the  ho¬ 
tel  business  in  the  town.  His  place 
was  caHed  the  East  Brady  House. 

I  .  1  h,ereT  wa*  at  about  this  time 
also  the  Lawrence  House.  This  ho- 
te!  was  burnt  and  rebuilt,  then  sold 

W  Ck  xt  McCafferry>  ^om  him  to 
-Hugh  Norton  and  is  now  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Mr,  Killip.  .  ^  P 

There  ,  was  also  the  Freeman 
Hou*;  which  to-day  bears  the  name 

BrS  °RnCr’  ^  Cain‘  The 

House  has  also  had  many  ups 
andd$wns  having  been  burnt  down 
and  belonged  at  different  times  to  the 
following  owners,  first  Hecker,  then  1 
in  regular  order  by  Menus  Coennen, 

M.  Sey  Ge°rge’  3nd  n°W 

As  the  town  grew  and  increased 

theneCessity  of  a  banJc  ^  fe] 

which  caused  J.  C.  Wallace,  Dr.  1 
Wallace  J.  Y.  Foster,  Adam  Mc¬ 
Lain  and  Joseph  McElroy  to  form 
an  orgamzat'on  called  the  Citizens’ 
National  Bank,  in  1870.  This  in¬ 
stitution  failed  in  1877. 

The  First  public  school  in  the 
town  was  built  in  1870. 

in  the  year  J86/,  the  Allegheny 
alley  railroad  was  completed  to  the 
place  We  were  told  by  some  of 

the  old  residents,  that  when  No  17 

the  fi, st  engine,  entered  the  town 
the  excitement  was  at  fever  heat. 

-the  residents  from  miles  around 
came  to  see  it  as  the  date  of  its  ar- 

been  Previ°usly  announced 
At  the  first  sight  of  the  engine  cast¬ 
ing  out  fire  and  smoke,  thundering 
along  the  track  with  its  shrieking] 


steam,  caused  for  the  time  being  more 
fear  and  astonishment  than  pleasure 
and  the  spectators  retreated  to  a  safer 
/distance  than  at  first  occupied.  But 

and  wonderful  inven.  -oon  edu_ 
jcated  the  fear  out  of  x  people  of 
that  section,  and  to-day  they  fear 
not  to  use  the  engines  and  trains  at 
jforty  miles  an  hour. 

“Imn  R°US  f  »thue  aPPearIng  of  the 
Iron  Horse,”  the  Allegheny  river 

was  navigated  by  steam  boats,  nearly 
all  of  which  landed  at  Cunningham’s 
Handing,  as  it  was  called,  before  the 
town  was  laid  out  and  named. 

In  1869,  the  Iron  works  and  mil- 

roa  jointly  built  a  wooden  bridge 
across  the  river  from  east  Brady  f0 
Brady  s  Bend  The  bridge  was  used 
by  the  cars  and  wagons  as  well.  In 
its  day  and  generation  it  answered  its 
purpose  but  eventually  succumed  to 

fallino-30  .  Wat,er’  rottln§  awav  and 
falling  mto  the  river.  After  the 

bridge  became  useless,  a  swing  ferry 

W3s  established  which  continued 

traffic  between  the  two  places.  It 

was  owned  and  operated  by  A.  S. 

Stewa^30^  ^boac*es  a°d  J*  N. 

In  1888,  a  company  was  organized 
and  a  fine,  strong  substantial  bridge 
was  bu,it,  which  to-day  is  an  honor 
to  the  town 

A  church  was  originally  built  with 

Durnoctent,°ii1j0fusing  k  for  Union 

purpo.es,  all  denominations  to  have 

UniteHSpWiLhin  hS  W31IS’  but  the 
United  Presbyterians  being  the  only 

congregation  that  had  a  regular  min- 

ister  ,t  graduaHy  fled  into  tLir  hands 

and  they  controlled  tt. 

In  1877  the  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  erected  a  fine  church  at  a  cost 

of  £5.000.  Rey.  j.  Boyd  Espy  was 
the  resident  minister.  This  church 
seems  to  have  been  specially  blessed 
At  one  revival  sermon  under  Rev’ 

Bspy,  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
souls  were  brought  to  Christ  and 
united  with  the  church.  Again  in 
*885,  when  Rev.  J.  C.  McDonald 
was  its  pastor,  over  one  hundred 
more  persons  were  connected  to  its 
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lit h.  That  the  influence  of  the 
Methodist  church  of  East  Brady  has 
been  felt  over  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  hind  is  established  by  the  fact 
that  Francis  Murphy,  the  .great 
apostle  of  temperance,  was  converted 
within  its  walls  and  became  one  of 
its  members  Prof.  E.  O.  Excell, 
one  of  the  famed  singers  of  the 
nation  is  another  of  its  children.  It 
has  given  Heavenly  Song,  Temper¬ 
ance  and  Christianity  throughout 
all  our  land -and  how  many  hearts 
have  been  made  glad  and  full  of 
piaise  as  theresult  of  work  done  for 
the  Master  in  this  little  hillside 
church — wh©  knows  ? 

The  Presbyterian  people  organized 
originally  in  the  School  house  and 
had  the  services  of  Rev.  T-.  S.  Neg- 
ley  for  a  number  of  years  and  were 
in  a  prosperous  condition  until  one  of 
the  large  fires  scattered  the  members. 
However  in  1885,  they  built  a  neat 
|  comfortable  church  at  a  .cost  of 
I  $3,000. 

;  The  Baptists  organized  in  1 88a, 
with  seventeen  members.  They 
completed  a  church  in  1883  which 
cost  when  furnished  $3,000. 

St.  Eusebius’  Roman  Catholic 
church  was  buik  in  the  year  1877. 
The  church  and  Priest’s  residence 
cost  $5,000. 

The  first  physicians  were  Drs. 
R.  S.  and  J.  A.  Wallace  who  reside® 
at  Brady’s  Bend  attended  the  sick  of 
the  town  before  locating  in  the  place. 
Which  they  aftewards  did  and  open¬ 
ed  a  drug  store,  Dr.  R.  Robinson 
was  the  first  resident  physician  of 
the  town,  locating  December  1st, 
1870.  There  was  also  Drs.  Fund- 
enburg  and  Felix.  The  latter  left 
the  town  but  returned  again  and 
finally  died  at  East  Brady.  In  1869 ' 
the  Allegheny  Valley  railroad  was 
completed  to  Oil  City  and  the 
Company  established  a  round-house 
and  machine  shops  at  East  Brady 
and  made  it  the  middle  division  of 
the  road.  This  location  on  the  part 
of  the  railroad  greatly  helped  the 
town  as  it  caused  the  principal  part 
of  its  employees  to  reside  at  the  place 
as  it  was  a  terminus  of  the  freight 
runs. 


The  borough  was  chartered  in 
1869,  with  J.  C.  Wallace  as  Burgess 
and  J.  M.  Cunningham,  Secretary. 
In  this  year  Colonel  Samuel  Yo”"^ 
commenced  the  publication  of 
Independent.  Colonel  Young,  so1* 
well  known  among  the  older  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  county,  made  his  news¬ 
paper  a  newsy,  live  sheet,  and  as  he 
commenced  issuing  it  at  the  height 
of  East  Brady’s  business  prosperity 
he  made  it  a  success.  After  five 
years,  about  1864,  he  ceased  to  pub¬ 
lish  any  longer  and  it  dropped  out.  j 
Having  been  accustomed,  however, 
to  its  visits  the  people  were  not 
satisfied,  consequently  he  soon 
started  a  smaller  sheet  called  the 
Advertiser.  This  paper  only  lived  a 
few  months.  From  the  collapse  of 
the  Advertiser  East  Brady  had  no 
paper  until  1879,  when  the  Argus 
commenced  publication  under  the 
management  of  C.  M.  Riley.  This 
paper  of  the  large  and  watchful  eye, 
died  after  the  brief  period  of  .three 
weeks.  The  next  paper  to  start  on 
its  journalistic  life  was  the  East' 
Brady  Times.  It  was  edited  by  F. 
A.  Tozler.  This  was  in  188  x.  It 

was  longer  lived  than  its  predeces¬ 
sor  and  survived  three  years.  The 
next  was  a  small  monthly  paper 
devoted  principally  to  the  interests 
of  church  affairs,  and  was  edited  by 
Rev.  I.  W.  Miller.  This  was  in 
1883.  The  paper  was  named  the 
Church  Index ,  and  advanced  the  in* 
tereSts  of  both  East  Brady  and 
Rimersburg.  In  July,  1884  the 
paper  was  changed  to  a  weekly  and 
for  one  year  spread  its  news  once  in 
every  seven  days  ;  but  followed  the 
others  and  died  and  was  buried. 
Then  in  November  of  1885,  Messrs. 
Hastings  and  Graham  commenced 
the  publication  of  the  East  Brady 
Review.  The  following  June  Mr. 
N.  E.  Graham  purchased  his  part- 
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ner’s  interest  and  successfully  con¬ 
tinued  its  publication  until  August, 
1890,  when  foe  sold  out  to  Hancock 
&  Son.  Two  years  later  the  elder 
member  ofithe  firm  sold  bis  interest 
to  R.  A.  Thomas,  and  the  firm 
name  became  Handcock&  Thomas. 
These  gentlemen  publish  the  ;paper 
to-day,  and  without  doubt  it  is  one 
of  the  best  local  papers  in  the  State. 
The  paper  is  independent,  taking  no 
part  in  politics  but  gives  the  news 
of  its  section  thoroughly,  and  is 
appreciated  by  fits  many  patrons.  Its 
owners  are  both  young  men  of 
brains  and  business  enterprise  and  1 
deserve  fully  all  the  success  they 
have  obtained. 

The  establishment  of  the  middle 
division  of  the  Allegheny  Valley 
railroad  at  the  place,  which  was 
mentioned  in  last  week’s  issue,  was 

Ithe  saving  of  the  town,  as  the  iron 
works  having  failed  and  navigation 
ceased,  there  was  nothing  to  stimu¬ 
late  business  there.  The  shops  and 
round  houses  required  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  hands,  while  the  many  train 
crews  were  compelled  to  make  East 
Brady  their  home,  thereby  creating  I 
a  demand  for  business. 

It  has  been  previously  stated  that 
the  original  grant  was  called  the 
“Bow."’  To  follow  the  windings 
of  the  river  around  the  “Bow” 
from  just  .above  East  Brady  to  Red- 
bank  creek  the  distance  is  about 
nine  miles,  but  at  a  point  only  a 
short  distance  above  the  town,  the 
distance  across  is  only  4200  feet. 
At  one  place  on  the  hill  you  can 
see  the  river  apparently  running  in 
opposite  directions.  This  hill  could 
be  tunneled,  but  to  do  so  would1 
_cut~out  East  Brady  entirely. 

During  the  oil  excitement,  East 
Brady  was  one»ofthe  busiest  towns 
in  the  county,  and  a  large  volume 
of  business  was  transacted  there. 


The  little  city  has  not  been  ex¬ 
empt  from  all  the  evils  of  life,  liow- 
“mbu? at  times  menaced 
«4,,  ce  almost  wiped 
It  out.  Her  citizens,  though,  were 
men  and  women  of  metal.  We 
include  the  women,  as  it  has  been 
our  experience  that  many  men  who 
are  called  brave  would  be  cowards 
1  were  they  not  kept  up  and  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  brave  women,  who  re¬ 
ceive  scant  praise  for  the  many 
sacrifices  they  make. 

The  first  severe  fire  the  place  has 
recorded  in  her  history  occurred  on 
October  22nd,  1882.  The  whistle 
sounded  the  alarm  as  the  men  were 
leaving  their  work  for  home  about 
six  o  clock  in  the  evening.  The 
store  of  D.  Carmody  was  where  it 
started.  The  origin  of  the  fire 


seems  to  have  always  been  indoubt, 
i  but  it  is  supposed  by  many  that 
the  same  cause  as  that  which 
started  one  of  Chicago’s  great  fires, 
the  overturning  or  explosion  of  a 
lamp  was  the  prime  factor  of  the 
|  loss.  The  fire,  it  seems,  had  made 
much  headway  before  it  was  dis¬ 
covered.  As  the  fire  started  in 
the  upper  or  second  story  of  the 
store  the  family  did  not  know  any- 
thing  of  it  until  all  chance  of  sav¬ 
ing  the  building  was  gone.  The 
flames  quickly  spread  and  the 
buildings  on  both  sides  of  the  street 
were  on  fire  and  continued  to  burn 
until  a  crossing  was  reached. 

The  facilities  tor  fighting  the  fire 


were  not  sufficient  to  combat  the 
flames  and  the  people  were  com¬ 
paratively  helpless.  Thirteen  build¬ 
ings  were  burned,  including  among 
them  the  Presbyterian  church,  Dr. 
R.  Robinson’s  drug  store,  the  Dodge 
rooms,  the  large  three-story  block, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Hertwick,  the 
meat  market,  millinery  store,  resi- 


_ience  of  Mrs.  M.  I.  Scott  and  private 
j  dwellings.  It  is  claimed  that  much 
property  was  unnecessarily  destroy¬ 
ed  as  such  goods  as  feather  beds  and 
pillows  were  carried  down  stairs 
while  chin,  a  glassware  and  stoves 
were  thrown  out  of  the  windows. 
The  many  willing  hands  who  wanted 
to  help,  seemed  to  lose  their  heads, 
as  is  frequently  the  case  at  such 
times.  The  loss  was  estimated  at 
the  time  to  be  $25,000,  with  some 
insurance. 

Eess  than  eight  months  after  the  ' 
j  first  fire,  on  the  third  day  of  June  , 
1883,  the  second  large  fire  broke  out 
in  the  town.  Dr.  Robinson  was 
finishing  a  new  building  to  replace 
the  one  burnt  the  previous  year, 
when  the  livery  stable  next  door 
caught  fire.  By  hard  fighting  Dr. 
Robinson’s  building  was  saved  but 
but  not  the  entire  block  on  the  other 
side.  The  policeman  patroling  his 
beat,  discovered  flames  breaking  out 
at  the  stable  about  eleven  o’clock  on 
the  quiet  Sabbath  evening,  on  the 
above  date.  He  gave  the  alarm 
and  the  citizens  quickly  responded. 
This  fire  was  supposed  to  have  been 
purposely  caused  by  some  incen- 
!  diary.  Among  the  buildings  burned 
was  the  Central  House,  a  large  four 
story  building.  The  sight  of  this 
building  on  fire  was  said  to  have 


been  one  of  the  grandest  ever  wit¬ 
nessed  in  the  valley.  The  house 
seemed  to  blaze  all  over  at  once. 
The  flames  burst  through  the  win¬ 
dows  on  all  sides  and  with  their 
fiery  tongues  darted  through  the 
darkness  lightening  up  the  sur¬ 
rounding  hills.  Among  the  houses 

i  destroyed  by  this  fire  were,  the 
Central  mouse,  livery  stable,  the 

Pine  Run  mining  store,  the  Bank 

the  East  Brady  House  and  the 

residence  of  Mrs.  Martha  Wallace 

and  Mr.  Stephenson.  The  loss  was 


fully  as  large  as  that  of  the  first  fire. 
The  goods  taken  from  the  endan¬ 
gered  building  were  more  carefully 
handled  than  on  the  previous  occa¬ 
sion.  But  the  residents  claim  a  large 
amount  of  property  was  stolen, 
mysterious  people  with  mysterious 
bundles  and  packages  went  down  to 
the  bridge.  Numerous  smaller  fires  j 
have  since  occurred  but  none  of  such  ' 
I  magnitude.  Much  danger  has  been  j 
anticipated  at  different  times  from  1 
the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  the 
spring  but  so  far  no  serious  danger 
has  been  caused  from  that  source. 
In  our  next  issue  we  we  will  com¬ 
mence  East  Brady  of  to-day. 

EAST  BRADY  OF  TO-DAY. 

This,  the  second  largest  town  of 
Clarion  County,  rests  gracefully  on 
the  banks  of  the  Allegheny  river. 
The  land  on  which  the  town  is  built  j 
has  pushed  the  river  back  and  com¬ 
pelled  it  to  curve  around  the  town, 
thereby  giving  the  place  the  shelter 
of  its  high  hills.  The  village  follows 


hill  at  its  back  prevenfihg  its  extend¬ 
ing  in  that  direction. 

The  handsome  churches,  four  in  1 
number,  the  Methodist  Rev.  C.  C.  | 
Rumberger  ;  the  Presbyterian,  Rev«,i 
John  S.  McLee  ,  the  Catholic,  Rev™ 
J.  P.  McCloskey  ahd  the  Baptist, 
Rev.  Geo.  Bernie,  show  that  the 
majority  of  the  citizens  are  Christian 
people.  To  make  the  history  of  the 
churches  of  the  place  complete,  we 
give  the  names  of  the  ministers 
that  have  served  the  different  places 
of  worship  since  their  organization: 
The  Methodist  has  had  Revs.  J.  B 
Espy  from  1878  to  79,  during  his 
term  he  married  twelve  couple,  J. 
W.  Martin,  83  to  84,  four  marriages 
J.  C.  McDonald,  85 — 87  nine  mar-! 
^es;  C.  Peters,  88,  two  marriages; 

^eck,  89,  three  couple;  J.  p. 


Slattery,  90 — 92,  fourteen  certificates 
-C.  C.  Rumberger,  93—97,  and  to 
the  first  of  August,  seven  couple 
were  made  happy  hy  his  ministery. 
The  Catholics  had  Revs.  John  Link 
75— 83>  P-  Brady,  84—87;  B. 
Lynch,  87 — 88;  H.  Mullen,  89 — 90 
P.  McGovern,  91 — 92;  P.  Cauley, 
^3  and  J.  P.  McCloskey,  93 — 97. 
These  Reverend  gentlemen  have 
married  forty  five  couple. 

The  Baptist  church  has  been  pre- 
I  sided  over  by  S  G.  Ridding,  5,  T.  J. 
Collins,  2,  J.  J.  Parsons,  4  and  Geo. 
Bennie,  4.  The  number  after  the 
name  indicating  the  number  of  Mat- 
jrimonial  ceremonies  performed  by 
each  of  the  ministers,  making  a  total 
of  seventeen. 

The  Presbyterians,  Revs.  T.  S. 
Negley,  36;  B.  F.  Williams,  3;  E. 
A.  Culley,  a,  Rev.  John  S.  McKee 
8,  total,  47  marriages. 

The  following  are  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  who  have  held  office  in 
the  town,  with  "die  number  or  mar¬ 
riages  after  eaeh  name:  H.  G.  Mec- 
kling,  4;  James  Moore,  o;  James 
Irvin,  2,  R.  R.  McGregor,  109;  J„ 
M.  Campbell,  James  D.  Hunter, 
o;  Wm.  J.  Cresswell,  this  gentle¬ 
man  never  lifted  his  commission, 
j  Harrison  Risher,  was  elected  but 
being  a  non  resident  of  the  borough 
could  not  hold  the  office.  Squire  R. 

R.  McGregor  has  held  the  office 
twenty  five  years.  This  shows 
that  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  married  . 
one  hundred  and  thirty  nine  couple 

and  the  ministers  of  the  different 

*■  ' 

churches,  one  hunderd  and  forty, 
being  so  close  that  neither  of  the 
parties  allowed  by  law  to  perform 
the  ceremony  have  any  ground  to 
brag  about. 

Up  to  the  present  writing  there 
has  been  only  one  colored  child  born 


I  within  the  town  limits. 

From  the  formation  of  the  borough 
until  August  1st  of  this  year  there 
were  born  in  the  town  1097,  ch:l- 1 
jdrenandfr-m  May  3ist  1869  to 
March  6th,  1897,  there  were  694 
persons  died  in  the  borough  including 
f11  aees  and  sexes.  The  first  child 
born  in  the  borough  was  Samuel 
Re  hart  who  is  a  resident  of  the  New 
Bethlehem  at  this  writing. 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  is 
procured  from  springs.  There  are 
two  water  companies  doing  business 
in  the  place.  Mr.  Cunningham  own- 
ire  of  one  and  Mr.  Foster  the  other. 
,The  springs  being  backed  in  their  | 
supply  by  the  waters  of  the  Allegheny 
river.  The  fire  department  consists 
of  two  chemical  engines  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Babcock  extinguishers.  These 
engines  and  extinguishers  are  manned 
by  volunteer  companies,  the  officers 
and  men  of  which  are  watchful  and  , 

The  present  board  of  borough  of¬ 
ficials  is  composed  of :  Burgess,  W. 

S.  Mitchell  ;  James  Cunningham, 
treasurer,  R.  R.  McGregor,  secre¬ 
tary,  P.  A.  Dewitt,  president,  C.  C. 
Risher,  James  Stanley,  Frank  P 
Fair,  L.  R.  Dane,  James  S.  Henry, 
Wm.  Benninger,  Peter  Myers  and 

T.  M.  James,  councilmen.  An  ex¬ 
cellent  and  efficient  board  of  health 
officers  with  Dr.  Robison  at  its  head 
keeps  the  place  healthful  and  woe 
detide  any  one  who  allows  filth  to 
accumulate  around  his  premises. 

The  people  of  the  town  talk  in  a 
boastful  manner  of  their  excellent 
six  room  graded  school  and  upon  in¬ 
quiry  of  the  writer  found  the  claim 
to  be  well  founded.  The  present 
school  board  is  composed  of  Wm. 
Cunningham,  J.  W.  Bennett,  P.  T. 
McCafferty  and  John  Swigert. 


The  very  handsome  and  substan¬ 
tial  iron  bridge  spaning  the  river  from 
East  Brady  to  Brady’s  Bend,  is  at 
present  the  bone  of  contention  be¬ 
tween  the  users  thereof  and  the 
counties  of  Clarion  and  Armstrong. 
The  residents  near  the  fridge  want¬ 
ing  the  bridge  made  the  property  of 
the  two  counties,  and  the  taxpayers 
in  the  said  counties  are  not  wanting 
to  buy  it. 

There  are  ten  passenger  trains 
pass  through  here  daily  all  stopping  at 
this  point,  and  being  the  end  of  the 
middle  division  a  large  number  of 
freight  trains  begin  un  end  there. 

The  town  contains  the  following 
Secret  Societies,  all  of  whirh  flourish: 
Jr.  O.  U.  A.  M.,  meets  Monday 
evening;  I.  O.  O.  F.,  Friday; 
Knights  of  Pythias,  Wednesday; 
Red  Men,  Saturday;  Daughters  of 

Liberty, - ;  A.  O.  U.  W., 

monthly.  The  B.  of  E.,  B.  of  F., 
B.  of  T.  and  Brotherhood  of  Rail 
way  conductors,  all  meet  regularlly 
in  the  town.  The  different  orders 
of  railroad  men  meet  on  Sunday. 
There  are  two  lodge  rooms  in  the 
town,  namely  the  Hall  belonging  to 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  Kline’s  Hall. 
The  Opera  house  belongs  to  Mr. 
McKillip. 

We  had  not  intended  giving  the 
different  business  firms  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  town,  but  having  been 
requested  to  do  so,  comply; 

The  East  Brady  Bank  has  for  its 
President,  Wm.  Pollock  and  J.  W. 
Hill  cashier.  Mr.  Hill  is  also  one  of 
the  best  known  Insurance  Agents  in 
the  County.  ».  C.  Wallace  deals  in 
general  merchandise.  Dr.  R.  S.  Wal 
lace  has  a  drug  store.  A.  C.  Guth, 
Jeweler,  F.  Kline,  General  Merchan¬ 
dise,  M,  Young  restaurant,  S.  C.  Al¬ 
len  ba^er  shop,  R.  George  bakery,  G 


3.  Wright  tinner,  j  Dr.  ~ J.  W.  James 
patent  medicines,  T.  W.  James  Milli¬ 
nery  and  Notions,  EastBrady  Caloric 
Company,  Capt.  C.  C.  Cummings 
President,  George  Stewart,  Treasurer,1 
and  C.  E.  Cummings  Superntendent. 
Railroad  Supply  Company  C.  E.  Fa- 
loon  manager,  East  Brady  Review, 
Handcock  &  Thomas  Proprietors, 

H.  Reiger  &  Son  harness  makers,  E.| 

L.  Green  confectioner  and  news,  V. 
Blatt  hardware,  Wm.  Polliard  &  Son; 
grocers  and  express  agents.  Then 
there  is  R  W  Faloon’s  extensive  Fur¬ 
niture  Store.  Mr.  Faloon  is  a  native, 
of  Clarion  county,  having  beqn  born 
at  Redbank  only  a  few  miles  below, 
the  town  in  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Wm' 
Faloon  He  attended  the  Public 
School  and  worked  at  the  Redbank 
furnace  until  1885  He  made  the 
steam  for  the  last  blast  made  \ for  the 
|  furnace.  In  1885  when  he  left  Red- 
j  bank  he  went  to  East  Brady  and 
secured  employmen t  with  S  C  Wal¬ 
lace.  After  a  year  of  faithful  work,  ' 
he  was  promoted  to  »  clerkship  which  j 
he  retained  until  1891,  when  he  ' 
bought  the  large  furniture  business  of 
Joseph  Thomas  and  commenced  for  1 
himself.  Since  then  he  has  built  up 
a  reputation  for  houesty  and  integrity 
which  he  may  well  be  proud  of.  He 
carries  a  large  and  complete  line  of 
furniture  and  wall  paper,  his  store  be¬ 
ing  known  all  over  the  county  as  a 
place  v  here  the  poor  as  well  as  the 
rich  may  buy  furniture  at  honest  liv- 
ing  prices.  Then  comes  Visky’s 
Tarber  shop,  East  Brady  Bargain  ! 
St  >re,  John  Mevbin,  harness,  the 
Postoffice,  with  James  W.  Bennett, 
postmaster,  Dr.  L.  C.  Longwell,  den¬ 
tist,  Walters  &  Keener,  butcher,  j 
Chas.  Kiefer,  tailor,  P.  W.  Haskell 
merchant  tailor,  ready  made  clothing  ■ 
j  gentlemen’s  furnishing  goods.  Mr. 

I  Haskell  is  a  new  resident  in  East  I 
Brady,  having  come  fiom  the  County  , 
seat  only  a  few  months  ago  and  pur- 
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REIDS  BURG.  X? 

I  Down  in  the  valley  by  the  winding 
waters  of  big  Piney  Creek,  nestling  be¬ 
tween  high  hills  is  situated  the  quiet  lit¬ 
tle  villiage  of  the  above  name.  Peaceful 
and  apparently  contented  are  its  inhab¬ 
itants,  knowing  little  and  caring  less  for 
the  hardships  and  struggles  of  those  who 
first  possessed  the  land. 

Way  back  as  early  as  1S01,  a  man  ot 
sturdy  habits,  named  Hugh  Reid,  who 
was  a  mill-wright  by  trade  took  up  four 
acres  of  land  in  what  at  that  time  was  a 
wilderness.  Mason’s  History  of  'Clarion 
County  relates  an  incident  in  Mr.  Reid’s 
life  that  may  be  interesting  in  these  col¬ 
umns,  It  says  of  him,  that  he  was  twice 
married  but  that  he  never  had  any  chil- 
ren  to  call  him  father.  That  his  first 
marriage  came  near  not  being  realized. 
He  was  engaged  to  be  married,  but  was 
absent  for  some  time.  Dining  that  period 
when  he  was  away  from  home,  his  intend¬ 
ed  became  engaged  to  another  young  man 
The  wedding  day  was  set  and  all  prepa¬ 
rations  made.  At  the  moment  the  cere¬ 
mony  was  about  to  be  performed,  Hugh 
Reid  entered  the  house  and  after  explan- 
ing  matters  took  his  place  beside  the 
young  lady  and  was  married  to  her  in  the 
presence  of  his  rival. 

Mr.  Reid  following  his  natural  inclina¬ 
tions  of  a  mill-wright,  built  a  log  grist 
mill  at  the  mouth  of  Clough  Run  in  Reids- 
burg,  in  the  year  1808.  In  1820  he  built 
another  mill  a  little  further  around  the 
bend  of  the  Creek,  and  again  in  1840 
built  the  third  mill,  each  one  succeeding 
the  other.  In  1812  he  built  a  saw  mill 
at  Reidsburg. 

In  1855  he  sold  a  large  portion  of  his 
property  to  David  Craig  who  built  a  mod¬ 
ern  and  more  substantial  saw  mill. 

In  1864  Hugh  Reid  died  after  a  busy 
life  of  ninty-three  years.  The  village 
was  named  for  him  also  the  Institute  at  j 
that  place  to  which  he  was  a  large  con-  | 
tributor  and  to-day  both  the  town  and  the 
institution  of  learning  continue  his  name 
j  as  a  lasting  monument  to  his  memory.  1 
J  In  1804,  John  Clugh,  David  Frampton,  | 
and  Isaac  Fetzer  settled  near  Reidsburg.  I 
William  Frampton  settled  in  the  immed- 
|  iate  neighborhood  in  1814.  He  purchas- ' 
ed  one  thousand  acres  of  land  and  divid¬ 
ed  it  among  his  family.  John  Magee, 

I  grandfather  of  Tohn  A  Magee,  of  Clarion, 


came  with  his  family  to  near  Reidsburg, 
in  1814.  John  Magee  operated  a  woolen 
mill  and  followed  farming  clearing  many 
acres  of  land.  He  lived  to  the  age 
of  over  one  hundred  years.  One  of  the 
remarkable  instances  in  the  life  of  the 
old  gentleman  was  that  he  liyed  with  one 
of  his  sons,  Kiser,  for  seventy  years. 

There  also  settled  in  this  locality  about 
1820,  Nicholas  Shirey,  Richard  Nesbit, 
Kuntz,  William  Adams,  Thomas  Watson, 
Henry  and  John  Delph. 

John  Avery  was  the  first  blacksmith  in 
the  place  coming  to  the  town  in  1820. 
Patrick  Kerr,  built  the  first  store  and 
dwelling  which  were  under  one  roof  and 
kept  store.  This  building  was  situated 
on  the  property  now  occupied  by  the 
hotel.  In  1846  Samuel  Wilson  purchased 
the  property.  From  1847  to  1851,  George 
W  Arnold,  lately  deceased,  kept  store 
in  this  building.  When  Mr.  Arnold  gave 

up  the  business  the  building  was  turned 

into  a  hotel.  Tie  tmild»ur  was  sold  by 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  as  the  property 
of  a  Mr.  Larimer. 

The  fourth  grist  mill  was  erected  by 
G.  W.  Fulton  in  1872.  This  mill  was 
sold  by  the  Sheriff  in  1883  and  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  G.  W.  Arnold,  who  sold  it 
later  to  Mrs.  G.  W.  Fulton  she  selling  it 
to  Mr.  Spangler  who  with  Mr.  Rulofson 
owned  it  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire 
some  years  ago. 

The  post  office  was  first  located  at  Hul- 
ingsburg,  a  place  about  one  mile  above 
Reidsburg,  that  had  been  laid  out  by  a 
Mr.  Hulings,  a  paymaster  of  the  war  of 
1812.  Some  question  having  arisen  as  to  1 
the  correctness  of  Mr.  Hulings  accounts 
as  paymaster,  caused  that  gentleman  to 
;  leave  on  the  approach  of  a  government 
official.  When  the  post  office  was  at 
Hulingsburg  Hugh  Reid  was  postmaster 
and  kept  the  office  at  his  house.  Samuel 
Wilson  was  the  second  postmaster  and  had 
the  office  in  the  town  above  mentioned. 
In  1840  William  Keever  built  a  hotel  on 
the  Clarion  and  Sligo  road  just  above 
Reidsburg  and  he  being  appointed  post¬ 
master  had  the  office  removed  to  1  is  hotel 
and  succeeded  in  having  the  name 
changed  to  Keeversburg.  During  the 
administration  of  President  Lincoln,  how 
ever,  the  office  was  removed  to  Reidsburg 
and  again  its  name  was  for  third  time 
changed  to  the  place  it  was  kept  and  was 


been  called  Reidsburg  ever  since. 

The  first  school  house  in  the  township  | 
was  located  near  Reidsburg  and  was  used  j 

for  school  purposes  previous  to  18^4  when 
John  Magee  settled  in  the  township  and 
used  the  school  house  as  a  residence. 

Reidsburg,  Zion  Baptist  church  ^as 
originally  organized  in  Amos  Williams’ 
barn  near  fie  village  of  Williamsburg 
but  later  the  church  was  built  at  Relds- 
1.  .  uiiPPl,,R8  je  devoted 

*  being  Rev. 

Samuel  Frampton,  Rev.  Thomas  and  his 
son  Rev.  B.  H.  Thomas. 

Reid  Institute  was  established  by 
the  Clarion  Baptist  Association  in  1866 
and  is  now  under  the  co  ntrol  of  Rev.  Geo. 
Ballentine.  It  has  been  a  useful  place  of 
learning  in  its  day.  It  was  always  known 
as  Prescott  Hall:  was  burned  in  1877  and 
again  built  in  1880.  Profs.  Rittenhouse 
and  S.  C.  Gilbert  were  among  its  first 
principals.  It  is  now  under  the  charge 
of  Rev.  Geo.  Ballentine. 

Among  those  who  have  kept  store  in 
the  town  are  J.  H.  Wilson,  Wilson  &  Cor¬ 
bett,  Wilson  &  Anderson,  W.  C.  Sherrick 
David  Fleming.  George  McMillin,  Ed. 
Lerch,  Reed  Frampton,  G.  H.  Snyder, 

“  TT  1  A.  A.  M  M  /I  T"\  ^ 


Hindman. 

The  town  of  to-day  contains  about 
forty  dwellings  and  one  hotel,  The  White  j 
Swan,  kept  by  P.  C.  &  C.  A.  Williams, and 
one  store,  IX  C.  Hindman,  who  is  also 
postmaster,  Alvin  Shaw,  blacksmith, 
James  S.  Verner,  shoemaker,  The  Keever 
House,  kept  by  T.  J.  Keever,  and  a  skim- 
ing  station  of  the  Greenville  Creamery. 

Reidsburg  is  one  of  the  oldest  towns  in 
this  part  of  the  County,  its  original  set¬ 
tler  locating  .about  jdnetv-  six  vears  a?o.  |; 

Licking  Township. 

Lying  next  north  of  the  southern  tier  of 
townships  in  Clarion  county  is  Licking. 
Its  boundaries  are  on  the  north,  Beaver, 
on  the  east,  Piney,  on  the  south,  Toby,  | 
and  on  the  west  by  North  Perry  and  East  j 
Richland. 

Numerous  ridges  break  the  surface  of 
the  land,  but  nearly  all  can  be  success¬ 
fully  cultivated.  The  Clarion  river  di¬ 
vides  the  township,  thereby  watering  it 
thoroughly,  and  forms  the  dividing  town¬ 
ship  line  between  Licking  and  Beaver  as 
far  as  Delo’s  Eddy  and  from  the  Perry 
line  flows  through  the  township. 

Licking  creek  is  the  next  sized  stre  ga 
-and  makes  its  entrance  into  the  towns 
near  Craig’s  saw  mill  on  the  Sligo 
Callensburg  road  and  enters  the  Clarion 
river  at  Callensburg.  Cherry  run  eaters 
the  township  on  the  Millerstown  road 
near  John  Russels. 


T®5^  ■ 

~Neither  Licking  or  Cherry  runarelum-  j 
ber  streams  but  sufficiently  strong  to  pro  I 
duce  good  water  power.  Licking  creek  | 
recieves  the  waters  from  the  Mount  Zion 
Ridge.  The  streams  on  the  northwest 
slope  of  the  ridge  empty  into  the  Clarion 
river.  The  flowing  of  the  waters  in  dif¬ 
ferent  directions  cause  what  is  known  as 
the  “Loop.” 

The  timber  that  originally  covered  the 
land  of  the  township  was  composed  of 
pally  oak,  and  chestnut  on  the  ridges 
and  maple  and  walnut  in  the  valleys.  On 
the  south  of  the  river  there  was  a  long 
strip  of  pine  extending  from  the  mouth 
of  Pifer  run  to  the  township  line  above 
Canoe.  The  principal  products  of  the 
township  have  been  wheat,  corn,  oats,  rye 
and  buckwheat  and  large  crops  have  been 
the  rule.  Bounteous  crops  of  Apples  and 
Cherries  with  uncertain  season  of  peaches 
has  been  the  fruit  record.  Flax  was  at 
onetime  the  principal  product  of  the 
soil  and  some  attempts  were  made  to 
raise  tobacco. 

The  hills  in  the  township  are  full  of 
valuable  minerals  including  iron  ore, 
:oal  and  limestone.  The  coal  in  all  the  j 
hills  runs  in  four  foot  veins  and  the 
limestone  in  such  amount  as  to  be  al¬ 
most  inexaustible  and  protects  the 
farms  from  becoming  barren.  It  is  not 
known  to  be  a  fact  that  the  township  was 
ever  populated  by  Indians  but  the  suppo¬ 
sition  is  strong  that  they  did,  as  imple¬ 
ments  such  as  arrowheads,  tomohawks, 
wampum  and  other  things  used  by  them 
lhave  been  found  in  abundance.  It  may 
have  been  their  residence,  or  only  an 
occasional  hunting  place.  It  is  said  that 
the  first  settlement  in  the  township,  was 
one  on  the  farm  known  as  “Old  George 
Best  farm.’’  It  is  now  owned  by  Elias 
Ritts,  of  St.  Petersburg.  Near  this  place 
a  man  named  Range,  erected  a  house 
and  a  single  apple  tree  to-day  marks  the 
spot  where  his  cabin  stood.  This  was 
about  the  year  1802. 

In  1804  a  squatter  named  Thomas  Mor¬ 
gan  entered  the  northern  end  of  the 
township.  The  same  year  Alexander 
Wilson  took  up  his  residence  on  the 
Pine  Hollow  Road.  This  location  i6 
marked  by  some  apple  trees.  In  1807 
John  Elder,  settled  and  built  a  dwelling 
In  1808  Christopher  Reicherd.  In  1809“ 
Andrew  Louers  came  to  Bullock’s  Ford 
near  Callensburg  and  took  up  his  abode. 
Samuel  Lobaugh  in  1811  and  Jacob 
Whitmer,  in  1815.  Benjamin  Gardner, 
Sr.,  located  at  the  mouth  of  Beaver  in 
1812.  Hugh  Callen,  came  the  same  year 
Sidle  Lobough  came  to  the  township  in 
1822  and  John  Elliott  about  1834,  John 
Henry  1826;  Paul  Neely,  1831,  and  James 
E.  Wilson,  1836. 

Among  other  prominent  oid  settlers 
may  be  mentioned  Christopher  Over, 
George  Elliott,  John  Dunkle-,  John 
Reid,  Henry  Alexander  >  GeO.  Heiter,  Sr., 
Wm.  Elliott,  Hugh  Kilgore,  Abraham  I 
Frampton  and  some  others  whose  names  j 
we  failed  to  learn.  The  descendents  of  j 


those  pioneers,  are  numerous  in  the 
township  to-day.  All  respected,  useful 
citizens. 

The  minerals  and  vast  forests  con- 
tageous  to  excellent  water  power  created 
an  activity  in  iron  industries,  lumbering 
and  milling^ 

In  I814  Alexander  Wilson  built  the 
first  grist  mill  on  the  Clarion  river  near 
the  mouth  of  Licking  Creek.  This  mill 
was  unfortunate  as  it  was  burned,  re¬ 
built,  and  again  destroyed  by  fire.  Af¬ 
ter  the  second  fire,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Myers  built  another  mill  only  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  further  up  the  creek.  Trouble  be¬ 
tween  Wilson  and  Myers  caused  reports 
that  the  burning  of  the  mill  was  the 
work  of  incendiaries.  This  acquisition 
however,  was  never  proven.  For  the 
third  time  Mr.  Wilson  rebuilt  the  mill 
and  this  time  it  stood  until  time  assisted 
by  the  elements  caused  it  to  decay  and 
rot  away. 

John  Craig  erected  and  operated  a 
carding  mill.  This  mill  was  very  useful 
to  the  early  settlers  as  by  carding  their 
wool  the  women  were  saved  much  labor 
in  spinning  the  material  which  furnished 
clothes  and  warmth  for  their  families. 

Michael  Reichert  purchased  the  Myers 
mill  but  sold  it  later  to  Abram  Framp¬ 
ton.  _  Mr.  Frampton  built  a  new  mill  on 
the  pike  from  where  Parker,  now  is,  then 
called  Grahams  landing,  to  the  Jefferson 
county  line,  where  it  crossed  Licking 
Cieek.  The  mill  is  now  owned  by  W. 
Craig,  Sr. 

Benjamin  Jenkins  built  a  grist  mill 
known  as  the  Best  mill  on  the  Clarion 
river  below  Sassafras  Point  in  1833.  This 
mill  was  destroyed  by  the  ice  in  1885. 

The  Buchanan  Furnace  mill  was 
erected  in  1850  for  the  benefit  of  the  mill 
people. 

A  large  number  of  saw  mills  were  built 
along  the  Clarion  river  which  with  boat 
scaffolds,  gave  employment  to  many 
hands. 

Several  saw  mills  were  built  on  the 
smaller  streams  ;  on ~  Beaver,  Stoneham 
Run,  Alum  Rock  Run  and  Cherry  Run. 

Alexander  Craig  had  a  carding  mill  in 
1827.  This  mill  was  destroyed  by  the 
high  water  of  1847,  which  is  said  by  the 
older  people  of  the  township  to  have  been 
the  highest  stage  of  water  eyer  known. 

Wm.  Elliott,  Sr.,  also  had  a  carding 
mill. 

The  Buchanan  Furnace  was  built  by- 
Fred  Carry  and  Samuel  Plummer,  in  18- 
42.  Prospect  Furnace  was  built  on  Cherry- 
run  by  Harry  Alexander  and  James  Mc- 
Elroy  in  1845. 

It  seems  there  were  three  metal  wharfs 
Buchanans,  below  the  furnace,  the  Pros¬ 
pect  wharf  on  the  east  side  of  Licking 
■eau  Press  rfiiUL^1’Ero  wharf  above  Carry’s 
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***  Leries  in  Licking 
township  owned  by  "tv  coders,  Louis  Wil¬ 
son,  Fentons  and  Goulds. 

There  was  but  one  hotel  in  the  township 
and  that  was  situated  at  Easton,  near  Cal- 


;iensburg  ai(E  kept  by  P.  D. 

The  first  oil  operations  were  com¬ 
menced  in  1861,  but  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  of  tfie  rebellion  cut  short  the 
work  and  they  were  abandoned  until  its 
close.  A  number  of  wells  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  township  and  while  some  of 
them  have  had  a  little  oil  none  ever 
paid  to  operate  them. 

The  farming  community  turned  their 
attention  to’  stock  raising  and  by  import¬ 
ing  blooded  stock,  raised  the  grades  to  a 
high  state  of  excellence. 

The  first  store  in  the  township  was 
owned  by  John  Elliott  in  1824.  It  was 
located  where  W.  D.  Elliott  now  lives. 
Then  came  Abram  Allebach,  H.  E.  Best 
&  Co.,  Solomon  Shirey  at  Easton,  the 
building  with  his  name  still  standing, 
the  furnace  Companies  stores,  Samuel 
Rhea  and  Thomas  Purviance. 

Wilson  Colwill,  blacksmith,  Sidle  Lo 
baugh,  D.  R.  Lobaugh,  tanners,  Daniel 
Row  Russell  and  S.  S.  Whitmer,  black¬ 
smiths  were  the  pioneer  _  representatives 
,  in  their  respective  professions. 

The  township  had  three  churches,  Mt. 
Zion,  Lutheran,  built  in  1847:  Mount 
Zion  Reformed,  1883  and  1884  and  St. 
Johns,  date  unknown. 

The  township  contains  a  number  ot  dis¬ 
trict  schools,  among  them  the  Rock,  An¬ 
derson  Union  Hall,  Prospect,  Easton, 
Fairview,  Oak  Grove  and  Patterson. 

The  Range  Cabin  had  the  honor  of  con 
taining  the  first  school  in  181S  and  its 
destinies  were  presided  over  by  John  Rite 
The  township  has  given  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  public  officials: — J.  M.  Best,  county 
Treasurer,  J.  C.  Gatbreath,  Sheriff,  John 
Elliott,  Auditor,  B.  B.  Dunkle  Sheriff,  C. 
Reichart,  Prothonotary  (twice),  H.  E. 
Best,  Auditor,  Emanuel  Over.  Commis¬ 
sioner,  H.  P.  Elliott,  Auditor,  R.  Eaugh- 
lin,  Member  of  the  Legislature,  S.  A. 
Bell,  Commissioner  and  W.  A.  Beer,  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Legislature.  . 

Sidle  Lobaugh  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
State  Guards  ;  Alexander  Colwell,  was 
aid-de-camp  to  the  Major  General  of  the 
Twelfth  Division,  with  the  rank  of  Major. 

A  number  of  suicides  have  been  a  part 
of  the  townships  history. 

The  dam,  across  the  river  at  Cailensburg 
destroyed  i  large  amount  of  lumber,  but 
I  was  carried  away  by  an  ice  gorge  in  1865. 

I  The  township  to-day  is  well  governed 
and  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  peo¬ 
ple  being  of  unusual  intelligence  and  pro¬ 
gressive  in  their  occupations.  Callens- 
burg  is  the  largest  place  in  the  township 
the  history  ?f  which  has  been  written  in 
these  eoiut  ^  CITY 

When  the  brakeman  called  out,  in  his 
stentorian  tones,  Elk  City,  last  Friday 
afternoon  and  we  stepped  on  a  few  boards 
called  a  platform  and  saw  only  an  elder¬ 
ly  gentleman  with  a  mail  bag  in  his  hand 
with  a  back  ground  of  farms  and  forests 
on  all  sides,  we  thought  that  Alladin  had 
buried  his  lamp.  We  could  not  believe 
it  possible  tbat  less  than  a  decade 


within!  fewTfflfcfred  feet  of  where  we  | 
stood,  had  been  a  hustling,  wide  awake,  , 
business  community  of  over  ten  thousand 
people.  We  have  heard  of  towns  spring-- 
mg  up,  almost  in  a  day,  but  rarely  ever 
chronical  the  extinction  of  a  city  of  such 
magnitude. 

Ten  thousand  men,  women  and  child¬ 
ren  struggling  for  wealth.  Gone,  where, 
Hot  even  a  foundation  stone,  or  prop  of 
the  buildings  can  we  see.  As  we  rode 
•along,  our  companion  pointed  out  where 
had  oeen  a  large  hardware  store,  a  board¬ 
ing  house,  hotel,  grocery,  barber  shop  or 
dance  hall,  only  the  forests  or  cultivated 
fields  were  to  be  seen  and  great  faith  was 
necessary  to  believe  the  report  of  what 


once  had  been. 

About  1875,  when  the  oil  boom  had  ex¬ 
tended  to  Edenburg,  Elk  City,  of  the  fu- 1 
ture,  was  only  a  couple  of  farms,  one  on 
•each  side  of  the  pike  running  from  Ship- 
penville  to  Emlenton.  The  one  on  the 
lower  side  of  thejroad  belonging  to  Paul 
Black  and  the  one  above  being  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  Daniel  Kiser.  But  two  dwellings 
stood  on  these  properties,  one  occupied 
by  Samuel  Kiser  and  the  other  by  W .  H. 
Hollingshead. 

In  November  1875,  Miller  &  Aiken,  oil 
operators  from  Bullion,  drilled  a  well  on 
the  Kiser  farm  which  produced  40  barrels 
daily.  The  second  well  was  put  down  by 
Kiser  &  Hollingshead  with  about  the 
same  amount  of  oil  being  found.  These 
two  developments  practically  opened  the 
field  and  the  rush  began.  The  rpsli  for 
wealth,  gold. 

As  if  by  magic,  the  town  was  built.  Al¬ 
most  in  a  day  and  night.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  surrounding  country  woke  up  and 
rubbed  their  eyes  wondering  what  ma¬ 
gician  had  appeared  amongst  them  and 
•created  such  wonders. 

Men  and  women  of  all  classes,  were 
there  each  one  striving  to  be  first  in  the 

gathering  of  the  gold. 

..Gold  of  our  iauiers— Shining  Gold— 

For  whom  we’ve  sunk  all  thoughts 
divine—  , 

We’ve  seized  thee  ’neath  the  hiorthman  s 
cold 


.  I.  -  ,  11.  «  nnt-t.  +  0/111  tF  m  one 


viuc. 

For  you  we  rob,  we  cheat,  we  fret, 

We  re  pirates  yet,  we’re  pirates  yet.  ’ 

The  smooth  country  roads  were  soon 
cut  up  and  the  water  from  heaven  soon 
made  mud  holes  that  required  a  dozen 
strong  horses  to  haul  a  boilei  and  engine  [ 
to  the  wells.  The  demand  for  hauling 
was  so  great  that  fabulous  prices  were 
readily  obtained. 

Holes  were  drilled  into  the  ground 
with  a  rapidity  hitherto  unknown  in  the 
county.  Fiom  the  upper  to  the  lower 
end  of  the  field  along  the  pike,  buildings 
•of  all  kinds  and  discretions  were  erected  . 
in  such  short  space  of  time  that  both 
sides  were  solidly  built  for  oyer  a  mile. 

With  the  coming  of  the  operators  and  j 
their  hands,  the  hotel  keeper  and  mer-  |  : 
chant  kept  abreast.  The  first  hotel  being  | 
built  and  conducted  by  a  Mr.  Sullivan, 
then  came  the  Loomis  house  which  is  al-  !  " 
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most  the  only  building  yet*  standing  of 


the  magic  city,  fhe  natne  cdh  yet  be 
.read  but  will  soon  be  obliterated  by  the 
.estroyer  of  all  things,  time.  Mr.  John- 
on,  Thomas  Taylor,  and  Fred  Hepp,  all 
:ept  hotels  the  latter  had  a  billiard  room 
n  connection.  Among  the  many  store¬ 
keepers  were  :  Mike  and  John  Amslerhad 
the  first  grocery  store.  Mr.  Steele  con¬ 
ducted  a  store  where  W.  H.  Kiser  now 
deals  out  merchandise,  Donbery  had  a 
Clothing  store  ;  Swabb,  Buzard,  Stewart 
[Hunter  Hull, and  Updegraph,  were  among 
the  grocers.  Mr  Rice  had  a  dry  goods 
and  millinery  store  Archey  Gilfillan,  now  ■ 
of  Clarion,  had  a  lumber  yard,,  from  j 
rtnch  many  of  the  houses  were  built.  A 
iank  was  conducted  by  the  Huff  Bros., 
'here  was  an  opera  house.  It  required 
'bout  twenty-five  hotels  to  accommodate 
the  hungry  people  and  furnish  them  beds 
fhese  hotels  all  sold  liquor  though  very 
tew  had  license  to  do  so. 

There  were  boarding  houses  and  restan- 
everywhere  and  all  did  a  thriving 
business.  It  required  a  large  number  of 
dance  halls  to  furnish  pleasure  (?)  or 
amusements  for  the  cosmopolitan  popu¬ 
lation.  Among  these,  there  was  one 

maintained  by  the  noted  libertine,  Ben 
Hogan,  a  man  whose  unsavory  character 
was  known  the  world  over.  But  his  Elk 
City  dance  hall  has,  like  its  owner,  gone 
through  a  cleansing,  reformatory  process, 
and  is  to-day,  in  its  new  location,  used  as 
Delo’s  chapel.  The  building  once  used 
for  the  most  degrading  purposes  is  now  a 
house  in  which  righteousness  and  truth 
are  proclaimed  and  wickedness  de¬ 
nounced.  Its  former  owner,  Ben  Hogan, 
who  was  instrumental  in  the  downfall  of 
many  is  to-day  preaching  salvation  and 
is  trying  to  undo  the  evil  of  his  past  life 
in  his  efforts  to  lead  his  fellow  men  to  a 
better  life. 

Fights  were  numerous  in  the  place  but 
no  one  was  killed  as  a  result.  One  man,  i 
George  Coyle,  was  badly  injured  in  one 
of  the  fights,  but  recovered. 

Fortunes  were  made  as  well  as  lost. 
Oil  was  selling  at  three  dollars  per  barrel 
One  lease  of  eleven  wells  known  as  the 
Sugar  Camp  paid  $27,000  monthly.  The 
largest  wells  were  both  owned  by  the 
Oak  Shade  Oil  Company  and  they  pro¬ 
duced  about  three  hundred  barrels  daily. 

One  hundred  dollars  was  the  price  paid 
for  hauling  a  boiler  and  engine  from 
Foxburg  to  Elk  City,  and  it  required  an 
even  dozen  horses  to  do  the  work. 

The  railroad  at  that  time  had  not  yet 
[reached  the  city  and  it  is  said  that  the 
trainmen  would  receive  large  gitts  01 1 
money  to  shift  certain  cars  on  the  siding  j 
before  others,  so  that  certain  men  could 
expediate  matters. 

A  post  office  was  established  in  1875, 
with  T.  1  aarmr(f<7er  as  first  post  master. 
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He  was  .  ,v 

H.  Kiser.  Wm.  ...  uut  street  iser- 
At  one  tithe  the  volumn  01  ^ was 
so  great  that  it  became  a  Presidential 
office  with  a  salarv  of  *2. no o  To-dav  it 


In  1877,  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  organized 
a  Lodge,  No.  948,  but  the  meeting  place  1 
I  was  changed  in  1883,  to  Shippenville 
where  it  now  exists. 

Mountain  Lodge  No.,  114,  A.  O.  U.  W. 
was  also  organized  at  Elk  City  in  1877, 
but  moved  to  Shippenville  the  same  year 
the  Odd  Fellows  moved . 

During  the  excitement  of  the  drilling, 
some  of  the  community  thought  of  sacred 
things  and  two  churches  were  erected. 
One  the  Methodist,  Rev.  Smith  was  its 
first  pastor.  The  contractor  for  this 
building  left  the  county  and  a  number  of 
debts  on  the  building  as  well.  The  Sher¬ 
iff  sold  the  building  to  Philip  Gloss,  who 
afterwards  sold  the  building  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  who  now  own  it  and  Rev. 
Frampton  of  Shippenville,  is  now  in 
charge. 

The  Union  church  was  also  built  for  the 
use  of  all  denominations.  This  building 
finally  became  the  property  of  the  brass 
j  band  and  was  used  by  them  for  a  practice 
I  hall. 

Large  amounts  of  money  were  quickly 
made.  One  incident  is  related  of  a  prop¬ 
erty  being  sold  for  $22,000  and  six  weeks 
later  for  $140,000. 

When  the  Bradford  field  was  first 
opened,  a  rush  was  made  to  that  point, 
and  many  small  wells  were  abandoned 
that  would  have  paid  well  to  have  kept 
pumping. 

Elk  City  had  only  one  large  fire  when 
about  twenty  buildings  were  destroyed. 
This  fire  was  no  draw  back  to  the  town 
however,  and  the  burnt  district  was  sOon 
rebuilt. 

Among  the  physicians  of  the  day  of 
Elk  City’s  prosperity  were,  Doctors  Bak¬ 
er,  W.  P.  Shoemaker,  and  A.  R.  McCor¬ 
mick,  the  latter  now  of  Tylersburg,  Pa. 

Daniel  Sigworth  had  a  large  drug  store 
[The  Swan  Bros.,  also  had  a  drug  store. 

Morgan  Mainwaring,  Smith  &  Banks 
and  Alex  Wilson,  all  had  machine  shops. 
Blackburn  and  Jack  Hanlon,  had  boiler 
works.  Mr.  Holden  conducted  the  largest 
hardware  store  in  the  place. 

The  town  rose  with  the  spouting  of  the 
oil  and  vanished  when  it  ceased  to  flow. 

Elk  City  occupies  a  place  in  history  but 
that  is  the  only  thing  to  remind  the  pass¬ 
er-by  that  it  existed. 

The  Magi  rubbed  his  lamp  and  the 
city  appeared,  he  lost  his  lamp  and  the 
city  like  its  flame,  went  out. 

Driving  from  Shippenville  to  Edenburg 
when  a  little  over  half  way,  as  you  spin 
over  the  fine  level  stretch  of  ground  no¬ 
tice  the  thirteen  houses  along  the  way 
and  imagine,  if  you  can,  the  prosperous 
wicked  city,  that  once  lived,  breathed  and 
died  at  that  point. 

To-day  the  place  is  a  little  hamlet  of 
about  a  dozen  houses,  their  occupants, 
farmers.  The  old  gentleman,  Alex 
Walker,  goes  up  the  hill  to  the  post- 
office  daily.  W.  H.  Kiser  and  Charles 
Dawn  each  have  a  general  store  where 
they  supply  the  people  of  the  section 


with  merchandise.  W.  H.  Kiser  is  post  j 

“some  wells  are  still  pumping  and  other 
wells  being  cleaned  out  show  that  the 
pool  is  not  exhausted  as  abandoned  wells 
are  producing  from  three  to  five  barrels 
when  put  in  proper  shape.  _ 

Mr.  David  Emerick  has  just  finished  a 
•well  that  gives  him  thirty  barrels  daily. 

Elk  City  may  again  be  a  moneymaking 
centre,  but  will  hardly  have  the  same 
size  or  class  of  population  it  once  did. 

We  are  under  many  obligations  to  Mr. 

W.  H.  Hollingshead,  for  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  contained  in  theabove  article.  __ 

FERN  CITY. 

The  writer  of  history  is  no  doubt  often 
mystified  by  tales  of  things  unseen  that 
have  been  real  in  the  past.  But  yet,  why 
should  he?  To  read  history  is  but  to 
learn  of  what  has  been.  Did  we  not  be¬ 
lieve  the  report  of  the  historian,  wh  B 
would  be  the  use  of  his  records  ?  One  ,  - 
the  essentials  required  of  the  Christian 
is  faith  and  a  firm  belief  in  events  and 
things  that  have  occurred  years  ago.  The 
foolish  claim  of  a  man  that  he  cannot 
believe  because  he  does  not  personally 
see  the -object  itself,  places  him  at  once 
as  a -skeptic  and  a  fool. 

In  writing  of  Clarion  county,  the  his¬ 
torian  comes  across  more  of  the  past  that 
has  faded  and  gone  than  probably  in  any 
other  county  in  the  state.  The  wonder¬ 
ful  developments  of  oil  which  reached 
and  crossed  the  county  some  twenty -one 
•or  two  years  ago  is  the  cause.  Men  in 
seeking  wealth  are  like  the  migratory 
bird  ;  they  only  stay  in  one  place  as  long 
as  the  season  lasts  or  their  sustenance 
can  be  easily  procured.  So  it  was  with 
the  floating  populations  that  crossed  this 
county,  settling  down  in  one  spot  only 
so  long  as  the  oil  continued  in  paying 
quantities,  then  up  stakes  and  away. 

The  place  named  Fern  City  originally 
belonged  to  John  Fern,  who  farmed  his 
acres  content  in  the  belief  that  the  soil 
was  furnishing  him  with  a  living. 

After  the  excitement  at  Edenburg  had 
-subsided  the  district  known  as  the  Cog- 
ley  oil  field  was  opened  and  a  little  town 
sprang  up  there. 

About  thirteen  years  ago  -a  well  was 
put  down  on  the  Berlin  tract  producing 
four  barrels.  Crawford  &  Bros,  of  Eden- 
burg  drilled  the  second  well  on  the 
Young  farm.  Kahle  Bros,  and  McKeever 
followed  on  the  same  farm,  all  bringing 
in  wells  of  about  the  same  amount.  Then  | 


the  inhabitants  of'  the  Cogley  district 
turned  their  eyes  to  the  farm  of  John 
Fern,  and  in  a  body  changed  their  loca¬ 
tion  to  that  point.  Suddenly  a  town 
sprang  up,  and  it  was  named  for  the 
owner  of  the  land,  being  called  Fern 
City.  Part  of  the  city  was  built  on  the 
property  belonging  to  Mr.  Hess. 

On  the  Wm.  Hess  farm  twenty-nine 
wells  were  put  down.  They  were  all 
small  producers.  Mr.  Hess  himself 
drilled  eleven  wells,  four  of  which  are 
still  pumping  to-day.  There  are  ten 
wells  on  his  farm  still  pumping,  having 
held  out  for  the  past  thirteen  years. 

The  town  proper  was  built  on  a  ridge, 

being  one  of  the  highest  points  in  that 

portion  of  the  county.  The  first  store¬ 
keepers  to  locate  were  Hockman  & 
Mong,  who  dealt  in  hardware.  John 
Shaffer  had  a  clothing  store  ;  Sherrick, 
Knight  and  Co.  dealt  in  groceries.  The 
Erst  hotel  was  conducted  by  Mr.  McFarr 
■There  was  also  the  Shady  Side  and  Wolf 
hotels,  besides  a  -number  of  others,  as 
well  as  boarding  houses  and.  restaurants. 
.Quite  a  number  of  other  store  keepers, 
whose  names  we  could  not  learn,  sold 
merchandise.  The  records  say  there  were 
thirteen  saloons,  but  the  inhabitants  of 
to-day  who  were  there  during  the  excite¬ 
ment  say  there  were  at  least  sixty  places 
where  liquor  was  openly  sold.  The  town 
was  also  filled  with  dissolute  women  and 
dance  hulls.  In  fact,  “Fern  City”  had  the 
record  of  being  the  wickedest  place  in 
the  entire  oil  field. 

The  largest  wells  struck  at  this  point 
are  recorded  as  doing  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels. 

A  church  was  built  at  the  height  of  the 
town’s  prosperity,  and  was  used  by  the 
different  denominations.  The  Metho¬ 
dists,  however,  supplied  the  pulpit  by 
their  Edenburg  minister  more  frequently 


The  nearest  shipping  point  where 
machinery  could  be  hauled  from  was 
Edenburg,  about  six  miles  distant.  The  | 
roads  soon  became  almost  impassable  ;  | 
the  constant  hauling  in  muddy  weather  , 
cutting  them  so -deep  that  the  bed  of  the 
wagons  would  frequently  drag  in  the 
mud.  The  amount  of  profanity  used  by 
the  busy  teamsters  was  said  to  remind 
the  hearer  of  the  infernal  regions. 

About  six  years  of  this  kind  of  excite¬ 
ment  brought  the  end.  The  oil  seemingly 


Save  Jut,~ahd  t fie' twelve  hundred  people 
iwho  congregated  at  Fern  City  left,  and 
'the  wicked  city  of  a  pretty  name  was 
known  only  in  the  minds  of  the  many 
who  had  inhabited  it. 

The  jriace  to-day  contains  about  one- 
half  dozen  houses  arid  probably  thirty- 
fiye  human  beings  live  there.  They  are 
mostly  all  thrifty  farmers  who  till  the 
ground  and  pump  small  wells  which  have 
become  their  property. 

Twelve  years  ago  last  spring  the  writer 
visited  the  place  and  took  dinner  at  one 
of  the  many  hotels.  The  tables  were 
crowded  and  the  fare  extremely  plain. 
The  only  luxurious  thing  about  it  was 
the  price.  We  rode  from  Edenburg  in  a 
two-horse  hack  with  a  number  of 

IU'ea“j5r^  axle  deeP>  and 

Wucij  -a'n“t  street  city  found  a 

busy  throng.  Last  Friday  when  we 
drove  to  the  only  store  in  the  place,  we 
inquired  if  we  were  at  Fern  City,  and  on 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  looked 
upon  the  fields  around  with  the  shocked 
corn  and  stubbles  and  wondered  where 
the  busy  town  had  gone. 

The  only  store  in  the  town  at  the  pres- 
sent  writing  is  conducted  by  Al.  Masters. 
Trinity  Evangelical  Church,  a  pretty, 
neat  building  is  up  the  road  a  little  disl 
tance,  Rev.  Ulrich  being  its  pastor.  The 
district  school  is  near  by  and  is  presided 
over  this  winter  by  Prof.  Murphy. 

Fern  as  the  place  is  generally  called, 
flourished  in  its  day  like  the  green  fern 
of  the  woods,  but  the  winter  of  adversity 
blasted  it  and  it  died. 


Kossuth. 


The  word  sounds  full 
Kossuth  ?  11  of  Patriotism. 

th>  the  cele  rated  patriot  of 
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[surrounding  the  place  to  sustain  a  store 
of  general  merchandise  purchased  a 
stock  of  goods  and  proceeded  to  sell 
them  to  his  neighbors. 

Mr.  Smith  either  found  better  induce¬ 
ments  ofFered  at  another  location  or  else 
becoming  tired  of  the  monotonous  life, 
moved  his  family  to  Deleware,  when  he 
has  continued  to  reside  ever  since. 

Following  Mr.  Smith  in  the  store 
business  came  Edward  jMeeker  and 
Kribbs. 

About  1875,  the  developement  of  the 
oil  territory  aad  reached  the  place. 

Among  the  other  store  keepers  wh0 
sold  goods  at  Kossuth  were,  E.  G.  Lam- 
berton,  Mart  Black,  George  Walker,  now 
of  Oil  City  snd  a  number  of  others 
During  the  oil  excitement  the  Mimm 
Brothers  kept  hotel.  There  were  a 
number  of  boarding  house  to  accomodate 
the  floating  population. 

H.  J.  Smith  was  the  first  postmaster 
commissioned  by  the  government  to 
Ireceive  and  distribute  the  mails  coming 
and  going  from  the  place.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Eamberton  and  he  in 
turn  hy  W.  A.  Weaver,  the  present  in¬ 
i'  cumbent. 

The  nearest  church  to  the  place  was  St. 
Mark’s  Lutheran  and  the  next  the  Valley 
church. 

The  school  used  to  educate  the  child¬ 
ren  of  the  town  and  neighborhood  was 
that  of  the  township. 

The  oil  operations  were  extensive  but 
the  excitement  never  reached  as  high  a 
|  point  as  it  did  in  Elk  City  and  Fern  City. 

A  large  number  of  wells  were  completed 
which  varied  from  four  to  one  hundred 
barrels  per  day  the  latter  amount  being 
the  largest  of  the  Kossuth  field. 

Sackett,  Eichner  &  Co.,  a  home  com¬ 
pany  were  among  the  largest  operators 
and  had  also  the  largest  wells. 

The  town  never  in  its  past  history 
attained  any  prominence  as  to  size  of 
population,  nor  was  it  as  full  of  wicked¬ 
ness  as  some  of  its  sister  oil  towns.  It 
was  known  however  as  one  of  the  sure 
territories  for  steady  pumpers  though 
small  in  size. 

A  number  of  the  old  wells  ars  still 
pumping  to  day  and  yielding  a  good 
profit  to  their  owners  even  though  oil  is 
only  sixty-five  cents  per  barrel. 

It  seems  singular  to  hear  as  the  writer 
did  a  short  time  ago  where  he  was 


_ ..ing  material  for  this  article,  a 

farmer  say,  “This  is  the  last  load  of 
fodder  I  can  haul  this  afternoon  as  I 
must  go  and  pump  my  wells”. 

The  corn  may  be  a  poor  crop.  Wheat 
may  not  come  up  to  the  average,  the  pota 
toes  may  rot  yield,  the  oats  must  badly, 
but  many  of  the  farmers  of  that  section 
have  their  small  pumping  wells  as  a 
reserve  fund  to  draw  on  and  are  comfot- 
able  and  happy. 

The  present  population  is  small,  pro¬ 
bably  there  are  a  dozen  houses  scattered 
in  the  half  mile  from  the  center  of  the  ; 
place.  M.  D.  &  W.  A.  Weaver  conduct 
the  only  store  at  the  town  proper  and  [ 
W.  A.  Weaver  of  the  firm  is  the  present 
postmaster. 

Politically  the  community  is  Republi¬ 
can  and  have  a  sufficiently  large  majority 
to  elect  men  of  their  party  to  conduct  the 
affairs  at  that  place. 

B.  B.  Mimm,  of  Kossuth  was  a  candi¬ 
date  of  the  Republican  party  in  1894  for 
Sheriff,  but  was  defeated  by  J.  M.  Stiltzer. 
He  was  again  a  candidate  for  the  nomi¬ 
nation  for  sheriff  last  spring,  but  ran 
short  of  S.  X.  McClellan. 

The  place  Is  situated  on  a  fine  piece  of 
land  surrounded  by  excellent  farms,  and 
an  intelligent  community.  Kossuth  is 
about  four  miles  from  Edenburg  and  one 
from  Fern  City. 

In  all  probability  the  town  has  seen  its 
best  days,  and  its  past  history  has 
chronicled  its  greatness  and  days  of 
prosperity. 

The  name  sounds  as  rough  it  had 
been  narnedj  to  accomplished  greater 
things,  but  does  not  seem  to  have 
accomplished  much. 

MADISON  TOWNSHIP,  f 

Madison  township  was  taken  from 
Toby  township  situated  in  the  south  west¬ 
ern  part  of  the  county. 

Were  it  not  for  the  borough  of  Rimers- 
burg,  the  eastern  and  northern  boundar¬ 
ies  would  be  straight  lines.  Redbank 
creek  being  the  southern  boundary  makes 
that  line  very  irregular. 

The  hills  of  Madison  township  are  un. 
derlaid  with  a  fine  quality  of  bituminous 
coal  and  limestone,  the  latter  cropping 
out  along  the  bluffs  overhanging  Red- 
bank  creek. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  township  re¬ 
ceived  its  first  settlers  about  1800,  and 
that  the  pioneers  who  came  at  that  time 
settled  where  the  Conner  School  is  now 
located.  Thomas  Conner  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  first  man  to  have  built 
a  log  cabin  at  that  place.  The  historian 


also  states  that  his  son,  John  Conners 
was  born  in  this  cabin  the  year  his  pa¬ 
rents  moved  to  Clarion  County. 

In  1801,  Alexander  .McCain  located 
near  the  Redbank  coal  yard.  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cain  was  a  school  teacher  in  the  section 
in  which  he  resided,  teaching  in  the  win¬ 
ter  and  working  on  his  clearing  and 
among  his  crops  during  the  warm  months 
of  summer.  Mr.  McCain  was'  a  noted 
man  in  the  community,  where  he  lived, 
as  he  was  a  fine  Biblical  scholar,  quoting 
almost  any  passage  at  a  moments  notice. 
He  was  also  an  extreme  abolitionist  be- 
lieving  that  all  men  regardless  of  color, 
should  be  free. 

John  McGee  followed  Mr.  McCain  and 
located  in  the  “Great  Bend.”  In  1805, 
John  and  David  Meek  built  a  log  house 
near  where  Rimersburg  now  stands. 

About  this  time  the  road  called  the 
Watterson  road,  running  from  Corsica,  in  1 
Jefferson  county,  to  Watterson  on  the 
Allegheny  river  was  laid  out.  It  is  claimed 
by  some  to  have  been  the  first  road  laid 
out  in  the  county  but  by  other  authorities 
it  is  said  to  be  the  third. 

In  1812,  David  Dawson  who  was  a  land 
agent  and  surveyor  settled  near  the  pres¬ 
ent  site  of  Dawsonham.  He  was  the  father 
of  David  Dawson,  Fsqr.,  of  Clarion  and 
Dr.  Dawson  of  Brookville.  He  was  a 
man  bound  to  rise  in  the  world.  The 
present  town  was  named  after  him,  he 
represented  the  County,  in  the  legisla¬ 
ture,  and  filled  various  responsible  county 
offices  with  honor  and  credit.  He  died 
only  about  a  year  ago  respected  and 
loved  by  all  who  had  known  him. 

Fleming  Davidson,  who  had  resided 
near  Curllsville  moved  to  a  point  in  Mad¬ 
ison  township  now  known  as  the  Reed 
farm,  and  built  one  of  the  largest  houses  j 
in  the  township  at  that  day.  The  house 
was  two  stories  high  and  occupied  thirty 
by  fifty  feet.  Mr.  Davidson  in  the  early 
days  held  the  position  of  Military  Brigade 
Inspector. 

Mathew  Hosey,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812  and  one  of  the  men  who  defended 
Fort  Meigs,  located  about  this  time. 
Some  of  the  Hosey  family  still  reside  in 
the  county  "and  are  well  known,  respected 
citizens.  Another  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  township  was  Peter  Benninger,  a 
German  who  with  his  wife  and  one  horse 
built  a  barn  above  the  mouth  of  Catfish 
run  on  the  Allegheny  river.  Of  course  it 


is  supposed  they  built  the  house  they 
lived  in,  first.  Milache  Buzzard  was  also 
among  the  pioneers  who  located  above 
Catfish  run  on  the  hill. 

One  of  the  land  warrants  of  the  Wat- 
tersons,  dates  back  to  the  summer  of  18- 
jo3.  At  the  time  of  the  Wattersons  resi¬ 
dence  they  owned  part  of  the  site  of  the 
iRedbank  furnace,  the  Indians  dwelt  on 
the  flat  below  and  were  neighbors  of  the 
family. 

Among  the  other  prominent  settlers  of 
the  township  was  Joseph  Rankin  a  man 
who  served  his  country  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Associate  Judge  and  member  of 
the  Assembly.  He,  with  his  brother, 
Benjamin,  came  from  Toby  township  to 
Madison. 

Clarion  County  History  says  of  these 
two  brothers:  “These  two  brothers  mar¬ 
ried  two  sisters,  which  was  not  so  remark¬ 
able  as  the  tact  that  the  two  families  lived 
amicably  in  the  same  house,  strictly  ob¬ 
serving  the  following  peculiar  arrange¬ 
ments  :  Joseph  being  the  eldest  brother, 
did  all  the  managing  of  affairs  in  which 
the  male  portion  of  the  household  had 
any  part  ;  on  the  other  hand,  Mrs.  Ben- 
j  amin,  being  the  older  of  the  two  wives, 
had  absolute  control  of  the  female  portion 
of  the  family,  their  cares,  and  their  be¬ 
longings,  even  to  chastising,  all  the 
:  daughters  of  both  families,  while  Mr. 
j  Joseph  did  the  whipping  that  was  needed 

by  the  boys  on  both  sides  of  the  house.” 

At  the  formation  ot  the  township,  Law- 
sonham  was  the  voting  place  but  It  was 
afterwards  changed  to  New  Athens  where 
it  remains  to-day. 

It  is  said  that  the  first  school  taught  in 
the  township  was  located  near  Lawson- 
ham.  Mr.  Lawson  hired  the  teacher  to 
teach  his  own  children  and  such  of  the 
neighbors  as  desired  the  benefit  of  in¬ 
struction.  Later  the  teacher  was  hired 
j  by  the  year  and  par*-  of  the  expense  was 
j  born  by  Mr.  Lawson  and  the  rest  by  the 
|  community. 

There  has  been  five  iron  furnaces  in 
operation  within  the  limits  of  the  town- 
I ship,  namely;  Pike  furnace,  situated  on 
I  Fiddler’s  Run  near  Lawsonham  built  by 
'Lawson,  Duff  and  Orr  in  1845. 

The  Wildcat  Furnace,  on  Wildcat  Run 
by  Lawson  &  Flick  either  in  1843  or  18- 
45,  the  latter  date  we  are  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  correct.  Catfish  furnace  was 

****  .  It  was  situ- 
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built  in  1846,  by  Joseph  Over  and  others, 
It  was  afterwards  owned  by  Alexander 
Miller  and  leased  to  J.  L.  Miller.  Red- 
bank  Furnace  was  built  by  McCollough 
and  Reynolds  in  XS59.  It  was  the  only 
coke  furnace  ever  operated  in  the  county. 

It  was  also  the  largest,  as  it  turned  out 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  tons  of  iron 
per  week  and  employed  between 
three  and  four  hundred  hands.  In  1878. 
the  furnace  manufactured  its  own  coke 
having  forty-two  ovens.  In  I887  the 
company  owned  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
ore  unmined.  Since  1881  the  company 
owning  the  furnace  and  land,  has  been 
David  and  John  D.  Reynolds. 

The  last  Furnace  to  be  built  was  the 
Sarah  Furnace.  It  was  located  on  the 


east  bank  of  the  Allegheny  river,  north 
of  the  mouth  of  Catfish  run.  It  was  built 
by  the  Plummers  in  i860.  Originally  it 
used  charcoal,  but  was  afterwards 
changed  to  coke. 

Very  little  oil  has  been  found  in  the 
territory;  about  four  barrels  being  the 
largest.  Some  good  gas  wells  however 
have  been  drilled  within  the  last  few 
years.  Gas  came  to  the  surface  in  sever¬ 
al  places  on  Catfish  Run. 

Large  coal  mines  have  been  and  are 
still  operated  in  the  township.  Several 
mines  are  situated  at  and  around  Rimers- 
I  burg  and  at  Lawsonham.  The  coal  in¬ 
dustry  has  been  the  principal  one  in  the 
township.  Hundreds  of  men  have  found 
employment  and  are  to-day  occupied  in 
mining  the  black  diamonds. 

About  1807  a  grist  mill  was  built  by 
John  Mortimer.  John  Lawson  built  the 
Pike  Furnace  mill  in  1824.  It  was  situ¬ 
ated  near  Lawsonham.  This  mill  was 
destroyed  by  a  flood.  Jesse  Flick  rebuilt 
the  null  sold  it  to  Mr.  Yeager.  Mr.  Flick 
soon  afterwards  was  killed  by  being 
caught  in  the  machinery  betore  Mr. 
Yeager  took  posession.  Again  was  the 
mill  swept  away  by  flood  but  was  rebuilt 
by  the  Pike  Furnace  Company.  Guther- 
ies  mill,  known  as  Kissinger's  mill  was 
built  in  1830  by  William  Guthrie. 

David  Lawson  built  the  first  saw  mill 
about  1812 — 13  at  Lawsonham. 

The  ferry  at  Redbank  was  owned  and 
operated  by  James  Watterson,  Sr. 

A  large  warehouse  built  by  James 
Watterson  on  the  bank  of  the 
Allegheny  river  contained  at  times  as 
high  as  “eleven  thousand  barrels  of  flour” 
Thirty  wagons  were  often  loaded  in  a 
single  day, 

Wattersons  ferry  was  a  busy  place  in 
its  day.  History  says  as  many  as  eleven 
hundred  meals  were  served  in  one  day 
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_iat  the  creek  and  river  were  blocked 

„n  rafts.  A  three  story  hotel  accomo¬ 
dated  travelers  and  frequently  it  could 
not  accomodate  the  people.  It  was  a 
rough  place,  fights  being  of  frequent  oc- 
courence.  However  when  the  railroad 
entered  things  quieted  down. 

Several  churches  accommodated  the 
people  at  Rimersburg,  Sandy  Hollow  and 
Lawsonham. 

Madison  Township  has  furnished  her 
full  proportions  of  State  and  County  offi¬ 
cials  and  professional  men  among  whom 
may  be  mentioned  ;  Hon.  J.  B.  Lawson, 
ex-county  Commissioner,  Associate  Judge 
and  a  member  of  the  Legislature;  Rev. 
Thomas  B.  Lawson,  a  prominent  Episco¬ 
pal  clergyman  of  Mossouri  ;  David 
Lawson,  Esqr.,  an  attorney  of  Clarion  ; 
Rev.  Orr  Lawson,  of  Dakota  ;  Dr.  C. 
Lawson  of  Brookville  ;  J.  A.  Summer¬ 
ville,  Member  of  the  Assembly;  Dr. 
John  Summerville  ;  Capt.  Newell  Hosey 
probate  Judge  of  Green  County,  Missouri; 
John  Klingensmith.  ex  sheriff  and  Jacob 
Truby  once  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 

The  township  to-day  is  composed  of  in¬ 
telligent  people  and  is  one  of  the  richest 
in  the  county,  both  in  mineralre  sources 
and  agriculture. 

The  towns  of  the  township  are, 
j  Rimersburg,  Lawsonham,  Catfish  and 
'  1  New  Athens. 

The  post  offices  are  Catfish,  Lawson¬ 
ham,  New  Athens  and  Redbank  Furnace. 

WEST  MONTEREY. 

The  -name  of  this  village  sends  a  thrall 
of  patriotism  through  the  veins  of  all 
Americans.  | 

The  brave  attack  and  capture  of  Mon- 
tery  by  the  six  thousands  soldiers  under 
General  Taylor  against  much  larger  num-  [ 
bens  during  the  Mexican  war  was  one  of  j 
the!  bravest  of  the  many  successful  events 
in  establishing  the  boundry  line  along 
the  Rio  Grande  river.  *  | 

The  land  occupied  by  the  present  town 
was  in  the  .early  days  owned  by  the  Bing¬ 
ham  estate.  Mathew  Hosey,  metioned  in 
last  week’s  history  was  the  agent  for  the 
estate  and  sold  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  the  land  along  the  Allegheny  ! 
river  to  James  Hogan.  This  event ' 
happened  about  1830.  Mr.  Hogan  had 
resided  on  the  property  for  some  time 
previous  to  purchasing  it,  as  he  was  I 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  vacant 
land.  On  discovering  that  it  was  proper¬ 
ty  belonging  to  others  he  purchased  the 1 
land  as  he  had  already  made  improve¬ 
ments,  such  as  clearing  land,  erecting  I 
building  and  tilling  the  fields. 

Across  the  river  from  his  land  was  what 
called  Miller’s  Eddy.  This  was  a 


popular  landing  place  for  the  raftsman 
coming  down  the  river,  especially  for 
those  coming  out  of  the  Clarion. 

Just  above  the  town' on'the  same  side 

was  Hogan's  Eddy,  the  name  has  since 
changed,  however,  to  Keefers  Eddy. 

At  Miller’s  Eddy  there  was  a  large 
boarding  house  which  accommodated 
the  raftsmen.  The  situation  of  the 
landing  was  against  its  ever  becoming  a 
large  place  as  the  hill  rose  perpendicular 
almost  from  the  waters  edge. 
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only  cabin  on  this  side  of  the  river.  The 
next  house  built  was  erected  by  his  son 
Washington  Hogan.  The  third  house 
was  owned  by  Herbert  then  came  Wil¬ 
liam. 

The  original  house  of  James  Hogan 
stood  on  the  river  bank  where  the  beauti¬ 
ful  residence  of  Dr.  Walker  now  stands. 
The  land  in  front  of  Mr.  Hogan’s  house, 
extended  out  about  one  hundred  feet 
towards  the  river  further  at  that  time 
than  it  does  to-day.  The  washing  of  the 
water  along  the  shore  has  gradually  ^ 
caused  it  to  cave  in  and  has  carried  it 
down  stream  where  it  .no  doubt  helps 
form  some  of  the  islands  along  the  river. 

About  1849,  John  Hogan,  son  of  James 
concluded  the  farm  would  some  day  be¬ 
come  a  growing  town  and  secured  the 
services  of  ’Squir  Means,  a  prominent 


citizens  of  Clarion  county  and  a  well 
known  surveyor,  to  plot  a  town  and  lay 
it  out  in  lots.  This  being  done,  they 
were  offered  for  sale.  Among  the  first 


purchasers  were  S.  W.  Steel,  James 
Shephard,  James  Hagerty,  Jude  Hagger¬ 
ty,  Wm.  P.  Lash  and  John  Berger. 

John  Hogan  called  the  town  Monterev 
The  Mexican  war  having  ended  so  suc¬ 
cessfully  to  the  American  cause,  and 
patriotism  running  high,  he  wished  to 
commemorate  the  victory  for  all  time  to 
come,  or  as  long  as  the  town  was  popu¬ 
lated  by  giving  to  it  the  name  of  this 
battle  that  added  luster  to  our  combine 
arms.  John  Hogan  was  an  extreme  abol¬ 
itionist,  being  one  of  the  first  agitators 
in  the  cause  of  freedom  for  the  black 
man,  many  ot  whom  he  has  assisted  in 
obtaining  that  state  with  the  assistance 
of  the  celebrated  undergrond  railroad. 
Some  of  the  documents  he  wrote  In  the 
cause  of  emancipation,  are  yet  in  the 
posession  of  some  of  the  family. 

The  first  public  house  or  tavern  was 


Jkept  by  Samuel  Keefer  at  Hogans 
A  man  by  the  name  of  Cresswell  kept  the 
(Hotel  across  the  river  at  Miller’s  Eddy. 
(So  great  a  number  of  rivermen  would 
(congregate  at  these  places  that  the  hotels 
could  not  accommodate  them  and  oh. 
(these  occasions  the  farmers  for  some 
jmiles  around  would  accommodate  them. 

Silas  Elder  had  the  first  hotel  in  the 
town  proper.  Samuel  McCoy  and  Rube 
George  followed  in  the  same  business. 

The  posoffice  which  had  been  located 
at  Miller’s  Eddy  was  removed  to  Mon¬ 
terey.  When  this  event  in  the  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  the  town  occurred  the  Department 
at  Washington,  made  the  discovery  that 
there  was  already  a  Monterey  postoffice 
in  the  state  so  to  avoid  confusion  the 
word  West  was  added  to  the  postoffice 
and  it  has  gone  by  that  name  ever  since. 
The  town  gradually  adopted  the  prefix 
and  it  is  generally  spoken  of  as  West 
Monterey,  though  the  railroad  station 
and  express  office  are  known  to  the  offi¬ 
cials  as  Monterey. 

Lot  Gardner  who  recently  died,  and  a 
man  well  known  to  many  in  the  county, 

was  the  first  postmaster  and  kept  the  first 
store  in  the  town.  The  succeeding  post¬ 
masters  were:  James  M.  Wagon,  now 
one  of  the  oldest  residents  who  lives 
near  the  town;  Jacob  Sibert,  Ada  M. 
Carson,  R.  L.  Logan  and  E.  W.  Logan. 

Those  who  followed  in  the  mercantile 
business,  were:  John  Crisswell,  Logan 
and  Simpson  and  R.  G.  Mcllwain. 

When  the  railroad  entered  the  town,  it 
contained  about  one  dozen  houses.  This 
event  however,  gave  an  impetus  to  the 
town  by  the  opening  of  coal  mines. 

Lan  G.  Corbett,  recently  deceased,  and 
General  W.  W.  Greenland  who  died  a  few 
|  years  ago,  conducted  a  lumber  yard  at 
Monterey  durine  the  Oil  excitement,  un¬ 
der  the  firm  aa  ^orb<  °-  Green¬ 

land. 

Dr.  R.  A.  Walker,  located  in  the  town 
about  twenty-one  years  ago,  and  has  not 
only  been  the  successful  and  loved  physi¬ 
cian  of  the  place  all  that  time,  but  has 
I  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  town,  ever  alert  to  the 
,  interests  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  con¬ 
tributing  by  his  wealth  and  influence  to 
1  every  object  that  would  benefit  the  town 
and  its  citizens.  Had  a  few  more  of  the 
towns  of  Clarion  County  such  public 
spirited  citizens  they  would  continually 
prosper. 

The  Methodist  church  was  built  in  18- 
;  79.  Its  first  pastor  was  Rey.  Hollester. 


TEe  preseii  pastor  is  Rev.  R.  A.  McEh- 
tyre. 

West  Mmterey  to-day  is  a  prosperous 
settlemen  of  about  four  hundred  inhabi¬ 
tants. 

The  siti  ation  of  the  town  is  pretty,  ex¬ 
tending  a  it  does  along  the  shores  of  the 
picturesque  Allegheny  river  which  bears 
on  its  waters,  large  rafts  of  lumber  from 
the  head  waters  and  the  Clarion. 

On  each  side  of  the  town  are  large  pro¬ 
jecting  hills  towering  high  above  the 
buildings  seemingly  standing  as  sentinels 
on  duty. 

The  Church  Hills  coal  mines  under  the 
superintendency  of  Mr.  anford,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  whom  we  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  know  personally  and  who  is  known  to 
be  a  capable  and  competent  manager. 

The  Mineral  Ridge  Company  with  C. 
W.  H.  Eiche,  as  manager.  Mr.  Eiche 
has  had  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Com¬ 
pany  for  some  years  and  has  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  one  of  the  most  successful 
managers  in  the  business  in  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley.  Under  his  management 
the  company  has  prospered  and  fair 
treatment  have  been  accorded  its  work¬ 
men. 

The  following  business  firms  conduct 
the  business  of  the  town  at  this  writing: 
Giles  &  Logan,  Stewart  &  Co.,  Davis 
S.  Buzard,  general  merchandise;  T.  P. 
Bailey,  hardware;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Logan, 
milliner,  V.  D.  George,  furniture  and 
undertaker,  Chas.  Coar,  meat  market, 
Valley  Hotel,  Edw.  McLain, J  prop., 
Dickey  &  Logan,  dealers  in  lumber;  Dr. 
R.  A.  Walker,  physician,  is  the  only 
professional  man  in  town.  J.  H.  Collins 
is  the  ticket  agent  for  the  Allegheny 
Valley  railraad,  and  agent  for  the  Adams 
Express  Company.  He  has  held  both 
position  for  the  past  twenty -five  years 
and  is  honored  and  trusted  by  his  em¬ 
ployers  as  one  of  their  most  faithtful 
employees.  J.  C.  Fair  is  one  of  the  best 
water  well  drillers  in  the  county.  C.  E. 
Jones,  has  the  Photograph  Gallery  and 
his  fine  work  brings  him  a  constant 
stream  of  patrons.  The  sick  horses  and 
cattle  of  the  neighborhood  are  skillfully 
treated  by  that  experienced  veterinary 
Surgeon,  J.  H.  Smith.  The  office  of  the 
Eagle  Coal  Co.,  is  situated  at  this  place 
and  is  in  charge  of  M.  H.  Lehner,  Secre¬ 
tary  and  Treasurer.  Mr.  Lehner  is  an 
accomplished  gentleman  whose  business 
qualifications  have  been  recognized  by 
the  company  and  people  of  town.  The 
works  are  located  at  Fredell,  on  the  A. 
V.  R.  R.  There  are  also  in  the  town, 
carpenters  and  builders  as  well  as  workers 
at  all  of  the  various  trades  required  in  a 
prosperous  town. 

The  school  contains  two  rooms  and  is 
taught  this  winter  by  Miss  Lizzie  Logan 
and  Miss  Wilson. 

There  is  the  Methodist  church  andj  the 
Saints  church,  the  latter  his  no  pastor  at 
this  writing 

Dr.  R.  A.  Walker  is  Notary  Public, 
and  A.  E.  Wiant  barber.  Keefer  & 


and  Rosenhoffer  &  Eiche  operate 
stone  quarries.  A  rope  ferry  connects 
the  town  with  Armstrong  county,  across 
the  river.  There  are  two  halls  or  lodge 
rooms,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  O.  U.  A.  M.  [ 
The  town  supports  three  secret  societies, 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.  which  meets  on  Saturday) 
evenings,  the  O.  U.  A.  M.  on  Monday  ( 
evening  and  the  K.  O.  T.  M.  on  Wed- 
nesday.  These  lodges  are  all  in  a  flour- ; 
ishing  condition.  The  I.  O.  O.  F.  and 
O.  U.  A.  M.  owning  their  respective 
buildings. 

A  large  number  of  veterans  of  the  war 
reside  in  the  town  and  vicinity.  They 
belong  to  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Fast 
Brady. 

Natural  gas  brought  from  Cherry  Run 
supplies  the  town  with  light  and  heat. 
Well  and  spring  water  is  used. 

A  billiard  hall  will  soon  be  opened  by 
John  McGuigan,  from  Rimersburg. 

The  hotel  accommodations  are  excel¬ 
lent,  Mr.  McLain  is  the  new  landlord, 
and  those  who  have  occasion  to  stop  at 
West  Monterey  can  feel  sure  of  being 
comfortably  housed  and  fed  at  his  hotel, 
The  Valley. 

The  town  contains  a  large  number  of 
handsome  and  stylish  residences,  prici- 
pally  those  of  H.  J.  Sedwick,  J.H.  Giles, 

J.  M.  Sybert  and  Dr.  Walker. 

The  business  men  are  progressive  and 
enterprising  and  the  stock  of  goods  they 
carry  are  of  the  best  character. 

West  Monterey  is  prospering.  It  has 
earned  the  name  of  a  progressive  town. 
Its  people  are  enlightened  and  determined  i 
to  keep  moving  onward  and  is  yet  far) 
from  the  zenith  of  its  prosperity. 

We  are  under  many  obligations  to  Mr.) 
James  M.  Hogan  and  Dr.  R.  A.  Walker, 
for  their  kindness  and  assistance  in  ob- 
taing  the  above  facts.  Mr.  Hogan  is' 
about  73  years  of  age  but  as  active  andj 
spry  as  a  fifty  year  old  young  man.  He) 
is  a  hale  hearty  old  gentleman  with 
memory  bright  and  hospitable  manners 
I*.  H.  Bailey,  keeps  a  ~large  general 
store  towards  the  upper  end  of  town.  J. 

N.  Judson  is  the  blacksmith.  Mr.  Jud- 
son  is  a  master  of  his  art.  His  skill  not 
•only  as  a  horse  shoer,  but  as  a  worker  of 
'iron  and  steel  is  known  for  many 
:around  and  heis  continually  busy.  H'ai 
T.  J.  Baily,  the  hardware  man  of  whom  i 
mention  was  made  in  last  week’s  article, 
is  also  a  tinner  of  such  renown  that  he 
las  frequently  been  solicited  to  locate  in 
much  larger  places.  He  is  also  a  practi¬ 
cal  gas  fitter  and  in  fact  one  of  the  skilled 
mechanics  of  the  section. 

West  Monterey  has  her  full  share  of 
skilled  workmen  in  all  lines  of  work.  In 
iron  and  steel,  tinware,  plumbers,  car¬ 
penters,  stone  masons  -and  rig  builders,  in 
fact  anything  needed  by  the  citizens  of 
the  town  can  be  planned  and  executed  by 


the  mechanics  of  the  town. 

The  oil  interests  of  the  place  are  exten¬ 
sive  and  yield  a  large  revenue  to  the  sec¬ 
tion.  A  number  of  good  producing  wells 
are  operated  and  cause  much  money  to 
be  circulated  in  the  community. 

Eicketown  is  buSt  on  the  hill  just  above 
the  town.  This  is  principally  the  home 
of  the  miners  of  the  Mineral  Ridge  Coal 
Works  just  below  town.  There  is  only 
about  eighty  miners' at  present  in  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  company  but  more  are  being 
added  daily.  Mr.  C.  W.  Ti.  Eicke  has 
his  office  at  this;  point.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  him  personally  last 
week  and  fouB<I  him  a  man  full  of  con¬ 
geniality  and  business.  Mr.  J.  Rosenhof- 
'fer,  the  Superintendent  of  the  mines,  we 
also  had  the  pleasure  of  interviewing  and 
we  found  him  a  pleasant,  well  informed 
man.  He  is  a  capable  official  in  a  re¬ 
sponsible  place.  He  has  built  himself  a 
handsome  house  on  the  hill  top,  and  en¬ 
joys  the  good  things  of  life  fully. 

Mr.  Giles,  .of  Giles  &  Logan  is  away  a 
good  deal  of  the  time  attending  to  his 
large  interests. elsewhere. 

When  in  the  down  last  week;  we  could 
realize  some  of  the  facts  brought  out  in 
last  week’s  histoiy,  that  was  the  vast 
amount  of  boats  and  lumber  passing  the 
town.  Raftafter  raft  floated  down  the 
river  past  the  place  on  their  way  to  the 
market,  silently,  “As  ships  pass  in  the 
night”  did  they_glide  by  on  the  bosom  of 
the  river. 

At  one  time  some  years  ago,  quite  a 
business  was  done  in  catching  logs  and  , 
selling  them  to  the  mill  below,  Of  late, 
however,  since  >fhe  mill  has  been  aband¬ 
oned,  but  little;attention  has  been  paid  to 
this  occupation.  We  were  told  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  time  in  the  year  when 
the  river  afthis  poiht  cannot  be  crossed. 
That  the  men  and  boys  who  have  been ' 
raised  on  the  river  are  so  venturesome, 
that  they  will  cross  on  the  floating  cakes 
of  ice,  or  when  the  ice  stops  by  placing 
one  plank  in  front  of  another.  If  neither 
of  these  ways  are  practical  they  will  row 
a  skiff  between  the  open  spaces  in  the  ice 
or  push  a  skiff  on  top  of  the  ice. 

The  elegant  new  residence  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  built  on  a  handsome  ter-  i 
race  seems  to  invite  the  scribe  to  come  j 
accross  and  gaze  in  rapture  on  its  beaut- , 
ies. 

There  is  one  thing  a  bout  West  Mon¬ 
terey  that  strikes  the  scribe  as  being  un 
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and  they  are  many,  are  not  only  filled  j 
with  a  good  cla6S  of  merchandise  but  by  j 
a  class  of  customers  who  make  large  pur¬ 
chases.  During  the  time  we  were  in  the 
town  we  did  not  enter  a  store  that  the 
proprietors  or  clerks  were  idle.  Prosper- 
!  ity  seems  to  have  visited  West  Monterey 
and  found  a  pleasant  abiding  place. 

Almost  everything  needed  for  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  people 
can  be  procured  in  the  town.  Amuse¬ 
ments  are  not  lacking  either. 

The  place  receives  its  full  share  of  vis¬ 
its  from  the  traveling  men.  If  they  can¬ 
not  remain  they  can  drop  off  one  of  the 
numerous  trains  on  the  valley  and  catch 
one  shortly  after.  There  is  no  line  of 
business  that  is  neglected  by  the  drum¬ 
mers,  as  they  know  what  they  sell  will 
be  paid  for. 

The  various  trains  stop  at  the  place  for 
orders  as  there  is  both  a  day  and  night 
operator. 

There  is  no  livery  stable  in  the  town 
but  the  probaoilities  are  that  there  will 
soon  be  one. 

Social  life  in  the  place  is  thoroughly 
enjoyed,  the  citizens  being  of  a  genial 
nature. 

In  concluding  the  history  of  West 
Monterey  we  have  only  this  to  say  that 
you  may  visit  many  places  but  find  few 
more  prosperous,  wide  awake,  busy  town 
than  the  town  written  of.  Not  only  is 
this  so  of  the  present  day,  but  the  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  it  will  continue  to  in¬ 
crease  and  multiply  for  many  years  to 
come, 

Clarion  Borough. 

David  Lawson  was  also  among  the 

|  young  lawyers  admitted  at  this  time.  Mr. 

j  Lawson  is  a  native  of  Clarion  county  hav¬ 
ing  Madison  township  for  his  birth  place. 
He  qualified  as  an  attorney  in  1S58  after 
finishing  his  course  of  reading  under 
'  Campbell  &  Lamberton  having  begun  Ins 
study  in  1856.  In  1S61  he  entered  into  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Lamberton  wnich 
was  successfully  conducted  for  some  years. 
In  1S69  he  moved  to  Wisconsin  but  re¬ 
turned  to  Clarion  in  1871.  Twice  did  he 
fill  the  office  of  District  Attorney.  He 
also  assisted  Treasurers,  Brinker,Edinger, 
Sharrar,  Fisher  and  McEntire^while  serv¬ 
ing  their  respective  terms  in  that  office. 
Mr.  Lawson  is  a  painstaking  attorney 
whose  advice  is  safe  and  much  sought 
after. 

Among  this  young  lot  of  talented  at¬ 


torneys  was  included  Theo.  S.  Wilson, 
who  was  born  at  Strattanville,  in  1S37. 
He  graduated  at  the  Brookville  Academy 
and  at  Allegheny  College.  He  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  busines  for  a 
time,  at  Helen  Furnace,  but  in  1857  en¬ 
tered  as  a  student  of  law  at  the  office  oi 
George  McLathy,  Esq.  He  was  admitted 
to  practice  1S61.  He  at  once  entered  up¬ 
on  his  professional  career  and  in  1872 
formed  a  partnership  with  George  A.  j 
Jenks,  of  Brookville.  A  lucrative  prac¬ 
tice  resulted  at  once.  As  a  pleader  Mr. 
Wilson  was  never  conspicuous,  but  his 
extensive  office  practice  proved  the 
soundness  of  liis  advice  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  law.  In  November 
1885,  he  was  elected  President  Judge  of 
Clarion  and  Jefferson  counties,  by  the 
Republicans,  defeating  Judge  Corbett, 
the  Democratic  nominee.  His  judicial 
honors  sat  gracefu  ly  on  him  and  hia 
dignified  bearing  and  systematic  methods 
and  manner  and  clear  diction,  found  him 
a  worthy  guardian  of  the  peoples  rights. 
Judge  Wilson  died  in  June,  1891,  and  was 
tenderly  laid  away  by  his  brothers  in  the 
profession  and  man)7  friends  and  acquain¬ 
tances  in  the  county. 

Among  the  attorneys  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice  we, find  Joseph  H  Patrick. 

Mr.  Patrick  is  another  who  claims 
Westmoreland  county  as  his  birthplace. 
He  was  born  in  1840.  He  is  a  graduate  of- 
Glade  Run  Academy,  of  the  above  coun¬ 
ty.  At  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years, 
he  commenced  teaching  school,  and 
when  the  war  broke  out  he  was  engaged 
in  that  occupation  in  the  south.  He  j 
came  to  Clarion  in  1862  and  for  two  years 
was  the  principal  of  the  schools  at  this 
place.  Pie  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  June  1863  in  the  office  of  B.  J.  Reid, 
Esq,,  but  the  next  month  entered  the 
service  as  a  volunteer  to  serve  his  country7. 
In  the  latter  part  of  1865  he  entered  the  1 
bar  and  became  a  partner  of  Major  B.  J.  | 
Reid.  In  18S0  a  partnership  was  formed  1 
with  his  brother  J.  B.  Patrick.  Mr. 
Patrick  has  always  borne  the  reputation 
af  being  true  to  the  interests’ot  his  clients 
and  the  large  amount  of  pension  and 
bounty  business  entrusted  to  his  care, 
proves  the  confidence  in  his  ability7  and 
faith  in  his  honesty. 

John  T.  Hindman  was  also  admitted  to 
the  practice  of  law  in  1865,  having  read 
law  with  Messrs.  Corbett  &  Boggs,  after 


-■  entered  inter7 partnership  '  with 
_orbett.  On  the  return  from  a  trip 

Ken  to  the  West  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  he  died  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  in 
1876. 

William  33.  Lathy  was  a  student  under 
his  fathers  care,  George  W.  Lathy,  after 
his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1866,  h  e  re¬ 
moved  to  Tidioute,  from  there  he  went  to 
Brie,  where  he  served  a  term  of  solicitor 
for  the  city,  finally  locating  in  Newton, 
Kansas. 

James  T.  Maffett  is  another  native  of 
the  county  having  been  born  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Clarion  township  in 
1837.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  Col¬ 
lege,  Cannonsburg.  When  he  was 
twenty  one  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  thence  to  California,  a  no  small 
undertaking  in  those  days.  In  that  state 
he  married,  was  a  school  teacher,  held 
.the  position  of  tax  collector,  and  studied 
la‘\v  at  every  opportunity.  His  sister 
having  died  in  1870,  he  returned  to  his 
native  place  where  after  remaining  for  a 
while,  again  started  for  California,  but 
when  he  got  as  far  as  Indiana  he  con- I 
eluded  to  return  and  settled  in  Brookville. 
At  that  place  he  finished  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  George  A.  and  W.  p 
Jenks.  On  his  return  to  Clarion  in  1872, 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  Colonel 
James  B.  Knox.  His,  high  professional 
|  acquirements,  his  integrity  and  perserver- 
]  ance  in  the  interests  of  his  clients,  won 
for  him  a  recognition  that  many  envied 
aud  few  attained.  -  ^t  the  time  Colonel 
Knox  was  raised :  p  Gf  the 

(>• 


ijr?h 

county.  Mr.  Maifc. 


him 

W.  H.  Ross,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Maiiett  &  Ross.  In  1886  Mr.  Maffett 
was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  twenty- 
fifth  district.  From  1S90  Mr.  Maffett  has 
Continued  the  practice  of  law,  and  his  ad¬ 
vice  and  counsel  is  sought  by  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  state  and  his  opinions  re¬ 
spected  by  the  legal  fraternity  generally. 

M.  A.  K.  W eidner,  is  from  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.  After  a  common  school 
education,  he  taught  school  from  1857  to 
1S62.  During  his  summer  vacation  lie 
attend  the  Normal  School  at  Millersville. 
In  1862  he  entered  the 'army  going  out 
with  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
Second  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Vol¬ 
unteers  for  nine  months.  In  1S65  he  was 
a  clerk  for  N.  Myers,  of  Clarion.  He 
began  to  read  law  in  the  office  of  Theo. 


S.  Wilson  in  1869,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  November  1874.  A  partnership 
with  James  Boggs  was  then  formed  which 
proved  successful  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  Weidner  is  a  fluent  speaker  and  as  a 
pleader  has  few  equals. 

Hon  James  B.  Kpox,  was  a  native  of 
Knoxville,  Tioga  county,  this  State.  He 

E?-d  was  admitted  to  practice 
at  i  ranhlin,  Venango  county.  He  read 

j  law  in  the  office  of  his  brother,  Plon.  John 
C.  Knox  and  commenced  practicing  law 
in  Clarion  in  1853.  Two  years  later  he 
married  Miss  Jennie  S.  Stehley,  of  Har¬ 
risburg.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  them 
five  are  now  living  in  Clarion,  namely, 
Mrs.  W.  H,  Ross,  Mrs.  Rd.  Wilson,  Mrs! 
W.  H.  Hockman,  James  and  John.  James 
being  of  the  firm  of  Knox  &  Rider  who 
manage  the  electric  plant,  corner  Wood 
street  and  Fourth  avenue.  At  the  out¬ 
break  of  the  civil  war  in  1861,  he  joined  | 
the  army  and  giving  up  his  law  practice 
and  leaving  his  family,  went  to  the  field 
as  Captain  of  Co.  R,  Thirty-ninth  Regi- 1 
ment.  His  promotion  was  rapid-  In  ’62  ! 
he  was  made  major  and  later  commanded  < 
his  regiment.  His  health  failing  he  .  was  I 
compelled  to  resign  from  the  army  and 
returned  to  his  waiting  family  and  lav/  I 
practice  in  1863.  While  in  the  army  he  i 
participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles,  being  at  Gettysburg,  Malvern 
Hill,  Fredericksburg,  Gaines  Mill,  and 
others.  While  in  the  army  and  smoke 
of  battle  it  is  said  of  him,  that  he  was  ab¬ 
solutely  fearless  and  encouraged  his  men 
while  exposing  himself  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  His  farewell  address  to  his  com¬ 
rades  was  one  of  the  touching  events  con¬ 
nected  with  his  career  in  the  army.  He 
was  associated  with  Hon.  James  T.  Maf- 1 
fett  from  1873  until  1882,  when  he  took  ' 
his  seat  on  the  bench.  He  was  elected  to 
the  judgeship  of  the  Bighteenth  District 
in  the  fall  of  1881,  and  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  of  his  high  office  un¬ 
til  his  death,  December  22d,  1S84.  That 
dread  disease,  asthma,  ending  his  useful 
and  honorable  life  while  holding  court  at 
Brookville.  You  still  hear  the  people  of 
Clarion  tell  of  Judge  Knox’s  character 
which  was  full  of  truthfulness,  honesty 
and  nobility,  brave 'in  the  defence  of  his. 
country  and  true  at  all  times  to  himse  f. 

Hon  James  Campbell  so  promi-  i 
nently  known  to  the  residents  of  Clarion 


county,  was  born  in  the  year  1S13  near 
■  McVeytown,  Pa.,  and  was  the  youngest 
son  of  John  Campbell.  He  graduated  at 
Jefferson  College,  Canonsburg,  in  1837; 
studied  law  at  Lewistown,  Pa.,  in  the  of- 
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fice  of  E.  L.  Benedict  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  1S40.  The  same  year  he  lo¬ 
cated  in  Clarion  and  with  twenty-five 
other  lawyers  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  county.  Strugg  ing  in  competition 
with  the  leadiifg  lawyers  of  Franklin,  Kit¬ 
tanning  and  Butler,  he,  by  attention  to 
the  interests  of  his  clients  and  persever¬ 
ance  established  a  practice  that  required 
the  assisiance  of  a  partner.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  that  built  the 
first  Presbyterian  church  at  this  place, 
acting  as  attorney  and  assisting  by  man¬ 
ual  labor  to  accomplish  the  erection  of 
the  building  that  for  long  years  served 
its  purpose  so  well.  Unsolicited  by  him¬ 
self^  he  was  elected  by  a  handsome  ma¬ 
jority  President  Judge  of  this  judicial  dis¬ 
trict,  then  composed  of  Mercer,  Venango, 
Clarion,  Jefferson  and  Forest  counties,  in 
1861.  It  was  a  laborious  undertaking  and 
required  a  man  of  brain  and  talent  to 
deal  with  the  amount  of  litigation  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  oil  development  of  Venan¬ 
go  county.  He  was  compelled  to  travel 
hundreds  ofmiles  yearly  and  to  hold  court 
about  eight  months  in  the  year  to  keep 
up  with  the  legal  battles  of  the 
time.  He  retired  from  the  practice 
of  law  in  1S86  and  devoted  his  time  to  his 
own  interests  which  were  large  and  need¬ 
ed  a  capable  manager.  When  the  Clarion 
State  Normal  was  organized,  Judge  Camp¬ 
bell,  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  the 
time  and  money  he  contributed  to  this 
grand  institution  of  learning,  is  ajmonu- 
ment  to  the  memory  of  the  man  who  was 
one  of  the  principal  instruments  in  its 
j  conception. 

The  judges  who  presided  in  the  courts 
|  of  ,  larion  county  since  the  formation  of 
the  district  until  the  present  time  :  Hons. 

1  Alex  Me Valmont,  Joseph  Buffington,  John 
Calvin  Knox,  John  .Swayze  McCalmont,  ! 
James  Campbell,  Win  P  Jenks,  James  B 
Knox,  W  U  Corbett,  Theo  S  Wilson,  W 
W  Barr  and  the  present  E  H  C  lark 
The  following  is  a  list  of  attorney, 
mitted  to  practice  in  Clarion 
since  its  formation : 


ad- 
county, 


In  1840  Jacob  K.  Boyd,  Jacques  W 
Johnson,  David  D.  Hays,  Alford  Gilmore,’ 
Jesse  G.  Clarke,  James  Campbell.  >4IJ. 
George  W.  Lathy,  D.  W.  Foster,  John  L. 


Thompson,  Thomas  Suiton,  Thomas  M. 

1  Jolly.  ’42— Parker  C.  Purviance.  ’44 — G. 
j  \V.  Carskadden.  ’45— J.  S.  McCalmont. 
’46— Amos  Myers.  ’47— Wm.  Shaw,  Wm.  ' 
L.  Corbett.  ’4S — James  Boggs.  ’50  — 

Robert  Sutton.  ’53— A.  S.  Barber-  W. 
W.  Barr,  J.  B.  Knox,  C.  L.  Lamberton,  B. 
J.  Reid.  '54— Paul  Carngan.  57 — Rey¬ 

nolds  Laughlin.  ’58—  David  Lawson. 
’59 — John  F.  Craig.  ’6o— James  Craig, 

Wm.  H.  Fetzer.  ’61— James  D.  Mahon, 
Theo.  S.  Wilson.  ,62— Wm.  Hasson,  j 
’65— Joseph  H.  Patrick,  J.  T.  Hindman, 
Geo.  S.  Kelly.  ’66— Wm.  B.  Lathy. 
'68— Wm.  Rinser.  ’70— J.  McMurray. 

’71— Wm.  H.  Frampton.  ’72 — D.  S. 

Herron,  J.  S.  McKay,  G.  S.  Crosby,  O. 
E.  Shannon,  Chas  F.  Fay.  R.  B.  Bell, 
James  T.  Maffett.  ’74— Wm.  D.  Burns, 

J.  B.  Patrick,  Sam’l  K.  Clarke,  M.  A.  K. 
Weidner,  T.  F.  Richey.  ’75  — G.  F. 
Kribbs,  John  IV.  Reed,  John  F.  Shaua- 
felt.  ‘  ’76— Wm.  A,  Hindman,  A.  C. 
McComb,  Wm.  H.  Ross,  Frank  R.  Hind¬ 
man,  Janies  J.  Frazier,  O.  P.  Hopper, 
John  F  Gealey,  W.  A.  Selby,  John  F. 
Selby,  H.  McSweeny,  Wm.  A.  McCor¬ 
mick,  Harris  Finley,  D.  E.  Breneman,  J 
W.  Walker.  ’77 — F.  M.  Crosby,  John  A. 
Wilson,  John  K  Wilson,  F  L  M  cGea,  L 
E  Johns,  Rodman  F  Pugh,  O  S  Tayl*r, 
Jasper  E  Wood,  M  M  Meredith,  A  B  Reed. 
’78 — W  M  Boggs,  Robt  C  Campbell, 
Sam’l  W  Calvin.  ’79 — Lewis  F  Barger. 
'Si— James  O  Sweeny,  G  G  Sloan.  ’83 
— F  J  Maffett.  ’84— Sam’l  L  Glasgow 
’86  -P  J  VanGiesen,  Ch‘as  P  Craig,  H  R 
Wilson.  ’86-97 — Don  Carlos  1  oibett,  H~ 

I C  C  ampbell,  Albert  L  Ivory,  George 
Ij  Reid,  George  F  Whitmer,  Samuel 
|  F  Brush,  John  S  Shirley,  J  A  F  Hoy, 

A  A  Geary,  John  T  Reinsel,  W  H  Hock- 
man,  H  M  Rimer,  Ambrose  C  Brown 
Prothontarys— James  Goe,  Hugh 
A.  Thompson,  John  H.  Boggs,  D.  B. 
Long,  J.  W.  Long;  Daniel  Delo,  Christo¬ 
pher  Reichart,  J.  B.  Watson,  Manasseh 
Arnold,  W.  W.  Greenland,  W.  F.  Collner, 
W.  A.  Sipler,  and  Arthur  B.  Collner,  the 
present  popular  official. 

Register  and  Recorders —  (This of¬ 
fice  was  not  separated  from  the  Prothono- 
tary  until  1850)  C.  E.  Bemnan,  John  Has- 
lett,  Jacob  B.  Lyon,  T.  B.  Barber,  J.  W. 
Long,  O.  E.  Nail,  S.  J.  Burgoon,  W.  H. 
Hockman  and  S.  S.  Laughlin  whose  terr 
expires  in  1900. 

District  Attorney’s  -Before 
the  Attorney’s  were  appointed  by 


orney-General  and  were  styled  Deputy 
Attornal  General.  They  came  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  rotation  :  Alfred  Gilmore,  John  S. 
McCalmont,  W.  K,  Corbett.  The  follow¬ 
ing  were  elected  :  VV'm.  Shaw,  James 
Boggs,  W.  W.  Barr,  James  Boggs,  David 
Lawson,  John  T.  Hindman,  W.  W.  Barr, 
David  Lawson,  W.  A.  j  Hindman,  F.  r! 
Hindman,  G.  G.  Sloai,  Don  C.  Corbett 
and  the  present  incunlbent,  John  S.  Shir¬ 
ley. 

Sheriff’s — James  Hasson,  Daniel 
Delo,  Seth  Clover,  John  Klingensmith, 
Daniel  B  Hamm,  J  S  Turney,  James  C 
Galbreath,  S  Scott  Jones,  C  J  Rhea  Henry 
H  Neely,  Samuel  Johnson,  A  H  Beck,  B 
B  Dunkle,  W  F  Collner,  I  M  Shannon,  C 
A  Wheelock,  John  Mong,  Jesse  Keihl,  J 
M  Steltzer. 

Treasurers— Amos  Williams,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Crisman,  Greenberry  Wilson,  Wm 
"  T  Alexander,  Daniel  Laughner,  Wm  T 
Alexander,  David  Morrell,  John  Keatley, 
Wm  T  Alexander,  James  T  Burns,  W  W 
Bari,  Sam’l  Johnson,  Dan’l  Mercer, 
Jeremiah  Best,  Bernard  Vensil,  Christian 
Brinker,  Andrew  Edinger,  J  B  Gwinn,  P 
Graham,  Sam’l  Sharar,  J  E  Fisher  B  M 
McEntire,  J  W  Cope,  Chas  R  Bowman 
and  the  present  incubent,  D  R  Hindman 
County  'Commissioners  -Appointed 
by  the  ^Governor:  1840:  -  Robt  Potter, 
Lindsey  C  Pritner,  Geo  B  Hamilton. 
The  following  were  ejected.  Geo  L  Benn, 
Jacob  Miller,  Gideon  Richardson,  Joseph 
Young,  James  Kerr,  Wm  Curll,  Hugh 
Magipn,  Henry  Sloan,  Wm  Henry, 
Stephen  D  Burns,  Amos  W  Owens,  Dan’l 
Bostaph,  James  T  Burns,  Peter  B  Simpson 
Dan’l  Mercer,  James  Rankin,  Sam’l 
Link,  V.  m  Divins,  Dan’l  Mercer,  Chris - 
I tiau  Sigworth,  Benj  Miller,  Sam’l  Kifer, 
JohnoMcLain.  John  F  McGinnis,  Wm  W 
Rankin, 'Wm  Frampton,  Adam  Black,  ! 
Isaac  Neely,  E  W  Haines,  W  A  Henry, 
James  T  Burns,  Valentine  Shick,  Isaac 
Mong.  John  Stewart,  Christian  Brenenian 
Levi  Shanor,  Geo  T  Heuery,  Sam ’I  B 
Sloan,  J  T  Burns,  Valentine  Phipps 
j  James  B  Lawson,  John  Keatley,  John  j 
|  Wilson,  John  Keatley,  Aaron  Klin^ 
Johnson  Wilson,  David  Heffron,  S  \ 
BeU,  Enianni!  Over;  S  A  Bell,  Joshua 
McCall  and  Jesse  F  Gardner;  David 
Mohney,  Uriah  Best  and  Willis  Kerr- 
Willis  Kerr,  Cyrus  Neely,  and  James 
Russell;  Robert  Hays,  Paul  Eiserman and  I 
J  C  Shields. 

- - - - - - [ 


a  County  Auditors— John  Elliott, 

C  King,  Geo  Means;  bohn  Elliott,  ’  Wm 
Henry,  Stephen  D  Biirns;  Ephrian  Arrni- 
tage,  Stephen  D  Buns;  Daniel  Bostaph- 
Hugh  Kilgore,  Peter  B  Simpson;  Rey¬ 
nolds  Laughlin,  Sami  el  B  Reyner,  Wm 
Dwms,  John  G  Fox  Samuel  Winket, 
Samuel  Johnson;  J  Livingston,  Wm 
Thompson,  James  Mafctin,  Sam’l  Garvin; 
Joseph  Wood,  Isaac  Neely;  Geo  Callihan-  ' 
Geo  Heeter,  Jr,  John  Elliott,  E  W 
Haines;  A  K  Page,  H  H  Neely,  Wm  C 
Dunkle,  Jeremiah  Heker,  Stephen  Smith - 
Edward  Best,  Geo  Bllck;  Wm  B  Hamm’ 
Jacob  Kribbs;  W  Reed  Boyle;  James 
Russell,  H  E  Best,  A  L  Sigworth;  Jacob 
Kribbs,  G  W  Allen,  A  G  Truitt;  FI  p 
Elliott,  W  H  Spanglejr,  W  L  Johnson,  D 
B  Mercer,  E  S  Redinger  and  Irvin  Mon- 
H  S  Corbett,  L  P  Arner  and  J  S  Saxton- 
A  RCyphert,  J  W  Miller,  C  Watts  Wick- 
J  N  Bnsbin,  Robt  McFarland  and  W  T 
Cowan.  J 

County  SuRVEYEis-John  H  Grace 
and  B  J  Reid  were  appointed  in  1841  and 
1845,  and  the  following  were  elected  in 
regular  order:  John  K  Maxwell,  Jesse 
Teats,  Christopher  Reichert,  George  A  ! 
Knight,  Samuel  Connor,  James  M  Owens  ! 

I  J  Keck,  J  A  Summerville. 

CORONERS-John  Reed,  James  Porter 
Jr,  John  S  McPhersoni,  Wm  F  Reeve-’ 
John  B  Loomis,  John  Vensel,  Jeremiah 
W  hitman,  Dr  C  Kioto,  Wm  Martin,  Robt 
Blair,  Daniel  Bowstapli,  J  J  Green,  A  R 
Cyphert,  J  D  O’Donnel,  Wm  T  Alex¬ 
ander,  J  D  O’Donnel,  Amos  Hunter,  J  s 
Craig.  ’  J 

Jury  Commissioners— Aaron  Kline 

IhomasL  Burns,  Thomas  A  Brinkley' 

Wm  Davis,  Daniel  Delo,  Wm  Kelly 
John  McLain,  Wm  Kelly,  Wm  Turney,’ 
WAForkum,  P  M  Dunkle,  Jesse  F 
Gardner,  C  F  Near,  J  N  McCain. 

The  first  deed  recorded  in  the  books  of 
Clarion  county,  was  for  one-half  interest 
in  twenty  thousand  acre  warrant 
from  Jonathan  MifilnKtd 

Pennsylvania.  The  consideration  was 
one  dollar  and  other  considerations.  1 
Jacob  Edenbun’s  will  was  the  first  record-  1 
ed  and  was  placed  on  the  books  in  Oc- 
tober  1S40.  His  wife  was  appointed  exe-  ' 
cutrix  by  himself,  and  the  will  stipulates 
that  she  should  be  provided  with  the  ne¬ 
cessities  of  life  that  will  make  her  com¬ 
fortable. 

The  first  murder  trial  in  the  county  was 
of  Charles  Curtis  alias  Logue  \w! 

.-rr_..  .1  -r  ^ 
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tried  for  Ili£  mumer  ui  j area  vewis  a  citi¬ 
zen  and  ex-constable  ofCallensburg,  who 
bad  been  deputized  to  serve  a  warrant  on 
Logue  for  the  robbery  of  Mr.  Stewarts 
I  residence  near  Callensburg.  Pogue  shot 
i  Lewis  who  died  at  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Thomas  near  the  scene  of  the  shooting. 
The  Commissioners  offered  a  reward  o' 
$500  for  the  arrest  of  the  murderer. 
Logue  was  captured  by  ex-Sheriffs  Smith 
and  Leach,  of  Mercer  county,  in  Crawford 
jpounty  who  brought  the  prisoner  to  Clar¬ 
ion.  ^  The  trial  took  place  in  the  o!< 
Presbyterian  church  owing  to  the  fac 
that  the  court  house  had  been  destroyed 
by  fire.  Dis'r.'ct  Attorney  Barr  witi 
Messrs.  Corbett,  Campbell,  Lamberton 
Myers  &  Knox  and  Reynolds  LaugMiwi 
'  were  for  the  prosecution  and  John  b] 
Mahon,  of  Pittsburg  and  B.  J.  Reid,  for 
the  defense.  G.  W.  Arnold  and  Petea 
Brinker  were  on  the  jury.  The  trial 
lasted  a  week  during  which  there  wat 
1  much  interest  taken  and  the  church  was 
crowded,  f  he  verdict  was  murder  in  the 
first  degree  but  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  resulted  in  a  new  trial,  when  the; 
attorneys  for  the  defense  admitting  liii 
guilt  Logue  was  sentenced  on  the  various 
counts,  murder,  robbery  and  breaking 
into  a  house,  to  22  years  in  the  penitec- 
j  riarv,  but  only  lived  to  finish  five  years  of 
his  sentence.  The  next  murder  trial  oi 
prominence  was  that  of  David  L.  King 
,fer  fbemurder  of  Janes  C.  Davis,  of  St 
Petersburg,  this  county.  The  verdict 
brought  in  was  murder  in  the  first  degree 
the  Supreme  court  was  appealed  to  but 
sustained  the  verdict  but  Governor 
Pattison  commuted  his  sentence  to  life 
imprisonment.  King  is  now  serving 
than  sentence  in  the  Western  peniten¬ 
tiary. 


Of  the  newspapers  of  Clarion  the  first 
to  be  published  was  the  Republican.  The 
first  number  was  14x21  inches  and  made 
its  appearance  in  May  iS4o.  It  was  print¬ 
ed  on  an  old  out  of  date  hand  press,  the 
omce  of  the  paper  having  walls  around  it 
but  no  roof  over  it.  Its  editor  was  Col¬ 
onel  Alexander.  Its  location  was  where 
the  Clarion  Hardware  Company  is  now 
I  located.  The  Visitor  was  a  paper  brough  t 
rom  Butler  in  support  of  the  democrat 
ticket  that  the  Republican  opposed.  It 
was  edited  by  a  gentlemen  named  Bind-  j 
say.  The  next  venture  was  the  Iron 
County  Democrat,  published  by  B  J 
Reid  and  Samm  1  Duff,  in  September,  ’’42' 
ft  was  larger  than  the  Republican  and 


notified  the  people  that  it  could  be~ ob-j 
tamed  for  produce  of  all  kinds.  B,  J.  j 
Reid  and  J.  C.  Reid  succeeded  Reid  & 
Duff  and  in  1844  the  Republican  and  Iron 
County  Democrat  were  consolidated  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  the  Clarion  Democrat,  ! 

•  J.  Reid  and  Wm.  T.  Alexander  being 
owners  and  editors.  A  party  difference  i 
caused  the  publishers  to  discontinue  the  j 
paper  for  a  short  time,  but  it  again  came 
j  mto  existence  and  is  today  published  by  I 
vSansom  &  Reed. 

A  whig  organ,  called  the  Dem- 
|  ocrat-Register,  commenced  its  pub¬ 
lication  in  April  1843.  Colonel  Samuel 
ouug  purchased  the  paper  in  1852  and 
m  1S56  it  was  enlarged  .and  changed  in 
name  to  the  Independent  Banner.  In  1869 
C.  W.  Gilfillan  who  was  a  nominee  for 
Congress,  bought  the  paper  from  (  ol. 
\011ng  and  changed  its  name  to  the  Re¬ 
publican.  It  was  afterwards  purchased 
by  Jos.  H.  Patrick  and  W.  T.  Alexander 
After  a  few  years  Mr.  Patrick  retired  and 
Mr.  Alexander  continued  its  editor  until 
1876  when  it  went  into  the  hands  of  the 
Republican  Printing  Company  composed 
of  U  m.  T.  Alexander,  Geo.  W.  Arnold 
andTheo.  S.  Wilson.  Mr.  Alexander 
continued  as  the  business  manager  with 
W.R.  Johns,  editor.  In  1SS3  John  B. 

1 1  atnck  navmg  purchased  and  leased  the  I 
/  interests  of  the  other  stockholders  as- 
I  sumed  manzgement.  The  Foxburg  Ga- 
I  -zette  having  been  consolidated  with  the 
1  it  was  called  the  Republicau- 

-jazette,  which  name  it  prospers  under 

Picke^1118^  PUbHshed  by  ‘V!iltenberger  & 

stAedTT/0316"31111  J-  B‘  Watson 

stmted  the  Clarion  Jacksonian  in  1S72 

It  was  afterwards  leased  by  West  &  Rav 
r  S1,"fS! purchased 

I  ■\w  rf  y“I  sold  ,0 

V  /  ra,rhs3ein  lSSr.  who  added  to  the 
Plant  and  improved  it  greatly.  After  M r 

I  do  J  '  S,dCath  the  was  in  John  a' 
Doyles  charge  for  a  year  when  it  was 
i  purchased  qy  John  J.  Shick  &  (  0„  and  it 
now  owned  and  published  as  a  semi¬ 
weekly  by  Geo.  B.  Whitehill. 

i  w  IiUiB5?2-3  the^erection  of  i  new’khf 
undmg  at  Clarion,  caused  the  people^ 
f  ,L°  conceive  the  idea  that  the  countv  I 
seat  suould  be  located  at  that  place  and  n 
strong  effort  was  made  to  accomplish  tL  j 


A  branch  of  the  Allegh 
road  running  to  Sligo  was  m  con¬ 
templation  and  the  owners  of  the  SHgo 
furnace,  principal  among  whom  wa-s-J.  P. 
Lyon,  with  Wm.  Phillips,  connected  with 
the  low  grade  division  of  the  A.  V.  R.  R. 
and  others,  advocated  the  change  as  the 
town  was  rapidly  building  up  ana  the 
site  of  the  village  adapted  to  the  up-biuld- 
ing  of  a  large  and  prosperous  city.  The 
Representative  from  this  district  just 
elected  at  that  time  was  from  near  Sligo 
and  favored  the  proposed  change.  Clar¬ 
ion  became  aroused  and  sent  some  or  its 
most  prominent  citizens  to  Harrisburg  to 
oppose  the  change.  After  a  hard  snug¬ 
gle  the  bill  was  returned  from  the  ■  Com¬ 
mittee  not  endorsed.  One  oi  the  com¬ 
mittee  who  assisted  in  having  Clarion 
remain  the  county  seat  was  Col.  McClure, 
so  well-known  today  as  a  wise  and  hon¬ 
orable  politician  and  the  present  editor 
of  the  Philadelphia  Times. 

Of  the  petroleum  interests  of  the  coun 
ty,  we  find  the  first  well  which  was  drilled 
for  salt  water,  to  have  been  at  the  mouth 
of  Deer  Creek.  The  manner  of  drilling 
was  with  a  spring  pole,  a  sterrup  being 
used  by  the  operators  foot'  to  give  tne  mo¬ 
tive  power  to  the  drill.  After  the  war  a 
number  of  Eastern  companies  were  formed 
who  operated  along  the  Clarion  river, 
i  The  first  producing  well  in  Clarion  coun¬ 
ty  was  that  of  the  Whitehill  Oil  Com¬ 
pany.  This  well  came  in  at  a  depth  of 
308  feet  and  was  good  for  ten  barrels  per 
day.  The  second  paying  well  was 
brought  in  by  the  Deer  Creek  Oil  Com¬ 
pany  and  was  a  gusher  of  fifty  barrels  a 
day:  This  oil  was  from  the  salt  water  or 
second  sand.  Supposing  that  the  Indian 
tradition,  coming  from  the  Seneca  oil 
sold  as  a  medicine  years  before  oil  was 
discovered  still  lingered,  this  well  was 
named  the  “  Pocahontas.”  Primitive 
machinery  was  used  at  thot  time,  and  thel 
oil  was  boated  to  Pittsburg.  As  to  the 
further  developments  of  oil  they  will 
come  with  other  localities. 

Railroads — In  the  spring  of  1878  the 
Emlenton,  Sliippenville  and  Clarion  rail¬ 
road  was  built  to  Clarion  and  in  Decem¬ 
ber  of  that  year  trains  were  running  here. 
We  find  among  the  directors  of  this  com- 
pany,  P.  F.  Kribbs  of  Knox,  and  Jacob 
Black,  jr.,  and  Henry  Wetter,  of  this 
place.  This  road  was  a  narrow  guage. 
There  is  at  present  some  prospect  of 
again  using  this  route  from  Emlenton  to 


Clarion.  The  intention  being  to  run  the 
Pittsburg  &  Western  up  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Allegheny  river  from  Foxburg  to 
Emlenton  and  from  there  using  the  old 
road  bed  of  the  Emlenton,  Shippenville 
and  Clarion  railroad  as  far  as  Edenburg, 
then  to  Clarion  by  same  route  now  used, 
making  the  road  wide  guage,  which  is  a 
consumation  devoutly  to  be  wished  for 
and  to  which  project  the  people  of  Clar¬ 
ion  say,  amen, 

Another  railroad,  also  narrow  guage, 
was  built,  called  the  Foxburg,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  and  Turkey  City  railroad  and  con¬ 
nected  at  Turkey  City  with  the  Emlen¬ 
ton,  Shippenville  and  Clarion  road.  Wm. 
M.  Fox  was  President  of  this  road  and  we 
find  among  the  board  of  directors  the 
names  of  B.  Vensel  and  Hon.  A.  W. 
Smiley.  Later  these  roads  were  consoli¬ 
dated  under  the  name  of  the  Foxburg, 
St.  Petersburg  andjClarion  railroad  and 
the  Emlenton  road  was  abandoned. 
Shortly  after  the  latter  change,  the  road  , 
became  the  Pittsburgh,  Bradlord  and  ■ 
Buffalo  R.  R.  and  in  1883  it  merged  into 
the  present  Pittsburgh  &  Western  as  it  1 
is  today .  W hen  the  first  passenger  train 
came  to  Clarion,  there  was  great  rejoicing,  I 
and  much  speech  making,  congratula¬ 
tions  and  good  things  to  eat  were  in¬ 
dulged  in. 

Some  of  the  progressive  citizens  of  the 


luc  Clarion  Jr  dir 


Association  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
held  the  first  exhibition  in  the  square  in 
in  front  of  the  court  house.  Among  the  \ 
first  directors  of  the  Association  were,  J.  ' 
M.  Fleming,  William  Frampton,  ’  R. 
Laugh! in,  Isiah  Corbett,  Emanuel  Over, 
Hugh  Craig,  James  B.  Knox,  W.  W.  Barr,'  ' 
A.  i  robasco  and  John  Klingensmitli.  ! 
Wm.  T.  Alexander  was  treasurer  and  Hon  j 
W.  W.  Barr,  secretary. 

Among  the  men  who  helped  in  indus- ! 
tries  that  made  Clarion  what  it  is  to-day 

Graham.  Mr.  Graham  was! 
a  native  of  Ireland,  being  born  In  County 
,  Meatlie,  May  2nd,  1830.  At  an  early  age 
I  he  came  to  America  and  in  1842  settled 
in  Lacy  town,  Forest  county.  For  eight 
years  he  was  employed  by  George  Lacy, 
Sr.,  but  being  dissatisfied  working  for 
another,  he  moved  to  fryburg,  in  Wash¬ 
ington  township,  where;  he  commenced 
business  as  a  country  store  keeper,  asso¬ 
ciating  with  him,  a  Mr.  McCollough,  the  i 
name  of  the  firm  beiirr  McCollough  & 
Graham.  On  May  eld,  1861,  he  was ! 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  Ditz,  daughter  f 


jof  Ferdinand  Ditz,  of  EYyburg, 

of  the  most  estimable  young  ladies  of  the  ; 
neighborhood.  Later  he  formed  a  part- 1 
uers'nip  with  Mr.  .  Fqsenmyer  and  the  I 
firm  was  then  known  as  Graham  Sc  Fas-  j 
enmyer.  This  firm  continued  in  business  j 
until  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Graham 
winch  occurred  in  1SS3.  He  was  also  in¬ 
terested  m  the  mercantile  business  at 
Richmond,  this  county,  being  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Shoup  &  Graham. 
This  firm  operated  a  saw  mill  at  Lucinda. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
extensive  lumber  firm  of  Raiard  ]■' 

Co., probably  the  heaviest  dealers  in  lum¬ 
ber  in  the  State  and  from  which  company 
a  number  of  fortunes  Were  made  This  | 
firm  is  continued  today  being  known ‘as 
C.  Leeper  &  Co. 

Mr.  Graham  was  elected  Treasurer  of 
Clarion  county  in  iS73  and  left  the  office 
having  filled  the  responsible  position 
with  honor  and  fidelity.  Shortly  after 
his  term  of  treasurer  had  expired  he  was 
suddenly  stricken  down  by  a  stroke  off 
apoplexy  while  walking  down  street  and 
was  carried  into  the  Jones  House,  where 
he  died  the  third  day  after,  April  4,  18S3 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  man 
of  fine  intellect  and  rare  business  judg¬ 
ment.  When  he  undertook  an  enterprise 
he  carried  it  through  to  successful  com¬ 
pletion.  Hewasa'waysa  friend  to  the 
II  y°uno  men  0!  his  day,  and  many  owe 
taeir  wealth  and  position  today  to  the  as¬ 
sistance  and  advice  of  Mr.  Graham.  His 
|  family  still  reside  in  Clarion  and  consist 
of  his.  widow,  Mrs.  Caroline-  Graham,  who 
with  Walter  A.. Graham,  bookkeeper  for 
the  First  National  Lank,  and  with  A.  A 
Graham,  composing  the  firm  of  Graham 
Bros,  and  the  youngest  son,  Francis  P. 
Graham,  reside  on  Main  street.  Joseph 
P.  Graham,  the  eldest  son,  holds  a  re 
sponsible  position  in  the  Philadelphia  I 
Custom  House,  and  Miss  Agnes,  the  only  I 
daughter  is  attending  as  a  student,  St 
Joseph’s  Academy,  located  at  Titusville 
this  State.  ’ 


Schooi.s  A  number  of  townships  had 
schools  as  early  as  1805.  Richland  town¬ 
ship  not  having  a  school  house  until  1817 
some  other  townships  from  18x8  to  ’20 
The  common  school  law  not  being  enac¬ 
ted  until  1834.  These  early  schools  were  1 
kept  up  by  subscription,  the  people  of  the 
county  being  on  an  equality  as  to  wealth 
everybody's  children  received  the  same 


benefit. 


David  Lawson,  Esq.,  at  that  time  a 
resident  of  Toby  township,  was  an  ac¬ 
tive  surporter  of  the  public  school  system 
and  was  one  of  the  first  school  directors 
in  that  part  of  the  county.  The  act 
creating  the  office  of  County  Superin¬ 
tendent  was  passed  in  1854.  Rev.  R.  W. 
Orr,  was  the  first  County  Superintendent 
of  Clarion  County.  He  was  born  near 
Greenville  and  graduated  with  the  high¬ 
est  honors  from  Jefferson  College,  a  col¬ 
lege  from  which  so  many  of  our’  promi- 
I  nent  CIarion  men  left  to  fill  responsible 
and  honorable  offices.  The  salary  of  the 
|  first  County  Superintendent  was  $300. 

The  first  County  Institute  was  held  in 
the  Academy  at  Clarion  on  Christmas 
day,  1S55.  Among  the  active  members 
were  David  Kirk,  B.  J.  Reid,  James 

Craig,  James  Speer,  R.  Sutton  and  L 
,  Guthrie;  R.  P.  Reyner  was  elected  secre- 
I  tary.  We  find  in  connection  with  the 
Institute  held  in  1857,  such  familiar 
names  as  Hon.  J.  T.  Maffett,  Thomas  E 
Thomas,  Miss  M.  A.  Guthrie,  Miss  FT  t' 
Wilson,  Miss  H.  A.  K«Uey 
M.J.  Clover,  s.K.T»vis,J.  w"' PortL 
M.  L.  Boyer.  J.  G.  Magonagle  who  had  ! 
been  acting  as  superintendent,  on  the  1 
death  of  Rev,  Orr,  was  commissioned  to  : 
the  office.  Mr.  Magonagle  was  reflect¬ 
ed  m  May  1S60.  Superintendent  Mao-On- 
agle  joined  the  army  as  first  lieutenant 
I  of  Company  F.  63rd  Regiment  Pa.,  Vols. 

|  and  died  while  in  the  army  in  Ju„’e  iS62’ 

from  diseases  contrated  in  the  swamps 
ox  Virginia.  David  Latshaw,  of  Perry 
township,  acted  as  deputy  for  a  time  un¬ 
til  C.  S.  Walker  was  appointed  County 
Supenntendent.  G.  6.  Kelly  was  com¬ 
missioned  in  1863.  Ii\  186-7  ■>„ 

passed  requiring  the  County  Superintend 
j  dents  to  hold  a  five  day  institute  anuaily. 

In  1869  J.  E.  Wood,  Esq.,  entered  upon 
1  the  duties  01  the  office,  and  during  the 
i  s’x  years  of  his  official  life  as  head  of  our 
schools  in  this  county,  he  revived  the 
j  interest  that  had  been  lost  by  the  civil 
!  war,  and  conducted  the  schools  in  a  man- 
1  ner  that  reflects  credit  on  himself  and 
honor  and  benefit  on  the  county. 

Prof.  A.  J.  Davis,  took  charge  in  1875. 
Under  Superintendent  Davis’  administra¬ 
tion  the  schools  of  the  county  seemed  to 
take  new  life  and  with  the  numerous 
new  ideas  he  introduced,  including  the 
graduation  of  pupils  in  the  schools,  the 
exposition  of  the  childrens’  work  which  I 


1 


acted  as  a  stimulous,  the  classes. oT  read- 1 
ing  and  other  valuable  and  attractive 
methods  which  the  j^igh.  capacity  of  Prof; 
Davis  was  capable  of,  advanced  our 
schools  to  a  leading  place  among  the 
other  counties  .of  the  state.  He  had  en¬ 
tered  upon  his  third  term,  when  he  re¬ 
signed  to  accept  an  important  and  re¬ 
sponsible  office  in  the  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Instruction  at  Harrisburg.  J.  G. 
Anderson  was  appointed  to  fill  Prof. 
Davis  unexpired  term. 

In  1884  C.  F.  McNutt  was  elected  and 
filled  three  terms  in  liis  high  and  import- 
,  ant  office  in  a  manner  that  not  only  con¬ 
tinued  our  schools  in  the  high  place  they 
had  attained,  but  placed  them  on  a  solid 
•basis.  Prof.  McNutt,  was  not  only  an 
official,  popular  in  the  extreme,  but  a 
worthy  follower  of  the  eminent  men  that 
liad  preceded  him.  Prof.  W.  A.  Beer 
was  elected  in  1893  and  reelected  in  1898. 
Jills  term  so  far, (he  being  the  present  in- 
c'.r  ent  of  the  office)  has  been  highly  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  our  public  schools  today,  are 
noted  as  being  among  the  finest  in  the 
state. 

hater  we  expect  to  give  a  number  of 
reminisences  related  to  us  by  those  who 
have  resided  in  Clarion  county  for  a  life 
time.  Had  we  the  space  we  could  con¬ 
tinue  Clarion  of  the  past  for  several 
months;  hut  as  the  history  is  only  given 
in  an  abbreviated  form,  and  hereafter  to 
be  more  of  a  rambling  story  that  we 
hope  may  be  iiitereresting,  we  close  the 
chapter  of  Clarion  borough  of  the  past 
and  open  the  second  with  Clarion 
Borough  today. 

The  stranger  entering  Clarion  today 
.will  see  one  of  the  prettiest  towns  in 
Pennsylvania  or  any  other  eastern  state. 

I  The  town,  situated  as  it  is,  on  the  top  of 
a  high  hill,  among  the  mountain  ridges 
of  the  Allegheny’s  has  the  appearance  of 
health  and  comfort.  Its  altitude  above 
the  sea  level  is  1500  feet.  The  distance 
from  Pittsburg  by  rail,  one  hundred 
j  miles.'  Among  the  pine  and  hemlock. 

I  timber  whose  healing  balms  and  «  sweet 
|  perfume  give  health  to  the  weak  lungs  of  j 
the  consumptive,  its  atmosphere  untaint¬ 
ed  by  the  poisonous  gases  and  disease 
germs  of  the  city.  Its  clean,  wide,  level 
streets,  shaded  from  the  hot  sun  of  sum¬ 
mer,  by  shade  trees  almost  their  entire 
length,  its  solid  business  men,  elegant 
dwellings,  maguificient  educational 
facilities,  with  its  air  of  refinement  make 


a  decided  contrast  to  the  Clarion  de  - 
scribed  in  the  first  issue  of  this  history. 
If  the  first  settlers  who  located  their 
cabins  among  the.trees  and  stones  with 
neighbors  few  and  far  between,  could 
come  back  from  the  great  unknown  and 
view  our  beautiful  little  city  as  it  is  today, 
verily,  they  would  think  Alladin  with 
his  wonderful  lamp  had  been  here  and 
created  the  wonderful  change  that  has 
taken  place.  The  world  moves  and  so 
does  Clarion.  What  the  possibilities  of 
Clarion  are  when  we  have  the  necessary 
railroad  facilities  for  quick  communica-  j 
tion  with  the  outer  world  will  be,  we  dare 


imized  streets  will  be  trodden  by  the 
busy  feet  of  the  toiling  masses,  and  the 
sound  of  busy  machinery  fill  the  air  we 
doubt  not,  and  our  prophetic  vision  sees 
Clarion  in  the  future  a  city  of  the  first 
class  and  prominent  in  the  commercial 
world. 

The  town  is  bounded  by  the  P.  &  W. 
Ry.  on  the  south,  the  Clarion  river  on 
the  north,  the  Clarion  river,  on  the  west 
and  Strattanville  on  the  east.  The  town 
contains  about  3000  inhabitants,  with  a 
water  works  of  excellent  pressure,  ade¬ 
quately  supplying  water  for  domestic  ' 
purposes  as  well  as  a  sufficient  amount  in 
case  of  fire.  An  electric  plant  which 
brilliantly  illuminates  the  business  places 
and  private  residences,  and  we  hope  will 
soon  light  the  streets  also.  The  fine 
churches  of  the  various  religious  denomi¬ 
nations,  solid  banking  institutions,  large 
and  thoroughly  stocked  stores  of  mer¬ 
chandise,  a  fine  theatre,  excellent  public  ! 
schools  and  the  best  Normal  School  iu 
the  state,  it  almost  seems  the  heart  could  i 
desire  no  more. 

We  have  men  in  Clarion,  now  well  on 
the  journey  of  life,  that  have  lived  and' 
grown  up  with  the  town.  Men  that  are  I  * 
self  made,  of  ripe  experience  and  solid  1 
wealth. 

A  recent  discovery  of  another  oil  pool 
near  town,  a  description  of  which  was  I  * 
given  in  this  paper  a  few  weeks  ago,  has 
added  new  life  and  excitement  for  the  l 
time  being. 


Manasseh  Arnoux 
The  history  of  Clarion  as  we  see  it  at  | 
this  writing  would  be  far  from  complete  j 
was  the  above  name  omitted.  Mr.  I 
Arnold  has  been  one  of  the  important  fac- 
!  tors  in  the  building  of  our  present  town.  ! 


He  came  to  Clarion  as  a  resident  in  the  j 

Spring  of  1876  as  he  had  been  elected 
Protlionotary  and  Clerk  of  Courts.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  coming  to  Clarion  town,  Mr.  | 
Arnold  had  been  engaged  in  business  at 
leather  wood  with  James  Laughlin.  The  | 
firm  of  Laughlin  &  Arnold  was  extensive¬ 
ly  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  lum¬ 
ber,  boat  building,  dealing  in  cattle  and 
other  undertakings  that  required  large 
capital  and  business  capacity.  Mr.  Ar¬ 
nold  is  a  self  made  man  in  every  respect. 

1  oming  from  a  frugal,  honest  family,  he  j 
worked  his  waj'  up  to  wealth  and  in¬ 
fluence  by  his  close  attentiofi  to  business 
and  sterling  honesty.  At  first  on  the 
farm,  then  in  the  employ  of  James  Laugh¬ 
lin,  to  whom  he  made  himself  so  neces¬ 
sary's  part  that  Mr.  Laughlin’s  interests 
demanded  Mr.  Arnold  as  a  partner.  Elec¬ 
ted  to  an  important  county  office  from 
the  minority  party  by  an  immense  ma¬ 
jority  proved  him  to  have  friends  almost 
beyond  number.  Since  coming  to  Clar¬ 
ion  he  for  some  years  built  up  the  grand 
business  which  today  is  conducted  by 
Arnold  Bros.  As  a  capitalist,  Mr.  Arnold 
has  always  been  prompt  to  assist  in  all 
projects  for  the  improvement  of  the 
borough  and  liberal  beyond  the  most  of 
men.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a 
just  and  honorable  man  to  deal  with  and 
carries  a  name  without  reproach. 

The  people  composing  the  resident 
class  are  above  the  average  in  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  for  strict  honesty  no  town  has 
a  better  record. 

Seventh  avenue,  Wood  and  Liberty 
streets  are  the  principal  residence  por¬ 
tions  of  the  town,  while  Main  street  is 
the  main  business  part. 

The  three  newspapers  published  in 
Clarion,  are  the  Republican-Gazette,  the 
Clarion  Jacksonian  and  the  Clarion  Dem¬ 
ocrat. 

The  Jacksonian  is  the  property  of  Geo. 

B.  Whitehill,  It  is  published  semi- 
weekly  and  has  a  general  circulation  all 
I  over  the  county. 

1  The  Democrat  has  been  published  in 
the  coutty  for  over  fifty  years  and  has 
always  received  a  good  support  from  the 
democrat  of  the  county.  It  is  at  present, 
own'edjand  published  by  Sansom  &Reed. 

The  Republican-Gazette  is  the  organ  1 
Jo:  the  Repub  ican  party  in  the  county 
land  by  its  recent  push  and  enterprise 
I  has  advanced  to  the  front,  and  is  today 
|  considered  the  leading  newspaper  of  the 


county. 
&  Pickei 


it  is  published  by  Miltenberger 
s.  The  power  used  in  their  of-’ 
fices  beinj  the  gas  engine  the  latest  and 
best  best, power  except  ^electricity  known , 
and  the  only  paper  in  town  using  an 
engine  of  that  kind. 


John  A.  Magee. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
self  made  men  that  has  made  Clarion 
county  and  town  what  it  is. 

Mr.  Magee  is  the  son  of  G.  K.  Magee, 
and  was  born  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Mon¬ 
roe  township,  near  Reidsburg,  April  26, 
1852. 

In  his  childhood  days  he  worked  on 
the  farm  and  when  old  enough  went  to 
school  during  the  winter  months.  He 
also  attended  the  academy  at  Reidsbury; 
an  institution  of  learning  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  Baptist  Church,  at  different 
times  beinghmder  the  tutorage  of  Prof,  j 
Lane  Gilbert  and  other  eminent  instruc¬ 
tors. 

At  an  early  age  he  engaged  in  business 
I  on  his  own  account,  being  in  partnership 
withj.  H.  Wilson,  in  the  cattle  and 
stock  business,  they  bought  cows,  horses 
and  colts  and  took  them  over  the  moun¬ 
tains  to  Philadelphia  on  foot, selling  them 
there  and  bringing  back  produce  for 
further  operations.  Some  of  these  trips 
required  three  months  time  and  many  an 
interesting  anecdote  Mr.  Magee  can  re¬ 
late  of  his  experience  during  this  period 
of  his  life.  3 

Later  he  joined  J.  M.  Kifer,  of  Reids¬ 
burg  in  the  mercantile  business  at  that 
place  and  built  the  store  room  lately  va¬ 
cated  by  Mr.  Kifer,  who  now  resides  in 
Allegheny.  He  only  remained  in  this 
business  about  a  year,  when  he  accepted 
employment  under  R.  Kennerdall,  of 
Scrub  Grass,  Venango  county,  who  had 
extensive  Woolen  Mills.  Mr.  Magee 
with  his  father,  represented  the  above 
firm  and  traveled  through  Clarion,  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  Venengo  counties  selling  manu¬ 
factured  woolen  goods  and  buying  the  j 
raw  wool.  On  the  death  of  R.  Kenner- 1 
dall  he  continued  in  the  business  with  the 
firm  of  Graff  &  Firth,  of  Worthington, 
Armstrong  county,  uho  operated  the 
Buffalo  Woolen  Mills.  During  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  above  firm,  he  was  also 
interested  in  the  Threshing  Machine 
business  with  Messrs.  S.  C.  " Sloan  and 
David  Stnail.  He  also  saw  the  opportun¬ 
ity  of  doing  business  as  a  contractor  for 
flour,  meat  and  feed  and  supplied  the 
lumber  region  with  a  large  quantity  01 
the  above  commodities.  Among  the  large  ! 
firms  dealing  with  him  were  Buzard  1 
Ritts  &  Co. 

In  1880  he  bought  the  flouring  mill, 
blacksmith  shop  and  farm  connected  with  | 
it,  from  the  estate  of  Mike  Turney,  of  j 


ooo^^  n  HPe-  °nC?  placed  ab0llt 
th/k/iU  d  of  imProved  machinery  in 
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lumber  and  coal  lands  Mlii  |nd  ,gas> 
and  Western  S  aS ^ eP  a.s  Soutnern 

constant  attention.  Uients  whlch  require 

Hami?h°Her  “SlotiwH33  ?1fairied  to  Miss 
Sloan  of'  Til  l  c(auShter  of  John  T. 

article  would  be ^fnco”rol“eW™“p;v  T1  j 

been  with  him  from  Tsfc  er<ie/.  v’’110  llas 
his  large  inTereste  l?4  over 

grand  reputation  Mr  '  jjl Sfhlng- the 
to-daja  '  Mage*.  enjoys 

comlTeSSe  &Satl  AtSSeinbly  lowing 

Monuments,  the  citizerife°  of  SoLllers 
availed  themselves  of  the  nrivil  cou”t>' 
law  gave  them  and  after Ihf"  •  ge  tIle  I 
cient  signatures  to  a  nJrf? btaining  suffi-  j 
the  necessary  Grand  Turiwa^favrf^  ^ 

ersZ^ntZ  "omtSl  I 

ment  at  a  cost  of  n°/  1  S°ldiers  Monu- 
cWlars,  and  a  beautSfcE 
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corn- 


will 


park 


of 


in  defense  of  n  !  f  V  Pve  the)r 
Pleted  hr  tl°  ?  •  fair  lalld  win  be 
cation  of  the  Ef!”  Clario”-  Tlufio- 
bein.theSStStelX^ft 
fronting  the  Conrf  ttw  p  Clt3  lutle  r 
Mill  among  the  beaSihff’  StandinS  as 

summer,  ‘and  SU  i'1  green  trees  - 
autumn  leaves  confmctlif  In?lly  hued 
whiteness  and  gUste-ih  ^  W-j 1  lts  snowy 
of  winter.  It 1  be  af  T*  the  Sno' 
will  have  to  be  seen  to  be  T Tent  tha 
ciated.  0  Pe  fully  appre 

One  thing  that  adds  irm  eh  Ow  o' 
pearance  of  the  town  i?  the  '» 1  Gie  apr 
fences.  The  handsome  well  kenE 
filled  111  summer  -roiTh  <  r  lk  pt  lawns> 
er  MUh  fragrant  flowers 


Sse/b  -n Pavenieut’’  aria  charm  the 
passei  by  with  their  beauty.  Clarion  is 

°f  bowers,  and  the  dwellers  there- 

1  varH  ,V/  e  the*n  111  PT°ffbion-  In  every 
Yad  and  lawn  in  summer  can  be  seen  iri- 
VumenibJe  beds  arrayed  in  grandeur 
tiiat  feolomon  could  not  equal,  and  in  ! 

Af  diMi  m-0e  evsry  'vindtm'  reminds  one  j 
•outlie  florists  greenhouse. 

"The  fire  department,  is  under  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the.'  » - -i 
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agenient  of  the  town  council. 
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uses: 


gauized  company  with 
prompt  and  ef.  .cient,  a! 
respond  to  duties  call. 

The  Public  School  situ: 
stfeet,  is  a  graded  seho; 
diplomas  of  a  high  grade, 
contains  ten  rooms.  Prof, 
is  the  proficient  Principal 
and  is  assisted  bv  the  foil 
corps  of  Teachers:  C.  F.  i 
9;  Mary  Maffett,  room  8 
room  7;  Alina  Graham,  ■ 

Wilson,  room  5;  Plate  Jack 
ry  Keck,  room"  3;  Alice  W 
Jean  Quigly,  room  1.  The 
scholars  in  attendance  is  1125  t  ,  , 

The  residences  of  the  town  generally 
:  will  compare  favorable  witii  the  other 
mums  111  the  state.  A  large  number  ard 
°t  the  finest  architectures  and  modern  i;J 

k  tnfw  apP°mtments.  Seventh  avenue] 
1-  the  EuClid  avenue  of  Clarion.  WhilJ 
there  are  other  residences  on  Main  and 
Eiberty  streets  and  Eighth  avenue  that 
am  equal  in  beauty  ana  completeness. 

Graham  Bros/ 

One  ci  the  largest  clothing  and  men’j 
furmsmng  goods  houses  in  Marion  con  j 

P  ’  °'  lu  faCL  m  tins  secti-.m  of  the  Staf“ 
bears  the  above  Ann  name.  The  store  d 


1_  ime  school, 
>'n:g  efficient! 
le.h'utt,  room 
.  iary  Eklo.j 
:om  6;  Pearl) 
room  4;  liar-' 
iter,  room  2; 
number  of 
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Mtuated  m  the  George  W,  frnold 


and  Sin  th 


bloc 


avenue,  on! 


* 


between  Fifth 

Main  street.  _ _ 

The  firm  is  composed  of  young  men 
young  m  years,  but  as  they  iLve  proved) 
old  in  experience  and  business  judgment' 
lue  members  0f  this  succeed  Mm 
are  \\  a  .er  a.  Graham  and  Augustim  v 
Graham,  sons  of  Patrick  Graham,  knowij 
everybody  who  resided  in  Clarioiil 
county,  prior  to  1SS3.  n0”! 

Walter  A.  Graham  is  the 


- -  vjriau am 

cient  bookkeeper  of 
Bank  of  this  place. 

' y'  graduated  from 
in 


present  etli- 


First  Nation:.! 


College,  Pittsburg,  in  M90.  %  p 

young  gentleman  of  unusual  iutelli<w 
and  by  his  genial  disposition  has  both 
warm  friends. 

A.  A.  Graham,  the  other  mltnSjfer 


itv 

a 

icej 

on 


the  firm,  is  also  a  graduate 


°  g.auuaie  of  the  sauiol 

commercial  school  as  his  brother  gr  ! 

Graham  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  th  J' 

tS**-  %BMl f  £a 

Grahhafaad  S«e°%  jHp  “G“'j 
..JhrawdeM  vo-aag  $  £ 

town,  yet  he  is  of  such  a  friendly 
pleasant  manner  that  it  is  the  delight"  0/ 

(  Ins  associates  to  call  him  friendl  g 
rhe  firm  commenced  business,  in  tS0- 
succeeding  N.  S.  Reid,  audisince  the  da  J 


of 


they  ojgtffieirtJWfi^rh tors-" WJ> — me  '  pu > > he, 
they  have  continuously  Had’  a  large  pat¬ 
ronage  and  the  name  of  Graham  Bros., 
has  gone  out  beyond  the  county  limits 
as  a  firm  that  is  honorable  and  responsi¬ 
ble  in  all  their  business  transactions. 
Reputation  at  home  and  abroad  is  the 
grandest  advertisement  a  business  firm 
!  can  have.  This  firm  has  risen  to  this 
j  point  and  tlieir  reputation  for  being  up 
)  to  date  with  everything  they  offer  has  be- 
1 J  co^'e  known  to  everybody. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Davis, 

pne  of  the  prominent  educators  of 
Clarion  is  a  native  of  the  county ,  being 
born  in  1847.  Dr.  Davis  attended  the 
public  school,  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
(fifteen  years,  when  he  had  the  advantage 
of  a  term  at  the  Clarion  Collegiate  Insti¬ 
tute  at  Ritnersburg.  After  leaving  the 
Icollege  at  Rimersburg,  he  worked  on  a 
farm  for  very  small  wages.  He  enlisted 
(in  1864  as  a  private  and  was  attached  to 
Battery  B,  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery, 
One  Hundred  and  fifty-second  Regiment  - 
Pennsylvania  Voluteers.  He  was  also 
attached  to  the  Naval  Brigade  and  was 
in  the  gunboat  sendee.  He  was  also  with 

the  army  of  the  Potomac  being  at  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Petersburg.  He  was  discharged 
in  1865,  and  took  up  his  studies  again  at 
(the  institute  at  Rimersburg.  From  this 
he  taught  in  the  Public  Schools,  and 
(studied  and  attending  schools  between 
I  times.  For  three  years  he  was  the  suc¬ 
cessful  principal  of  the  West  Freedom 
I  Academy.  He  was  elected  principal  of 
the  Clarion  Collegiate  Institute  at  Rimers¬ 
burg,  where  he  had  been  a  student  as  a 
'boy.  This  position  he  held  in  1874.  In 
1875  he  became  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  Clarion  county,  and  as, 
we  have  before  mentioned,  was  reelected 

twice.  ,  f 

He  organized  the  first  company  of 

National  Guards  that  Clarion  county  ever 
Iliad.  He  was  made  captain  of  the  com- 
Ipany  and  in  1876,  was  elected  Major  of 
the  Seventeenth  Regiment,  National  j 
'Guards.  He  was  also  Judge  Advocate  of 

(the  Seventh  Division  and  was  on  the  staff  j 
(of  General  Huidekoper.  December  1875 
|he  married  Miss  Anna  M.  Kerr.  In  18S3 
lie  accepted  the  position  of  statistical  clerk 
the  department  of  public  instruction. 
While  in  this  position  lie  was  sent  to 
Alaska,  where  he  organized  industrial 
and  training  schools.  He  resigned  in 
1887  to  accept  the  principalship  of  Clarion 
State  Normal,  which  he  has  filled  accept- 1 


(ably  ever  since,  and  if)  tdcHy  not  only1  t^e  i 
(efficient  head  of  one  of  the  best  State 
Normal  Schools  in  Pennsylvania,  hut  3 
(man  qualified  to  fill  the  highest  positioii 
[iii  the  educational  department  of  the 
(state. 

(  Ouk  Churches. 

Clarion  contains  six  churches.  The 
elegant  new  Presbyterian  church,  corner 
Wood  street  and  Seventh  avenue  stands 
as  a  magnificient  monument  of  the  liber- 
ality  of  the  Presbyterians  of  this  place. 

It  is  built  of  stone  and  the  interior  is 
very  handsome,  comparing  favorably 
with  any  of  the  city  churches.  Its  seating 
capacity  is  about  eight  hundred.  Rev. 
G.  B.  Robinson  is  the  pastor  elect. 

The  Methodist  church,  corner  of  Wood 
(street  and  Sixth  avenue,  is  also  a  grand 
and  imposing  stone  structure  only  a  few 
years  old.  The  inside  is  in  keeping  with 
its  exterior  in  beauty  and  costliness.  A 
large,  beautiful  organ  back  of  the  pulpit 
makes  melody  for  its  worshipers.  Dr. 
Fradenburg  is  the  pastor  in  charge  today. 

The  Catholic  church  is  on  Main  street 
between  Seventh  and  Fight  avenues.  It 
is  a  massive  brick  structure  with  high 
steeple  in  which  is  a  sweet  toned  chime 
of  bells.  They  also  have  a  fine  pipe  or¬ 
gan.  The  large  congregation  is  in  the 
charge  of  Rev.  Father  Deckenbrock. 

The  Baptist  church,  corner  Main  street 
and  Seventh  avenue  is  another  solid, 
handsome  brick  edifice.  Its  graceful 
proportions  pleases  the  eye  while  its 
interior  is  modern  and  comfortable.  The 
congregation  is  in  a  flourishing  condition 
and  is  acceptably  administered  to  by 
Rev.  Horace  Goodchild. 

The  Lutheran  church  is  situated  on  the 
street  passing  the  county  jail  and  is  back 
of  the  Court  House.  This  church  was 
formerly  the  old  methodist  church,  but 
when  the  new  church  of  that  denomina¬ 
tion  was  finished,  it  was  sold  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  who  use  it  for  church  purposes 
to-day.  It  has  recently  been  remodeled 
and  is  now  one  of  the  pretty  cozy  church¬ 
es  of  town.  Rev.  J.  W.  Bucher,  of  New 
Bethlehem  lias  just  accepted  a  call 
to  supply  the  vacant  pulpit. 

The  Protestant  Methodist  denomina¬ 
tion  are  using  the  lecture  room  of  the 
old  Presbyterian  church,  as  a  place  of 
worship.  The  congregation  has  only 
been  formed  within  the  past  few  years, 
but  is  growing  stronger  year  by  year. 


.  K.  Marthens  is  their  popular 

pastor. 

The  handsome  theatre  of  the  town  is 
situated  in  the  Ooera  House  hWi-  „ 
Main  street,  between  SixfhTnd5  Seventh 
avenue,  and  is  the  property  of  the 
Frampton  heirs.  It  is  managed  and  con¬ 
ducted  to-day  by  O.  F.  Dieffenbacher 
whose  careful  selection  of  attractions1 
makes  the  patrons  feel  safe  in  attending 
anything  he  may  offer. 

At  the  present  time  Clarion  supports 
five  excellent  hotels.  They  are  all  sit- 
!  uated  on  Main  street,  and  coming  from 
the  depot,  they  are  in  order  as  follows: 
The  Loomis  House,  M.  Murphy;  the 
Jones  House,  managed  by  S.  A.  Bell’,  for 
ex-sheriff  Beck  and  Mrs.  Frank;  the 
Coulter  House,  Jacob  Weaver;’  the 
Delmar,  Jesse  Kiehl,  but  soon  to  pass  to 
the  management  of  Mr.  Fleckenstien; 
the  Hotel  Meisinger,  with  Paul  Meisin- 
ger  as  landlord.  These  hotels  are  all  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  traveler  cannot  make  any 
mistake  by  patronizing  any  one  of 
them. 

„  We  have  two  excellent  National  Banks, 
The  First  and  Second.  F.  M.  Arnold,  is 
cashier  and  C.  Beeper,  President  of  the 
former  and  I.  M.  Shannon,  cashier,  and 
M.  Arnold,  president  of  the  latte®.  They 
are  strongholds  of  financial  stability  and 
have  large  patronage.  Both  are  situated 
on  Main  street. 


Some  of  the  residences  that  strike  the 

stranger  as  handsome  and  attractive,  are 
F.  M.  Arnold’s,  corner  Eighth  avenue 
and  Main  street,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ross,  R.  D. 
Campbell,  John  F.  Brown.  Dr.  J.  F.  Ross 
Mrs.  Lacy,  W.  H.  Ross,  M.  Boyce,  Dr. 
Wilhelm,  W.  W.  Greenland  and  J.  B. 
Patrick,  on  Seventh  avenue,  S.  Win 
Wilson,  B.  H.  Frampton,  W.  H.  Mahey, 
J.  E.  Fisher,  Dr.  J.  T.  Rimer  and  I.  M. 
Shannon  on  Liberty  street,  M.  Arnold, 
David  Lawson,  Squire  Payne’s  on  East 
Main  street.  Ed.  Wilson,  J.  W.  Green¬ 
land,  Thos.  Hidings,  T.  M.  Arnold,  Dr 
Fitzgerald  and  W.  H.  Collner,  Wood 
street. 


A.  W.  CORBETT. 

Success  in  life  is  what  everybody  hopes 
for  but  all  do  not  attain  it.  To  be  suc¬ 
cessful  requires  brain  coupled  with  wip 

p°Wer  arid  perseverance,  business  taft 
and  management. 

Mr.  Corbett  seems  to  have  possessed 


pinleal  of  business  siiccess  that  few  with 
the  same  bpportui  ity  attain. 

Born  on  his  M  sr’s  farm  near  Meehan- 
icsville,  Framptoi  Postoffice,  in  his 
younger  years  he  i  oak  his  part  of  the 
workwith  his  broilers.  Ai  the'  age  of 
se\  en  years  Ins  father,  A.  W.  Corbett 
Sr.,  moved  to  another  farm  near  Reids- 
burg,  where  they  remained  until  1868. 
In  that  year  they  moved  t°  Clarion  and 
In  Corbett,  Jr.,  associated  with  himself 
C.  F.  Corbett  in  the  mercantile  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  A.  W.  &  C  F  1 
Corbett,  dealers  in  general  merchandise' 
on  the  corner  of  Fourth  avenue  and 
Mam  street. 

On  dissolving  partnership  from  his 
brother  in  1886,  who  still  continues  the 
same  business  at  the  above  location  Mr 
A.  W.  Corbett  opened  a  dry  goods  ’  store 
on  Mam  street,  between  Sixth  and  Sev- 
enth  avenues,  adjoining  the  grocery  store 
of  Ed.  L.  Fox.  Here  he  prospered  and  j 
ffiis  business  increased  so  rapidly  that  in 
1S95  he  included  the  grocery  store  of  Mr 
Fox  and  threw  the  two  buildings  into  one 
large  store  and  opened  one  of  the  finest 

lines  of  dry  goods  ever  brought  to 
Clarion.  ° 

From  the  commencement  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  in  1886,  when  he  had  one  or  two 
clerks,  he  now  employs  some  ten  His 

store  is  handsomely  arranged  and  is  al 

way  fiHed  with  customers  who  select  only  I 

of^ods.  7 

1  Corbett  has  a  reputation  as  a  bin 

ness  man  that  many  should  emulate  but 
alas  few  attain.  For  honesty  and  strict 

business  integrity  he  has  no  peer.  '  As  a 

I  “  JSOUS  gentleman  he  is  known  to  every- 

'  In.thefa11  of  1SS5  he  married  Miss 
Jennie  Jones,  daughter  of  ex-sheriff  Jones 
j  and  has  one  son  who  gives  promise  of 
following  in  his  father’s  business  foot- 
steps.  j 

Mr.  Corbett’s  career  as  a  business  man 
J  a/ran(*  example  for  the  young  men  of 
to-day  to  follow.  Attentive  to  business 
polite  to  all,  temperate  in  his  habits  and 
a  gentleman  at  all  times. 

The  handsome  picture  on  this  page  is  a 
correct  likeness  of  his  place  of  business. 

Water  Works. 

Water  is  supplied  the  town  by  the 
Clarion  Water  Company.  The  pressure 
ufficient  for  all  purposes.  Until  re¬ 
cently  the  water  was  taken  from  the 


Clarion  nver^vlnclf  was  as  pure  as  a 
mountain  spring,  until  the  establishment 
of  numerous  tanneries  along  its  course 
poluted  the  water  and  made  it  unfit  for 
|  domestic  purposes.  The  water  company 
realizing  the  necessity  of  giving  the 
j  people  of  town  pure  water,  at  great  ex¬ 
pense,  leased  for  a.  long  term  of  years,  a 
j  fine  water  shed  along  which  ran  McRanes 
i run,  and  several  other  spring  water 
i|  streams.  These  waters  are  held  in  a 
j  klrffe  reservoir  on  the  other  side  of  the 
j;  Clarion  river  and  pumped  into  the  laro-e 

i! tank  on  the  hil1  and  from  there  the  town 
is  supplied  with  water  pure  and  healthy 
The  present  Post  Office  is  situated  in 
i  the  Masonic  building  on  Main  street,  and 
;  B.  H.  Frampton  is  the  postmaster  as¬ 
sisted  by  Miss  Rebecca  Rhea. 

The  town  contains  a  large  number  of 
handsome  stores  embracing  every  busi- 
j  ness  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  place 
and  equal  in  their  management  and 
stock,  to  those  of  the  city. 

The  health  statistics  places  Clarion  at 
the  highest  point,  the  death  average  be¬ 
ing  lower  than  at  any  other  place  in  the 
United  States. 

(  .  Few  towns  have  the  educational  facili¬ 
ties  that  Clarion  can  offer.  The  excel¬ 
lent  public  school  and  State  Normal 
{  g*ve  tkose  who  seek  an  education  all  the 
j  advantages  and  opportunities  they  can 
desire. 

The  legal  profession  of  the  present 
day  embraces  attorneys  capable  of  giving 
j  advice  and  fully  able  to  handle  success* 

|  fully  any  point  of  law  that  may  be  raised 
i  b7  the  citizens  pf  the  county  pr  carH  , 1 
to  the  §^rem?Qr  any  other  court.  One 
of  the  present  attorneys,  and  a  rising 
i  ^aw>ef  J;  A-  F,  Hoy,  is  at  present  a  mem- 
|  ber  of  the  legislature  from  this  county. 

I  A-  A-  Geary>  S.  F.  Brush,  H.  M,  Rimer, 

(  A.  C.  Brown.  J.  T.  Reinsel  and  George 
Whitmer  are  the  younger  members  of 
the  profession  who  are  rapidly  making  I 
I  their  mark  in  their  chosen  profession. 

The  electric  plant  is  operated  by  Knox 
.  &  Rider,  two  enterprising  young  men  of 
town,  they  fh.fnish  light  to  the  stores  and 
dwellings,  anct  no  clou  oh  An  tWTfiear 
future  our  streets  will  be  made  brilliant 
by  electricity.  We  are  only  waiting  for 
our  town  council  to  become  sufficiently 
educated  in  the  affairs  of  the  times,  up  to 
date,  to  adopt  electricity  for  street  pur¬ 
poses. 


1  he  streets  of  Clarioh  are  not  paved 
nit  generally  in  summer  are  as  smooth 
|  as  a  floor,  and  fine  for  wheeling  and 
{  bicycle  riding,  and  in  the  spring  and  fall 
about  as  bad  mud  holes  as  any  town 
j  would  wish  to  be  disgraced  by. 

The  paving  of  the  streets  aiid  electric 
lights  of  course  are  only  a  matter  of  time 
in  the  Clarion  of  today,  but  while  we  are 
waiting  on  these  improvements— we  mav 

die. 

The  Clarion  State  Normal  School  sit¬ 
uated  at  this  place,  is  one  of  the  finest 
J  equipped,  best  conducted  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  in  thfe  state.  The  Normal  build- 
iing  proper,  surrounded  by  the  handsome 
I  Music  Hall,  Model  School  building  and 
|  ladies  and  gentlemens  dormitories  present 
I a  handsome  appearance  when  viewed 
|  from  the  campus.  At  the  present  winter 
term,  there  are  208  students  within  its 
educational  arms  and  tfiegraduatmu  ciu  s 
has  numbered  as  high  as  one  hundred. 
The  faculty,  from  tile  principal,  Dr.  A.  >. 
Davis,  down  are  all  specially  fitted  for 
their  different  departments  and  the  fil¬ 
ing  between  the  faculty  and  pupils  is 
faiost  happy.  The  rules  o'f  the  school  a-  e 
Strict,  yet  the  kindly  care  of  the  faculty 
h  making  each  scholar  a  friend  makes 
compliance  easy. 


The;  '-Second  National  Bank  of 
Cdarion. 

!  .  One  of  the  soundest  financial  institu¬ 
tions -of  Clarion  county,  is  the  Second 
National  Bank  of  Clarion.  Since  its  01- 
ganization  it  hats  enjoyed,  and  been 
worthy  of,  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

Founded  by  ®  number  of  the  most  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  the  county,  it  has 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  rernirc- 
pess  of  panics  and  financial  depression^ 
The  mere  mention  of  the  names  of  its 
founders  sufficiently  indicates  the  solid 
character  offthe  institution. 

On  the  27th  day  of  August,  1883,  the 
following  named  persons  associated  them¬ 
selves  together  as  the  Second  National 
Bank  of  Clarion;:  Charles  Leeper,  SamT 
Johnson,  Hon.  R.  D.  Newell,  John 
Yeaney,  J.  8.  Jomes,  H<bk.  A.  Cook,  Por¬ 
ter  Haskell,  Dan  G.  Corbett,  David 
Bowman,  N.  Myers,  Hear.  W.  W.  Barr, 
administrator  of  P.  Graham,  deceased,  C. 
A.  Rankin,  Horn.  J..  T..  Maffetit,  A.  \W. 
Corbett,  Sr. ,  Hon.  J..  B.  Knox,  W.  H. 
JRoss,  J.  T.  Herst. 

The  association  received  its  charter 
September  12,  18^3.  The  first  board  of 


directors  were  Samuel  Johnson.  Calvin 
A.  Rankin,  Amos  W.  Corbett,  Porter 
Haskell,  James  T..  Maffett,  James  B. 
Knox  and  Charles  Reefer. 

James  T.  Maffett,  was  the  first  Presi¬ 
dent,  whose  picture  appears  .albove,  and 
N.  Myers,  the  first  cashier. 

Mr.  Maffett  is  the  only  official  now  in 
connection  with  the  bank  wh©  was  con¬ 
nected  with  it  at  the  organization.  Of 
the  original  stockholders  the  following 
are  now  deceased:  Samuel  Johnson,  A. 
Cook,  David  Bowman,  N.  Myers,  A.  W. 
Corbett,  Sr.,  J.  B.  Knox,  J.  T.  Herst. 

John  Yeaney  was  one  of  the  largest 
stockholders  at  the  start,  and  he  is  now 
the  largest  stockholder  in  the  bank.  He 
was  at  one  time  President  of  the  bank 
and  has  always  been  a  stockholder.  Hon. 
A.  Cook  was  a  large  stockholder  and  was 
President  of  the  bank  when  he  died.  His 


son,  A.  W.  Cook,  is  still  a  member  of  the 
association.  Porter  Haskell  succeed  Ed  A. 
Cook  as  President,  and  A.  W.  Cook  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  Haskell.  A.  W.  Cook  is  now 
President  of  the  Forest  County  National 
Bank,  and  J.  C.  Bowman,  formerly 
cashier  of  the  Second  National  Bank  -ofi 
Clarion,  is  now  cashier  of  the  Citizens 
National  Bank  of  Tionesta. 

M.  Arnold,  Esq.,  audT.  J.  Payne,  Esq., 
two  of  the  most  substantial  and  solid 
men  in  Clarion  county,  are  now  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Vice-President,  re-pectively,  of 
the  Second  National.  The  present  work¬ 
ing  force  in  the  bank  is  a  most  efficient 
one,  I.  M.  Shannon,  cashier,  P.  M.  ' 
Yeaney,  assistant  cashier,  Jacob  Black,  | 
bookeeeper  and  M.  C.  Shannon,  teller. 
These. gentlemen  are  exceedingly  kind,  j 
accommodating  to  all  who  have  business 
in -the  bank.  If  you  visit  the  bank  dur¬ 
ing  banking  hours  you  will  find  each  of 
t  hem  at  liis  desk  intent  on  the  business 
in  hand,  but  never  too  much  engaged  to 
promptly  wait  on  the  patrons  of  the 
bank.  The  fact  that  these  gentlemen 
have  all  just  been  re-elected  to  the  respec-  i 
tive  positions,  which  they  have  held  for  ! 
a  number  of  years,  testifies  to  the  confi¬ 
dence  reposed  in  them  by  the  stockhold¬ 
ers  and  directors  of  the  bank.  Its  bank¬ 
ing  room  in  the  Kribbs  block  is  well 
equipped  for  the  purpose,  and  contains  a 
large  steel  vault  for  the  safe  keeping  of 
the  funds,  provided  with  everv  modern 
improvement  and  furnished  with  lock 
boxes  foi  the  use  of  the  patrons  of  the 
bank  and  which(are  rented  at  very  reason¬ 


able  rates.  *  This  bank  has  a  yery  large 
patronage  of  depositors  throughout 
Clarion  and  adjoining  counties.  The 
Second  National  Bank  of  Cl'aion,  by  its 
method  of  business,  commen 
the  general  public.  It  deal 
money  only — one  hundred  ce  its  on  tht 
dollar  everv  time. 


s  itself  to 


in  sound 


The  same  confidence  reposed  in  the 
working  force  of  the  bank  is  likewise  re¬ 
posed  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  indi-  I 
cated  by  their  repeated  re-election,  and  I 
at  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  Jan-  | 
nary  12,  1897,  they  were  all  unanimous!}'  [ 
chosen  by  the  stockholders.  The  present  i 
Board  of  Directors  consists  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  named  gentlemen:  M.  Arnold,  T.  T. 
Pay ne,  J.  f.  Maffett,  J.  M,  Fitzgerald, 
Jessie  Kiehl,  P.  M.  Veanev  and  M  C 
Shannon, 

he  ’Normal  stu  .ents  contribute  much 
i.o  the  town  by  t  .sir  presence,  patronage 
md  society,  fine  people  of  the  town! 

.  'eat  them  cordially  and  make  their  stay 
Peasant.  1  here  is  nothing  of  a 
■ature  gding  on  in  the  town  to 
c  le  Normal ites  are  n  *t  '  irdiallv  invited 
and  made  heartily  welcome. 


proper  I 
which 


The  principal  industries  of  the  place 
lf  today  are  lumber  and  oil,  farming  is 
-irried  on  extensively  all  around  the 
section  which  supplies  the  needed  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  inhabitants. 


Telephone  communication  is  had  with 
ill  surrounding  towns,  and  you  can  talk 


to  your  friends  any  place  in  the  county 
is  easily  as  if  they  were  in  the  room  with 
you.  The  business  man  can  also  converse 
with  his  e or-espon  leu  s  in  the  citi 
hundreds  of  miles  away  with  ease,  and  in 
a  few  moments  give  his  order  for  goods  I 
that  in  the  old  Cladon.  -  would  have  re¬ 
quired  weeks. 

We  have  three  daily  mails  from  the 
south  and  east  and  one  from  the  north, 
stages  and  hacks  bring  and  carry  the 
mails  from  Reidsburg,  Curllsville,  Sligo, 
Brookville,  Corsica,  Strattanville,  MioJa 
and  Helen  Furnace.  The  Clarion  post- 
office  being  called  a  Star  Route  'office. 

We  heve  an  abundance  of  natural  gas 
that  is  .used  for  heat  and  light  and  it  is**  a 
rare  thf  ug  to  see  smoke  issuing  from  a| 
chimney,  As  a  consequence,  the  town  i 
is  cleanly,  and  visitors  from  the  cities  ■ 
especially  smoky  Pittsburg,  wonder  why  J  ;  ;; 
the  buildings  are  so  white  amt  clean. 

The  Fair  Association,  is  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  alriBtyiamd  judgment.  The 
president  this  year  is  D.  H.  Parsons,  sec-  j 
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retary  S.  S.  LarighM®,  Regiftter  anfi  Re¬ 
corder  ot  the  'Coun  ty,  .and  the  treasurer, 
J-  J-  Frazier,,  Esq.  The  society  is  'in  a 
flourishing  condition  and  their  esihibi- 
1  5lons  eacil  yescraregenerously  patronized, 
j  ri'cy  pay  their  pwasmnmsSii  cash  .at 'the 
|  close  of  the  fair  winch  is'lheld  in  Sesatetn- 
:'ber. 

The  cemetery  on  Cottage  Hill,  is  a 
pretty  spot,  and  is  it  slumber  many  of 
the  old  time  residents  as  well  as  a  member 
of  those  who  went  out  to  war  and  gave 
their  lives  a  willing  sacrifice  for.  their  I 
country’s  good. 

The  Masonic  Order,  Odd  Fellows,  Jr. 
O.  U.  A  M.,  -the  A.  <©.  U.  W„>the 
‘•accabees,  the©,  A.  R.,  and  Ladies  Re¬ 
lief  Corp  of  the  G.  A.  R„  all  have 
flourishing  organizations  with  .large 
membership. 

The  business  of  the  town  knows  little 
variation,  being  .about  the  same  the  year 
round.  Clarion  is  the  county  seat,  and 
until  better  railroad  facilities  are  obtained 
the  business  wiE  not  increase  rapidly. 
Hope  of  a  broad  g.uage  railroad  entering 
the  town  we  have  and  will  hope  foi  till 
we  die. 


The  First  National  Bank. 
j  Thls  Bank  was  organized  on  February 
ist,  1865.  The  first  building  used  was 
J loCated  where  A-  W.  Corbett’s  dry  goods 
store  is  now  situated  on  Main  street 
The  necessity  of  someplace  where  money 
could  be  placed  for  safe  keeping  and  the 
(growing  business  of  the  town  demanded 
j  such  an  institution.  Seeing  the  want  of 
proper  facilities  for  conducting  the  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  of  the  town,  a  number  of 
wealthy  and  public  spirited  citizens  or¬ 
ganized  and  put  in  operation  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Clarion. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders 
in  1865,  tne  following  board  of  directors 
were  elected:  W.  L.  Corbett,  Samuel 
Wilson,  Wm.  J.  Reynolds,  C„  Kaufman 
N.  Myers  and  Jacob  Black,  Sr.  The 
board  of  electors  elected  W.  L  Corbett 
President,  and  G.  w.  Arnold,  Cashier  ’ 

Of  the  original  directors  C.  Kaufman  s 
the  only  one  living.  Of  its  Presidents 
C.  Keeper,  is  living. 

In  1 883  the  present'  imposing  bai  k 
bu.ldmg  was  erected  by  the  bank  and  has 
been  used  ever  since.  The  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  business  of  the  bank  required 
larger  and  better  accommodations  which 
necessitated  erecting  the  present  building. 

.  1 


0“  Natio»»l  of  to-day  is  situated 
on  Main  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth 
avenues.  It  ,s  a  one  story  building  built 
expressly  for  banking  purposes,  ft  con¬ 
tains  as  you  enter,  a  large  and  finely  ap¬ 
pointed  counting  room,  where  the  general 
business  is  carried  on.  T]ae  massive  safe 
burg  ar  proof,  with  its  time  locks  of  the 
latest  improvements,  its  deposit  boxes  for 
the  safety  and  convenience  of  the  bank’s 
customers,  its  finely  polished  counters, 
landsome  desks,  electric  light  and  pol- 
I  .shed  railings,  create  a  feeling  of  perma¬ 
nence  and  security  that  is  comforting  to 
the  owners  of  wealth. 

That  Lie  First  National  Bank  has  been 
a  success  from  the  start,  is  domonstrated 
by  the  liberal  dividends  it  has  regularly 
declared.  The  bank  has  made  for  its 
stockholders  since  its  organization,  in 

j  diVfends>  surPlus  and  undivided 
(profits,  amounting  to  $382, 59r.05.  Awo&, 

derful  showing  of  careful  and  financial 
management  by  the  officers  in  charge  of 
its  affairs  during  the  thirty-one  years  of 
its  existence. 

Hie  bank  hag  correspondents  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  conduct  a  bank 
mg  business  on  up  to  date  methods  care 
j  fnl  in  the  interests  of  its  patrons  and 
jealous  of  their  securit}-. 

Handsome  rooms  in  the  rear  of  the 
-'ounting  room  are  fitted  up  for  the  use  of 
the  President,  Cashier  and  board  of  di- 
ectors. 

At  the  recent  election,  of  directors 
held,  January  12th,  1897;  the  following 
loard  of  directors  was  chosen:  C.  Keened 
Pd.  M.  Wilson,  F.  M.  Ardold,  S:  Win 

A  llson>  R  Vowmckel,  R.  w.  Shott  and 
Don  C.  Corbett. 

The.present  officers  of  the  bank  are  F 
M.  Arnold,  cashier;  Jonn  1.  nun  lap,  as¬ 
sistant  cashier;  F.  M.  Arnold,  Jr.,  teller; 

W-  A.  Graham,  bookkeeper. 

F.  M.  Arnold,  the  present  cashier,  has 
been  connected  with  the  bank  since  it 
was  organized  and  by  his  merit  and  fit¬ 
ness  for  the  business,  worked  his  way  up 
to  the  high  and  honorable  position  he 
holds  to-day.  Much  of  the  bank’s  pros¬ 
perity  is  due  to  Mr.  Arnold  for.his  watch¬ 
ful  care  over  its  interests  and  his  ability 
as  a  financier. 

1  he  First  National  has  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  solid  institutions  of 
the  state,  and  its  large  earnings  show  the 
confidence  of  the  people  who  patronize 


it. 


ion  at  the  present  time,  was  horn  on  his 
father’s  farm  in  Limestone  township, 
near  Corsica,  May  *6th,  1851.  He  is 

another  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  tt  e 
county  that  was  a  farmer’s  son  and  raised 
on  the  farm. 

He  commenced  attending  the  public 
schools  of  the  township  at  a  young  age 
and  being  of  a  studious  nature,  progressed 
rapidly. 

In  1864  his  father  purchased  the  farm 
near  Clarion,  known  as  the  Sloan  farm, 
and  two  sons,  W.  Hall  and  Grier  Sloan 
still  retain  possession  of  it. 

After  moving  to  Clarion,  Mr.  Sloan  at-  ! 
tended  the  public  school  until  the  Car¬ 
rier  Seminary  was  opened  when  he  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  first  students  at  that  in¬ 
stitution  of  learning. 

In  1888,  the  new  discovery  of  a  new  oil 
field  at  Clarion,  brought  the  Sloan  farm 
into  prominence  and  it  was  found  to  be 
productive  territory.  Mr.  Sloan  sold  25 
acres  for  oil  purposes  and  a  number  of 
fine  wells  has  been  operated  on  the  fann 
for  years. 

In  1889,  Mr.  Sloan  purchased  the  gro¬ 
cery  store  of  I.  H.  Allen,  situated  in  the 
M.  Arnold  block  on  Main  street,  this 
place,  and  successfully  conducted  the 
b-isiness  until  Arnold  Bros.,  required 
the  entire  building  for  their  own  use,  and 
Mr.  Sloan  then  moved  to  the  Opera 
House  Block,  lower  down  the  Street. 
The  business  that  lie  purchased  from  I.H 
Allen  was  one  of  the  o  dest  in  the  towin 
(  having  been  managed  for  years  under 
the  firm  names  of  Thompson  Maffett, 
Clark  &.  Ray  and  I.  H.  Allen  &  Co. 
Since  opening  in  the  Opera  house  block, 
Mr.  Sloan  has  continually  increased  his 
business.  His  reputation  for  selling  only 
the  choicest  groceries  at  reasonable  prices, 
with  his  specialties  of  fine  roasted  coffee, 
tea,  spices,  butter  and  other  like  neces¬ 
saries,  together  with  his  large  flour  and 
feed  trade  has  built  up  a  large  custom 
which  is  steadily  increasing.  One  ad¬ 
vantage  he  has  is  that  his  store  has  been 
an  exclusive  grocery,  flour  and  feed 
store  since  its  commencement. 

I11  1883.  Mr.  .Sloan  married  Miss  Rosa 
Guthrie,  daughter  of  J.  L.  Guthrie  of 
Clarion.  They  have  six  children,  four 
boys  and  two  girls. 

In  1S96,  when  the  oil  pool  now  being 
deve  oped  was  discovered,  Mr.  Sloan’s 
farm  was  again  found  to  be  valuable  and 
some  producing  wells  have  recently  been 
put  down  on  it. 

Mr.  Sloan  has  always  been  active  in 
affairs  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
town  and  is  at  present  filling  liis  second 
term  as  councilman  of  the  Borough. 


StujpetrJilk  Borough. 

The  name  of  the  town  was  given  in 
honor  of  its  founder,  Judge  Henry  Ship- 
pen.  The  land  on  which  the  town  is 1 
built  and  a  large  amount  surrounding 
the  village  belonged  to  Henry  Shippen. 

In  1828  Judge  Henry  Shippen  laid  out 
the  present  town  and  started  the  erection 
of  buildings.  The  Bellefonte,  Waterford 
and  Erie  pike  ran  through  the  place  and 
no  doubt  was  one  of  the  principle  factors 
in  the  selection  of  the  location. 

Among  the  first  to  settle  in  the  new 
town  were  Nathaniel  P.  Lang  and  Dr. 
Patton.  The  first  store  was  built  by  John 
Shippen,  who  came  from  Lancaster  coun¬ 
ty  in  1822.  The  location  of  the  store  was 
near  where  the  Hotel  Shippenville,  now 
stands.  Richard  Shippen,  brother  of 
John,  became  a  partner  in  the  store  and 
it  afterwards  became  the  company  store 
of  the  Shippenville  Furnace. 

Hon.  Henry  Shippen,  who  was  Presi¬ 
dent  Judge  of  Crawford  and  Venango 
districts,  built  a  frame  hotel  in  1827. 
This  building  was  on  the  lot  now  occupied 
by  the  Hotel  Shippenville,  lately  the  1 
Union  House. 

John  Shipper!  was  appointed  postmaster  1 
when  the  office  was  established  in  1825. 

In  1820  Peter  Kiser,  who  with  his  family 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  prosper¬ 
ity  of  the  town,  settled  in  the  valley 
south  of  town  and  the  name  and  family  1 
have  ever  since  been  prominent  in  the 
affairs  and  success  of  the  village. 

Wm.  Meade,  was  among  one  of  the 
early  settlers,  but  having  no  sympathy 
with  poineer  life,  soon  left  to  seek  more 
congenial  society. 

David  Robinson  came  from  Hunting¬ 
don  county  in  1822,  and  resided  where  ' 
the  present  Capt.  V.  Phipps  keeps  hotel. 

He  was  a  potter  by  trade. 

Nathaniel  Lang,  Jerry  Johnston  and 
Harry  Jenkins,  were  among  the  early 
carpenters,  Jenkens  being  a  millwright  as  I 
well  as  a  carpenter.  These  families,  how-  1  . 
ever,  have  all  left  the  place. 

Jacob  Kahle  settled  about  two  miles! 
from  town  on  the  Fryburg  road,  in  1S26,  I 
and  the  farm  is  still  conducted  by  his 
son. 

Henry  Sloan  was  among  the  first 
tailors  who  worked  at  the  trade  in  Ship¬ 
penville.  He  was  succeeded  by  Balth¬ 
asar  Hack,  who  came  from  Franklin 
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county  in  1838. 

John  and  Richard  Shippen,  with  Jacob 
Black  built  and  operated  the  Shippen- 
ville  Furnace  near  the  town,  which  was 
an  important  factor  in  the  success  of  the 
place.  The  new  firm  employed  a  number 
of  hands  who  purchased  supplies  from 
the  merchants,  and  some  lived  within  the 
town  limits. 

Mary  Ann  Furnace,  which  was  named 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  Black,  widow  of  Fred¬ 
erick  Black,  who  with  her  son,  Jacob, 
built  the  furnace  which  was  located  on 
the  pike  where  it  crosses  Paint  Creek 
near  the  outskirts  of  the  town  and  . only  a 
short  distance  from  where  the  passenger 
train  was  wrecked  week  before  last. 

William  Chambers  had  built  a  saw  mill 
at  this  point  in  18:20  and  most  all  the; 
lumber  used  in  the  building  of  the  town 
was  turned  out  at  this  mill. 

John  King  was  the  first  blacksmith, 
his  shop  being  situated  on  Main  street 
near  where  W.  Woodburn’s  store  snow 
stands.  This  was  in  1823.  The  :first 
hotel  was  built  by  Frederick  KahF  ip 


1824.  The  hotel  bujilt  by  Judge  Henry 
Shippen  was  at  first'kept  by  Dr.  Patton, 
but  in  1835,  the  property  was  purchased 
by  John  and  Adam  Black,  who  conducted 
the  hotel  for  some  time  together.  Later 
John  bought  Adams  interest  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  business  alone,  at  his  death 
his  widow  conducted  it  for  a  time.  For 
a  number  of  years  past  it  has  been  rented 
and  is  now  conducted  by  M.  D.  Fiddler.  1 
John  and  Adam  Black  also  kept  a  general 
store.  Robert  and  John  Patton  built  the 
second  store  that  was  erected  in  the  vil 
lage,  in  1828.  Anothejr  of  the  early  time 
storekeepers,  was  Richard  Richardson. 

In  1829  David  Hostennan  built  a  tan¬ 
nery  in  the  east  end  of  the  town.  A  year 
or  two  afterwards  Robert  Ray  built  an¬ 
other  tannery. 

The  first  Sheriff  of  Clarion  county, 
James  Hassen,  built  a  grist  mill  west  of 
town.  Mr.  Baker  afterwards  became  the 
owner  and  has  ground  the  grain  of  the 
farmers  of  that  vicinity  for  many  years 
and  was  a  great  convenience  to  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

In  1851  James  Wilkins  built  the  nipst 
portentious  hotel  of  the  town  at  the 
tersection  of  the  pike  and  Fryburg  a 
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Hdenburg,  road  whic  i  was  known  as  the 

American  House.  Mjr.  Wilkins  sold  out 
to  Hugh  Carson,  who!  in  1863  sold  it  to 
Jacob  Shaffer  who  changed  its  name  to 
the  Shaffer  House.  In  1884  Capt.  V. 
Phipps  purchased  the  building  from  Jacob 
Shaffer  and  is  at  present  owner  and  land¬ 
lord. 

Shippenville  in  its  early  history  was 
quite  a  center  of  trade  from  1842  to  1847. 
The  farmers  came  from  Venango,  Craw¬ 
ford  and  other  counties,  with  grain  and 
produce  of  all  kinds  and  exchanged  their 
loads  for  iron  and  other  needed  store 
goods.  Some  of  our  present  farmers  who 
complain  of  the  price  of  oats  and  corn, 
might  learn  a  lesson  from  the  farmers 
who  hauled  oats  from  Crawford  county  to 
Shippenville,  and  sold  them  for 
twenty-five  cents  per  bushel  and  then 
often  for  other  goods. 

Whiskey  was  one  of  the  staple  commo¬ 
dities  of  that  day.  Hvery  store  kept  a 
large  supply  on  hand  and  it  usually 
sold  for  fifty  cents  a  gallon,  cash  and  a 
dollar  in  trade.  It  was  purchased  by  the 
barerl  for  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five 
cents  a  gallon. 

The  different  furnaces  around  the  town 
each  contributed  to  the  population  on 
Saturday  nights  and  whiskey  and  fights 
kept  the  place  lively  enough  until  Sun¬ 
day  morning. 

Each  furnace  had  its  bully  and  at  the 
gathering  of  the  men  on  these  Saturday 
evenings  each  gang  were  anxious  to 
prove  by  actual  combat  the  powers  of 
their  best  man.  Bloody  noses  and  brok¬ 
en  ribs  were  the  result  but  no  bad  feel¬ 
ing  remaining  after  the  fight  was  over. 
The  men  were  as  good  friends  the  day 
after  as  ever  before.  One  incident  was 
related  to  us  which  illustrates  the  legal 
aspect  of  affairs  of  that  day.  A  man  by 
the  name  of  Loperman,  was  the  bully  of 
the  Shippenville  Furnace.  The  Beaver 
Furnace  had  three  brothers  who  were  all 
fighting  men.  It  seems  at  this  time 
there  was  fierce  rivalry  between  the  men 
of  these  Furnaces.  One  Saturday  even¬ 
ing  Loperman  and  the  three  brothers  met 
in  Shippenville  and  at  once  the  three  men 
attacked  the  one.  After  the  scuffle  was 
over,  Loperman  was  carried  on  a  stretcher 
into  the  company’s  store,  where  he  was 
washed  and  cleaned  up  and  oil  poured  on 
his  many  wounds.  After  this  he  was 
carried  home  and  put  to  bed  and 


•"lever  left'  it  untff  carjried  out 1  for  burial. 
We  were  told  that  this  was  undoubtedly 
a  case  of  murder,  bull  nothing  was  ever 
done  about  it,  not  even  a  coroners  in 
quest  being  held.  Comparison  with  the 
present  time  of  law  and  order  are  cer¬ 
tainly  plain.  The  Furnace  s  around  Ship¬ 
penville,  were  Mary  Ann,  Deer  Creek  and 
Elk. 

When  the  panic  of  ’46  caused  all  but 
two  or  three  of  the  furnaces  of  Clarion 
county  to  shut  down,  the  Shippenville 
was  one  that  stood  firm  and  continued  in 
operation.  They  had  added  a  forge  and 
as  there  were  but  few  rolling  mills  in  the 
county  at  that  day,  the  hammered  iron 
was  in  demand.  At  this  period  people 


not  only  from  Clarion  county  but  all  the 
surrounding  county  came  to  the  forge  for 


their  iron,  they  had  no  money,  but 
brought  flour,  corn,!  oats,  meat,  hides 
and  whiskey  which  were  readily  taken 
in  exchange  for  the  iron  so  much  needed. 
The  demand  was  so  great  that  men  stood 
around  .the  forge  and  the  minute  a  piece 
was  finished  some  one  would  grab  it  and 
rush  out  of  the  crowd  to  have  it  weighed 
and  settled  for. 

In  the  early  history  of  Shippenville, 
the  principal  occupation  was  hunting  and 
trapping.  The  county  was  full  of  all 
kinds  of  game,  deer  and  bear  being  very 
plentiful.  The  hunters  traded  the  pelts 
lor  provisions,  traps  and  ammunition. 
The  goods  brought  to  Shippenville  for 
sale  and  trade  were  taken  by  water  to 
Emlenton  and  hauled  from  that  point  by 


5th,  1845  the  Pittsburg 


;i  wagon. 


The  first  school  house  in  Elk  town¬ 
ship,  was  in  Shippenville,  it  was  built  of 
logs.  The  location  was  just  below  the 
present  Phipp’s  hotel.  A  few  years  later 
another  log  schoo  I  house  was  built  near  the 
graveyard  and  the  first  building  aban¬ 
doned. 


The  present  cemetery  was  purchased 
from  Henry  Shippen  in  1S23.  For  a 
;  number  of  years  church  services  were 


held  in  a  grove  by  missionaries  or  in 


the 


school  house. 

The  first  rude  church  was  built  in  1836 
but  never  finished  or  dedicated.  The  first 
regular  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
was  Rev.  G.  F.  Ehrenfelt  who  came  in 
1S63  and  remained  four  years.  On  June 
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Synod  held  its 
first  convention  in  the  town  and  its  Pre¬ 
sident,  Rev.  Jacob  Steck,  preached  the 
Sabbath  following. 

The  M.  E.  church  of  the  town  was  first 
organized  in  1844.  Rev.  J.  Bell  Neff,  one 
of  the  celebrated  preachers  of  the  M.  E. 
church  today,  w’as  at  one  time  in  charge 
of  the  circuit  which  included  Shippen  - 
ville. 

Shippenville  of  todaj^  contains  between 
three  and  four  hundred  inhabitants.  Oil 
was  an  exciting  feature  in  the  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  palmy  days  of  that  industry,  but: 
no  large  wells  were  ever  struck  in  thel 
immediate  vicinity.  Some  little  produc-’ 
tiod  is  what  they  have  to  boast  of  at  this 
time,  but  no  new  operations  are  being 
carried  on. 

The  town  presents  a  pleasing  appear¬ 
ance.  As  you  enter  it  from  Clarion  youi 
can  look  down  from  the  hill  and  see  af 
comfortable  village  divided  by  the  pike. 
The  place  has  three  churches.  The 
The  Lutheran,  Rev.  J.  Calvin  Fasold, 
pastor  in  charge,  the  Methodist,  Rev. 
Framptou,  the  Ohio  Synod  Lutheran, 
Rev.  Rohr.  Each  of  the  churches  have 
good  congregations  and  are  growing. 

There  are  two  school  houses,  one  for 
primary  scholars  presided  over  by  Miss 
Anna  Brenneman  and  the  other  for  those 
more  advanced,  in  charge  of  Miss  Ada 
Latshaw,  of  Clarion. 

The  different  societies  holding  charters 
in  the  town  are  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  No.  948 
which  was  organized  in  1877. 

A.  O.  U.  W. ,  Mountain  Lodge  dating 
from  1S77. 

Amos  Kiser  Post,  G.  A.  R.  was  duly  or¬ 
ganized,  March  19th,  1885. 

Woman’s  Relief  Corp  received  their 
charter  in  1886. 

W.  C.  T.  U.,  of  Shippenville,  com¬ 
menced  work  in  1886,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  S. 
Elder,  of  Clarion  assisted  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Dr.  G.  R.  Banyard  is  the  physician  of 
the  town.  A.  R.  Johnson  is  the  railroad 
and  express  agent,  Mahle  &  Doverspike 
are  the  merchant  tailors.  Mr.  Jarvis 
keeps  the  livery  stable,  O.  A.  Rose  is  the  I 
wagon  maker,  W.  Winter  is  the  veteran  I 
blacksmith  and  his  son  Harvey  conducts  I 
a  shop  as  a  close  second  to  his  father,  1  ^ 
F.  Camp  is  the  genial  watchmaker  an  ^ 
jeweler,  Mrs.  Susan  Hach  is  the  milline  _ 
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pVIr.  Call-well  the  b^tc^er,  Mr.  Nellis  the  j 
barber,  Wm.  Hack  the  shoemaker,  Andy  i 
|  Ehler  the  confectioner,  R.  R.  Snyder  the  I 
^ruggist,  John  Arner  the  accommodating  | 
postmaster  and  dealer  in  groceries,  John 
Ehler  keeps  a  general  store,  James  Rich¬ 
ardson  a  confectionery  and  grocery  and 
Wm.  Woodburn,  the  largest  and  most 
popular  general  store  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Woodburn  has  been  in  the  business  for 
a  number  of  years  and  thoroughly  un¬ 
derstands  it.  The  business  of  harware, 
farm  implements,  harness,  tinware, 
stoves,  etc.,  is  handled  and  controlled  by 
W.  N.  Wilson  &  Son.  Mr.  Wilson,  Sr., 
has  been  in  the  business  at  Shippeuville 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  Ten  years 
ago, he  took  his  son,  C.  E.  Wilson  in 
partnership  with  him  and  since  that  j 
time  the  business  has  increased  rapidly,  : 
until  now  they  command  the  trade  of  the  ' 

|  locality  in  which  they  are  situated. 

There  are  two  hotels  in  town,  the 
Phipps  House,  as  before  stated  at  the  in¬ 
tersection  of  the  pike  and  the  Fryburg 
and  Edenburg  road,  Capt.  V.  Phipps  the 
proprietor,  is  not  only  a  veteran  of  the 
|  war  but  a  veteran  of  hotel  keepers.  His¬ 
tory  records  his  bravery  on  the  field  of 
battle  and  the  trave  iug  public  proclaim 
his  hotel  as  one  of  the  best. 

The  Hotel  Shippenville  is  conducted  by 
E.  Fidler.  It  has  a  good  patron¬ 
age,  and  is  the  only  licensed  hotel  in 
|  town.  It  is  situated  on  Main  street,  one 
square  above  the  Phipps  house. 

,  The  officials  of  the  town  are  up  to  date 
j  and  carefully  watch  the  morals  and  health 
|  of  the  people.  Strangers  visiting  Ship¬ 
penville  are  treated  cordially  and  leave 
with  a  desire  to  return.  The  Republican 
i  Gazette  is  read  by  a  large  number  of  the 
people  of  the  town  who  appreciate  not 
only  the  history  of  Clarion  county  now 
being  published,  but  the  variety  and 
scope  of  its  county  news. 

The  writer  is  under  obligations  which 
he  desires  to  acknowledge  here  to  Mr. 
Wm.  R.  Shippen  for  his  courtesy  in  giv- 
ing  most  of  the  information  embodied  in 
this  article. 

Mr.  Wm.  R.  Shippen  is  one  of  the  old 
residents  of  the  town  and  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  all  points  of  its  history 
for  many  years  back.  He  was  connected 
with  the  Shippenville  Furnace,  at  one 
time  clerk  of  the  company’s  store.  He 
is  now  retired  and  devotes  his  time  to 


!  looking'  after  tlTe’property  of  the  estate,  f 
One  of  the  men  that  Shippenville  owes 
I  much  of  its  prosperity*  to,  is  the  late 
*  Jacob  Black,  Sr.  He  was  a  native  of: 
Maryland,  being  born  in  that  state  in  j 
1809.  At  an  early  age  he  came  to  this 
■  I  state  with  his  father  and  mother,  first 
I  locating  in  Green  county,  then,  in  Beaver 
and  finally  in  Venango,  the  part  of  which 
is  now  Clarion  county.  He  was  the 
favorite  of  his  grandfather,  who  owned 
i  the  property  on  which  the  Shippenville 
Furnace  was  built,  who,  on  his  death, 
left  it  to  Jacob  Black.  He  entered  into 
partnership  in  1832,  with  John  and 
Richard  Shippen,  the  firm  building  the 
Shippenville  Furnace,  and  successfully 
operated  it  for  years.  The  product  of  the 
‘  furnace,  pig  metal  and  iron,  was  hauled 
to  the  Clarion  river  and  boated  to  Pitts- 
I  burg.  After  some  years  John  Shippen 
sold  his  interest  in  the  furnace  to  his 
brother  and  Mr.  Black, when  the  firm  was 
known  as  Shippen  &  Black. 

Mr.  Black  resided  at  the  furnace  and 
was  general  manager.  They  also  erected 
and  operated  a  saw  and  grist  mill  in 
connection  with  the  furnace  and  forge. 
They  gave  employment  to  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  hands  who  worked  at  the  furnace 
and  forge,  cut  wood,  burned  charcoal, 
(the  smelting  was  done  with  charcoal) 
digging  ore,  hauling  coal,  ore  and  metal. 
Millers  at  the  grist  mill,  and  sawyers  at 
the  saw  mill.  In  fact  the  large  works 
operated  by  Mr.  Black,  assisted  greatly 
in  developing  the  neighborhood.  A 
I  great  deal  of  the  success  of  weathering 
the  panic’s  of  1837,  1846  and  1857,  was  j 
due  to  the  careful  management  of  Mr. 
Black,  whose  far  sighted  business  in¬ 
stincts  forseen  and  prepared  for  the 
events  that  came.  He  was  not  only  a 
man  recognized  as  a  master  in  his  busi¬ 
ness,  but  was  always  ready  to  lend  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  poor  and  needy  whose  ap¬ 
peal  to  him  was  never  in  vain.  Many 
attributed  their  success  in  life  to  the 
ready  help  extended  by  their  emploj-er 
and  friend. 

He  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Shippen,  a  sister  of  his  partner,  Richard 
Shippen,  in  1833.  The  business  of  the 
Furnace  was  dissolved  in  1859,  and  from 
that  time  Black  interested  himself  in  real 
estate.  He  was  at  one  time  President  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Clarion.  He 
was  an  extensive  oil  operator  and  pro¬ 
ducer  during  the  oil  excitement  of 
Clarion  county  and  continued  to  manage 
his  business  affairs  until  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1888. 
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^TCH  HILL. 

.  v nng  W?st  Monterey,  we  ascend  a 
ug  hill  and  when  we  arrive  at  the  top, 
we  find  by  the  sign  board  that  the  road 
climbing  the  hill,  is  two  miles  long. 
Going  up  we  pass  a  little  village  called 
Dogtown.  This  town  contains  some  of 
the  early  settlers  of  the  surrounding 
country,  among  them  being  Mr.  Bowser, 
the  blacksmith,  a  man  skilled  in  the  art 
of  working  iron  and  steel  and  celebrated 
as  one  of  the  best  blacksmiths  for  miles 
around.  Mr,  Dimberg,  an  industrious 
bwede,  also  resides  in  a  comfortable 
nome  at  this  town.  But  to  continue  on 
the  way  to  Dutch  Hill.  When  you  have 
reached  the  two  mile  sign  board,  you. 
then  descend  a  short  hill  and  the  town  is 
seen. 

Dutch  Hill  is  a  pretty  place,  not  so 
~  as  some  of  the  other  towns  in  the 
county,  but  probably  as  thriving  and  con¬ 
tented  with  its  lot  as  any  other  place  of 
its  size. 

After  passing  the  store  of  C.  W.  Horner 
one  of  the  most  magnificient  views  to  be 
obtained  anywhere  comes  into  view. 
Dying  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  within  the 
scope  of  vision,  lies  the  winding  Alle¬ 
gheny  river,  curving  among  the  hills, 
with  the  light  of  the  setting  sun  shining 
on  it,  it  looks  like  a  river  of  silver.  Park- 
er  City  can  always  be  seen,  and  from 
the  point  close  by,  Dawrenceburg  also  in 
Armstrong  county,  and  St.  Petersburg 
and  Catfish,  this  county  are  visible.  To 
stand  on  the  hill  and  view  these  towns, 
the  river  and  countless  acres  of  rich  farm¬ 
ing  land,  underlaid  with  steam  coal, 
limestone,  fire-clay  and  iron  ore,  makes 
one  feel  that  he  stands  among  the  gifts  of 
God,  m  a  specially  blessed  country  where 
plenty  should  always  abound. 

Coming  to  the  town  proper,  we  find 
tnat  m  1859,  there  were  living  around 
where  Dutch  Hill  now  stands,  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Cauley,  George  Jordon,  and  Samuel  Jor¬ 
don  sometimes  called  “Grandpap”  Jor¬ 
don  by  those  who  had  known  him  for 
yerarTs-  He  was  the  father  of  ’Squire  H. 
W.  Jordon,  so  well  and  favorably  known 
t0  „3?ost  of  the  People  of  Clarion  County. 

About  this  time,  (1859),  Robert  Stew¬ 
art,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county 
and  who  had  been  born  near  Concord 
Church,  purchased  106  acres  of  land  and 
built  a  residence  and  barn  ad i online 
Where  the  town  now  is.  ’  6 

Stewart  Has  dwelfonthe  samelarm 


5hattht^Sh thir^^  years  and  during 

?Ss.,”p™"a,Sed  a  familr  °f ' “hi'h 

Of  his  children,  P.  A.  and  K.  E  keens 
store  m  West  Monterey.  S.  E.  is ’book¬ 
keeper  for  an  extensive  real  estate  firm  I 
a  Braddock,  pa.  V,  W  MpJtaL  S 

place  and  with  his  wife  occupies  the 
house  adjoining  his  father’s,  H.  F  the 
Stillremains  with  his  pa- 

Stewarrihat  held  a  number  of  town 
ship  offices,  AYcipally  that  of  school  di- 
rector  and  suj^f  _■  which  he  accepta¬ 


bly  idled  tor  a  number  ot  years.  ~ 

In  1880,  the  number  of  people  who 
had  moved  to  the  vicinity,  created  a  ne¬ 
cessity  for  a  store,  as  the  nearest  place  to 
procure  supplies  were  at  West  Monterey 
and  Dawrenceburg,  in  Armstrong  county. 
This  want  was  supplied  by  H.  W.  Jordon 
George  Horner  and  C.  W.  Horner  start¬ 
ing  the  first  and  only  store  of  general 
merchandise  the  town  has  ever  had.  Mr 
Jordon  dropped  out  of  the  firm  and  Mr. 
George  Horner  and  C.  W.  Horner  con¬ 
tinued  it  in  the  name  of  the  latter  gentle¬ 
man.  In  1895,  C.  W.  Horner  purchased 
his  father’s  interest  in  the  business  and 
continues  it  to-day.  Of  the  store,  we 
have  this  to  say,  that  it  is  one  of 
the  neatest  kept  and  best  stocked 
country  store  we  have  ever  seen.  A 
line  of  general  merchandise  is  kept, 
country  produce  is  purchased  and  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  home.  The  store  supplies 
the  farmers  and  the  miners  of  the  Church  1 
Hill  mines,  located  near  by,  but  it  is  not 
a  Company  store  as  the  miners  are  paid 
in  cash  and  can  purchase  their. goods 
wherever  they  choose.  Mr.  B.  A.  Jordon 
is  the  gentlemanly  clerk,  as  well  as  the 
assistant  postmaster.  Mr.  C.  W.  Horner 
is  the  postmaster  who  was  appointed  un¬ 
der  President  Cleveland  and  will  contin- 
JV?  to  hold  the  office. 

The  nearest  blacksmith  shop  is  situat¬ 
ed  a  little  distance  below  the  town  and 
the  gentleman  who  conducts  it  and  has 
for  many  years  past,  is  Mr.  Andy  Bowser, 
hiention  01  whom  has  been  made  before  ! 
in  this  article. 

Sometime  iil  the  early  fifties,  Mt.  Cal¬ 
vary  Dutheran  church  was  built.  John 
Jordon  was  the  contractor,  Rev.  Walker 
who  has  since  died  at  Salem,  this  county, 
was  the  minister  during  its  erection  and 
who  first  officiated  within  its  walls.  Un¬ 
til  lately  it  was  in  the  charge  of  Rev. 
Shaner,  but  at  present  its  pulpit  is  vacant 
though  there  are  many  applicants  for  it. 

The  school  of  the  town  is  "the  township 
school  and  is  under  Mr.  Orian  Dogue, 
this  term.  Mi.  Dogue  also'  taught  the 
school  last  year  and  gave  such  satisfac¬ 
tion  that  he  was  engaged  for  this  winter, 

It  is  a  neat  building  and  stands  opposite 
the  Dutheran  Church. 

The  principal  industry  that  supports 
the  town  is  the  Church  Hill  Coal  Works, 
situated  just  below  the  place.  .  These 
mines  originally  belonged  to  Messrs. 
Greenfield  and  McCallum,  of  Oil  City 
but  were  purchased  by  the  Horner 
Brothers.  The  mine  is  now  employing 
thirty -five  miners,  The  'men  are  paid 
monthly  and  can  purchase  their  goods 
any  place  or  where  they  choose.  The 
capacity  of  the  mines  is  about  five  cars  of 
coal  daily.  The  coal  taken  out  of 
the  mine  is  celebrated  as  being  the 
best  quality  of  steam  coal  and  is  al¬ 
ways  in  demand.  From  the  mine 
the  coal  is  hauled  over  a  tramroad  to 


the  top  of  the  hill  to  the  incline.  We 
were  cordially  invited  to  ride_  on  one  ot 
the  cars  down  the  aforesaid  incline,  but 
respectfully  declined,  as  we  did  not  nave 
sufficient  accident  insurance  on  our  life 
to  take  the  seemingly  great  risk. 

The  Company  has  350  acres  of  fine  coal 
land.  The  vein  is  three  foot  and  easily 
mined.  As  to  the  management  of  the 
Company,  Mr.  C.  W.  Horner  is  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Manager  and  Treasurer.  He  is 
a  courteous  gentleman  whom  we  had 
pleasant  business  relations  with. 

H.  O.  Horner  handles  cars  on  the  in¬ 
cline.  C.  A.  Horner  is  weighnaaster,  and 
G.  R.  and  W.  E.  Horner  are  the  car  trim¬ 
mers.  Wm.  Gates  is  the  blacksmith  and 
E.  L.  Horner  and  Henry  Nunnamaker, 
the  drivers.  The  company  contemplates 
placing  a  locomotive  on  the  tramroad  in 
the  near  future,  which  will  greatly  expe¬ 
dite  matters. 

The  management  is  just  to  its  employ¬ 
ees  and  they  are  seemingly  satisfied  and 
contented. 

W.  E.  Horner  is  the  justice  of  the 
Peace  of  the  town  and  as  an  officer  is 
acceptable  to  all,  being  an  official,  just 
and  considerate.  The  town  contains 
1  about  eighteen  buildings  and  one  hun- 
|  dred  inhabitants,  who  are  contented  with 
their  lives  and  enjoying  of  the  prosperity 
of  their  day  and  generation. 


RICHLAND  TOWNSHIP 

♦ 

I  The  township  lies  in  the  western  part 
I  of  the  county  and  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Salem  township  on  the  south 
by  the  Clarion  river,  Venango  county  on 
I  the  northeast  and  the  Allegheny  river 
bounds  it  on  the  west.  The  township 
contains  nine  thousand  five  hundred  ac¬ 
res  of  land  divided  into  about  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twelve  farms. 

The  township  was  a  part  of  Venango, 
previous  to  the  formation  of  Clarion 
County. 

Ten  thousand  acres  in  Richland  town¬ 
ship  at  one  time  belonged  to  the  Peters 
| and  was  called  the  '“Peters  Tract”. 

Early  in  1806,  Daniel  Ashbaugh  came 
jwith  his  family  from  Sugar  Creek,  Arm- 
j strong  County,  and  settled  near  what  is 
now  St.  Petersburg,  purchasing  from 
Richard  Peters,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land..  Part  of  this  property  is 
now  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  St 
Petersburg.  The  Ashbaugh  family,  later 
(generations,  still  own  some  of  the  prop- 1 
erty  and  reside  in  the  neighborhood".  At 
,  the  time  Mr.  Ashbaugh  located  in  the 
township,  the  country  was  heavily  wood- 
led  and  there  were  no  roads.  To  come  as 
far  as  the  Clarion  river  in  wagons  was 
;not  difficult,  but  from  that  point  to  their 
destination  was  difficult  as  they  had  to  go 
-on  foot  and  carry  their  belongings  as 
1  best  they  tould  through  the  dense  forest 
They  drove  poles  in  the  ground  which 
supported  a  roof  and  dwelt  under  its 
shelter.  _  They  called  it  a  cabin  but  as  it 
had  no  sides,  the  wild  beasts  of  the  forest 
kept  them  in  continual  fear  and  watch¬ 
fulness. 


I  These  habitants  suffered  them  for  the 
first  season  during  which  they  cleared 
some  land  and  raised  a  small  crop.  In 
the  fall  they  commenced  the  erection  of 
a  log  house  and  completed  it  by  Christ¬ 
mas.  No  doubt  these  earlier  settlers  felt 
proud  of  their  new  and  substantial  build¬ 
ing  which  not  only  afforded  protection 
from  the  elements  but  from  wild  animals 
as  well.  What  would  the  owners  ot  some 
of  the  fine  mansions  in  Clarion  County 
and  Richland  township  to-day,  think  of 
a  cabin  of  logs  as  a  fitting  place  wherein 
to  dwell. 

The  succeeding  year,  1S07,  Conrad 
Moyer,  came  to  the  township  and  settled  ; 
near  what  is  now  the  Ritts  farm.  In.  the 
same  year,  Mr.  Wm.  Porter  settled.  On  i 
this  land,  Richard  Peters,  owner  of  the 
“Peters  land”,  erected  a  house  and  oc¬ 
cupied  it  for  a  number  of  years,  living  by 
himself. 

In  1812,  JacobHale  settled  near'  Chest¬ 
nut  Ridge.  Six  years  later  Daniel  Knight 
came  and  in  1829,  Jacob  Heeter.  Andrew 
Porter  came  in  j83i.  Captain  Henry 
Neely  moved  over  from  near  Edenburg  in 
1814. 

About  1812,  the  first  school  house  in 
the  township  was  built  on  the  Porter 
farm.  It  was  a  very  rude  and  primative 
affair.  It  was  built  of  round  logs  and 
covered  with  clap  boards.  The  chimney 
was  built  at  the  end  of  the  building  out¬ 
side  of  it  altogether,  of  stone  and  the  end 
of  the  house  next  to  the  chimney  was  re¬ 
moved.  Immense  logs  called  back  logs 
were  rolled  into  the  chimney  and  would 
burn  and  crack,  often  throwing  the  em-  i 
bers  of  fire  among  the  scholars.  For 
windows  a  log  was  removed  and  props 
placed  at  intervals  between  the  logs. 
These  openings  were  covered  with  greased 
paper,  through  which  a  dim  light  entered 
the  building.  This  was  the  first  school 
house  >in  the  township  over  whose  destin¬ 
ies,  Robert  Mackelwaine  presided.  Crude 
as  were  the  surroundings,  the  young 
people  attending,  led  a  merry  life  and 
the  bright  faces  and  sparkling  eyes  pro¬ 
duced  from  life  spent  in  the  open  air  and 
free  from  vice,  could  always  be  seen 
around  the  school  house  door. 

In  writing  of  these  old  schools,  one  of 
the  old  residents  of  the  county  told  us 
Hast  week  that  those  were  happy  days. 

H  e  said  that  it  was  the  usual  custom  of 
the  teachers  to  turnish  some  treat  for  the  ! 
scholars  on  the  last  day  of  school  and  if 
be  did  not,  the  scholars  barred  the  teach-  i 
-er  out,  preventing  him  from  entering  or 
holding  school.  That  on  one  occasion 
bis  teacher,  a  good  old  convenanter,  by 
:  the  way,  a  man  who  would  not  swear  in 
any  manner,  shape  or  form,  treated  his 
pupils  on  one  of  these  occasions,  to  an 
apple  each  and  a  drink  of  whiskey;  with 
a  little  sugar  stirred  in  it. 

In  1824,  the  second  school  house  was 
btailt  and  the  third  in  1826.  The  town¬ 
ship  now  has. ten  schools,  all  modern  in  I 
appearance  and  comfortable  within. 


entrance  of  the  ATIegEehy~ 
d  caused  the  people  to  re- 
-m  in  1877,  when  the  Foxburg 
->urg  and  Clarion  Railroad  en- 
j  boundaries  of  Richland  town- 
nere  was  rejoicing.  This  latter  road 
.oped  finally  into  the  Pittsburg  & 
estern. 

Lewis  Collner  had  the  honor  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  fruit  store  in  the  township.  Mr. 
•Collner  only  recently  died  leaving  a  large 
•estate.  The  original  business  is  conduct¬ 
ed  to-day  by  his  sons,  H.  Collner  &  Bro  , 
'but  in  a  much  more  extensive  manner. 
Previous  to  Mr.  Collner  opening  his  store 
the  people  were  compelled  to  go  to  either 
Fmienton  or  Lawrenceburg  to  purchase 
their  supplies. 

The  first  grist  mill  was  erected  by  Geo. 
Myers.  It  was  situated  on  the  Clarion 
river  near  Alum  Rock.  This  mill  was 
destroyed  by  fire  but  was  rebuilt  again. 

The  first  saw  mill  was  built  by  Henry 
and  John  Neely  in  1820.  It  was  situated 
on  Alum  Rock  Run 


la  i832.  Jacob  Frederick  bought  some 
land  from  Richard  Peters.  He  after¬ 
wards  sold  it  to  John  Keating  and  John 
Vensel,  who  finding  large  deposits  of 
„  rich  iron  ore  on  the  property,  in  1846, 
"rected  an  iron  furnace  which  thev  sue’ 


I  ccssluTIy  operated  untiTiSbb,  when  it  was 
j abandoned. 

About  1*64  65,  a  company  composed 
|  of  Isaac  Nee  y,  William  H.  Neely,  Daniel 
!  ®°staph,  Alexander  Wilson,  Henry  Barr, 
Edward  McM array  and  others  com- 
menced  drxHmg  a  well  on  the  Isaac  Neely 
farm.  They  made  slow  progress  owing 
Retools  and  apparatus  used. 
The  first  drilling  was  done  by  hand  and 
operations  were  frequently  stopped  for 
want  of  money.  After  awhile  horse 
power  was  used,  but  finally  after  the  war 
modern  tools  were  obtained,  whichman- 
aged  to  get  stuck  in  the  hole  and  it  was 

nooiiyabaDd0ned'  GaS  WaS  found  hut 

i87°>  John  Galey  drilled  a  well  on 

of„  JudSe  Keating  at  a  place 
called  the  Grass  Flats.  This  well  Ppro- 

dadyd  fr°m  S1Xtj  t0  seventy  barrels  of  oil 

in  th*?^’  thw  oil,,excitement  increasing 
in  the  township,  the  town  of  Antwern 

was  built  and  had  at  one  time  over  one 
thousand  inhabitants,  however  in  1872  it 
was  destroyed  by  fire  and  never  rebuilt. 

yhe  first  post  office  in  the  township  was 
established  in  1862,  at  Alum  Rock 
Daniel  Bostaph  as  post  master  The  mart 

St.  “irsterg'  °'  Az"'  ""s  Miu-  *nd 

SK*  ^  VS?: 

towns  in  the  township  are  Foxbure 
|t.  pe.e„b«rs  and  RicUa„Pd 


ELK  TOWNSHIP 

.... 


There  was  at  one  time  a  creek  called 
Deer  Creek,  running  through  the  town- 

ship  The  name  was,  however  changed 
to  Hlk  creek,  and  from  this  creek,  the 
township  was  named.  Samuel  Dale 
Thomas  Beard  and  John  Andrews,  were 
the  Commissioners  who  organized  the 
township  in  the  year  1806.  At  the  time 
the  county  was  organized  it  contained 
much  more  teritory  than  it  now  does 
Nearly  all  of  Ashland  and  a  large  part  of 
Washington  townships  were  included. 

The  first  settler  seems  to  have  come  to 

the  township  as  early  as  1808.  His  name 
was  Grove  and  he  settled  on  the  farm 
afterwards  owned  by  Jacob  W.  Kahle. 
About  the  same  time  a  Mr.  Hartman  set- 
tied  on  the  adjoining  farm.  Neither  of 
these  families  remained.  They  made 
some  improvements  but  finally  grew  dis¬ 
couraged  and  left.  Mr.  Grow  must  have 
been  a  minister  as  he  occasionally 
preached  for  his  neighbors.  He  finally 
went  to  Pittsburg,  and  later  it  is  said 
committed  suicide. 

In  1812,  Gideon 


-  —  Richardson  catne^u> 
the  township  from  the  state  of  New  York 
The  place  he  selected  for  a  residence  was 
where  Flk  City  now  stands.  His  first  oc¬ 
cupation  was  that  of  a  land  agent  He 
had  charge  of  the  property  of  Huidekop- 
er  and  Judge  Shippen.  Later  he  pur¬ 
chased  land  and  improved  it.  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ardson  was  one  of  the  first  board  of  Com¬ 
missioners  of  Clarion  County.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  his  decendants  yet  reside  in  the 
county.  Canoe  Creek  received  its  first 
settlers  in  the  persons  of  Fredrick  Black 
and  his  family.  In  1815  they  came  from 
Maryland.  Some  years  later  he  was  killed 
by  a  tree  falling  on  him.  Mrs.  Black  and 
her  family  were  always  important  fact¬ 
ors  in  the  township  as  they  erected  grist 
mills,  saw  mills,  carding  mills  and  fur¬ 
naces.  They  owned  large  tracts  of  land 

and  gave  employment  to  large  numbers 

of  men.  In  1820  William  Chambers  built 
a  saw  mill.  Wm.  Rupert  also  came  to 
Canoe  Riffle  at  the  same  time  the  Blacks 

did.  He  cleared  land  and  improved  the 

same.  Peter  Kiser  came  to  the  township 
in  1817.  He  had  formerly  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Westmoreland  County.  John 
Kiser,  a  brother  came  with  him  but  left. 

He  returned  however  and  settled  per¬ 
manently  in  1820m  the  valley  south 


of  I 


I  vShippenville.  Five  children  were  born 
to  him  on  the  farm,  some  of  whom  are 
honored  residents  of  the  county  to-day. 
The  Kiser  family,  like  the  Blacks  have 
always  been  identified  with  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  township  in  which  they  re¬ 
sided.  Another  settler  of  near  Shippen- 
ville,  came  in  the  person  of  William 
i  Mead  who  came  from  Crawford  county  in  | 
the  year  1821.  Soon,  however,  he  grew  ‘ 
tired  of  the  trying  life  of  an  early  settler  i 
1  and  left  for  more  congenial  climes.  John  1 
Shippen  came  from  Lancaster  county  in 
1822,  and  opened  the  first  store  in  the 
township  at  Shippenville.  Among  those 
[  who  came  in  1822,  were  David  Robinson, 
who  was  a  potter,  Nathaniel  Lang  and 
Jerry  Johnston,  carpenters,  and  Harry 
Jenkins,  a  millright.  All  of  these  men 
however,  left  the  township.  Jacob  Kahle 
came  to  the  township  from  Huntingdon 
County  in  1826,  and  settled  on  the  Fry- 
burg  road  about  two  miles  north  of  Ship¬ 
penville.  In  1857,  Jacob  Kahle  Sr.,  was 
elected  associate  Judge  for  one  term  of 
Clarion  County.  Some  of  his  family  are 
to-day  residing  in  the  same  section  hon¬ 
ored  and  respected  citizens.  , 

j  Joseph  Berlin  located  on  the  west  side 
j  of  the  township  in  1825.  He  was  always 
one  of  the  standbys  of  his  township,  giv- 
r  j  ing  of  the  best  of  his  talent,  money  and 
j  brains  to  the  bettering  of  his  chosen  sec- 
tion.  He  liyed  a  long  and  useful  life. 

Truittsburg. 

The  land  on  which  is  situated 
j  the  village  of  Truittsburg,  was  part 
j  of  the  farm  of  Abram  Rhodes.  It 
is  hard  to  find  what  cause  led  to 
the  settlement  of  this  place,  other 
than  it  was  a  central  point  as  far  as 
travel  was  concerned,  there  being 
■  roads  from  five  different  points 
merging  at  this  point.  The  situa-  J 
tion  was  also  central,  being  almost  I 
surrounded  by  the  following  places:  | 
j  Brinkerton,  Shannondale,  Crates, 

|  Frogtown,  New  Maysville,  Haw- ; 

,  thorne  and  Fairmount,  being  within 
between  three  or  four  miles  from 
either  place. 

James  Mercer  started  the  first 
j  store.  Previous  to  his  opening  in 
I  business,  the  supplies  had  been  pur- 


;  chased  at  West  Millville  and  hauled 
to  the  village.  Mr.  James  Mercer, 
who  now  resides  at  Hawthorne,  not 
only  conducted  the  first  general 
store  in  the  place,  but  owned  a 
large  farm  adjoining  Abram  Rhodes- 
Samuel  Peoples  also  owned  a  farm 
whose  lines  joined  those  of  Rhodes 
and  Mercer.  Abram  Rhodes  put 
up  a  building,  intending  to  go  into 
business,  but  sold  the  property  to 
A.  G.  Truitt  &  Bro.,  in  1867. 
Truitt  &  Bro.  then  opened  the 
largest  stock  of  goods  that  had  been 
brought  to  that  section,  and  from 
!  the  day  they  opened  their  doors  for 
j  the  patronage  of  the  community, 
the  store  operated  by  Truitt  & 
Bro.,  has  continued  to  be  the  lead¬ 
ing  trading  center  of  that  part  of 
Clarion  county.  A.  G-  Truitt  hav¬ 
ing  died,  the  brother,  S.  C.  Truitt, 
continued  the  store  business  and  is  ] 
to-day  one  of  the  most  popular  j 
store  keepers  in  Clarion  county. 
A  number  of  small  stores  were 
opened,  but  all  becoming  discour¬ 
aged  left  the  place.  The  wagon 
maker  was  Reuben  Keppler,  the 
first  shoemaker,  who  has  held  the 
last  and  pounded  the  awl  all  these 
years,  defying  all  competitors,  and 
his  work  of  to-day  shows  the  thor¬ 
oughness  of  those  bygone  years; 
when  shoes  were  made  of  leather 
and  would  stand  some  wear.  John 
Crawford  was  the  first  blacksmith 
and  though  having  retired  from  the 
forge  some  years  ago,  still  lives  in 
the  place  and  takes  pleasure  in  talk- 1 
ing  over  old  times  and  manner  of, 
doing  work  in  the  years  that  have 
rolled  be  tk  in  the  almost  forgotten 
past,  when  the  rush  and  hurry  of 
present  time  was  unknown  and 
iii  took  time  to  do  work  that 
.ould  give  satisfaction  rather  than 
(wear  out  at  once,  so  a  demand  for 


_ 

the  same  labor  would  be  quickly 
required.  If  a  digression  is  allow¬ 
able,  we  pause  to  remark,  that 
there  is  trickery  in  all  trades  but 
ours,  that  the  newspaper  business  is 
about  the  only  line  Pr  calling  in 
which  a  man  cannot  slight  his 
patrons,  nor  cpver  his  defects.  That 
the  printed  sheets  of  his  paper  can 
not  cover  his  laziness,  but  does 
often  cover  the  failings  of  his  neigh¬ 
bor^  and  while  he  does  honest  work 
he  receives  more  abuse  than  any  I 
other  profession.  John  Crawford 
was  succeeded  by  Thomas  McEntire, 
a  son  of  B.  M.  McEntire,  ex-county 
Treasurer  of  this  county,  who  has 
shod  the  horses  of  Truittsburg  and 
vicinity  for  many  years.  Mr.  Mc¬ 


Entire  is  an  old  soldier  and  loves  to 
dwell  on  the  scenes  of  the  late  un¬ 
pleasantness.  He  is  full  of  anec¬ 
dotes,  interesting  and  instructive. 
He  is  also  a  friend  of  all  newspapers 
and  newspaper  men.  His  son,  B 
M.  McEntire,  Jr.,  is  the  wagon 
maker  of  the  place  and  conducts  a 
thriving  business. 

fc  February  -  Mr. 

Seth  C.  Truitt  was  appof!?*  Post¬ 
master  by  Postmaster  General  D 
M.  Kay,  under  the  Hayes  Ad¬ 
ministration,  and  has  continued  to 
handle  the  mail  matter  for  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  town  and  vicinity  ever 
since,  over  nineteen  years,  and  can 
to-day  claim  the  distinction  ofbein°- 
the  oldest  postmaster  in  office  con¬ 
tinuously  in  this  county.  On  his 
commission,  which  we  read,  he  has 
made  the  following  note  :  “Re¬ 
ceived  an  iron  mail  key  from  the 
;  Department  on  Wednesday,  March 
1 27>  1897,  number  190,  3t.” 

Truittsburg  was  without  a  church 
building  until  in  1895,  when  the 
Evangelical  congregation  erected  a 
house  of  worship.  Previous  to  1895 
the  various  religious  denominations 
had  worshipped  in  the  hall  belong¬ 
ing  to  Truitt  &  Bro.,  above  the 
store.  The  Union  Sunday  School 
was  also  conducted  in  the  same  hall. 
For  over  twenty-five  years  the 
Truitt  Bros,  allowed  all  religious 


congregations  to  use  tne  nail  tree  of 
all  rent  or  expense  whatsoever. 
This  was  a  commendable  act  which 
no  doubt  will  meet  with  a  rich  re¬ 
ward  in  the  life  that  is  to  come.  A 
few  years  ago  the  general  church 
1  going  public  or  members  of  the 
different  religious  beliefs,  agreed  to 
purchase  a  hall  that  *  Mr.  S.  C.  | 
Smith  had  built  and  added  to  it.  ; 
The  articles  of  association  that  were  i 

drawn  up  set  forth  that  the  hall  is 
to  be  set  apart  for  all  •  purposes  of 
moral,  intelligent  and  benevolent 
character.  The  new  church  being 
finished,  Rev.  Hershberger  was  in¬ 
stalled  as  pastor,  and  regular  ser¬ 
vices  are  held  every  other  Sunday. 
The  nearest  school  house  is  about 
one  mile  from  the  village  and  was 
presided  over  last  winter  in  atl  ac-  I 
ceptable  manner  by  Mr.  E.  Swartz,  •' 
of  Shannondale.  It  is  situated  in 
what  is  called  the  Frazier  school 
district. 

Previous  to  the  post  office  being  ; 
established  this  town  had  several 
names.  Some  called  it  Glasgow, 
was  the  finest  city  in  the  world.’ 
Whether  he  thought  the  place 
would  attain  the  same  size  as  the 
city  from  which  it  took  its  name, 
we  know  not,  but  one  thing  is  sure’ 
he  was  a  Scotchman.  The  name  I 
more  generally  used  was  that  of 
the  Cross  Roads,  as  we  previously 
mentioned,  where  five  roads  cen¬ 
tered  at  the  town.  When  the  post 
office  was  created  the  name  of 
Truittsburg  was  given  the  place  by 
the  Department,  in  honor,  no  doubt, 
to  the  successful  Truitt  Bros.  In 
the  old  time  before  there  was  a  post- 
office  in  the  town,  any  one  who  was 
in  West  Millville  received  all  the  j 
mail  for  the  neighborhood  and 
brought  it  over  for  distribution.  It  ! 
is  also  said  that  some  of  these  un-  f  I 
authorized  mail  carriers  would 
sometimes  imbibe  too  freely  of  the  I 
cup  that  intoxicates  before  leaving 
.  West  Millville,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  mail  would  be  distributed  all 
along  the  road  from  Millville  to 
Truittsburg  and  not  to  its  rightful 
owners.  These  cases  however, 
were  not  frequent  and  the  honest 
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volunteer  carrier  generally ~ deliver¬ 
ed  the  letters  and  papers  thereof. 
P 1  The  present  quiet  little  'commun¬ 
ity,  of  about  one  hundred  souls,  con 
duct  their  various  occupations  peace¬ 
fully  and  happily.  Seemingly  con¬ 
sented  with  their  lot.  They  read 
the  papers  and  keep  well  informed 
with  the  doings  of  the  great  world 
that  lies  outside  and  around  them 
■  without  envy  or  jealousy.  S.  G. 

Truitt  has  the  only  general  store, 
I  Thos.  McEntire  is  the  genial  black¬ 
smith,  B.  M.  McEntire,  Jr.,  the 
wagonmaker  and  John  Drayer,  the 
shoemaker,  conduct  the  business  of 
Truittsburg  to-day  each  one  success¬ 
ful  in  his  business  and  respected  by 
the  community  in  which  they  form 
;  an  important  part.  This  article 
about  concludes  the  towns  of  KeQ- 
bank  township. 


REDBANK  TOWNSHIP. 

The  township  originally  included 
what  are  now  Limestone,  Monroe, 
Porter,  Clarion  and  Millcreek  in 
Clarion  county,  and  Mahoning  and 
Redbank  in  Armstrong  county. 

The  township  was  formed  in  1806. 
Its  name  was  taken  trom  Redbank 

creek.  Among  its  first  residents 
l  1  were  Henry  Nolf,  John  Mohney  Sr. , 
Henry  C.  Barrett,  Isaac  Mahoney, 
David  Silvis,  Jacob  and  George 
Hilliard,  Lewis  Doverspike,  Archi¬ 
bald  Mckellip,  - Chambers, 

:  Christian  Jacob,  Tobias  Schick, 

1  David  Mercer,  Zephariah  Space, 
j  Daniel  Shannon;  John  Shaffer, 

I  George  Geist.  John  Hess,  William 
I  Sloan,  John  Cribbs,  James  Kerr, 

James  McWilliams, - Hartzell 

1  George  Milliron.  Gilmore  Mont¬ 
gomery,  C.  R.  McNutt  and  others, 
all  these  pioneers  were  men  of  strong 
j  constitution,  full  of  courage,  upright 
in  their  dealings,  one  with  the 
other,  liberal  to  a  fault,  kind  and 
neighborly,  brave  in  the  defense 
of  their  family  and  loving  and 
j  generous  in  their  dispostion. 
i  Talk  of  the  hardships  of  the 
present  generation  and  compare  the 
!  trials  and  priy^jdons  of  the  past  and 
the  comparison  is  odious.  What 
would  one  of  oUr  boys  think  if  they 
had  to  run  bare  footed  in  winter. 
It  is  told  of  Mr.  Shannon  that  he 


once  took  a  tew  bushels  to  mill  to 
have  ground  and  that  he  took  his 
skates  along.  On  arriving  he 
found  the  miller’s  son  bare  footed, 
that  Mr.  Shannon  would  skate  a 
while  then  the  miller’s  son  would 
strap  the  skates  on  ’his  barefeet  and 
enjoy  the  sport  for  a  while — Great 
j  Scott — skating  in  bare  feet — which 
one  of  our  hearty  (?)  youths  would 
or  could  do  it  any  winter  ? 

The  wolves  were  troublesome  in 
the  township  and  hunting  parties 
were  organized  at  intervals  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  the  varments 
further  into  the  wilderness. 

Bear,  deer,  turkey,  phesants, 
quail  and  all  other  game  could  be 
found  in  abundance  and  not  only 
furnished  much  of  the  food  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  township,  but 
afforded  amusement.  The  raising 
of  the  log  houses  and  barns  at 
which  time  all  work  was  thrown 
aside  and  everybody  came  from  far  • 
and  near  to  help  raise  the  building, 
eat  the  bountiful  meats  of  game  and 
.  drink  the  mountain  dew,  dance  , 
with  the  giris  in  the  evening  and  go  , 
home  knowing  they  had  assisted  a 
neighbor.  The  corn  husking, 
especially  finding  the  red  ears  and 
kissing  the  pretty  girls,  the  quilting 
bees  and  political  meetings  added 
pleasures  that  relieved  the  keen 
edge  of  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life.  Athletic  feats,  hunting  ex-  - 
periences,  finding  a  path  in  the 
forest,  the  escape  from  death  by  a 
wild  animal,  lent  a  charm  to  the 
life  of  the  forefathers  of  Redbank 
township  that  we  of  to-day  cannot 
j  realize.  The  women  of  the  town¬ 
ship  were  brave,  hardy,  true  wives 
and  mothers,  supporting  their 
husbands  with  a  courage  few  women 
of  to-day  know  anything  about, 
working  early  and  late,  often  in  the 
forest  and  field,  ready  at  any  time 
to  defend  their  home  or  family 
against  attack  from  foes  of  every 
kind.  Worthy  help  mates  of  a 
sturdy  class  of  men.  Such  people 
made  Redbank  township.  Their 
work  and  influence  is  felt  to-day. 
All  honor  to  the  pioneer,,  who 
builded  well. 
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